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 I neglected to explain what is 
meant by “doing alms” in our last lesson,  I need 
to correct this before we continue.  “Alms” means 
kindness or kind act.  Jesus tells us to do them 
secretly or without fanfare.  As we continue in 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, He tells us to be the 
same way with our prayer.  (Read Matt. 6:5-15)  
As with doing alms, or kind acts, if we pray to get 
someone’s attention, Jesus says we have our re-
ward, but not from God.  Most of us are some-
what embarrassed to pray publicly for various rea-
sons.  First, usually when we pray, what we pray 
about is between ourselves and God.  There is no 
reason to involve anyone else in this aspect of our 
lives.  To do so embarrasses us. Second, unless 
one is accustomed to public speaking to some de-
gree, speaking in public embarrasses us.  We have 
difficulty speaking what we would like to say be-
cause of this embarrassment. Third, it is difficult 
sometimes to put in words what we really feel in 
our heart.  This then embarrasses us when we 
can’t articulate what we feel.  Fourth, we might be 
afraid of offending someone either by what we 
say, or what we don’t say.  I could probably go on 
and give a large number of reasons why most of 
us do not like to pray in public.   

However, I need to say that there are some 
people who I really enjoy hearing them pray.  
Very often they articulate what is on my heart that 
I don’t know how to say it, especially publicly.  
Sometimes they touch on things that either I don’t 
know about or things that I think we should all be 

praying about.  Sometimes the manner in which 
they say things warms my heart like a poem or a 
song might.  But, in my own experience, I have 
never felt that these people whom I enjoy hearing  
pray are praying for the attention that they might 
get from their fellow men.  When I feel they are 
genuinely expressing what is on their heart, it 
gives me comfort to hear them.  The first time I 
went to a 9/12 meeting, there was an elderly Bap-
tist preacher who began the meeting with prayer 
and that prayer made me want to be a part of that 
organization if his prayer indicated what type of 
organization it was.  There is another man in our 
community, who leads another congregation, that 
I love to hear pray.  The man I hear pray and the 
man that I visit with in normal days life, if I didn’t 
know better, I would think they were two differ-
ent men.  When Jesus says to enter into one’s 
closet so that their prayer is secret, I believe He is 
expressing a principle.  That principle, in my 
mind, is that when you pray, whether in public or 
in private, the conversation is between you and 
God, not to other people that might be around 
you.  Your prayers are not to men, or for the en-
hancement of oneself before men.   

Prayer should not be a ritual, i.e. a repeti-
tive speech where certain words or phrases are 
repeated over and over either as the prayer itself 
or to begin or end a prayer.  I think we have seen 
in our studies of the Old Testament, that though 
God gave the people certain rituals they were to 
exercise that they might learn the meaning of the 
true sacrifice and true worship, He was not inter-
ested in their rituals when they were done as a 
perceived exercise to earn God’s protection and/or 
their eternal salvation.  Prayer should be done 
from the heart, not as a requirement for something 
else.  God knows our needs and has promised to 
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take care of us, so ritualistic prayer is of no value 
really.   

When we pray, we need to pray to the Fa-
ther.  Though Jesus and the Father are one in ef-
fect, as the Son of God Jesus earned the privilege 
of Sonship.  As our intercessor, we go to the Fa-
ther in the name of our intercessor, Jesus Christ.  
It is through Him that we have access to the Fa-
ther.  When the veil into the Holy of Holies was 
rent when Christ died on the cross, this opened the 
door, so to speak, to the Father for us.  Before 
that, only the high priest could enter the Holy of 
Holies, and that only once a year with the blood 
of his sacrifice.  So it is through Christ’s death 
that we approach the throne of our Father.    

In verse 9, Jesus gives us a sample of how 
we should pray.  Note that He starts is out, “Our 
Father.”  Then He says, “Hallowed be thy 
name.”  “Hallow” means “to set apart, or sancti-
fy.”  Both “sanctify” and “hallow” are translated 
from the same Greek word, “hagiazo.”  The word 
“holy” is from the same root and is from the 
Greek word, “hagios”, the latter being an adjec-
tive and the former being a verb.  Numerous times 
we have seen in the Old Testament that God pro-
tected Israel and/or Judah for His name’s sake.  
Though they had worshipped other gods or were 
disobedient to the point that they would normally 
have been destroyed, because of the promises that 
God made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, God re-
frained from destroying them “for His name’s 
sake.”  Protecting His name, setting it apart, 
meaning He is the only true God and not to be 
confused with all of the false gods that man has 
devised, was an absolute must.  Jesus is acknowl-
edging this, He is basically saying God’s name is 
a name above all names, separate and apart from 
all names.   

