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We are nearly complete with our study of 
the book of Matthew, but we need to look at the 
final chapter as it is Christ’s resurrection that 
gives us hope of our own resurrection. 

(Read Matt. 28:1-8)  For some reason 
there are those that question the length of time 
Jesus was in the grave.  We’ll discuss it more lat-
er, but for now keep in mind that the first day of 
the feast would have been a Sabbath and there 
would have been a regular Sabbath as well.  These 
were probably back to back Sabbaths in that par-
ticular year.   

I can only imagine the fear that possessed 
those who were supposed to be guarding the tomb 
as they first experienced the earthquake, then the 
angel rolling back the stone, and then the sight of 
Jesus coming out of the tomb.  We’re told their 
fear was so great that they were as dead men.   

As we have mentioned before, the women 
were going to “embalm” the body with sweet 
smelling oils and ointments, but were told on their 
arrival that He was not there and even were 
shown the empty tomb.  Again, I think we can 
only imagine both the fear and the joy that the 
women experienced as they ran to tell the disci-
ples what they had seen and experienced.   

(Read Matt. 28:9,10)  Upon seeing Jesus 
personally we’re told that they came and held 
Him by His feet and worshipped Him.  This may 
or may not be quite accurate as we’ll see later in 
our study, but the important thing is that they rec-
ognized Him and worshipped Him. As they had 

already been told by the angel, Jesus told them to 
tell the disciples to go to Galilee and He would 
see them there.   

(Read Matt. 28:11-15)  This is the origin 
of the story that is still told today to take our eye 
off the actual resurrection.  Very often we spend a 
lot of our study and meditating time on the cruci-
fixion at the expense of the resurrection.  We need 
to keep in mind that it is the resurrection that 
gives us hope of the same.  This is the thing we 
need to take great joy in, and look forward to it. 

(Read Matt. 28:16-20)  Matthew doesn’t 
give us much information concerning what hap-
pened when Jesus appeared to the disciples.  Of 
course we’re told that they worshipped Him.  We 
need to pay close attention to the instruction He 
gave them.  There are no restrictions here; they 
were told to go to all the world.  It is real interest-
ing to me how this took place and how little time 
it took for the gospel of Christ and His kingdom 
to spread across the then known world. 

Before we leave the book of Matthew, re-
member that we said before we started that Mat-
thew presents Jesus as Jehovah’s King.  While it 
may have been somewhat subtle at times, I be-
lieve we can see that indeed this is how Jesus was 
presented.  Each of the authors of the Gospels pre-
sent Jesus in a different light.  As we go into the 
book of Mark, Jesus is presented as Jehovah’s 
Servant.  Another way that we might consider the 
four gospels is that each of the authors are wit-
nesses testifying of what they either saw and/or 
heard.  JRL 
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(Read Mark 1:16-28)  Keeping in mind 
that we said that Mark presents Jesus as Jehovah’s 
servant, note that he tells us more of what Jesus 
did and less about what He said.  Mark recounts 
the choosing of the first four disciples, Simon 
(Peter), Andrew, James and John.   

Then we have a new occurrence that we 
did not see in Matthew’s gospel.  It is interesting 
to me that these evil spirits know who Jesus is and 
seem to be anticipating their judgment. 

(Read Mark 1:29-31)  There are events 
that appear to be the same events as recorded in 
other gospels, but at different times  and in a dif-
ferent order.  If we consider that Matthew and 
John were with Christ and actually saw the events 
occur, but are writing many years later, their rec-
ollections may not be totally the same.  Mark and 
Luke are taking what they are writing from what 
they have heard others talk about it so it would be 
quite understandable that they might not have the 
events in the same order as another author.   

One of the significant points of this story 
about Peter’s mother-in-law is that this tells us 
that Peter was married.  We don’t see this for sure 
with most of the rest of the apostles.   

(Read Mark 1:32-34)  The word “devil” is 
translated from the Greek word, “daimonion” and 
means “daimon, demon, or shade.”  Again, it is 
interesting to me that when he cast them out of 
people, Jesus did not allow the demons to speak 
because they knew who He was.  

