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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

MATTHEW
We are ready for Matt. 23:25 as we begin
our study this issue. (Read Matt. 23:25-26) The
scribes, priests and Pharisees were far more interested in how they looked to the public that how
they really acted. They were actors. They made
themselves look righteous when they could be
seen, but were totally unrighteous in truth. Jesus
told them to clean up the inside first, before they
cleaned the outside.
(Read Matt. 23:27-33) According to Dr.
Bullinger, it was the practice to whitewash the
sepulchers a month before Passover to warn off
persons from contracting uncleanness. This in
reference to Numbers 19:16, “And whosoever
toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the
open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man,
or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.” Jesus
accuses them of being like these sepulchers, or
graves, being beautiful on the outside but full of
dead men’s bones and uncleanness.
He then tells them that they build the
tombs of the prophets and decorate their monuments and then say that if they had lived in the
time of their fathers, they would not have participated in killing the prophets. Jesus says that in
saying that, they are admitting that they are the
children of those who killed the prophets and then
He tells them that they will fill up the measure or
the amount of guilt that their fathers had, i.e. they
are going to do the same thing to the same degree
that their fathers did.
Jesus then calls them serpents and a brood

of vipers and asks how they can escape the judgment or damnation of Gheena. As we have discussed before, the judgment that Jeremiah pronounced on Judah and Jerusalem in Gheena, or
the valley of the son of Hinnom was that the kingdom of Judah would cease to exist and the city of
Jerusalem would be totally destroyed. (Jer. 19)
This appears to be a repeating judgment with the
destruction of the city by Nebuchadnezzar first
and then again by the Romans in 70 A.D. and several times since with a final fulfillment yet to
come.
(Read Matt. 23:34-36) Because the Pharisees, scribes and priests were claiming that they
would not have killed the prophets as did their
fathers, Jesus says He will send prophets, wise
men and scribes to them and they will kill some of
them and scourge others and persecute them from
city to city. He says he will do this so that “upon
you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel
unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias,
whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.” This is a little confusing, but I believe this
is referring to their crucifixion of Christ that they
are going to be guilty of. The Zacharias that is
referred to here is probably the Zacharias mentioned in II Chron. 24:20-21 (Read). In reading
the two Scriptures it is confusing since the two
don’t agree on the name of the father of Zacharias, Jehoiada being listed as the father in II Chron.
and Barachias is the father’s name in Matt. The
margin of my Bible says that Jehoiada was Zacharias’ foster father which may explain the difference.
Jesus says that all of this shall come on
this generation. We are in 33 A. D., the year
Christ was crucified and Jerusalem was destroyed

