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In our last issue we saw that Jesus was 
telling His disciples that they would be called dis-
paraging names, but to not let it worry them.  We 
are continuing this discussion in this issue.  (Read 
Matt. 10:26-28) He is simply saying to not fear 
the name callers, but what God tells them to 
preach, Christ says to preach it from the house-
tops.  Verse 28 may need some explanation.  We 
need to be sure what some of the words mean.  
The word “soul” is from the Greek “psuche”.  It 
is translated heart 1 time, life 40 times, mind 3 
times, and soul 58 times.  It corresponds with the 
Hebrew word “nephesh”.  In Gen. 2:7 we’re told, 
“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became living soul 
(nephesh).”  We could read the last two words 
“living life.”  The point we need to understand is 
that man is not made up of two parts, one mortal 
and the other immortal such is taught in most 
churches.  This is Greek mythology.  So then 
what is verse 28 talking about?  Our life is us, 
who we are.  We are distinct individuals.  There is 
not and never has been nor ever will be another 
us.  This is our soul, our life.  When the body dies, 
to all intents and purposes, our soul is no more.  
The body dies, our soul dies, except in God’s 
memory.  At the time of the resurrection, either 
resurrection, we, our soul, will be resurrected.  
The body will be a new body, but our personal 
identification that our soul, our life, developed, 
will be the same.  

We need to look at one other word before 
we can complete our explanation, that word is 
“hell.”  We’ve discussed this before, but let us 
review.  There are three Greek words translated 
“hell” in the New Testament.  The most common 
is “hades” which refers to the state of the dead 
and is most commonly translated grave or hell.  
The next is “geenna” which refers to the Valley 
of the Son of Hinnom.  The third is “Tartaroo” 
which only appears one time and refers to a Greek 
mythological place in the center of the earth.  The 
word translated “hell” here in vs. 28 is “geena.”  
The Valley of the Son of Hinnom was a valley on 
the south edge of the city of Jerusalem.  At the 
time of Christ, it was the city dump for the city.  It 
continually burned and it was not unusual for 
dead animals and the bodies of unclaimed people 
such as criminals who had been executed to be 
discarded there. 

However to understand the significance of 
the use of the word in vs. 28 we need to go back 
in history a ways.  It was here that the Israelites 
and Jews worshipped false gods by sacrificing 
their children by fire to these gods.  Because this 
was so detestable to God, it was here that God 
instructed Jeremiah (Jer. 18 -19) to tell God’s 
judgment on Judah and Jerusalem. Jerusalem will 
be destroyed ultimately so that it could not be re-
built again, and the judgment on the kingdom of 
Judah was that the kingdom, as such, would be 
destroyed never to be re-established again.   So I 
think we can look at “geena” as a place of judg-
ment or as a reference to judgment.  The fact that 
it was continually burning at Christ’s time empha-
sized the reference to judgment since God refers 
to  His law as a fiery law and He Himself as fire. 

With this in mind, I think we can para-
phrase this verse to say, “Fear not them which kill 
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the body, but are not able to kill the life (that upon 
death becomes only a memory in God’s mind), 
but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both 
life (not that He will, but has the power to do so) 
and the body in or at the judgment.  God has 
promised that He will not destroy what makes us  
us in His memory, but we need to acknowledge 
He has the power to do so if He wanted to.  Luke 
12:4-5 makes a similar statement, “And I say un-
to you my friends, Be not afraid of them that 
kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do.  But I will forewarn you whom ye 
shall fear:  Fear him, which after he hath killed 
hath power to cast into hell, yea, I say unto 
you, Fear him.”  Nothing is said about the soul, 
only that He had the power to cast into hell or 
geena.  The whole point is that we should fear 
God, not man.   

(Read Matt. 10:29-31)  The point is that if 
God knows the number of the hairs of our head, 
and He knows where all the sparrows are at any 
time, He certainly considers us more valuable 
than many sparrows.  Keep in mind He is talking 
to His apostles and though they were going to 
face considerable abuse and persecution, He is 
encouraging them to do the job He is giving them.   