(Read Mark 1:35-45)  We mentioned in 
our study of Matthew that Jesus used the healing 
of the sick to establish His authority.  But we can 
see here that it became somewhat of a problem as 
well.  Telling the leper He healed to not tell any-
one about his healing was somewhat for Jesus’ 
own protection.  However, I don’t think any of us 
would have blamed the leper for spreading the 
word, but we see that this made it impossible for 
Jesus to enter into the city because He would have 
been mobbed if He did so.  This didn’t stop the 
people from coming to Him, but it may have giv-
en Him a little more breathing space, so to speak.  
As we saw in Matthew, Jesus instructed the leper 
to obey the laws of cleansing that were given to 
Moses for when a leper was healed.  We’re not 
told whether the man did this or not.   

Again I want to point out that Mark por-
trays Christ as Jehovah’s servant by recording 
things Christ did more than what He said.  The 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

MARK 

 Mark, he spent considerable time 
with Peter as an interpreter for him.  Some think 
that what Mark wrote was what Peter preached.  
Mark also spent considerable time with Barnabas 
and Paul, especially with Barnabas, but he also 
spent some time with Luke.  So though he may 
not have seen Jesus, he was later in the company 
of some of the great apostles and Christian lead-
ers.   

His Latin name was Mark, but his Hebrew 
name was John, so we see him called by both 
names in Scripture, John Mark.  His mother was 
named Mary who we assume was a fairly wealthy 
widow and a Christian.  There is no mention of 
his father, though Peter says in I Peter 5:13, “The 
church that is at Babylon, elected together with 
you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my 
son.”  Some have taken this to mean that Peter 
was Mark’s father, but most deny that this was a 
possibility and feel that Peter was only saying this 
of the younger man as a term of endearment.  
Mark had a nick name of “stubby fingers”, but it 
is not known if this was natural or that he had had 
some or all of his fingers severed some how. 

(Read Mark 1:1-8)  Mark begins with the 
beginning of Christ’s ministry and condenses 
much of what happens.  He immediately estab-
lishes that the ministry of John the Baptist was the  
fulfillment of Mal. 3:1 and 4:5,6.   

(Read Mark 1:9-11)  He dispenses with 
the preliminaries and goes directly to what hap-
pened when Jesus was baptized, the descending of 
the Spirit on Jesus and the voice from heaven say-
ing, “Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” 

(Read Mark 1:12,13)  Mark skips the de-
tails of Christ’s temptation in the wilderness that 
we read in Matthew by simply telling us that He 
went to the wilderness for fourty days, was tempt-
ed and then ministered to by the angels. 

(Read Mark 1:14,15)  Jesus began His 
ministry in earnest when John the Baptist was im-
prisoned.  The theme of His ministry is summed 
up in, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gos-
pel.”  Each statement could be expanded on, but 
this is the core of Christ’s ministry.   
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first 12 verses of chapter 2 illustrate this.  (Read 
Mark 2:1-12)  I don’t know who had the faith 
here, the four that were carrying the  paralytic, or 
the paralytic, or all of them, but they seemed to 
certainly have the faith that Jesus would heal the 
man if they could just get him to Him.  I don’t 
know how the roof was constructed, but it was 
apparently a fairly easy task to take it apart so that 
they could let the paralytic down to Jesus since 
the house was packed so full of people that it was 
impossible to get him to Jesus any other way.   

Jesus is, in effect, also talking to the 
scribes that were present when He talks to the par-
alytic.  Their reasoning was that only God could 
forgive sins after Jesus told the paralytic that his 
sins were forgiven.  Jesus then plays on their rea-
soning.  Accepting their reasoning, He asks which 
would be easier to say, “Thy sins be forgiven 
thee” or “Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
walk?”  He then tells them that He said what he 
did to the man so that they would know that “the 
Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins.”  The word “power” could, or should, have 
been translated “authority.”  If only God could 
forgive sins, He is telling them, since He has the 
authority to forgive sin, He must be God.  I’m 
sure it didn’t register with the scribes this way, 
but they could not say that Jesus did not tell them 
who He was.  He then told the man to arise and 
take up his bed and walk which he did, healing 
that could only come from God. 

