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We are ready for Mark 13:24 to begin this 
lesson.  (Read Mark 13:24-31)  I believe that at 
least some of what is said in verses 24, 25 is sym-
bolic, though it could be literal as well.  It will be 
a day like no other when these events take place 
and Christ returns to the earth.  Vs. 27 applies to 
those in Rev. 20 who will rule and reign with Je-
sus for the thousand years.  The generation that 
He is talking about in verse 30 is the generation 
that sees these things begin to come to pass.  I 
don’t know what the time span will be, but I 
would assume that it won’t be in one day, but ra-
ther will take some time.  If these events follow 
the pattern of the Feast of Tabernacles and  the 
feasts preceding it, we are looking at least a two 
week period. 

(Read Mark 13:32-37)  The important 

word here is “watch.”  We do this by studying 

God’s Word and watching world events.  We 

need to learn to compare the two in our daily 

lives.  We, today, have greater ability to know 

what is going on world wide than ever before, but 

we also are being mislead like never before, so it 

becomes quite difficult to sort out the truth which 

is very important to us as we watch.  I can’t help 

but believe that we are in the generation that all of 

these things are going to come to pass, so it is 

very important that we do watch.   

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

MARK 
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(Read Mark 14:1, 2)  As I mentioned 

before, when we have finished with the gospel 
of John, we will attempt to chronicle the events 
leading up to and including the crucifixion and 
resurrection to see how they match up with the 
Passover rituals as we believe that these events 
fulfilled the Passover laws that Moses had given 
the people.  This is one of the clues that will 
help us do this. 

(Read Mark 14:3-9)  We read of this 
event in Matthew and as I mentioned then, it 
was customary to put sweet smelling oils and 
ointments on the dead body as their means of 
embalming a body to prevent the smell of dete-
rioration.  Jesus is telling the people that this 
woman did this beforehand of His burying.   

(Read Mark 14:10-11)  As we have dis-
cussed in the past, there are different opinions 
as to Judas’ motive for betraying Jesus.  This 
Scripture would support the idea that he did it 
purely for the money. 

(Read Mark 14:12-21)  Verse 12 is mis-
leading to me as I read it.  This sounds like Je-
sus is sending the apostles on the day of the kill-
ing of the Passover lamb to secure a place to eat 
the Passover.  I believe it is the day before as 
Christ was crucified on the same day as the 
Passover was killed.  The meal that they sat 
down to eat was not the Passover meal but ra-
ther the meal of the evening before the killing 
of the Passover.   

Even though it was God’s plan that Je-
sus was to be crucified, Jesus says “woe to the 
man by whom the Son of man is betrayed!  
good were it for that man if he had never 
been born.”  This is another example of God 
causing a man to do an evil thing and then pun-
ishing him for it as He did with the Pharaoh.  
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This is hard to understand, especially if one be-
lieves that God’s punishment is living eternally in 
a burning hell.  But if we understand that the lake 
of fire is not a literal burning hell, but rather resto-
ration time according to God’s judgments with the 
end result that all will live in the kingdom of God 
in perfect peace, then I believe it is easier to un-
derstand God’s plan and purpose.  It is truly un-
fortunate for a man to do as Judas did in betraying 
Jesus and there will be a punishment, some means 
for him to restore, but his end will be far better 
than his beginning, i.e. his life at the time of Je-
sus.   

(Read Mark 14:22-25)  This Scripture and 
others similar to it are the basis of our custom of 
communion.  To thoroughly understand the mean-
ing of what Jesus is doing here, one must under-
stand the New Covenant or the New Testament.  
By this I am not meaning the New Testament, the 
book, but rather the New Testament, the New 
Covenant.  To understand the New Covenant 
however, we have to understand the Old Covenant 
as much of the Old Covenant is part of the New 
Covenant as well.  The difference, of course, is 
that instead of “if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant,” of the Old Covenant, 
the New Covenant says, “I will put my laws into 
their mind, and write them in their hearts.”  It 
is the same laws in both covenants and the same 
promise in both covenants. When Jesus took the 
cup and told His apostles “this is my blood of the 
new testament, which is shed for many,” He 
was saying that it is His life, His blood, that 
makes the difference and it is our acceptance of 
His blood, His life, that He offered on the cross, 
in accordance with His law, as a substitute for our 
own, that puts His laws into our mind and into our 
heart.  If another person risks his or her own life 
to save ours in this life, we cannot help but love 
that person.  In that Jesus gave His life to save 
ours for eternity, we can’t help but love Him, if 
we understand it all, and it is through this love 
that we obey and keep His laws.   