(Read Matt. 10:32-33)  Coming from a 
Baptist background, these verses are often used in 
an altar call, but Christ is telling His apostles that 
if men confess, or acknowledge Him as Jesus 
Christ, i.e. the Anointed Savior, He will in turn 
confess or acknowledge them before the Father.  I 
think we need to realize that confessing Christ 
before men is much more than saying the words.  
It also means living our lives in such a way that 
we confess Christ always in everything we do.   

(Read Matt. 10:34-37)  Seeking to be 
sanctified by God will very often cause dissension 
within one’s own family.  A good example of this 
was Jeremiah whose own family sought to kill 
him because he prophesied the truth that God had 
told him to prophesy.  It is important that our pri-
ority is God first, family second.  This is difficult 
to do, but if we do this, we will not harm our fam-
ily though they may seek to harm us. 

(Read Matt. 10:38) Matthew was written 
after Christ was crucified, but Jesus is speaking 
before, so the question came to my mind what 
was meant by the term, “taketh not his cross.”  
The word cross here literally means “a stake.”  A 
couple of thoughts that I had was that it could 

mean “to be willing to follow Jesus anywhere 
without question;” “the cross could be considered 
a burden that one takes and follows Christ any-
way;”  or “it could mean, as we take it today, 
sharing the shame and humiliation that Christ en-
dured, but still follow Christ.”  I would guess it 
means the latter since He was teaching His apos-
tles, but I question if it would have had the same 
meaning before the crucifixion as it did after.   

(Read Matt. 10:39)  I believe Christ is 
talking about both mortal and immortal life.  
Those that think they have really found mortal life 
through the many things that supposedly make 
one happy, and that is their primary goal in life, 
will not be a partaker in the first resurrection.  The 
opposite is true of one who loses his mortal life 
because of Christ, he or she will find immortal life 
in the first resurrection. 

(Read Matt. 10:40-42)  No man is an is-
land unto himself.  Jesus is first saying that any-
one who receives, or supports one of the apostles, 
receives Jesus.  If we considered Jesus as the re-
ward  of the apostle, so to speak, He is saying that 
one who supports one of the apostles receives the 
same reward as the apostle, i.e. Jesus, and one 
then receiving Jesus gets the same reward as Je-
sus, God the Father.  The same principle contin-
ues for one who supports a prophet, he or she gets 
the same reward as the prophet.  The same applies 
to one supporting a righteousness man.   The 
apostle, the prophet, the righteousness man all 
need prayer and support.  Very seldom, if ever, do 
we not find one who is working to further the 
kingdom in whatever capacity, but that there are 
others supporting them in some way or another 
whether known to that individual or not. 

Whatever one might do, even giving a cup 
of cold water to a child, because he or she is  try-
ing to live a Christ like life, Christ says he or she 
will not lose their reward for doing so.   

In our study to this point Jesus has been 
delivering His commission to His apostles.  As we 
continue into Matthew 11, Jesus has completed 
this and is beginning to teach and preach in the 
cities of these apostles, i.e. in the cities of Galilee.  
(Read Matt. 11:1-6)  Even though John the Bap-
tist recognized Jesus as being quite superior to 
himself when he baptized Jesus, apparently he 
was not really sure that Jesus was the Messiah.  
Though John had been imprisoned, he had heard 
of some of what Jesus was doing and sent some of 
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his disciples to ask if He truly was the Messiah.  
Jesus’ answer in verses 4-6, though not a direct 
yes or no, should have left little doubt in John’s 
mind once his disciples told him what Jesus said 
and reported what Jesus had been doing. 

