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In our study of rhe Gospel of Mark in our 
last lesson, we finished with Mark 9:32.  We start 
with vs. 33 in this lesson.  (Read Mark 9:33-37)  
It seems to me that what Mark wrote in these 
verses and the rest of the chapter has a particular 
message that Mark feels is very important, yet a 
little difficult to wrap our arms around, at least for 
me.  I believe that what he has to say has a great 
deal to do with becoming an overcomer, but could 
very easily be overlooked.  So I would like to take 
a close look at what he says.  He uses the dispute 
between the apostles as to who was the greatest to 
set the stage for what Christ did and said on this 
subject.  Christ first tells His apostles that to be 
first they had to be last.  Being first in anything, 
whether a race, or as a business, a contest, or any-
thing where place matters, carries with it a sense 
of dominance.  We as men like this, we feel supe-
rior to others if we can achieve first place.  I once 
knew a man that made it a priority in his life to be 
the first to get his beans planted.  You could see it 
in his manner that this gave him a sense of superi-
ority, not necessarily in a bad way, but a sense of 
being ahead of his fellow farmers none the less.  
To be last in anything  often carries with it a sense 
of shame, a feeling of inferiority.  None of us like 
this kind of feeling.  So why does Christ say to be 
first, we need to be last.  I believe that feeling su-
perior in any way tends to make us feel we need 
to be served.  For example, if I had a business that 
was first in sales volume of whatever product I 
promoted, I would expect recognition  in some 

form or another.  If my football team took the 
state championship, I would expect recognition in 
some form, or if, as the farmer I mentioned, I got 
my beans planted first, I would expect some 
recognition in some form.  In other words, I 
would expect to be served, maybe monetarily, 
maybe in reputation, maybe in a better harvest, 
but in some way we expect achievement to have 
its rewards.  I don’t believe there is anything 
wrong with this.  However in the examples I have 
given, the focus is on me or on the person achiev-
ing these things.  In the kingdom of God, the fo-
cus is on serving others.  Jesus Christ is our exam-
ple.  He put down His life that we might have life, 
age-lasting life and life thereafter.  If we are con-
centrating on serving others, we won’t be at the 
head of the line, so to speak.  In the first sense, we 
are trying to overcome others to attain to first 
place.  In the second sense we are trying to help 
others to overcome their problems, themselves, or 
whatever is hindering their enjoyment of life.  We 
are still running a race, as the apostle Paul puts it, 
but not by dominating someone else, rather we are 
running by helping those around us.  God deter-
mines the winner.  I have believed for a long time 
that His rewards will be responsibility in the king-
dom.  Taking responsibility in this life is usually 
seen in our service to others, whether it be family, 
friends, or neighbors. 

Then Mark records vs. 37.  I had a diffi-
cult time understanding how we should look at 
this verse.  What is meant by receiving a child in 
Jesus’ name?  I believe it has to do with the faith 
of a child.  A child’s faith in his or her parents is 
absolute.  I believe that Jesus expects our faith in 
Him to be as a child’s faith in his or her parents.  
Through Christ, we first need to justify a child’s 
faith in us.  In so doing, we justify our faith in 
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one to sin, he needs to get rid of it.  He uses the 
example of one’s hand, or foot, or eye as being 
what causes one to sin.  I don’t believe He is ad-
vocating the removal of these parts of one’s body, 
but rather is using these extremes to make His 
point that we can remove from our minds what 
causes us to sin.  Verses 44 and 46 are interpola-
tions, i.e. they have been added by the translator.  
They are identical to verse 48 which is in the orig-
inal writings.  Jesus uses “Gehenna Fire” as the 
judgment for sin that one does not stop.  As we 
have discussed before “Gehenna” is another name 
for the Valley of the Son of Hinnom which was 
where the Israelites offered their children as burnt 
sacrifices to their idols.  As a result, God com-
manded Jeremiah the prophet to take the elders 
and the priests to the valley of Hinnom and there 
prophesy a very severe judgment on Jerusalem 
and Judah in particular.  So I believe the Valley of 
Hinnom, or Gehenna, represents judgment.  At the 
time of Christ, Gehenna was the city dump in 
which there was continual burning and rotting of 
organic material, thus there were always worms.  
Vs. 48 did not mean that the worms were immor-
tal, or that the fire could not be put out,  but rather 
that there were always worms there and there was 
always a fire burning.   Jesus used this expression 
of “hell fire,” or “gehenna fire” to symbolize 
judgment, and is not indicating an eternal burning 
punishment.  We have discussed this before, 
God’s judgment is restorative in nature, not de-
structive.  If we understand the law, we will un-
derstand the symbolism represented here by 
“gehenna.”   