Then notice the first thing He prays for.  
“Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.”  We receive a quarterly 
magazine that is published by a ministry in Ar-
kansas and a few months ago, we received an is-
sue that had another magazine attached to it.  
When we detached it, we saw that it was supposed 
to go to a lady who lives in a nearby community..  
I was surprised to know that anyone in our area 
would receive the magazine, so I decided to take 
it to the lady and see if she might want to come 
study with us.  She turned out to be an elderly la-
dy in her late 80”s.  I didn’t have to do much to 

start the conversation.  She was very talkative.  
She wasn’t able to get around much anymore so 
she didn’t feel she could come study with us, but 
she started telling me why she was not satisfied 
with any of the churches in the area that she went 
to.  Her biggest complaint was that they did not 
recite the “Lord’s Prayer.”  She wanted it recited 
in every service and told the preachers so.  They 
refused to do as she wished, so she refused to go 
to their church.   

The point of the story is that she made me 
do some thinking.  How often have you heard an-
yone pray for God’s kingdom to come to the 
earth?  To do so would deny the very thing that 
most of them preach, that everyone was going to 
go to heaven.  What they preach is the very oppo-
site of what the prophets, Christ and the apostles 
all taught.     

(Read Daniel 2:31-35)  As we determined 
when we studied this chapter, the four metals that 
made up this image represented the Babylonian 
succession of empires, Babylon, Persia, Greece 
and Rome.  Verse 34 then tells us that a stone, 
that was cut out without hands, struck this metal 
image and totally destroyed it.  Then the stone 
became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth.  Verse 44 then tells us this stone is the king-
dom of God, “And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
which shall never be destroyed: and the king-
dom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”  In Rev. 
5:10, John is seeing the twenty-four elders fall 
down before the Lamb and singing a new song, 
part of which says, And has made us unto our 
God kings and priests: and we shall reign on 
the earth.”  Rev. 20:6 says, “Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the first resurrection: on 
such the second death hath no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years.”  Then in Rev. 
21:2 John sees the New Jerusalem coming down 
from heaven to the earth.  

Maybe we need to back up a little and de-
termine just what is the Kingdom of God.  The 
kingdom was actually established at Mt Sinai 
when God led the children of Israel out of Egypt 
first to Mt. Sinai where He established them as a 
kingdom by covenant.  In Ex. 19:6  God tells Isra-
el “And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
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priests, and an holy nation.”  Israel came to Mt. 
Sinai a group of people most of which had de-
scended from one man, Jacob/Israel.  They left 
Mt. Sinai an organized people with a law, a reli-
gion, and a government and more importantly, a 
purpose.  However, they were anything but an 
obedient people and as we followed them through 
the Old Testament we saw them go from a theo-
cratic republic to a monarchy to two kingdoms 
and finally to a captive people without a king.  A 
small portion of the former kingdom of Judah re-
turned out of their captivity to the Babylonians to 
Jerusalem and rebuilt the city and the temple, but 
in effect they were still under the domination of 
the metal kingdoms of the Babylonian succession 
of empires.  However, we discussed the fact that 
the ex-Israelites that were in the Assyrian captiv-
ity were commanded by God to leave the place of 
their captivity and move north and west and we 
also discussed what happened to the throne of Da-
vid.  All of the major prophets prophesied of a 
return of Israel out of captivity.  Jeremiah gave us 
a preview of the New Covenant that replaces the 
Old Covenant and Hosea prophesied of the re-
newal of the covenant relationship only on a per-
manent unconditional basis.  While not all of Isra-
el will be part of that kingdom and not all that are 
part of the kingdom will be of Israel, Israel is the 
ultimate kingdom people over which Christ will 
rule.  (Read Luke 1:30-33)  That kingdom will in 
turn rule the world.  It is not some mystical or 
spiritual kingdom in heaven, but rather a real peo-
ple kingdom here on the earth.  So if it is already 
here on the earth, why does Christ teach us to 
pray for it come.  The people are here, both dead 
and alive, but the kingdom isn’t because there is 
no king.  Until the king comes to assume the 
throne of David as the prophets prophesied, there 
isn’t really a kingdom.  It is God’s intent to bring 
forth the King, but also to bring forth people wor-
thy of ruling.  I believe we will see how He does 
this through our study of the New Testament.  It is 
kind of like a puzzle, we need to put all the pieces 
together to see the whole picture.  I believe we 
will see why Christ prayed that the Kingdom of 
God would come on the earth.   