(Read Mark 2:13-17)  Levi is another 
name for Matthew, one of the apostles.  As we 
mentioned before, he was a tax collector, a trade 
group that was hated by the people.  Jesus, after 
calling him went to his house for a meal.  Mat-
thew’s friends were certainly not of the Pharisees 
or scribes, but rather of the lower class of people 
including other tax collectors.  When the Phari-
sees and scribes saw that Jesus ate with these peo-
ple, they asked His disciples why He lowered 
Himself to eat with these sinners, Jesus’ answer 
was classic.  Jesus was not acknowledging that 
the Pharisees and scribes were righteous, but be-
cause they considered themselves righteous, Jesus 
is telling them that He came to call those who 
considered themselves sinners, not those who 
considered themselves to be righteous.  So long as 
they considered themselves to be righteous, it 
would have been useless to preach to them con-
cerning repentance. 

(Read Mark 2:18-20)  It was apparently 
the time of a fast and the Pharisees and the disci-
ples of John the Baptist were fasting at the time 
and Jesus and His disciples were not.  I’m sure 
that customs and traditions for most of the Jews 
did not change until after the day of Pentecost fol-
lowing Jesus’ resurrection and ascension.  How-
ever Jesus’ disciples were following Him and He 
was beginning to change those customs and tradi-
tions.  Again, however, Jesus was giving clues as 
to who He really was.  It is easy for us to see these 
clues now in retrospect, but what was going to 
happen, I’m sure was beyond the imagination of 
most everyone.  The book of Hosea clearly identi-
fies the “bridegroom” as God Himself, but pre-
senting Himself as the bridegroom here in an al-
most parable way would have made it difficult for 
the Pharisees and John’s disciples to put the piec-
es of the puzzle together, though I believe that 
John’s disciples were truly trying to do so. 

(Read Mark 2:21, 22) In these two exam-
ples that Jesus gives them, He is introducing them 
to the New Covenant.  The Old Covenant, be-
cause of its conditional nature, could not be re-
vamped or repaired to accommodate the uncondi-
tional nature of the New Covenant.  As sewing a 
new, unshrunk, piece of cloth on an old garment 
or putting new wine in an old bottle would result 
in a disaster, trying to accommodate the New 
Covenant with the Old likewise would not work. 

(Read Mark 2:23-28)  I look at this story 
as another example of Jesus teaching of the 
change from the Old Covenant to the New.  The 
Pharisees had  become so wrapped up in all of the 
various laws that they had come up with dealing 
with the Sabbath that they had forgotten the origi-
nal reason for the Sabbath.  The transition from 
the Old to the New is from “have to” to “want to,” 
from “the law written in a book” to “the law writ-
ten in the heart.”  He points out that He is Lord of 
the Sabbath, our following Him is something that 
we want to do out of our love for Him.  Just as 
putting a cow that had got out of a pasture back in 
on the Sabbath was not a violation of the Sabbath, 
neither was eating food that was available on the 
Sabbath was not a violation.  Had they understood 
the real reason for the Sabbath, they would have 
understood this, but they had been blinded by 
their own arrogance.   

(Read Mark 3:1-6)  Jesus continues to try 
to show the Pharisees the foolishness of their man
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-made laws, but this only hardened their hearts all 
the more.  The Herodians, as we discussed before 
were probably a party of the Jews who were loyal 
to King Herod and his sons, thus were not op-
posed to the Roman government.  Normally they 
and the Pharisees would not have gotten along 
well, but the Pharisees were desperate to eliminate 
Jesus as He was destroying their laws that they 
depended so much on, so the Pharisees were will-
ing to ally themselves with anyone whom they 
thought would help their cause. 