Because God’s law is represented by fire 
in Scripture as is God Himself, I believe that the 
“salted with fire” in vs. 49 means seasoned with 
the law.  If we lose that seasoning, then we are not 
worth anything to God’s kingdom.  If we have 
God’s law in our heart, we can and will have 
peace with each other.   

 As with many scriptures, it is important to 
pay attention to the exact wording and not make 
assumptions as we read Mark 10:1-12.  (Read)  
The terms “put away” and “divorce or divorce-
ment” do not mean the same thing.  The Pharisees 
asked Jesus if it is lawful to put away one’s wife.  
Jesus asked them what Moses told them and they 
answered correctly. The law Moses gave the peo-
ple required the giving the wife a written bill of 
divorcement, or disownership and then they were 

Christ, thus our Father.  We cannot justify a 
child’s faith in us short of doing so through Jesus 
Christ because of our own imperfection.  If we 
can be to a child what Christ is to us, we have run 
our race.  However, we need to realize that we 
need to go beyond a child, we need for all people 
to see Christ in us, not just a child.  We are all dif-
ferent, yet we are one body.  The apostle Paul tells 
us in Romans 12:1-5, “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.  For I say, 
through the grace given unto me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think so-
berly, according as God hath dealt to every 
man the measure of faith.  For as we have 
many members in one body, and all members 
have not the same office: So we being many, 
are one body in Christ, and every one members 
one of another.”  We need to let Christ be seen in 
us and we need to see Christ in others.  All too 
often if someone disagrees with some position or 
doctrine that we take or believe, we are ready to 
cast them out of the kingdom.  None of us are per-
fect, something we need to realize.  We need  to 
look for Christ in others even though they don’t 
totally agree with us. 

(Read Mark 9: 38-50)  Vs. 38 reads as if 
John was answering what Christ has just said.  
His answer is that the apostles had seen someone 
casting demons out of a person in Jesus’ name 
and that they had forbid him from doing so be-
cause he was not a part of their group.  I think 
Christ’s answer bears out what we have just been 
discussing.  He says it would be hard for someone 
performing a miracle in Jesus’ name to then turn 
around and speak evil of Jesus.  Vs. 40, “For he 
that is not against us is on our part.”  Jesus then 
gives the example saying if someone offered one 
of them a cup of water in Christ’s name because 
the one to whom it was offered was a Christian, 
he would surely be rewarded.   

He then indicates how severe the punish-
ment will be for someone who offends a little one, 
or a child, who believes in Christ.   

He then warns that if something makes 
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to put the wife out of the husband’s house.  It was 
unlawful to just put away one’s wife because 
without the bill of divorcement she was still the 
wife of her husband, thus would be guilty of adul-
tery if she married another man.  Plus Jesus adds 
here that if a husband put away his wife (without 
the bill of divorcement)  and married another, he 
commits adultery as well.   

But Jesus makes a larger point in that he 
says that it is because of the hardness of the hearts 
of the men of Israel that Moses gave the law to 
start with.  Once married, it is God’s intent that 
they stay married as this was His intent in the cre-
ation, and God says to not put asunder what God 
hath joined together.  Making a marriage work is 
man’s responsibility.  I believe this to be simple, 
yet difficult for men and women to do.  An illus-
tration on a “Back Fourty” calendar has a lawyer 
talking to an old cowboy in a jail cell.  He said to 
the cowboy, “You have the right to remain silent, 
but apparently not the ability.”  The basic law of 
God is to do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you.  I believe that if a man and woman 
were to follow this law regardless of the troubles 
that life might bring on them, they could and 
would make a marriage work.  It is having this 
ability to do this that is difficult, but something 
that we can all do if we will do so. 

(Read Mark 10:13-16)  Again as we saw 
in the previous chapter God requires the faith of a 
child for one to enter the kingdom of God.  When 
we realize the faith a small child has in his or her 
parents, I think we can begin to realize what Jesus 
is talking about here.  Again, this is not easy, but 
it can be done. 