He then prays, “Give us this day our dai-
ly bread.”  He just asks that our daily needs be 
met.  He doesn’t ask that God make us rich or 
powerful.  Vs. 8 says, “your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye ask 

him.”  We can’t sit down and say, “God feed 
me.”  But we need to not worry so much as to 
God meeting our needs if we are doing the jobs 
that He has provided for us.  He knows what we 
need. Though I’ve always known that God would 
meet our needs, I hate to think of all the time I 
have wasted worrying about how my needs, and 
sometimes my desires, will be met.  To simply 
ask that our daily needs would be met and have 
the faith to not worry about it is more faith than 
most of us have, at least speaking from my own 
experience.   

In vs. 12 Christ prays, “And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”  Luke 
uses the word “sins” in the place of debts.  Vs. 14 
in this chapter uses the word “trespasses” refer-
ring to debts.  We need to remember that sin is 
always treated as a debt.  So we are not just talk-
ing about monetary debt, but sin in some form.  
Vs. 14 and 15 tell us that if we forgive men who 
have sinned against us, God will forgive us, but if 
we won’t forgive, neither will God.  It is my be-
lief the failure to forgive is what is referred to as 
the unforgivable sin elsewhere in Scripture.  In 
Matt. 18:21 Peter asked Jesus how often should 
he forgive a brother that sins against him offering 
the suggestion of seven times.  Christ’s answer 
was seventy times seven.  There is more to this 
answer than we will discuss now, but 490 times is 
a lot.  This does not mean that one is to repeat for-
giveness for the same offence 490 times, but to be 
forgiving of that brother for 490 offences.  Jesus 
followed this answer with a parable.  (Read Matt. 
18:23-35)  The king had come to a time that he 
wanted to settle all his accounts.  Ten thousand 
talents was a very huge debt, yet the king had 
compassion on his servant and released him from 
the debt.  But then the servant refused to have 
compassion on a fellow servant on a small debt, 
but had him cast into prison.  When the king 
heard what happened he reinstated the debt that he 
had forgiven.  Vs. 35 says “So likewise shall my 
heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not everyone his brother 
their trespasses.”   

Let’s discuss forgiveness for a moment.  
First I think we need to understand that only the 
victim has the right to forgive.  A judge or anyone 
else can’t forgive one of a sin against another per-
son.  Only the injured person has that right.  As I 
was preparing this, the thought came to me, how 
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is God a victim?  The answer goes back to Adam, 
but might be more easily understood by looking at 
Exodus 19:4-8.  (Read)  God’s voice and cove-
nant in verse 5 is reference to God’s law, the Ten 
Commandments and all of the law pursuant to 
them.  In vs. 8, the people agreed to keep that law.  
So when a law is broken, not only is there a hu-
man victim, but God is a victim as well because 
of that agreement.  In addition, technically any-
time we break any of the Ten Commandments, we 
have broken one or more of the first three as well, 
again making God a victim.  John says in I John 
3:4 that sin is a transgression of the law.   

Forgiveness is often very difficult for us to 
do.  If a person is unrepentant, forgiveness may 
appear to be of little or no value.  Should all sin 
be forgiven without the penalty of the judgment?  
Discipline often brings about repentance.  There 
are probably two levels of forgiveness, personal 
and judicial.  On a personal level, if something is 
done to us that causes us to carry a grudge, the 
grudge can be very harmful to us.  In my experi-
ence, this isn’t usually something like someone 
stealing from us, or physically hurting us in some 
way.  Rather it is something said or one’s attitude 
towards us.  It is usually harder to forgive as it is 
not something that goes away easily.  Yet, for 
one’s own benefit, forgiveness is most necessary, 
even if it happens again tomorrow.   