(Read Mark 3: 7-12)  While Jesus did 
most of His ministry in the area around the Sea of 
Galilee, people were coming to see Him from Ju-
dea and Jerusalem, Edom, Tyre and Sidon, and 
from the other side of the Jordan River.  As He 
taught and healed by the seaside the multitude be-
came so great that He had the disciples get a small 
ship available in case the people thronged Him.  
He continued to heal all that came to Him even so 
much as to touch His garments that they might be 
healed.  He cast out evil spirits, but in doing so He 
forbade them to tell who He was.   

(Read Mark 3:13-19)  Some of the apos-
tles had two names.  Bartholomew is known as 
Nathaniel in John 1.  Thaddaeus is also known as 
Lebbaeus.  When we studied the naming of the 
apostles in Matthew, I said that Simon, the Ca-
naanite was so named because he came from the 
city of Cana.  My Bible dictionary disagrees and 
says the following: “(Canaanite) should be ren-
dered Cananaean, an adherent of the party later 
known as the Zealots…whether Simon was a 
zealot in the political sense or the religious sense 
is a matter of some debate.” 

(Read Mark 3:20,21)  This gives us an 
idea of how the multitude of people pressed Him 
to hear Him and be healed by Him. 

(Read Mark 3:22-30)  We read of this say-
ing by Jesus in Matt. 12.  One thing I need to 
point out here in Mark is  where it says in vs. 29, 
“But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy 
Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger 
of eternal damnation.” we need to read it as age 
lasting judgment, not perpetual punishment as this 
is forbidden by God’s law.  Again, I believe blas-
phemy against the Holy Spirit to be failure to for-
give those who have transgressed against us.   

(Read Mark 3:31-35)  Again, we discussed 
this when studying Matthew. 
 (Read Mark 4:1-20)  We discussed this 

parable and its explanation when studying Matt. 
13, but here Jesus adds something to the end of 
the parable.  (Read Mark 4:21-25) The candle rep-
resents the one who heard the word and under-
stood it.  He is to be a light to others.  A light is 
not brought forth to be put under a basket or under 
the bed, but is to be put on the lamp stand that it 
might provide light.  In vs. 22 the words “shall” 
and “should” are rendered in other translations as 
“may”.  It would read, “For there is nothing hid, 
which may not be manifested; neither was any 
thing kept secret, but that it may come abroad 
(to light).  I’m not sure which is correct.  But I 
think the intent is that one who has heard the word 
and understood should let his light so shine that 
that which is hidden may be manifested and any-
thing that has been kept secret may come to the 
light.  Then He gives the admonition to take heed 
what one hears.  In Luke 8, the admonition is to 
take heed how one hears.  They both could be 
right.  We need to be careful of what we hear, be-
ing sure we comprehend the truth.  I believe that 
He is saying that how much truth we receive de-
pends on how much we seek it.  If we seek it, not 
only will we receive that which we seek, but more 
will be given to us.  But if we stop seeking, even 
that which we have we will lose.  JRL 

(Read Mark 4:26-29)  He likens the king-
dom of God to a grain plant.  While we can see 
the plant spring up from a seed and ultimately de-
velop into a ripened head of grain, we cannot ex-
plain how that happens.  But when it is ripe, we 
harvest it.  So it is with the kingdom of God, we 
can see it grow, but only God knows how and 
when it is ready for the harvest, but when it is He 
will harvest it.   

(Read Mark 4:30-34)  We studied this par-
able in Matthew, but we need to take heed to 
verse 34.  Though we see this same thing said 
elsewhere, we need to again take note of the fact 
that we’re told that Jesus spake not to the people, 
particularly the Pharisees and priests, except in 
parables.  Thus we know that such stories as the 
rich man and Lazarus is a parable and not a fact.  
This is important for our understanding.  

(Read Mark 4:35-41)  It is significant that 

One who can control the forces of nature can con-

trol the force of man.  While peace, or shalom in 

the Hebrew, is used as a greeting quite often, only 

Christ has the power to bring about complete 
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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

MALACHI 

Judah have married the daughter of a strange god, 
i.e.  a woman temple worshipper of a strange god.  
In other words, Judah has played the harlot by 
serving other gods.  Verse 12 tells us that God 
will cut off the man that has gone after other gods 
from the tabernacles of Jacob, i.e. those who are 
guilty will lose their citizenship in the kingdom of 
God, from those true to God who make a true of-
fering to the LORD of hosts.   