(Read Mark 14:26-31)  One minor point 
that has been impressed on my mind lately, and 
caused me to wonder a little, is that they were at 
Jerusalem and the crucifixion and burial took 
place there, but He says that when He is risen He 
will go before them into Galilee.  Galilee is where 
He ministered most of the time of His life, but I 
have wondered why this is where He went back to 

appear unto His apostles. 
Peter was certainly of the impulsive type 

and as I have said before, he apparently had the 
physical and mental attributes to back up his 
physical claims to protect Jesus.  This made it all 
the more humbling to him, I believe, to first be 
told that he would deny Christ that night and then 
to actually do it, then have to face himself for do-
ing so.  I am reasonably sure that this had a life 
changing effect of Peter and probably made him 
the outstanding apostle that he was. 

(Read Mark 14:32-42)  As a man, it would 
be natural for Him to pray that God the Father 
would take what was about to happen from Him 
and protect Him from harm.  If any of us were 
innocent of wrong doing, but had been sentenced 
to die for something we had not done, what would 
be our prayers?  Yet He was willing to yield to the 
plan of God.  The apostles still had not taken the 
situation seriously, but slept through Jesus’ great 
distress. 

(Read Mark 14:43-52)  I’m not sure what 
the crowd that had been sent by the chief priests 
expected to find, when they found Jesus, to justify 
their coming armed with swords and staves.  As 
Jesus pointed out to them He had been in the tem-
ple with them for the previous 5 days and they 
had not touched Him, but now they came appar-
ently expecting a real battle to keep Jesus from 
being arrested.  Some people believe that the 
young man having the linen cloth about his body 
and lost it as he fled was Mark.  Others say it was 
not him. 

Notice that all of the apostles abandoned 
Him and fled (vs. 50).  Peter, though not named 
by Mark, apparently started to put up a fight and 
drew his sword and cut off the ear of one of the 
servants of the high priest, but Jesus stopped him 
from further action.  While Peter didn’t really 
flee, he followed Jesus to the palace of the high 
priest where he then denied Him. 

(Read Mark 14:53-65)  The high priest 
organized an impromptu trial that was unlawful 
according to God’s law in that it was held at 
night.  In spite of their efforts to find witnesses 
against Jesus, according to law they had to have at 
least two witnesses to agree, but they were unable 
to find even two to agree, so finally the high priest 
asked Jesus out right if He were the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed.  Jesus answered that He was 
and that “ye shall see the Son of man sitting on 
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the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.”  To the priests, this was blas-
phemy and they all condemned Him to death and 
began to abuse Him. 

(Read Mark 14:66-72)  As I mentioned 

before, this had to humiliate Peter probably more 

than it would have any man, because of the type 

of man Peter was.  He talked to big, but failed in a 

most humiliating way.  As I said, this probably 

helped in a big way to make Peter the outstanding 

apostle that he became. 

(Read Mark 15:1-5)  It is speculation on 
my part, but I believe that because of the unlaw-
fulness of the trial that the chief priests and 
scribes had conducted during the night, they 
feared to carry out the judgment for blasphemy 
that they had charged Jesus with, so they took 
Him to Pilate to try to legitimize their killing of 
Jesus.  However, the only thing that Jesus told 
Pilate was in answer to his question as to whether 
He was king of the Jews to which Jesus answered 
in the affirmative.  He refused to answer any of 
the charges that the priests and scribes were bring-
ing against Him. 