On a judicial level, this is perhaps best un-
derstood using our children as an example.  If we 
forgave them every time they did or said some-
thing wrong without any kind of discipline, first 
of all we would have a very spoiled brat, and that 
child would probably grow up without regard to 
the person or property of others and would proba-
bly end up a criminal.  If we overdo the discipline, 
the child would probably become rebellious and 
unreachable and unteachable. As with the child, a 
balance of discipline that brings about repentance 
is how  we should deal with those who would 
harm us in some way.  Few of us that have raised 
children hold grudges against them for things they 
may have done that have hurt us.  We may re-
member what they did, but we don’t hold a 
grudge against them for it.  We need to think the 
same way with those who sin against us.  It may 
be necessary for discipline, or judgment to be ren-
dered to them, but it is our place to forgive them 
ultimately. 

Verse 13 starts out, “And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  God does 
not tempt us, but I do believe that He leads us into 
temptation to test us at times.  While we need test-
ing sometimes, I think we should pray as Jesus 
did to ask God to not lead us into temptation, but 
to deliver us from the evil that we would get into 
yielding to that temptation.  Very often we find 
ourselves in tempting situations and the surest 
way I know to not yield is to ask God to deliver us 
from it. 

The next phrase of vs. 13, “For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever, A-men” is not in all of the original manu-
scripts.  However, it is something that we need to 
acknowledge frequently in our lives.  God is sov-
ereign, it is something we need to keep in mind 
always and acknowledge it.   

This ends the prayer and we have already 
dealt with vs. 14-15.  We need to really take these 
two verses to heart however.  Matt. 7:1-2 tells us, 
“Judge not, that ye be not judged.  For with 
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: 
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again.”  The latter part of vs. 2 
agrees with vs. 14-15, if we don’t forgive, we 
shouldn’t expect forgiveness from God or others.  
If we forgive, God forgives and usually we will 
find the same from those that we harm in some 
way. JRL 
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ing to harvest.  The good man is perished out of 
the earth he says.  All that are left are liars, 
thieves and murderers.  The leadership is the 
worst.  The princes want gifts, the judges want 
bribes and the great men have evil desires and 
they all work together to bring about what they 
want.  He has no respect for any of them.  He says 
the day of punishment foretold by the watchmen 
is upon them, now they will be perplexed. He says 
that no one can be trusted, not a friend or even 
one’s own wife.  One’s own children will turn on 
their parents.  A man’s enemies will be the men of 
his own house.   
 His conclusion as to what to do is ex-
pressed in verse 7, “Therefore I will look unto 
the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salva-
tion: my God will hear me.” 
 (Read Micah 7:8-13)  Micah then speaks 
to Israel for, or as God, and tells the enemy 
(Assyria) that the day will come when the bound-
ary that Assyria might place on Israel will be far 
removed, greatly expanded.  Then the captives 
will come from Assyria  and will expand from 
mountain to mountain and sea to sea.  However 
the land in Canaan that they are being forced to 
leave will remain desolate.  I’m not sure whether 
he is giving the reason because of the fruit of the 
Israelite’s doing or the doings of the people that 
are to be brought into the land.  I would venture 
that it is the people that are to be brought into the 
land by the Assyrians and those that followed 
through the centuries.  At any rate we know that 
the land has remained pretty much desolate since 
the Israelites were taken out of it.  Even with the 
expensive irrigation systems that the Israelis have 
brought in, much, or most of the land is still pretty 
desolate.   
 (Read Micah 7:14-17)  God then looks far 
into the future and compares it to the time He 
brought Israel out of Egypt.  He will show her 
marvelous things and the other nations of the 
earth will take notice and will fear the God of Is-
rael. 
 (Read Micah 7:18-20)  Micah then ad-
dresses God himself.  Note how different his de-
scription of God is from the man made gods.  He 
says there is none like Him.  He pardons iniquity, 
He doesn’t stay angry because He delights in mer-
cy.  Micah expresses his faith that God will turn 
from the punishment that He is bringing on Israel 
and will again have compassion on them and will 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