in 70 A.D. so it is likely that most of the men living in 33 A.D. would have been alive in 70 A.D.
and we know that there was considerable persecution of Christians by the Jews during this time.
(Read Matt. 23:37-39) Jerusalem, as capital of Judah, when used in this manner included
all the kingdom, or what was left of it, I believe.
Not only was the city to be left desolate in 70
A.D. but Judah itself, as a governmental entity
was to be left desolate. Jesus has said that the
kingdom of God was going to be taken from them
and given unto another nation bringing forth the
fruits of the kingdom.
(Read Matt. 24:1-2) This again reminds
us of the prophecy Jeremiah gave in Jer. 19 regarding the destruction of the city. It was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar as an immediate fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy, then again in 70
A.D. as both a further partial fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy and at least a partial fulfillment
of Christ’s prophecy here in Matt. 24. In 70 A.D.
the Romans burned the city and the temple and
though it appeared to be totally destroyed in 70
A.D. not all the walls of the temple were destroyed, though because of the fact that the gold in
the temple melted and ran down in the cracks of
the wall and floor causing the people to tear the
walls and floor up to try to salvage the gold, it
was not a total destruction that was prophesied by
both Jeremiah and Jesus. So this leaves me to believe that there is yet a complete fulfillment yet to
come.
(Read Matt. 24:3-5) Just as most of us,
Jesus’ disciples wanted to know what to look for
as signs of the second coming of Christ. First He
told them, “For many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ: and shall deceive many.”
This has happened two different ways. There are
those who claim to be Christ Himself and these
have had numerous followers. Then there are
those who say that Jesus is the Christ to try to establish their credibility, but then teach false doctrines, either through ignorance of God’s Word, or
intentionally, that have misled millions of people.
(Read Matt. 24:6-13) There probably has
not been a time since Christ spoke these words
that there has not been wars and rumors of wars,
therefore these are not signs that the return of Jesus is near. The same goes for famines, pestilences and earthquakes. All of these have been happening since the time of Jesus. There are times
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that the intensity of wars and/or natural disasters
increase and times when they decrease. But Jesus
says these are the “beginning of sorrows.”
There have been times when Christians
have been delivered to be afflicted, killed and hated for Christ’s name’s sake. In fact, affliction of
Christians has occurred on an almost continuous
basis since Christ was crucified, to some degree.
Even today we see headlines of Christian missionaries being imprisoned because of their teaching
of Christ, but while this is very serious, we are
being sold out and delivered to affliction on a
wholesale basis right here in America. Most
Christians do not yet realize the seriousness of
what is happening each day. Recently, for example, the governor of Arizona vetoed a law that
would have allowed people in business to refuse
to do business with someone when doing so violated their Christian belief. This in effect forces
the business people of Arizona to cater to homosexuals, drug dealers, pornographers or any other
people involved in perversion of God’s law. This
kind of intrusion into Christian beliefs is only going to get far worse. Vs. 11 says, “And many
false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many.” This, to a large extent, is the reason we
see perversion succeed as it is today. Somehow,
“Religious Correctness” is being promoted among
our so called Christian churches just as Political
Correctness is being promoted. Pastors, preachers, and teachers are ducking down, telling us that
we have to be tolerant, that all we have to worry
about is our salvation, that we have to “love” the
sinners, but hate the sin, instead of standing up
and teaching God’s law and His demand that we
adhere to it. Vs. 12 tells is, “And because iniquity (lawlessness) shall abound, the love of many
shall wax cold.” We have twisted God’s Word
around so that we have totally missed God’s will.
We’re taught in our churches that the Law has
been done away with. When there is no law, lawlessness is the result. Of course it is going to
abound when people are taught to do what feels
good to them. Christianity is being destroyed
wholesale right here in America and we already
see people paying a pretty high price for advocating Christian principles and laws. Also again recently, we saw our U.S. Attorney General tell the
state attorney generals that it is okay for them to
not enforce laws of their respective states that declare that marriage is to be between one man and

one woman. These things are happening so fast
that most Christians don’t even realize what is
happening. It is hard to keep up with, so most
don’t. Certainly Jesus was right when He said
the “love of many shall wax cold.”
That these things are happening is certainly in keeping with Christ’s prophecies, but again
this is not necessarily a sign of the return of
Christ. It is a sign that we as a people have turned
our back on God and we can be assured there will
be a price to pay for such debauchery.
Verse 13 says, “But he that shall endure
unto the end, the same shall be saved.” We
need to be clear. This is not saying that one has to
endure to the end of the age, but rather to one’s
own end, i.e. all of our life. For some this may be
a short period of time, i.e. the length of time between acceptance of justification and the end of
one’s life. For others it can be a whole lifetime
when acceptance is done as a child.
(Read Matt. 24:14) We have discussed
this before. We need first to see that Jesus says
the gospel of the kingdom, not the gospel of salvation or justification. Certainly salvation or justification is part of the gospel of the kingdom, but
very little is preached about the rest of the
knowledge of the kingdom of God. It is assumed
by many that the kingdom of God means heaven.
Yet both the Old Testament and the New deals
with God’s kingdom here on the earth. I believe
that there is beginning to be a more universal
teaching of the kingdom than there has been in the
past and it is coming from different quarters, but I
am not sure when Jesus says “then shall the end
come” if He is referring to the first resurrection or
the great white throne of judgment. I tend to believe it might be the latter. If this is the case, then
the gospel of the kingdom may very well be what
is preached during the millennium.
(Read Matt. 24:15-28) In the past I believe that I have been reading verse 15 wrong.
Years ago I read a commentary in which the writer indicated that the “abomination of desolation”
was the Mosque of Omar that supposedly sits on
the site of the former temple in Jerusalem. This
made sense to me and I never really looked at
what verse 15 was saying. Before I explain, let’s
look at the book of Daniel where Daniel mentions
the “abomination of desolation.” In Dan. 9:27,
Daniel is giving his 70 week prophecy and concludes it with, “And he shall confirm the cove-