Remember that Malachi is prophesying to 
Judah after they have returned to Jerusalem after 
the Babylonian captivity, thus he says you have 
done it again.  This was part of the problem that 
put them into the Babylonian captivity in the first 
place, yet here they are doing the same thing 
again.  We have already seen in Ezra and Nehemi-
ah that the people had a propensity to marry the 
people of the land, thus expose themselves to the 
false gods of the people of the land.  Dr. Bullinger 
indicates that the tears and crying out mentioned 
in verse 13 is that of the women and children that 
have been wronged by their husbands and fathers.  
Thus, God says He will not regard their offerings.  
But they ask in verse 14, why not?  The answer is 
because God has been a witness of what they are 
doing, dealing treacherously with the wife of 
one’s youth.  God says that she is still one’s com-
panion and the wife of the marriage covenant.   

Verse 15 then first asks the question, “did 
not He make one?” This is a reference to Gen. 
2:24, “Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 
and they shall be one flesh.”  Then verse 15 goes 
on to say, “Yet had he the residue of the spirit,” 
i.e. He could have made more than one wife for 
Adam.  Dr. Bullinger claims that this verse is el-
liptical, so to understand it properly we need to 
supply the ellipsis.  He has the following note on 
the question, “And wherefore one?”, “And what 
(did) that one (Abraham) who (was) seeking a 
seed of (or from) God?  The logical Ellipsis must 
be further supplied: ‘Was Abraham faithless to 
Sarah and did he ill-treat her when he took an 
additional wife?  How much more ought ye to be 
faithful to your wives?’ 

Verse 16 says that God hates putting 
away.  The term “putting away” does not mean 
divorce, but rather the “sending her out of your 
house”, one part of the divorce law.  Divorce also 
requires the written bill of divorce or disowner-
ship.  God hates the one without the other.  “For 

We left off last issue with Malachi 2:10-
16.  I would like to begin this issue with a com-
ment of these verses.  The prophet appears to be 
the one to ask the questions in verse 10, “Have 
we not all one father? Hath not one God creat-
ed us? Why do we deal treacherously every 
man against his brother, by profaning the cov-
enant of our fathers?  Dr. Bullinger  believes 
the covenant here is the marriage covenant.  If he 
is correct, then I believe we can relate easily with 
the intent of these verses as we have again 
reached a point in our culture in which the mar-
riage covenant is being profaned.  God created 
man and woman to be married to each other.  In 
effect neither is complete without the other.  But 
when we as a society profane, or show contempt 
for this sacred covenant by not abiding by the 
covenant, or by attempting to bypass the covenant 
through fornication and an immoral and promis-
cuous life style, we can see today how this breaks 
down a society  and can be considered “dealing 
treacherously every man against his brother.”  We 
have one father, one creator.  God has a purpose 
in creating us.  When he ignore His purpose, it 
leads to turmoil individually and nationally.   

Malachi goes on to say that both Judah 
and Israel are guilty of this, so what we see today 
is not new.  He says that Judah “hath profaned 
the holiness of the LORD which He loved.”  In 
the covenant that God made with Israel at Mt. Si-
nai, one of the promises of the covenant was that 
He would make them a holy nation.  (Ex. 19:6)  
“Holy” means set apart, He promised to set Israel 
apart from the rest of the nations of the world.  
Malachi says that God loved this holiness.  Do we 
not do the same thing when we marry the wife of 
our youth.  She is set apart from the rest of society 
to become a “peculiar (possessed only by her  
husband) treasure” unto her husband.  I love the 
holiness of my wife.  She is very special to me 
and only me in this sense.  This was the way it 
was with God and Israel.  However Israel caused 
God to have to divorce her because she refused to 
abide by this holiness.  Judah is doing the same 
thing we’re told.  Judah (and Israel) are usually 
dealt with in the feminine sense, but the prophet 
changes here in verse 11 by saying that men of 
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one covereth violence with his garment,” or as 
the margin of my KJV says, “it covers one’s gar-
ment with violence.”  The putting away of one’s 
wife without the bill of divorcement will cause 
problems, problems that often lead to violence. 