MICAH 
 (Read Micah 6:1-8)  God is presenting His 
controversy with Israel before all the nations.  He 
asks Israel what He has done to them to cause 
them to be so disobedient.  He brought them up 
from the slavery of Egypt, providing the leader-
ship of Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.  He blessed 
them as they traveled, referring to the fact that 
Baalim could not curse them for Balak, king of 
Moab, as an example.  In effect, Israel asks what 
they can do to come before the LORD suggesting 
all of the sacrifices that were part of the ordinanc-
es of the law.  Micah gives the answer in verse 8, 
“to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God.”   
 (Read Micah 6:9-16) Israel was apparently 
guilty of trying to fool God, to try to hide their 
wickedness.  God asks if He should count them 
pure by weighing them in wicked balances                                              
and a bag of deceitful weights.  He says they are 
very deceitful even to the point of violence, par-
ticularly among the rich.  Therefore, He says He 
will make them sick by smiting them and making 
them desolate.  No matter what they try to do, 
God is going to foil their every endeavor.  He 
gives His reason in verse 16, ”For the statutes of 
Omri are kept, and all the works of the house 
of Ahab, and ye walk in their counsels; that I 
should make thee a desolation, and the inhabit-
ants thereof an hissing: therefore ye shall bear 
the reproach of my people.” For some reason, 
the people failed to see the difference between 
God’s law and the laws of Omri.  Thinking them-
selves righteous because they were following the 
laws of Omri, they became very disobedient to 
God.   
 Chapter 7 appears to be the prophets own 
thought after what has been revealed to him.  
(Read Micah 7:1-7)  He compares what he sees 
among his fellow Israelites to the harvest of the 
summer fruits and the grapes when there is noth-
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cast their sins into the depth of the sea.  He then 
refers to the promises God made to Abraham and 
says that God will perform these promises and 
exercise His mercy that He promised to Abraham. 
This completes the book of Micah.JRL  
Israel, or give the credit to their pagan  gods, or 
both.  Assyria was no exception.   (Read Nahum 
1:1-6) Nahum first makes a point of describing 
the power of God.  He controls the storms and the 
whirlwinds, He rebukes and dries up the sea and 
the rivers, the mountains quake at His presence, 
the earth heaves and burns at His command, etc.  
We find examples of all of these things as we 

study the history of Israel from the exodus from 
Egypt to the time of Nahum’s writing.  Nahum’s 
conclusion is “Who can stand before his indig-
nation? and who can abide in the fierceness of 
his anger? His fury is poured out like fire, and 
the rocks are thrown down by him.”   Contrast 
this with the speech that Rabshakeh made for the 
benefit of the people of Jerusalem when he laid 
siege against the city.  (Read II Kings 18:28-35) 
Of course, we know what happened to Rabshake-
h’s army during the night.   
 (Read Nahum 1:7-15)  Nahum makes a 
strong statement, “The LORD is good, a strong 
hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth 
them that thrust in him.”  He then states what is 
going to happen to the city of Nineveh and Assyr-
ia in general.  As an overrunning flood, God is 
going to destroy the city.  He says He is going to 
make an utter end of the place, that there will be 
no second chance for the city.  They are going to 
be devoured as stubble that is thoroughly dry.   
 Verse 11 is apparently a reference to Rab-
shakeh.  Rabshakeh was the chief of captains in 
King Sennacherib’s army.  He was apparently a 
renegade Jew that had gone over to the side of the 
Assyrians.  If you recall in what we just read in II 
Kings 18, he spoke in the Jew’s language quite 
fluently.  He hated God and had become a counse-
lor of Belial, the king of Assyria.  Verse 12 then 
tells us what happened to Sennacherib’s army.  
“Though they be quiet, and likewise many 
(were at peace, i.e. had not started a battle) yet 
thus shall they be cut down, when he shall pass 
through. (We know that 185,000 Assyr ian sol-
diers died in their sleep that night when God 
passed through their camp.)  Then God says to 
Judah, or Jerusalem, “Though I have afflicted 
thee, I will afflict thee no more.”  King Sen-
nacherib and what was left of his army went home 
where the king was killed by his own sons shortly 
thereafter.  God goes on to say that He would 
break the yoke of the Assyrian off Jerusalem and 
burst their bonds on Judah.   
 Switching back to the Assyrians in verse 
14, God says that no longer will Sennacherib’s 
name be perpetuated and their gods will all be de-
stroyed and be made the grave for Sennacherib.  II 
Kings 19:36-37 tells us (after Sennacherib’s army 
was destroyed) “So Sennacherib king of Assyria 
departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at 
Nineveh.  And it came to pass, as he was wor-