(Read Mark 10:17-22)  Most of us would 
like to claim that we do not worship idols.  Yet as 
this young man, we all have idols of the heart that 
get between us and God.  As in his case, riches is 
probably one of the largest and most persistent 
idols that cause one to stumble, but there are 
many things that stand between us and God.  We 
each need to examine our own lives to determine 
what this idol might be.  It might not be some-
thing tangible.  For example, I would have to ad-
mit that I would find it very difficult to give up, 
should that be required of me to serve God, hav-
ing to live somewhere else, particularly in a city.  
I don’t feel I actually worship the life style that I 
have here, but it would be extremely difficult for 
me to give it up.   

(Read Mark 10:23-27)  Again, as we stud-
ied before, I find Dr. Bullinger’s picture of what 
was referred to as the “eye of a needle” to be the 
best explanation I have found.  He says that it was 
a small door through the city gate through which 
everyone had to pass to come or go from the city 
at night after the large gate was closed.  For a 
camel to go through, he had to be completely un-
loaded before he could go through.  It is the same 
with us, we have to be completely unloaded of 
worldly things to pass into the kingdom of God.  
This astonished the disciples when they under-
stood this to the point that they questioned if any-
body could be saved, or be able to enter into the 
kingdom.  Jesus’ answer should be of comfort to 
us in that we cannot do it alone, but through 
Christ it is possible. 

(Read Mark 10:28-31)  I don’t believe that 
Jesus means in vs. 30 that one would receive more 
of each of the things listed, but rather he expresses 
it this way to emphasize that man will be reward-
ed if he leaves all to follow Jesus.  However, He 
says that he would receive this reward with perse-
cutions, i.e. we are still subject to the world.  The 
Lamsa translation uses the term “other worldly 
things” instead of “persecutions.”   

(Read Mark 10:32-34)  Once again, Jesus 
tells His disciples what is going to happen once 
they reach Jerusalem.   

(Read Mark 10:35-45)  In Matthew, we 
were told that it was James and John’s mother that 
requested that James and John sit on Jesus’ right 
and left hand in His kingdom. But the fact that 
James and John requested this from Jesus caused 
jealousy among the other apostles.  Jesus asks 
James and John if they thought they were worthy 
by asking them if they could drink the cup that He 
would have to drink and be baptized with the bap-
tism that He would be baptized with.  They said 
they could.  Jesus then told them that indeed they 
would.  He was referring to the persecution and 
death that He was facing.  Whether they under-
stood this or not is not known for sure, however, 
they did have to face the same thing.  James was 
martyred  fairly soon after this and John, though 
he lived to a considerable old age was also mar-
tyred.   

Jesus again explains to the apostles that 
what set one above another was how they minis-
tered to other people, not how they lorded it over 
other people.  Then as now, lording it over people 
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seems to be how we measure one’s success as a 
leader. 

(Read Mark 10:46-52)  This may have 
been the second man that Jesus healed of his 
blindness at Jericho.  Luke 18 records an almost 
identical story, but indicates that this happened as 
Jesus was coming into Jericho whereas this story 
says that it happened as Jesus was leaving Jericho.  
I believe it very possible to be two different 
events. 

(Read Mark 11:1-11)  This is a repeat of 
the story of Jesus’ triumphal entrance into Jerusa-
lem that we read in Matthew.  The word 
“Hosanna” means “save, we pray thee.”  In John 
12:13 we’re told that the people cried, “Hosanna: 
Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the 
name of the LORD.”  The people seemed to un-
derstand just who He was, that He was the King 
of Israel, but apparently had short memories.  Je-
sus spent nights during these days preceding the 
Passover Feast, in Bethany, at the home of Laza-
rus, Martha and Mary.  I might mention that Laza-
rus and his sisters were apparently quite well to 
do, but as we will see they ended up giving it all 
up to serve Jesus as they founded churches in 
what we now know as France.   

(Read Mark 11:12-14)  Keep in mind that 
the fig tree represented Judah and the olive tree 
represented Israel.  In this case, Jesus cursed the 
fig tree because it had no fruit on it.  As we con-
tinue our study, keep these thoughts in mind.   

(Read Mark 11:15-19)  Again, this was the 
second time that he cleansed the temple of those 
doing business in the temple.  The people were 
astonished at His doctrine, but the scribes and 
chief priests thought the only solution was to kill 
Him and get rid of Him.  