(Read Matt. 11:7-11)  Once John’s disci-
ples had left to go back to John, Jesus began to 
tell the multitude who John really was.  When 
John had been preaching and baptizing in the wil-
derness, the people went out to see him out of cu-
riosity.  Jesus questions what they were thinking 
they might see, giving some examples.  These ex-
amples were based on man’s expectations, an 
oddity of nature, some eccentricity of the rich, or 
did they go out to see a prophet.  Jesus told them 
that yes, he was a prophet, but more than a proph-
et.  He then told the people that John was the one 
spoken of by Malachi the prophet in Mal. 3:1 
(Read).  But then He added something that has 
confused many.  He said, “Verily I say unto you, 
Among them that are born of women there 
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: 
not withstanding he that is least in the king-
dom of heaven is greater than he.” Maybe if we 
look at what He did not say, we can understand 
this better.  He did not say “he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than John in the 
kingdom of heaven.”  Among men in this life 
(mortal life), there has been none greater than 
John the Baptist. But, the least of those that quali-
fy for the first resurrection will be greater than 
John is in this life.  He is not saying that one has 
to be greater than John the Baptist to have part in 
that life in the kingdom, but once attained a per-
son attaining to that position will be greater than 
John in his mortal life.  His saying “least in the 
kingdom of heaven” also points out something 
else that we should be aware of.  Not everyone in 
the first resurrection, i.e. in the kingdom, that will 
rule with Christ the thousand years (Rev. 20:6) 
will have the same reward, or as I believe the re-
wards—responsibility.  There will be different 
degrees of rewards.   

(Read Matt. 11:12)  One of the main rea-
sons that the Jews rejected Christ as king was that 
they expected and wanted a military type leader 
that would deliver them from under Roman rule.  
What Jesus said here was as much a prophecy of 
what was going to happen as a statement as to 
what had happened.  The Jews felt that if they 
could get out from under the rule of the Romans, 

they would have the kingdom to themselves with 
all the blessings that had been promised to Abra-
ham.  Neither John nor Christ filled the bill for 
them.  They were continually trying in some way 
to defeat the Romans by force.  As we’ll see as we 
continue our study, once they actually realized 
who Christ was, to them it became necessary to 
kill Him to attain their goal.  The people called 
Jews today are still trying to get the kingdom by 
force and many Christians are guilty of trying to 
help them to do so.  

(Read Matt. 11:13-19)  Jesus then mocks 
the Jews that were in the multitude hearing Him.  
He first tells them that John the Baptist was at 
least a partial fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy in 
Malachi 4:5-6 (Read).  Then in mocking them He 
tells them that John the Baptist came neither eat-
ing (meat) and drinking (wine).  They said he had 
a devil or demon.  Christ says that He comes eat-
ing (meat) and drinking (wine) and they say He is 
a glutton and a winebibber. Not only that, they 
say He is a friend of publicans (tax collectors) and 
sinners.  Rather than deny for Himself or John, He 
then says “But wisdom is justified of (by) her 
children.” I.e. He is telling them they are far from 
wise though this is what they thought they were in 
their own eyes. 

(Read Matt. 11:20-24)  In Matt. 13:57 Je-
sus says, “A prophet is not without honor, save 
in his own country, and to his own house.”  His 
preaching in His own land was having little effect, 
so He is upbraiding some of the cities where He 
has taught and preached for their lack of response.  
First He speaks of Chorazin and Bethsaida telling 
them that had Tyre and Sidon heard what they had 
heard, they would have repented long ago.  
(Remember that Sidon, or Zidon, was where the 
high priest of Baal and his daughter Jezebel were 
from in Elijah’s time.) It will be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment than 
Chorazin and Bethsaida. Then He upbraided Ca-
pernaum telling them the same thing only using 
Sodom and Gomorah as examples.  

I believe this tells us that not only are indi-
viduals going to be held responsible in the day of 
judgment, but entities like cities and kingdoms 
will be held responsible as well.  I don’t know 
how this judgment will be meted out, but I believe 
we will see God treat these cities and kingdoms as 
if they were individuals. 