nant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he
shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured
upon the desolate.” Then in Dan. 11:31 he is
giving a prophecy involving the king of the south
and the king of the north which I believe had to
do with two of the generals of Alexander the
Great’s army fighting over the land of Palestine
after the Greek kingdom was divided between
four of these generals following Alexander’s
death. It reads, “And arms shall stand on his
part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of
strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that
maketh desolate.” The reference that I believe
Matt. 24:15 is referring to is Dan. 12:11, “And
from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be
taken away, and the abomination that maketh
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two
hundred and ninety days.”
I believe the way I should have read Matt.
24:15 is, desolation is the abomination, or that
which makes desolate is the abomination. In this
case, I believe it is referring to the destruction of
Jerusalem and the temple by the Roman’s in 70
A.D. Rebellion by the Jews against the Romans
is what brought this destruction or desolation.
Had the people understood the “law of tribulation,” things might have been different. (Read
Deut. 28:47-51) The law goes on with more details, but this gives us an idea of the “law of tribulation.” Very often prophecy is simply the law.
Most Christians at the time did recognize what
Jesus was talking about and took Jesus’ advice
and left the city and crossed over to the other side
of the Jordan River to the town of Pelia in the
country of Perea, thus were saved from the
slaughter that ensued. That the Romans desolated
the temple before it was burned, (which incidentally it was not Titus’ intention to destroy the
temple, but the fire that resulted from the battle
got out of hand and destroyed the temple) is evidenced by the Arch of Titus. This was built by
Domitian, brother of Titus and his successor as
Roman Emperor, and pictures the Golden Candlestick and the silver trumpets, which indicates that
these treasures were in Roman hands. However,
it is interesting that there was no Ark of the Covenant pictured because, I believe, Jeremiah re3

moved it before Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the
temple the first time.
This prophecy, as I have said, applied primarily to the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D.,
but as with many prophecies, it could have multiple fulfillments. However, as I thought about this,
since there is no longer a central temple as there
was then there in Jerusalem, but rather the temples of the bodies of the individual Christians, if it
was to happen again I believe it would mean that
those temples would have to be come desolate.
This isn’t out of the realm of possibility with the
failure of the churches to teach the Word of God,
but I certainly hope we don’t see this.
Verse 21 says, “For then shall be great
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning
of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.”
The term “for then” doesn’t really tell us as much
as we would like to know as to timing. It could
be read “after that” referring to what I believe was
the Roman destruction of Jerusalem. But that
doesn’t tell us if it was to happen immediately
after or some time after. There was a great tribulation in Jerusalem and Judea following the destruction of the city, but was this what Jesus was
referring to? To be honest, I’m not sure. Something that made the tribulation of the people in
and around Jerusalem much worse was there were
a group of Jewish zealots called the “Sicari”
which means “people of the daggers.” They were
assassins. They were dedicated to resisting any
nation that attacked Judah. The problem was that
they killed thousands of Jews to keep them from
subjecting themselves to Rome. By 73 A.D. they
were led by a man named Eleazer. They were
finally ejected from Jerusalem and they moved to
a mountain fortress called Masada. The Romans
had to build a ramp up to it to take it, but they did
build the ramp and the night they completed the
ramp, all of the Sicari committed suicide. Only
an elderly woman and five children survived by
hiding themselves. The point is that they added
greatly to the tribulation that the people had to go
through and when it was all over, very few people
of Jerusalem survived.
There has been great tribulation in one
form or another since Jerusalem was destroyed
that has affected most of the world, but whether
this Scripture is indicative of yet a greater tribulation, I’m not sure. Certainly it appears to me that
the world has set itself up for a very great tribula-

tion economically. There is no way that the way
our whole economic system is set up can continue
forever. It has to fail and I believe other Scriptures tell us this is going to be the case. If the
economic system fails, this will result in all kinds
of problems like famine and starvation, sickness
and disease, pestilences and no telling what else.
Vs. 22 tells us how serious this will be.
It is interesting to me that as we study the
times when Israel and/or Judah was punished for
their disobedience, the punishment was always for
a certain number of days, or years, or counted in
lives lost, etc. There was always a reason that
was also enumerated though we are not always
told, at least directly, this enumerated cause. The
point is that God sets the length of times for these
punishments before they take place. I do not see
Him doing any differently with the potential tribulation that we are probably facing. However, He
tells us that those days will be shortened for the
elect’s sake. Though He may have already set the
length of time for this tribulation to take place, He
has ways of shortening the days lawfully. I don’t
pretend to know how He might shorten them, but
I believe He will do it lawfully. An example of
how He shortens days is how He figures the Jubilee. The Jubilee was to be observed every fifty
years, but the fiftieth is the first year of the next
fifty, thus it is only 49 years from one Jubilee to
the next.
I might point out that those who teach
what I consider the false doctrine of a rapture, at
least as I understand it, teach that Christians will
not have to go through this tribulation. I see nothing here that indicates such an escape. We’ll discuss this a little more later.
Jesus then warns the people to be on guard
against false Christs and prophets. When He returns it will be no secret, all will know that He has
returned.
We’ll continue with verse 29 in our next
issue. JRL
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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