(Read Mark 11:20-26)  The withered fig 
tree that Jesus had cursed reminds us of the 
prophecy that Jeremiah gave to the elders and 
priests of Judah after he had broken the clay pot 
for illustrative purposes in Jeremiah 19:11, “Even 
so will I break this people and this city, as one 
breaketh a potter’s vessel, that cannot be made 
whole again: and they shall bury them in To-
phet, till there be no place to bury.”  This 
prophecy had its first fulfillment with the destruc-
tion of the city and the kingdom by Nebuchadnez-
zar.  It is about to happen again in 70 A.D. when 
the Romans did the same thing.  The kingdom of 
Judah basically ceased to exist as a self governing 

kingdom at the time of Nebuchadnezzar, but had a 
reprieve after 70 years and God had them rebuild 
the city and the temple, but they never recovered 
again after 70 A.D. until 1948 when a false king-
dom or government was established, but I believe 
this will ultimately bring about a final fulfillment 
of Jeremiah’s prophecy in which the city will nev-
er be rebuilt again.  The fig tree being dried up 
from the roots signifies this as well, I believe.  
Judah had failed to bring forth the fruit of the 
kingdom, so in cursing the fig tree, Christ in ef-
fect cursed the kingdom of Judah and the drying 
up of the tree then signaled what happened in 70 
A.D.  I believe we will see that what was done in 
1948 in establishing “Israeli” will turn out to have 
the very opposite effect as most Christians today 
think it will have.  

In verse 23, the word “mountain” is often 
symbolic of “kingdom” in Scripture.  This could 
be the significance here in this scripture as a sec-
ondary meaning. 

Verses 25-26 enforces my belief that the 
“unforgivable sin” spoken of in Matt. 12:32, 
(“whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, 
it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world (age), neither in the world (age) to 
come.”) is the failure of one to forgive others. 

(Read Mark 11:27-33)  The chief priests 
and scribes make another try to trip Jesus up only 
to be thwarted again.   

(Read Mark 12:1-12)  These chief priests 
and scribes knew whom Jesus was talking about 
according to verse 12.  This makes them all the 
more guilty as they tried to usurp the throne, i.e. 
the kingship of Jesus, and take the kingdom (the 
vineyard) for themselves.  The servants were the 
prophets that had been sent to Israel and Judah to 
try to get them to turn to God (receive the fruits of 
the kingdom).  None fared well with either king-
dom having suffered great physical harm and 
death at the hands of the priests and scribes.   

But God reminds them that the stone 
(Jesus) that the builders rejected would become 
the head of the corner, i.e. be king over all.  Being 
head of the corner, I believe, refers to the pyra-
mid.  The capstone of the pyramid was all corners 
and was at the top of the pyramid.  I believe we 
can look at the pyramid as an example of the 
kingdom.  The king is at the top, His chosen men 
(patriarchs and apostles) in the next layer, and 
then the overcomers making up the rest of the lay-
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God than all the sacrifices one could offer.  Jesus 
then told him he had the right idea, that this was 
what attaining to the kingdom of God was all 
about.  (Read Mark 12:35-37)  Very often, if 
someone tells us a fact outright, it doesn’t register 
with us, but if we have to figure something out, 
we retain it much better.  Jesus is giving clues in 
this Scripture that will help people figure out for 
themselves just who Jesus was.  This also gives us 
a clue as to what the kingdom will be like when 
Christ sits on the throne of David.   

(Read Mark 12:38-40)  One of the greatest 
sins that Jesus accused the Pharisees, scribes, Sad-
ducees and priests of throughout the gospels was 
hypocrisy.  This is another example. 

(Read Mark 12:41-44)  I have known peo-
ple who believed that they had to tithe 10% of 
their income and were very religious about it.  
The problem in my mind is that to them, that ful-
filled their obligation to God.  Here Jesus says 
that the poor widow gave all that she had and He 
considered it, though a very small amount, to be 
more than the largest donation of a rich person.  I 
have believed that we have to figure that what we 
give to God has to go beyond our material wealth, 
it has to be all that we have.  I don’t mean that we 
have to tithe all of our material wealth as this poor 
widow did, but we need to figure that what we 
have, whether materially, physically, or spiritual-
ly, technically belongs to God, so He is entitled to 
any or all of what we have, should the occasion 
arise that it is needed.  I don’t mean to get into a 
treatise on tithing, I just believe we need to look 
beyond what we might feel is our monetary obli-
gation to Him. 