(Read Matt. 11:25-27)  Jesus then deliv-



4 

 

ered what we might consider a short prayer.  
There are a couple of things that this prayer re-
veals that we need to see.  Very obviously, the 
leadership, i.e. the wise and prudent, in these cit-
ies did not understand Christ’s gospel of the king-
dom, nor did they seem to care.  What Jesus calls 
“babes” are probably the working class of people 
who have been told by the priests that they were 
not to know anything, but to rely entirely on the 
priesthood and the scribes for their information.  
These people were understanding what Christ was 
preaching.  The second thing is the last part of 
verse 27, “and he to whomsoever the Son will 
reveal him.”  By God’s sovereignty, not every-
one was going to understand, but only those 
whom the Son, i.e. Jesus, will reveal it to.  Again, 
as I have said before, the ultimate end will be 
good for everyone, but there is going to be a lot 
tears shed by many who have felt entitled by race, 
status, or one or more of many things that men 
rely on instead of wholly on Christ.  

(Read Matt. 11:28-30)  As I reflected on 
these verses, the thought came to me that we can 
make coming to Jesus very easy or very difficult.  
By easy, I mean that we can completely yield our-
selves to Him.  However, I don’t know very 
many, if any, that have done this.  By difficult, I 
mean that we come with “what ifs”, with other 
priorities, with yielding in part at a time.  I’m not 
sure how to express it.  But most Christians I 
know, even in their lives today, tend to hold back 
some part of themselves, for whatever reasons.  I 
believe most would like to totally yield them-
selves, but whether it is a lack of faith, pride or 
ego, fear or whatever, they, or I should say we, 
tend to hold back something to keep from totally 
yielding ourselves to Christ, even though that is 
our stated goal 

(Read Matt. 12:1-8)  The “corn” spoken of 
here was either wheat or barley.  Corn as we 
know it was unknown to the people of Christ’s 
time.  The story of David referred to here by 
Christ is found in I Samuel 21.  David was fleeing 
from King Saul who had set out to kill David.  He 
went to Ahimelech the priest.  Ahimelech was 
afraid when he saw David alone and asked David 
why he was there.  David told him a bit of a fib 
telling him that the king had sent him on a special 
assignment and that no one was to know where he 
was or what he was doing.  But he needed some 
provision and some weaponry for himself and 

some young men who had come with him.  
Ahimelech told him the only food he had was the 
hallowed bread, or the shewbread that was to be 
eaten only by the priests.  However, after exacting 
a promise that the young men with him had kept 
themselves from women for three days, 
Ahimelech gave David the bread and Goliath’s 
sword that was being kept there in the tabernacle.     

The point He is making is that they need 
to use a little common sense.  If your cows are 
out, you don’t wait until the day after the Sabbath 
to gather them back in.  This not breaking the 
Sabbath.  In our society today, it is impossible to 
shut everything down on the Sabbath such as a 
hospital, or a power plant, or a water treatment 
plant for examples.  Numbers 9:9-13 in speaking 
of a second Passover gives us the principle of ob-
serving feast days and Sabbaths on different 
months or days when they can’t be kept on the 
appointed times.  But to the Pharisees, their whole 
salvation depended on them keeping their law and 
to them the act of shelling the grain and eating it 
as they walked through the field was a grievous 
sin.  It didn’t fit any of the laws they had dreamed 
up concerning the Sabbath.   

They simply did not understand what God 
had told the Israelites, “I will have mercy, and 
not sacrifice.”  Performing their rituals was not 
what made true worship of God, but the spirit of 
the reason for the ritual.  He told them that He, 
who is greater than the temple, was there and that 
He was Lord of the Sabbath.  He is carrying out 
the part of His ministry that consisted of confront-
ing the Scribes, Pharisees and Priests because of 
their false doctrine and it appears by Matthew’s 
account that though He was slamming them very 
directly, they did not appear to realize what He 
was doing to them. 