(Read Malachi 2:17)  God says that the 
people were wearing Him by their words.  It is 
interesting what the prophet says wearies God.  
We see the same thing going on around us today.  
“Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight 
of the LORD.”  We justify the one doing evil for 
financial reasons, for political reasons, or for reli-
gious reasons.  We don’t want to offend someone 
who has achieved certain social status by means 
of their financial success.  We defend those with 
the same political ideals as ours.  For fear of hav-
ing our religious views called in question we let 
evilness pass as being acceptable.  I think we can 
see why the people of Malachi’s time as well as 
our own wear God with such words.  We also see 
the opposite, “Where is the God of judgment?”  
It’s God’s fault when the evilness that we con-
done gets out of hand.  Or when the evil ones are 
ones we don’t feel we need to protect for reli-
gious, political or financial reasons.  Then we 
want God to do something about it.  We are quite 
hypocritical as were the people of Malachi’s day.   

(Read Malachi 3:1-6)  This could be con-
sidered an answer to the last question in 2:17, 
“Where is the God of judgment?” We’re told 
that God would send His messenger to prepare the 
way before Him, “the LORD, whom ye seek.”  
This, of course is a reference to John the Baptist.  
In Matt. 11:10 Christ quotes the first part of verse 
1 here as He speaks to the multitude about John 
the Baptist.  Then we’re told in the last part of 
verse 1 that the LORD shall suddenly come to his 
temple.  This probably has two fulfillments.  In 
John 7, it was time for the feast of tabernacles and 
Christ’s disciples urged Him to go to Jerusalem 
for it, but He sent them on without Him.  Howev-
er, in the middle of the feast, He suddenly turned 
up in the temple teaching.  I believe that at a fu-
ture feast of tabernacles, Christ will again sudden-
ly appear as per this prophesy.  However the tem-
ple will be the people, not a wood and stone 
building somewhere.  His coming will be a time 
of judgment, of purging and purifying which tells 
me this will be His second advent, not the first.  
Verse 6 is of particular interest.   He says, “I am 
the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of 

Jacob are not consumed.”  More than once, I 
have encountered people who believe that the 
God of the New Testament is not the same God as 
the God of the Old Testament.  I had one woman 
tell me she sure was glad that the God of the New 
Testament was not the same as the God of the Old 
Testament.  Yet John 1 tells us that Jesus Christ 
was the Creator God, the God of the Old Testa-
ment.  Because He does not change, He says, 
“therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.”  
Because of His promises to Abraham, He did not 
destroy Israel.  Any other nation that had done all 
that Israel did had been destroyed because of their 
sins.  Yet because of God’s promises and His un-
changeableness, Israel had not been destroyed.   

(Read Malachi 3:7)  Like so many people 
today, the people of Judah thought they were do-
ing as God wanted them to since they were proba-
bly carrying out the rituals.  When God told them 
that if they would return to Him, He would return 
to them, they asked where they should return.  So 
far as they were concerned they were innocent. 

(Read Malachi 3:8-12)  God begins to ex-
plain to them how they should return to Him.  He 
asks, “Will a man rob God?” then He answers 
that they have robbed Him.  Again, we hear that 
voice of innocence as they ask, “Wherein have 
we robbed thee?”  The answer was that they 
were not bringing the tithes to Him as they were 
supposed to.  It was a national problem, not just 
an individual problem.  God told them to bring all 
of the tithes into the storehouse and He would 
bless them so much that there would not be room 
to put it all.  Their crops would be better and all 
the nations would call them blessed “for ye shall 
be a delightsome land” He tells them.   

(Read Malachi 3:13-18) The second exam-
ple that God puts forth as to where the people 
could return to Him is that they were speaking 
harsh words against Him.  Of course, they asked 
what He meant.  He then tells them that they were 
saying that it was in vain that they served God.  
What did it profit them to do so because the proud 
were happy, those that were lawless were prosper-
ing and those that tempted God got away with it.   