NEHEMIAH
In our last issue, we progressed from studying the book of Ezra on to the book of Nehemiah. We want to continue our study with chapter 6.
The jobs of men like Ezra and Nehemiah
were very difficult jobs to deal with as we have
seen in our study of the book of Ezra and chapter
5 of Nehemiah, that we studied in our last lesson,
because the people seem to never learn the lessons
of past experience. As we continue in our study
of Nehemiah, we’ll see that this doesn’t change.
In the 6th chapter we get back to the building of
the wall and the problems that Nehemiah faced in
getting this done. (Read Nehemiah 6:1-4) Nehemiah was pretty good at smelling a rat, so to
speak. Though Sanballat. Tobiah, and Geshem
the Arabian tried four times to get Nehemiah
away from Jerusalem on the pretext of having a
meeting at some village away from Jerusalem to
talk, Nehemiah refused all four times telling them
he had a great work to do and could not leave it.
(Read Nehemiah 6:5-9) Sanballat then
sent an open letter to Nehemiah filled with false
accusations thinking that might get Nehemiah to
5

leave the city to talk to Sanballat and his cohorts.
He accused Nehemiah of building the wall so that
the Jews could rebel against the king, that Nehemiah planned to become the king of Jerusalem
and Judah and that he had appointed prophets to
preach that there was a king in Jerusalem. Sanballat then threatened to report to King Artaxerxes
that these things were so if Nehemiah still refused
to come out of Jerusalem to talk to him. Nehemiah sent a message back to Sanballat telling him
that these accusations were false and came from
the imagination of Sanballat’s mind. He then
turns to God with a short prayer asking God to
strengthen his hands.
(Read Nehemiah 6:10-14) When all the
previous efforts to get Nehemiah off the job
failed, Sanballat and Tobiah hired a man by the
name of Shemaiah, a Jew, to try to make Nehemiah so afraid that he would go into the temple and
lock himself in, supposedly for his own protection, thus take himself off the job. Nehemiah perceived what was going on and refused to go into
the temple. They were trying anything that would
give cause for an evil report that they could send
to the king with the hope that he would stop the
building of the wall. Again Nehemiah prayed a
short imprecatory prayer against Sanballat and
Tobiah and a prophetess named Noadiah and the
other prophets that thought to intimidate him.
(Read Nehemiah 6:15-16) Though they
had been told that they couldn’t even get the refuse out of the streets to get to the stones and other materials that were there among the refuse to
build the wall, they completed it in 52 days. This
would have been somewhat of a miracle and was
recognized as such by those that were opposed to
the re-building of the wall and the city. They realized that this miracle was of God and as Scripture says, “were much cast down.”
(Read Nehemiah 6:17-19) Now we can
understand more why many of the Jews were loyal to Tobiah and also understand one of the problems with the people’s marriages with the people
of the land. Tobaih was the son-in-law of a prominent Jew and his son had also married daughter
of another prominent Jew. Many of the Jews
thought highly of Tobiah, apparently not realizing
that he was really their enemy. Tobiah seemed to
feel he was well enough established among the
Jews that he sent letters to Nehemiah trying to
intimidate him.