.We will continue to see how Jesus con-
fronts the Scribes, Priests and Pharisees in our 
next issue.  JRL 
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nias as it is written in the New Testament.  While 
Jechonias had sons, the curse we find in Jeremiah 
36 prevents any of them from ascending to the 
throne.  (Read Matt. 1:10-12) I might add that this 
curse applied to Christ as well until He died. Ac-
cording to Romans 7:1-3 (Read), once Jesus died, 
He was freed from the law of the curse, so when 
He arose from the dead, the curse no longer ap-
plied. 
 (Read II Kings 25:18-21)  Nebuzaradan 
took the chief priest, the second priest and all the 
men of war and anybody that had anything to do 
with King Zedekiah’s government, 60 in all, and 
brought them to Nebuchadnezzar who had them 
all slain.   
 We need to understand that while these 
captivities that Nebuchadnezzar and Nebuzaradan 
made, there were still some people of Judah and 
Jerusalem, including some of the captains and 
their army detachments, who were away from 
home at the time of these captivities.  They began 
to return.  (Read II Kings 25:22-26) To govern the 
people who were left, Nebuchadnezzar appointed 
a man by the name of Gedaliah to be governor 
over them.  However, as we see, some of the cap-
tains who were returning did not like Gedaliah 
because he tried to get them to submit of Nebu-
chadnezzar, so they killed him and then fled to 
Egypt.  
 (Read II Kings 25:27-30) Jehoiachin’s end 
was far better than the rest of his life had been, 
but he would have been 55 years old by that time, 
so he probably didn’t last too long.  Evilmerodach 
was the son of Nebuchadnezzar.   

This completes the recorded history of 
Kings and Chronicles that we have of Israel and 
Judah.  It is important that we know and under-
stand this history as it plays a major part in what 
God has yet planned for these two kingdoms not 
only in New Testament times, but in our time as 
well.  However, we will find more history and 
prophecy of both nations as we study the proph-
ets.   

Our purpose in this current series of stud-
ies is to look that the minor prophets in the Old 
Testament.  We will want to take another look at 
the major prophets soon, but for now, Jeremiah 
prophesied warning Judah and Jerusalem of the 
coming captivity if they didn’t repent, and be-
cause they refused to do so, Jeremiah records the 
events of the captivity and some of what hap-

HISTORICAL REVIEW 

In our last issue, we finished studying the 
book of Zephaniah, the last minor prophet that we 
have writings from before the Babylonian captiv-
ity of the kingdom of Judah.  We then have the 
major prophets of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel 
that cover the time of the captivity.  To keep our-
selves up to date as to the actual history of what 
was happening at that particular time that led to 
the captivity of Judah, we were reviewing that 
history in II Kings.   Three of the last four kings 
of Judah were brothers, or half brothers.  They 
were Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah, all sons 
of Josiah, king of Judah.  The fourth was Jehoi-
achin, son of Jehoiakim.  We are picking up our 
discussion of these men  in this issue.  
 One other thing we need to point out we 
find in Matt. 1.  None of these three brothers are 
listed in the genealogy of Christ.  They all repre-
sented one generation, so technically only one of 
that generation could represent their generation.  
Typically, Jehoiakim would probably have been 
the one to represent that generation, but we will 
find in Jeremiah 36 why this did not happen and 
also why Jehoiachin did not last on the throne ei-
ther.  However, the genealogy skips the 3 broth-
er’s generation and goes to Jehoiachin, or Jecho-
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pened next.  Ezekiel covered the same time period 
and events, but prophesied to the Israel people 
who were already in captivity to the Assyrians.  
God took him from the Babylonian captivity and 
sent him to the Israelites and provided him with 
the information of what was happening in Judah 
for him to relay the information to the Israelites.  
Daniel provides us information of some of the 
events taking place in Babylon during the captiv-
ity plus gives us a foundation understanding of 
what was to become known as the Babylonian 
Succession of Empires that was to rule the world 
until the second coming of Christ.  

Israel, even to the point of being a part of the Bab-
ylonians when they carried Judah and Jerusalem 
away captive.   

God says through Obadiah that He has 
made them small among the heathen and made 
them greatly despised.  Even today, this is still the 
case.  Keep in mind that Judah ultimately con-
quered Edom and forced them to take up the reli-
gion of Judaism, basically making them to be 
Jews.  Though we supposedly consider the Jews, 
or Israeli today to be our friends, in reality this is 
far from the truth.  Also we need to remember that 
those we call Jews today are a mix of Judahites 
who refused to accept Jesus Christ as the Messiah 
(a very small percentage), the Edomites (probably 
a slightly larger percentage) and Khazzars (the 
substantially larger percentage).  Keep this in 
mind as we look at Obadiah. 