Then, apparently after Malachi had spoken 
to the people, they made a change.  Those that 
feared God spoke and encouraged each other and 
God hearkened to them.  Malachi said that a book 
of remembrance was written before God for them 
that feared the LORD and thought upon His name.  
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God says that these will be His when He makes 
up His jewels, or His special treasure.  Remember 
that God promised in His covenant that Israel 
would be a peculiar treasure to Him.  This is real-
ly part of both the Old and New Covenants, so 
those that are part of His kingdom will be those 
that make up His special treasure.  As we see 
promised else where such as Rev. 20:6, “Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resur-
rection: on such the second death hath no pow-
er, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years.”, we’re told in verse 18, “Then shall ye 
return, and discern between the righteous and 
the wicked, between him that serveth God and 
him that serveth him not.”   

(Read Malachi 4:1-3)  This reminds me of 
the fiery stream that pours forth from the fiery 
throne of Daniel 7 and the lake of fire of Revela-
tion 20.  Again we need to understand what fire 
means symbolically.  Deut. 33:2 refers to God’s 
law as the fiery law and Hebrews 12:29 says, Our 
God is a consuming fire.”  I believe this is basi-
cally saying that the earth will be cleansed with 
the fire of God’s law, i.e. the world will learn obe-
dience to God.  Verses 2 and 3 is referring to the 
priests of God that will rule and reign with Christ 
1000 years.  This same theme is repeated in a 
number of different ways throughout Scripture 
very often using fire in some form or other.  
Those that already fear God will not be harmed, 
or won’t be in need of the teaching of obedience.   

Malachi completes his book admonishing 
the people to remember and obey the laws that 
God gave Moses at Mt. Sinai. (Read Malachi 4:4-
6)   He then says he will send Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 
the LORD.  In Matt. 7:14, Christ speaking of John 
the Baptist says, “And if ye will receive it, this is 
Elias (Elijah), which was for to come.”  The an-
gel that spoke to Zacharias, the father of John the 
Baptist, told him before John was conceived that 
John would “go before him (Christ) in the spirit 
and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”  So we know that the 
prophecy of verses 5 and 6 were partially fulfilled 
at the time of Christ through John the Baptist.  We 
may see another fulfillment as we near the second 
coming.  I believe that it would be in the spirit and 

power of Elijah, not Elijah personally and it may 
involve many people, not just one person.  
 This completes our Plan and Purpose se-
ries of lessons in the Old Testament.    
 It will be approximately 400 years before 
the first of the New Testament writers take up the 
pen.  I believe it is important that though we don’t 
have Biblical history of this time period, we need 
to look to prophecy and secular history to see 
what happens to the major players that we have 
studied in our study of the Old Testament so that 
we can understand that there is not a major break 
in the story of the Bible between the two Testa-
ments as is commonly taught.  I want to take the 
rest of this issue and the next issue to review this 
time period.   
 So let us review the status of each of the 
major elements of our story before we proceed so 
that we can have them all in mind as we begin the 
New Testament. 
 There are basically three divisions of the 
whole house of Israel: 1) Israel, or the Northern 
Kingdom,  referred to also as Ephraim or Joseph, 
2) Judah, or the Southern Kingdom, and common-
ly referred to as the Jews, and 3) the house of Da-
vid and the throne.  All of these are to remain for-
ever, at least in some form, because God has un-
conditionally promised it so. 
 Because of their sin, Israel, or the North-
ern Kingdom, and a large portion of the Judah 
have been taken into captivity by the Assyrians 
and placed in the land between the Caspian and 
Black Seas in the area south of the Caucasus 
Mountains.  God has indicated through the proph-
ets that He has plans for them as a nation, or na-
tions, but they will not be allowed to return to 
their homeland, at least before the end of the age.  
They came under Babylonian domination when 
Babylon conquered the old Assyrian Empire.  
However, they have been told by God through the 
prophets to leave the land of their captivity and 
move towards the isles of the sea.  A check of a 
map will show that if they do this they will cross 
into Europe and the nearest isles of the sea are 
what we now know as the British Isles.  If they 
move out as they have been told to do and migrate 
north and west,  I think we can presume that they 
are continuing to do so during this 400 year lapse 
in our Bible history. 
 Also because of their sin, the Southern 
Kingdom, Judah, or what was left of it, but espe-