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

NAHUM 

 
 We are ready for the book of Nahum.  
This is one of the few books that are undated, i.e. 
that reference the kings of Judah on the throne 
when the prophet prophesied.  However, it ap-
pears to be written with an understanding of the 
war Assyria waged on the Israelites and the partial 
captivity of Judah.  Assyria was at the height of 
her glory and power about the time that Rab-
shakeh was sent by King Sennacherib against Je-
rusalem during the reign of Hezekiah, king of Ju-
dah.   
 Recall that Jonah was sent by God to the 
city of Nineveh and the city repented of their evil 
much to the disgust of Jonah.  He thought God 
should have destroyed the city, which He said He 
would do if they didn’t repent.  I think Nahum is 
writing approx. 90 years later.  It appears that the 
repentance did not last too long. 
 Nahum was from the city of Elkosh, prob-
ably a city in Judah.  (Read Nahum 1:1)  This 
three chapter book is directed toward Nineveh, the 
capital of Assyria, and is the recording of a single 
vision that Nahum had concerning Assyria.  This 
is the only mention of Nahum in Scripture so little 
or nothing more is known about him.   
 We have discussed before that even 
though God uses other nations to punish Israel, 
He then punishes those same nations because they 
always take all the credit for their exploits against 
Israel, or give the credit to their pagan  



7 

 

shipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that 
Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote 
him with the sword: and they escaped into the 
land of Armenia.  And Esarhaddon his son 
reigned in his stead.” 
 The message then to Judah from God is, 
“Behold upon the mountains the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings, and publisheth 
peace! O Judah, keep they solemn feasts, per-
form thy vows: for the wicked shall no more 
pass through thee; he is utterly cut off.” 
 (Read Nahum 2)  This is a description of 
the battle that destroys the Assyrian Empire.  The 
Medes and the Babylonians are primarily respon-
sible for this.  Fir trees in verse 3 is put for the 
spears that are made from them.  The king of As-
syria depends on his worthies or nobles to assem-
ble the troops needed to wage the battle, but they 
stumble as they march and make haste to the 
walls of Nineveh.  Nineveh was located on the 
east bank of the Tigris River plus the Khusur (a 
perennial stream) ran through the city and a canal 
from the Khusur to the Tigris also ran through the 
city.  It sounds to me like the enemy actually 
flooded the city.   
 Huzzab was the queen or queen mother.  
When she was captured, this was a sign that the 
whole city had fallen.  While the cry went out to 
stand, they ran instead and didn’t look back.  Ni-
neveh had accumulated much spoil over the years, 
thus there was much spoil to be taken.  While God 
used the Assyrians to destroy Samaria and take 
the Israelites captive, the Assyrians thought they 
had done it by themselves and gloated about it.  
Remember II Kings 18:34, Rabshakeh is speaking 
on behalf of King Sennecherib, “Where are the 
gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? Where are the 
gods of Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivah? Have 
they delivered Samaria out of mine hand?”  
Verses 11-13 is God’s answer to the arrogance of 
the Assyrians who thought themselves to be all 
powerful.  Even though they were a tool in God’s 
hand, because they assumed that what they did 
was by their own power and/or the power of their 
pagan gods, God is bringing about their destruc-
tion.  
 (Read Nahum 3)  This chapter continues 
to describe the destruction that God is bringing  
upon Nineveh and Assyria.  Again as we have 
mentioned before whoredoms refer to their idola-
tries.  The term “populous No” is a reference to 

No Amon, which was an ancient city of Egypt, 
now known as Thebes.  The city fell to the Assyr-
ians even though Ethiopia and Egypt defended her 
with infinite strength and Put and Lubim were her 
helpers.  God is saying that Nineveh will be no 
different, but just as No Amon was carried away 
into captivity with her children killed and her el-
ders bound in chains, so shall it be for Nineveh.   
 Verse 19 sums it up, “There is no healing 
of thy bruise; thy wound is grievous; (there is 
no way that Assyria can come back from this de-
struction) all that hear the bruit (report, tidings) of 
thee shall clap the hands over thee: for upon 
whom hath not thy wickedness passed continu-
ally?  This completes the book of Nahum.  JRL  
   