God continues by telling them that the 
pride of their heart has deceived them and no mat-
ter how high they exalt themselves, God will 
bring them down.  God says he will destroy the 
wise and understanding men out of Edom.  Be-
cause of what they have done to Jacob, or Israel, 
including helping to take Judah and Jerusalem 
captive by the Babylonians and then rejoicing 
over their destruction, God tells them that their 
reward will return upon their own head.  Obadiah 
lists several instances where Edom should not 
have helped or caused distress to Israel in telling 
them that the reprisal for doing so would come 
back on them.  Instead of gaining what they are 
seeking, Israel will have it in abundance plus the 
inheritance of the Edomites and the kingdom will 
be the LORD’S.  Basically, we now have two 
prophecies that are in effect against Jerusalem and 
the Israeli people.  Jeremiah prophesied the com-
plete and total destruction of Jerusalem and now 
Obadiah is prophesying the complete and total 
destruction of Edom.  The Jews of today are 
pointing their finger at the Palestinian people say-
ing they are Edom and so it is the job of the Jews 
to carry out this prophecy against them as their 
excuse for destroying the Palestinians.  However, 
I think we will see this backfire on them as the 
identity of the real Edomites becomes better 
known.  JRL 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

OBADIAH 

The short book of Obadiah is the first 
book we want to deal with following the Babylo-
nian captivity.  This whole prophecy has to do 
with the Edomites, or descendants of Esau. 

Because Jacob gained the birthright, which 
would normally have been Esau’s because he was 
the oldest, as well as the blessing of their father, 
Isaac, by deceit and subterfuge, Esau and Jacob 
were enemies from the time that this happened.  
While this was God’s plan from the beginning, 
still the descendants of Esau have never stopped 
trying to regain both the birthright and the bless-
ing.  As a result, they did things that have put the 
descendants of Esau and of Jacob in direct con-
flict with each other down through the ages.  We 
find elements of both families in virtually every 
major event of world significance throughout his-
tory, but always opposed to each other.   
 (Read Obadiah) God had certain plans for 
Edom as a people and we find part of those plans 
in the book of Obadiah.  For example, after their 
original conflict between the two about the birth-
right, the next time we find them in conflict in the 
Bible was when Israel was moving from Egypt to 
Canaan, and Edom refused to let them pass across 
their land.  Edom has been a thorn in the side of 
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pression that they were. 
(Read Ezra 2:43-58)  The Nethinims are 

the servants or assistants of the Levites and proba-
bly descended from the Gibeonites, who tricked 
Joshua and the elders of Israel  into making a 
compact with them to not destroy them but to pro-
tect them, thus when the trick was discovered they 
were reduced to servants.  The rest of the servants 
listed in these verses may have been of the same 
lineage.   

(Read Ezra 2:59-63)  These people could 
not prove their lineage, some of whom were of the 
priests.  These that were of the priests were told 
by the Tirshatha, or governor (probably Zerubba-
bel) that they could not eat of the holy things until 
there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thum-
mim.  Exodus 28:15-30 gives the instructions for 
the making of the breastplate of judgment that the 
high priest was to wear.  Verse 30 tells us, “And 
thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment 
the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be 
upon Aaron’s heart, when he goeth in before 
the LORD; and Aaron shall bear the judgment 
of the children of Israel upon his heart before 
the LORD continually.”  These were two flat ob-
jects, possibly stones.  It has been suggested that  
both had Urim on one side and Thummim on the 
other.  To seek an answer from God, somehow 
they were tossed or displayed in some manner, 
possibly like we display dice in a game.  If they 
both displayed “Urim”, which means to curse, the 
answer was negative.  If they both displayed 
“Thummim,” which means to be perfect, the an-
swer was positive, and if one displayed Urim and 
the other Thummim, it meant no answer.  This 
was apparently used frequently until the time of 
the prophets.  King Saul in particular was known 
to use this method of discerning an answer from 
God.  There is no mention of their use after the 
prophets.  In the case here, apparently they would 
be used to determine if these people were true de-
scendants of Judah.  When the Bible speaks of 
casting lots, it was apparently by using the Urim 
and the Thummim in this manner. JRL 