(Read Mark 13:1-8)  I believe the prophe-
cy in  vs. 2 has a double fulfillment and is also a 
part of the prophecy of Jeremiah in Jer. 19.  The 
destruction of the Jerusalem and the temple in 70 
A.D. was the first fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy, 
but since there is still a portion of the temple that 
is still standing, though a very small part, I be-
lieve there will yet be a further fulfillment which 
will be the final fulfillment.   

While most of chapter 13 applied to when 
the Romans destroyed the city and the temple in 
70 A.D., I believe it also applies to our day as 
well.  The people of Jesus’ day were much more 
conscious of expecting a Messiah than we are of 
expecting His return in our day, so the warning to 
not let anyone deceive them probably held more 

ers placed at different levels depending on their 
degree of responsibility, which I believe is their 
rewards.  The Great Pyramid represents this with 
the capstone having been rejected because of an 
error in the construction of the rest of the Pyramid 
so that the capstone did not fit.   

(Read Mark 12:13-17)  Once again the 
Pharisees and Herodians attempt to trip Jesus up 
in what He says, only to once again being out-
smarted by Him.  But I also think this gives us 
some guide lines that we need to follow.  Civil 
government is part of God’s plan until His king-
dom is established here on the earth.  It may be 
bad government or good government, but we are 
obligated to obey its laws so long as they don’t 
conflict with God’s law.  This doesn’t mean that 
we should not try to do away with laws contrary 
to us, but we need to do so in a lawful manner.   

(Read Mark 12:18-27)  The Sadducees, 
who believed there would be no resurrection, took 
their turn to try to trip Jesus up.  Jesus’ answer 
gives us something to think on ourselves. Jesus 
told them that they did not know the Scriptures, 
nor the power of God.  The Scriptures at that time 
would have been the Old Testament.  I am afraid I 
would be guilty as the Sadducees concerning 
knowing what happens so far as marrying is con-
cerned in the resurrection based on my current 
knowledge of the Old Testament.  But as I take 
this, we would each be individuals, not husband 
and wife in the resurrection.  Jesus says that we 
would be as the angels which are in heaven, yet if 
the “sons of God” spoken of in  Genesis 6 were 
angels, they would have been males as they mar-
ried the daughters of men.  So this is another one 
of those questions on my list to ask after the resur-
rection.  The key to this may be the phrase, 
“which are In heaven.” 

However, what He told the Sadducees in 
verses 26, 27 I do understand.  If there was to be 
no resurrection, why would God tell Moses that 
He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
Being the God of dead men would not hold much 
weight, so He says that He is not the God of dead 
men, but living men, thus Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob will again be living men.   

(Read Mark 12:28-34)  We discussed this 
when we were studying Matthew, however Mark 
adds something more that Matthew did not.  Vers-
es 32 and 33 tell us that the scribe recognized that 
if one kept these two laws, it would mean more to 
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The book of Job is usually considered a 
study of the patience of Job. But there is much 
more in this book than this.  It is a study of the 
sovereignty of God and the authority or the will of 
man.  It is a study into the accountability of man 
and of God. Many believe that Job never existed 
and this is kind of a fairy tale.  I believe job did 
exist and the events recorded actually happened.  
The book of Job is probably the oldest book in the 
Bible from the standpoint of its existence as a 
book, not the oldest recorded history.  

The following is from Young’s Analytical 
Concordance covering Job. “A descendent of 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK 

JOB 

(Read Mark 13:14-23)  When the Chris-

tians saw the Abomination of Desolation, i.e. the 

destruction of Jerusalem, most of them did flee 

and escaped by going to Pella, a town in Perea.  I 

believe that this same warning applies today to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem.  Many people who have 

moved to Israeli have been forced to do so and are 

financially unable to go anywhere else, but many, 

especially what I call Christian Zionist are there 

because of false teaching.  Whether they will 

leave, or be able to leave when the destruction 

starts I don’t know, but if I knew anyone there I 

would advise them to leave the area now perma-

nently. I have little doubt that when it does start in 

earnest, the whole world will be involved.  Since 

man now has the capability to destroy the world, 

verse 20 is our hope.  I don’t know if Jesus is talk-

ing just about the middle east or the whole world, 

but regardless, the whole world will be involved.  

We certainly have false prophets as well as false 

Christs today.  Vs. 22 says “If it were possible”  

the elect would be  seduced.  This tells me that the 

“elect” will see and understand and not be se-

duced. 