8 

 

 

cially Jerusalem and the people of the area around 
it, has also been taken into captivity a little over 
130 years after Israel was taken captive.  They 
were taken directly to the Kingdom of Babylon, 
though we a little later find them scattered 
throughout the Babylonian Empire.  They spent 
seventy years in bondage until the time when Cy-
rus, the Persian king, defeated and took over the 
Babylonian Empire.  Cyrus proclaimed a release 
for them and a remnant went back to the old city 
of Jerusalem and to rebuild the temple and the 
city that had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon.  These people have been told by 
God through Jeremiah, the prophet, that they will 
cease to be a self-governing nation, or kingdom, 
and that the people will be scattered among the 
nations.  The remnant that has returned has rebuilt 
the temple and the city and has re-established the 
orders of sacrifice and worship in the temple.  
However, they have reverted back to the sins of 
their forefathers including intermarriage with the 
people of the land that the Assyrians brought into 
the land of Israel to keep the Israelites from com-
ing back.  Descendants of the Aaronic priest line 
and Zerrubable, grandson of King Jehoiachin, of 
the Davidic king line, are among and leading this 
remnant. 
 The house of David and the throne seems 
to have been destroyed.  The last heir to the 
throne in the normal order of passing the throne 
from father to son was Jehoiachin, the son of Je-
hoiakim, son of Josiah.  However, God has cursed 
his and his father’s house saying that Jehoiachin 
shall not have an heir to sit on the throne.  Jehoi-
achin sat on the throne for a brief three months 
and was taken captive into Babylon.  His father’s 
brother, Zedekiah, took the throne and reigned 
another eleven years before Judah as a whole was 
taken into captivity.  Then he also was taken into 
captivity and all of his sons were killed.  Howev-
er, Jeremiah the prophet appears to have custody 
of Zedekiah’s daughters as we leave him, free, but 

in Egypt headed back to Judah.  Jeremiah also has 
a commission from God to build and to plant that 
he has yet to do when we left him in Scripture.  
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies symbolically in a 
riddle that a princess of the Davidic king line will 
be plucked up and taken to another land and re-
planted where her kingdom will grow to very 
great proportions.  It should be safe to assume that 
this is God’s way of keeping His unconditional 
promise to David and that his throne’s kingdom 
and influence will grow during the next four hun-
dred years. JRL 
 Because of the sins of each of these ele-
ments of our story, they have separated them-
selves from God.  God says of Israel that He has 
put away and divorced her.  Yet, because of 
God’s unerring truth and the fact that He does not 
change, the promises made to Abraham and his 
seed and to David and his seed must be kept.  
God, looking into the future, tells of remarrying of 
Himself to Israel, of the reuniting of Israel and 
Judah, and of the King of Kings sitting on the 
throne of David ruling all Israel and all Israel rul-
ing all the world under Him.  In order that they 
might be brought back into a righteous relation-
ship to Him, we have been told that Israel first has 
to be redeemed and that all of Israel’s sins have to 
be atoned for.  To accomplish this we have been 
told that the one who is to do this, this ruler of 
Israel, is to come from Bethlehem; He is to con-
tend with unrighteousness in Jerusalem and is to 
ultimately give His life as the price of redemption 
and the sacrifice for atonement; He is to arise 
from the dead and will ultimately assume the 
throne of David as King of Kings.  We should see 
preparations for this to happen during this next 
400 years. 
 All of these elements are part of a fifth 
kingdom, spoken of by Daniel, that God has 
promised will ultimately destroy four successive 
world empires, or kingdoms, that began with the 
kingdom, of empire, or Babylon.  We have seen 