(Read Ezra 2:64-70)  A total of 42,360 
men returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.  
This would not have included women and chil-
dren.  Probably this number could be multiplied 
by 4 to get closer to that actual number of people 
returning including the women and children.  It is 
interesting that the proclamation of King Cyrus 

     A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  
EZRA 

(Read Isaiah 44:28-45:1)  We now know 
that Cyrus was king of Persia that conquered Bab-
ylon and formed the great Persian Empire.  True 
to God’s word, we’re told in the first chapter of 
the book of Ezra that Cyrus made a proclamation 
that the children of Judah be released from captiv-
ity and that they should return to Jerusalem to re-
build the temple.  (Read Ezra 1:1-4)  It is interest-
ing to me that he says that the God of heaven had 
given him all the kingdoms of the earth and 
charged him to build the temple in Jerusalem.  
Not all of the captives were required to return, but 
if they did not return they were to contribute to 
the expense of the rebuilding.  We know that not 
all of the Judahites did return, but it was the com-
mand of the king that they contribute to the ex-
pense.   

(Read Ezra 1:5-11)  The man who was to 
be in charge of this project was Sheshbazzar.  
We’ll find that his other name was Zerubbabel.  
Matt. 1:12 tells us that Zerubbabel was the son of 
Salathiel, the son of Jehoiachin, or Jechonias.   
However, I Chron. 3:19 says he was the son of 
Pedaiah, a brother of Salathiel.  My The New Bi-
ble Dictionary says that this is either a copyist er-
ror or there may have been a levirate marriage. 

I find it interesting that all of the gold and 
silver vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
from the temple in Jerusalem before it was de-
stroyed had been kept intact all during the captiv-
ity.  When the brass was taken, much of it had to 
be broken up to move it because of the size and 
weight of it.  It is also interesting to note the num-
ber of gold and silver vessels, 5400. 

(Read Ezra 2:1-35) This list of the men 
that went with Zerubbabel is listed either by the 
patriarch of the family, or by the city from which 
they came.  Jeshua was the high priest and the 
other nine men listed in vs. 2 were apparently 
chief men of Judah.  (Read Ezra 2:36-39)  These 
were the priests, the first group listed being the 
family from which Jeshua came.  (Read Ezra 2:40
-42)  I am not sure whether the singers and the 
porters were Levites or not.  It has been my im-
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When we published our Study in the 
Book of Revelation, it took 32 issues to complete 
the study.  Mr. T. J. DuPuy, the gentleman who 
takes care of our website 
(kingdomseekersministry.org) has taken all 32 
lessons and put them together into one continuous 
study and has put the complete study on our web-
site.  This should make reading this study much 
easier.  Our thanks goes to Mr. DuPuy.  
 
 

 Mr. Conner  Savoca is adding a radio 
broadcast of study material that we have prepared 
in the past and published in the “Kingdom Spirit” 
to his website, (joyfulsoundpro.com).  He is be-
ginning with our study in the book of Genesis.  
This is very professionally done,  something I be-
lieve you will thoroughly enjoy, whether it is your 
first study of Genesis or just a review.  Thank you 
Mr. Savoca for this added service to the ministry.  

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS !!! 

The KINGDOM SPIRIT RADIO BROADCAST is now airing on our website, and coming soon to ITunes! 
 With this new broadcast and our ministries, we’re striving to help people of all ages learn and 
understand God’s Holy Word.  Our hope and prayer  is that this broadcast will be a major advance-
ment in the complete understanding of the Bible.  We believe the Bible to be the most important 
book in any library, but it must be understood to be of value.  Current and past world events will also 
be touched on in relation with scripture, and how prophecies from scriptures have, are, and will be 
fulfilled.  We’re taking an in-depth study over the duration of these broadcasts that will hopefully give 
you a better understanding, and an inspiration to continuing  learning.  
 You can sign up to receive the monthly broadcast feed via e-mail as well! 
 
 

 