We will continue our study of the Gospel 

of Mark starting with verse 24 next issue.  JRL 

importance then than it does now.  But we have 
had and still have many who either claim they are 
Christ or claim that Jesus was the Christ to try to 
establish credibility and then deceive many with 
their false doctrines such as the rapture.  I don’t 
believe the world has ever gone very long without 
war somewhere or earthquakes or famine, so ru-
mors of wars, famines, or earthquakes can’t be 
read as signs of Christ’s return . 

(Read Mark 13:14-23)  When the Chris-

tians saw the Abomination of Desolation, i.e. the 

destruction of Jerusalem, most of them did flee 

and escaped by going to Pella, a town in Perea.  I 

believe that this same warning applies today to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem.  Many people who have 

moved to Israeli have been forced to do so and are 

financially unable to go anywhere else, but many, 

especially what I call Christian Zionist are there 

because of false teaching.  Whether they will 

leave, or be able to leave when the destruction 

starts I don’t know, but if I knew anyone there I 

would advise them to leave the area now perma-

nently. I have little doubt that when it does start in 

earnest, the whole world will be involved.  Since 

man now has the capability to destroy the world, 

verse 20 is our hope.  I don’t know if Jesus is talk-

ing just about the middle east or the whole world, 

but regardless, the whole world will be involved.  

We certainly have false prophets as well as false 

Christs today.  Vs. 22 says “If it were possible”  

the elect would be  seduced.  This tells me that the 

“elect” will see and understand and not be se-

duced. 

 
 
(Read Mark 13:14-23)  When the Chris-

tians saw the Abomination of Desolation, i.e. the 

destruction of Jerusalem, most of them did flee 

and escaped by going to Pella, a town in Perea.  I 

believe that this same warning applies today to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem.  Many people who have 

moved to Israeli have been forced to do so and are 

financially unable to go anywhere else, but many, 

especially what I call Christian Zionist are there 

because of false teaching.  Whether they will 

leave, or be able to leave when the destruction 
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Aram, son of Shem, dwelling in Uz, in the north 
of Arabia, or in the east of Edom and Moab, sup-
posed to have been contemporaneous with Abra-
ham.  The book of Job was probably introduced to 
the knowledge of Israel by Moses, who may have 
written the introduction (Chap 1,2) and the con-
clusion (chap. 13: 8-17).” 

(Read Job 1:1-5) Job was obviously a very 
rich man and had a large family. But the im-
portant thing we need to note is in verse 1, “that 
man (Job)was perfect (blameless) and upright, 
and one that feared God, and eschewed 
(shunned) evil.” His sons were accustomed to of-
ten feast at each other’s houses and invited their 
sisters to join them in their feasting. When the fes-
tivities were over, Job, in case his sons sinned and 
cursed God in their heart, would send and sanctify 
(set apart) them and offered burnt offerings for 
them all. We are told that he did this regularly.  
  (Read Job 1:L6-12) Whether one believes 
that the “sons of God” including “Satan” are 
spiritual beings or mortal beings does not change 
the message here. Satan is a Babylonian word that 
means “adversary” and is so translated in some 
translations, it is not a proper name as some trans-
lations would indicate. When asked by God if he 
had considered Job, that there was none like him 
in the earth, a perfect and upright man who feared 
God and avoided evil. The adversary answered, 
why wouldn’t he fear God?  He didn’t do so for 
nothing, God had blessed and protected Job very 
greatly. The adversary then pointed out that he 
believed that if God took away all these blessings, 
Job would curse God.  

God then told the adversary that He was 
giving him power to do whatever he wanted to 
Job, except he was not to put his hand on Job’s 
person. It is important to note satan did not have 
this power until God gave it to him and then only 
the power God gave him. He was subordinate to 
God. 

(Read Job 1:13-22) We now are given a 
list of things that happened to Job as a result of 
the actions of this adversary. First, his oxen and 
asses were taken by the Sabeans (descendents of 
Shela, son of Yokshan, son of Abraham by Ketu-
rah) and his servants that were with them were all  
killed with the exception of one. Second his sheep 
were burned up and all but one of his servants 
killed. Thirdly the Chaldeans took his camels and 
killed but one of the servants that were with them. 

Finally Job was told that a great wind had blown 
down the house of one of his sons and all his sons 
and daughters were inside and killed.  

Job then mourned but still worshipped the 
Lord. Verse 21 especially reflected Job’s true 
character; “naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither: the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” Through all 
this Job did not sin.  