(Read Nehemiah 7:1-6) Apparently in
preparation to return to Shushan, the palace of
King Artaxerxes, Nehemiah appointed his brother, who was the man who had been in Jerusalem
and reported its condition to Nehemiah as we read
in chapter 1, and another man by the similar name
of Hananiah, who was ruler of the palace (the
governor’s palace or where government business
was conducted) to rule over Jerusalem. Because
of the continued threats of Sanballat and others
like him, Nehemiah instructed Hanani and Hananiah to keep the gates of the city closed except in
the middle of the day and to set up guards and to
keep every one watchful continually.
At this point not enough people had returned to fully fill the city of Jerusalem. Nehemiah felt God had put it into his heart to gather the
people together that they might be registered according to their genealogy. He found the list of
people that came up first with Zerubbabel to help
with the process. The rest of chapter 7 is pretty
much a repeat of Ezra 2 giving that list.
(Read Nehemiah 8:1-8) As part of the registering the people, the people gathered in the
street, or plaza before the Watergate of the city
and Ezra and some of his helpers read and expounded on the law that God had given Moses
from morning until midday.
(Read Nehemiah 8:9-12) Nehemiah (the
Tirshatha or governor) and Ezra and the Levites
who had been helping with the teaching of the law
encouraged the people to celebrate the rest of the
day, to make merry and be happy. So this the
people did.
(Read Nehemiah 8:13-18) The people
came together again the second day for more
reading of the law and it was found that the people were to get tree branches and make booths and
stay in them and celebrate a feast for seven days.
The people then did as the law required for the
seven days of the feast of tabernacles and then the
eighth days they had a solemn assembly. We’re
told that since the days of Joshua, the man who
took Moses’ place, the people of Israel had not
kept this feast.
(Read Nehemiah 9:1-5) I am assuming
that the 24th day of this month was the 8th day of
the feast of tabernacles, at least in this year. The
people are humbly gathered together and the people who could prove their genealogy separated
themselves from the non-Israelites and stood and
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read the law for ¼ part of the day and then confessed and worshipped another ¼ part of the day.
Then several of the Levites stood and told the
people to stand up and bless the LORD their God
for ever and ever and to bless His name.
Then in blessing God they acknowledged
Him as creator of all things and then recited a
condensed history of what all God had done for
Israel starting with Abraham and the promises
made to him by God. (Read Nehemiah 9:6-37)
This historical account needs little explanation.
After acknowledging God as the Creator and Sovereign, they start with Abraham as this is the real
start of the story and plan that the Bible portrays.
Because God had been faithful in His promises to
Abraham, verse 38 then records the reaction of
the people. “And because of all this we make a
sure covenant, and write it; and our princes,
Levites, and priest, seal unto it.”
Nehemiah 10:1-27 then gives us a list of
the men who signed this covenant beginning with
Nehemiah, the governor. (Read Nehemiah10:2839) This details the oath that they took and
signed. Having just been instructed in the law,
they vowed to keep that law, to not intermarry
with the people of the land, to honor the Sabbath
including the Sabbath years, to present their
firstborn children and animals to God, to bring to
the priests the first fruits of everything from their
bread dough to their grain, wine and oil, to compensate the Levites and the Levites in turn to present the tithe of the tithes. They added a couple of
other things to the oath such as charging themselves a third part of a shekel annually for the
maintenance of the temple and arranging among
themselves for the wood for the altar.
Apparently most of the people returning
from Babylon wanted to live outside of Jerusalem,
so they had to take some remedial steps. They
decided that 1/10th of the people should live in
Jerusalem, so they cast lots to see who that would
be. Some people willingly said they would live in
Jerusalem and of course there were already some
living there. 1/10th seemed to be the number that
was needed to sufficiently populate the city.
(Read Nehemiah 11:1-4) Verses 5-36 then gives
the names of the men who lived in Jerusalem.
The first 26 verses of chapter 12 gives the
names of the heads of the fathers houses of the
priests in the generations leading up to the dedication of the wall starting with the chief fathers of

the priests and Levites that came up from Babylon
with Zerubbabel. At the time of the dedication of
the wall, the apparent chief priest was Eliashib.
Verses 27-43 describes the dedication celebration
naming some of the priests and others that took
part in the celebration.
(Read Nehemiah 12:44-47) I have to admit to having missed something concerning Solomon’s temple and the temple that the Jews were
rebuilding here in Jerusalem. I had not realized
that a large portion of the temple building or
buildings were granaries and storage facilities for
the tithes. Since the tithes were of grain, oil and
wine as well as animals, the tithe was brought into
the storehouses which were part of the temple and
then distributed back out to the priests and Levites
as needed. We’re told here that there were men
appointed as caretakers over these treasuries or
storehouses. Then we’re told that the singers and
the porters were given their share of the tithe as
had been done by King David.
(Read Nehemiah 13:1-3) The mixing with
the people of the land had continued to be a problem. Again we’re told that when they read in the
law, on this day of dedication, that they were not
to let the Moabite and Ammonite come into the
congregation of God, they again separated themselves from the mixed multitude.
(Read Nehemiah 13:4-9) Before the dedication of the wall, Nehemiah had gone back to
Shushan to report to the king. Things happened
while he was gone that were not good. Tobiah
was an Ammonite. We’ll see a little later that one
of the sons of Eliashib had married a daughter of
Sanballat who was a Moabite. I think we can see
that there became fairly close ties between the
priesthood and Sanballat and Tobiah. We’re told
here that Eliashib had allied himself closely with
Tobaih and and cleared out a large store room in
the temple for Tobaih to live in. When Nehemiah
returned to Jerusalem and found out what had
happened in his absence, he was sorely grieved.
He threw Tobiah’s belongings out of the temple
and had the chamber thoroughly cleansed and
brought the vessels of the house of God back into
the chamber with the offerings and frankincense
that should have been stored there.
(Read Nehemiah 13:10-14) He also found
that the tithe had not been brought in and distribution made to the Levites. He says that he contended with the rulers and brought them together