    

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF 

JOEL 

  We are ready for the book of Joel 
in our Bible study.  I have to honest and say that I 
find Joel to be very difficult to understand.  With 
this in mind I took a look at other commentaries 
on the book to try to get an understanding of what 
the prophet had to say.  They weren’t as much 
help as I had hoped for. As with a lot of commen-
taries the person writing the commentary often 
has an agenda that he or she then attempts to fit to 
the Scripture they are commenting on to.  I found 
a study by Dr. Stephen Jones that may well be this 
kind of situation, but after going through it several 
times, I believe that I finally get the point, or at 
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least the setting which I believe might be the way 
Joel intended.  So I would like to look at the book 
of Joel in the light that I think I received from this 
study.   
 To set the stage, I feel some review of the 
Feast Days of Scripture would be beneficial as a 
background for this study.  Leviticus 23 provides 
us with most of the information on these special 
days.  The first of these Feasts is the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread.  (Read Lev. 23:1-6)  The first and 
seventh days of this Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
or Passover, were to be holy convocations in 
which there was to be no work done.  There 
would also be a Sabbath during that week that 
might or might not be on a different day than the 
first or seventh day of the Feast.  The wave sheaf 
offering, the wave offering of the first fruits of the 
new crop of barley, was to be offered on the mor-
row after the Sabbath.  In a sense there are two 
feasts in one, or two purposes for the feast.  The 
Passover lamb was to be eaten the night of the 
14th day of the month and then the feast was to be 
held the following day, the 15th day of the month 
and for a total of seven days after the Passover 
was observed to commemorate the redemption of 
Israel from Egypt.  The Feast was also a harvest 
Feast as the first of the grain harvests, the barley 
harvest, was to begin after the wave offering.   
 The second of the Feasts is the Feast of 
Weeks.  (Read Lev. 23:15-16) This was just a one 
day Feast and is more commonly known to us as 
the Feast of Pentecost.  This feast was held at the 
wheat harvest.   These two feasts make up the 
spring feasts, or the grain harvest feasts.  I’m not 
going to go into the details of these feasts. The 
feasts can symbolize the two works of Christ.  
Christ fulfilled these spring feasts which can sym-
bolize His first work. He was the true Passover 
Lamb and fulfilled all the ritual requirements as-
sociated with the Passover Feast or the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread and then the giving an earnest 
of the Spirit to His disciples on the day of Pente-

cost completed the requirements of the Feast of 
Weeks.  There is much to study concerning these 
feasts, but for our purposes in this lesson, we just 
need to know that they symbolize Christ’s first 
work. 
 His second work is symbolized in the fall 
feasts.  The first of these is the Feast of Trumpets.  
(Read Lev. 23:22-24)  Again, this is a one day 
feast.  This feast speaks to the resurrection of the 
dead as we read in Rev. 20:4, the first fruits of the 
fall harvest.  (Read Numbers 10:1-10)  The laws 
concerning these two trumpets play an important 
part in prophecy, both in the Old and in the New 
Testaments, so it is important that we know and 
understand such laws.  Note that if one trumpet is 
blown, this was a signal for the princes, the rulers 
of Israel to assemble.  If both are blown at the 
same time, this signaled the assembly of the 
whole congregation.  We’re not told how the 
alarm was to be blown, but the trumpets could be 
blown to sound an alarm as well.  Note in verse 
10 the different occasions that the trumpets were 
to be blown as well.  We say the Feast of Trum-
pets speaks of the resurrection in the sense of 
Matt. 24:31, “And he shall send his angels with 
a great sound of a trumpet (note just one trum-
pet), and they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” (See also I Thess. 4:16.  Consider these 
verses together with Rev. 20:4) 
 We will continue our discussion of the fall 
feasts in our next lesson preparatory to our study 
of the book of Joel. JRL 
Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but 
he that hateth reproof is brutish. Prov. 12:1 

 

A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but 
she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his 
bones. Prov. 12:4 

     