(Read Job 2:1-6) Again the sons of God, 
along with the adversary, met with God and God 
again questioned the adversary concerning Job 
and his righteousness. The adversary’s answer 
was that if Job thought his life was in extreme 
danger he would then turn and curse God. So God 
told the adversary that Job was in his hands to do 
whatever he wanted except he was not to kill Job.  
He still put limits on what he could do to Job. 

(Read Job 2:7-8) The adversary then af-
flicted Job with sore boils from the top of his head 
to the bottom of his feet, so that Job took a pot-
sherd to scrape himself with and sat down in the 
ashes  

(Read Job 2:9-10) Job’s wife blessed God 
for this and told Job to curse God and die. But Job 
told her she was speaking foolishly. He ques-
tioned her asking, “shall we receive good at the 
hand of God and shall we not receive evil?” Job 
still did not sin.  

(Read Job 2:11-13) Bildad was a grandson 
of Esau. Eliphaz was descended from Abraham by 
Keturah and Zophar was probably descended 
from Esau. Apparently because of Job’s condi-
tion, because of the boils, these three friends did 
not recognize him until they were quite close to 
him and they started mourning with him while 
they were still a distance from him.  When they 
got to him they sat down on the ground with him 
for seven days and no one spoke to Job because 
they saw his grief was very great.  

(Read Job 3:1-10) Job is the first one to 
speak. He curses the day he was born. He wishes 
that day had never existed, that the light of day 
had not happened that day. Let darkness and the 
shadow of death claim it, let black clouds make 
their resting place there, he says. Still talking 
about the day of his birth he wished it would not 
be included in the days of the year nor in the days 
of the month.  

Vs. 8 is a little confusing. The King James 
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translation translates it as, “Let them curse it 
that curse the day, who were ready to raise up 
their mourning.” The words “their mourning” 
is translated from a Hebrew word meaning 
“leviathan”  The 41st chapter of Job deals exten-
sively with the leviathan so we won’t talk too 
much about it here other than try to determine 
what Job means. The NASB renders the last half 
of verse 8 as, “Who are prepared to rouse a 
Levviathan.” The marginal reference in my Bible 
refers to the Leviathan as being “a large sea crea-
ture of unknown identity.”  I don’t know if this 
creature is real or imagined, but the way I take 
this verse is that the beast represents man’s way 
of doing things as opposed to God’s way. In this 
sense, those who support man’s way and are op-
posed to God curse anything they don’t under-
stand of God’s way such as the order of night and 
day and the order of the seasons. Job says to let 
those curse the day of his birth as well.  

If there had been no light from the stars, 
the events of that day would not have happened, 
but the stars did shine and Job was born on that 
day. 

(Read Job. 3:11-19) Job wishes he were 
dead. First he wishes he would have died at birth. 
Instead nothing prevented his birth nor his receiv-
ing nourishment at the breast. If he had died at 
birth, he would be asleep now and at rest along 
with the kings who built elaborate tombs for 
themselves and the princes who filled their graves 
with their wealth. He asks why he was not hid like 
a stillborn child, meaning why was he not still-
born and hidden in shame. If he had been, he says 
that he would be where the wicked cease from 
their crimes; where the weary lie at rest; where 
the prisoners rest together; where the servant is 
free from his master; and where the small and the 
great are together.  

(Read Job 3:20-26) Job questions why 
light and life is given to one in as much misery as 
he is in. He longs for death, but it doesn’t come. 

He says he digs for death more that hidden treas-
ure. He  indicates he would rejoice greatly when 
he could find the grave. I think we have to imag-
ine how much he is suffering as I believe few peo-
ple have ever suffered as much as he is suffering. 
Keep in mind that the adversary is trying to get 
Job to curse God and has been given the power to 
make him as miserable as possible, but cannot 
take his life. He questions why light is given to 
him when he says his way is hidden, God has 
hedged him in. Ferrar Fenton translates the verse, 
“To a man on a path that is lost, and whose 
landmarks God has confused.” The NASB 
translates vs. 24, “For my groaning comes at the 
sight of my food. And my cries pour out like 
water.”  Finally he says the thing he dreads most 
has befallen him. I think we can all sympathize 
with him on this. Most of us do not fear death as 
much as suffering. He had hoped to live in quiet 
peace, but instead savage turmoil has overtaken 
him. 

We will begin next lesson with the argu-
ments condemning Job by his three friends. JRL  
 