and set them in their place. I am assuming this
meant that they were thoroughly reprimanded as
the next verse says, “Then brought all Judah
the tithe of the corn and the new wine and the
oil unto the treasuries.” He then appointed men
to see that the proper distribution was made. Nehemiah was apparently a forceful man and I get
the impression that he sometimes felt he might
have over done it as he then goes to God with a
short prayer like the one in verse 14, “Remember
me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not
out my good deeds that I have done for the
house of my God, and for the offices thereof.”
(Read Nehemiah 13:15-23) Nehemiah
also found people working on the Sabbath and
merchants from Tyre selling their goods in Jerusalem on the Sabbath. After testifying against all
who were laboring and selling on the Sabbath, he
ordered the gates of the city to be closed the evening before the Sabbath and not to be opened until
after the Sabbath. This didn’t completely solve
the problem as he found some of the merchants
and sellers set up for business outside the gate.
He confronted them and told them that if he found
them there again, he would lay hands on them.
He says they came not again on the Sabbath. He
then appointed Levites to guard the gates. Then
again we find another of his short prayers.
(Read Nehemiah 13:23-31) The interracial marriage problem has again cropped up
among the people and Nehemiah became aware of
it. In verse 30, Nehemiah says that he cleansed
the people from all strangers, but he doesn’t say
what he did unless what he did in verse 25 was it.
“And I contended with them and cursed them,
and smote certain of them, and plucked off
their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters unto their
sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons,
or for yourselves.” Here is where we are told that
a grandson of Eliashib, the high priest, had married a daughter of Sanballat. Nehemiah says that
he chased him from him. Then we find a short
imprecatory prayer against those who had defiled
the priesthood, the covenant of the priesthood and
of the Levites. Nehemiah says that he then appointed the service and duties of the priests and
the Levites.
In the book of II Maccabees 2:13 in the
Apocrypha we’re told that Nehemiah founded a
library and gathered together the acts of the kings,
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and the prophets, and of David, and the epistles of
the kings concerning the holy gifts.
This concludes the book and the chronological history of the Old Testament. There are
other books such as Esther and Job that give us a
history of a particular story, but don’t necessarily
have chronological significance. There are other
books such as Psalms, Proverbs, etc. that have
other purposes and though there is some prophetical information in some of them, they too do not
have the chronological significance that we are
trying to follow to complete our story. However,
there is still one prophet whose writing that we
have not yet considered. Malachi wrote his book
sometime after the events of Nehemiah, but we
don’t know just when.
We’ll begin our study next issue with a
study of the book of Malachi. JRL

EDITOR’S NOTE
There is much happening in our nation in
this day and time, some being reported in the media and some not. It is becoming more and more
apparent that much of what is happening is a result of God’s judgment. To my surprise, I recently
heard Dr. Franklin Graham agree with this and
plead with we Americans to repent. As has always been with Israel, repentance has been and is
the answer to our problems whether it be natural
disasters, such as the recent flood in Louisiana,
or the crime we are witnessing daily, or the lack
of Christian leadership both civilly or ecclesiastically. The apostle Peter tells us in I Peter 4:17,
For the time is come that judgment must begin
at the house of God: and if it first begin at us,
what shall the end be of them that obey not the
gospel of God. Peter then continues by quoting
Proverbs 11:31, And if the righteous scarcely be
saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear? It is critical the we ourselves truly repent and that we earnestly pray that God will
grant repentance to our nation. This cannot be
stressed to much. JRL
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