(Read Mark 15:6-15)  Crucifixion was on-
ly for the very worst criminals by God’s law.  The 
chief priests had incited the people to believe this 
about Jesus.  That Pilate was encouraged by the 
people to release Barabbas who really was one of 
the worst criminals, being guilty of both robbery 
and murder, basically infers that Jesus was as bad, 
or worse than Barabbas.  In effect, the fact that 
Jesus took on Himself the sins of the whole world 
actually made Him the worst criminal of all time.  
Mark doesn’t go into all the details that took place 
as Pilate tried to keep from taking the blame for 
crucifying Jesus.  We’re told only that Pilate, will-
ing to satisfy the people, delivered Jesus to be cru-
cified.  Mark does not say to whom Jesus was de-
livered.  Though there is difference in the gospels 
as to who He was delivered to, I contend that He 
was delivered to the chief priests and scribes be-
cause, for His sacrifice to be lawful as the ulti-
mate Passover Lamb, it had to be the high priest 
that carried out the execution.  Both the Romans 
and the Jews had soldiers, so I believe that it was 
Jewish soldiers that took custody of Jesus. 

(Read Mark 15:16-28)  The soldiers 
mocked and abused Him very severely and  final-
ly took Him to the place Golgotha, or the place of 

a skull.  As I mentioned when we looked at these 
events in the gospel of Matthew, this was actually 
on the Mount of Olives.  There is another place 
that is considered today to be the place of cruci-
fixion, but it has become what looks like a skull in 
fairly recent years due to erosion, but I believe 
that it was really at the place on the Mount of Ol-
ives that David offered sacrifices when he was 
driven from Jerusalem by his own son who tried 
to usurp his throne.  We have another clue to how 
the Passover was fulfilled by Jesus in verse 25, 
where we are told that they crucified Him at the 
third hour.   

Several prophecies were fulfilled in the 
crucifixion such as Isa. 53:9, “And he made his 
grave with the wicked,” and 53:12, “he was 
numbered with the transgressors,” when two 
thieves were crucified with Him.  Also Psalms 
22:18 prophesied concerning His clothing, “they 
parted my garments among them, and cast lots 
upon my vesture.”  As we discussed in our study 
in Matthew, he was wearing a single piece vesture 
like that the priests wore so rather than divide it, 
they cast lots for it according to verse 24.  They 
tried to give Him wine with a narcotic in it, but 
He refused to drink it. 

(Read Mark 15:29-32)  Psalms 22:16-17 
prophesies,  “they pierced my hands and my 
feet.  I may tell all my bones: they look and 
stare upon me.”  Verses 29-32 fulfill these 
prophecies.  The chief priests justified themselves 
in the fact that Jesus did not save Himself.  They 
said if He was the true Son of God He could come 
down off the cross and save Himself.  Even the 
two thieves reviled Him.   

(Read Mark 15:33-38)  Another clue to the 
fulfillment of the Passover in that He died at the 
sixth hour.  It is important, I believe, to note that 
Jesus gave up the spirit.  He had to do this volun-
tarily, had He not done so I believe that could not 
have killed Him.  Mark also tells us that the veil 
of the temple was rent in two when Jesus died.  
This indicates to us that no longer did man have to 
have an intercessor in the high priest.  Jesus was 
to become our intercessor that allowed us to go 
directly to God with our petitions and thanksgiv-
ings through Christ instead of an imperfect priest 
such as the high priest.  The veil was the separa-
tion curtain that separated the Holy of Holies from 
the rest of the temple, where the high priest went 
once a year to seek forgiveness first for himself 
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A STUDY OF THE BOOK 

JOB 

 

 As we finished chapt. 3 in our last lesson 
we saw that Job was in great misery with boils 
from the top of his head to the bottom of his feet.  
Three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, had come to 
grieve with him and they had sat for seven days 
and nights without anyone speaking. Beginning 
with chapter 4, Eliphaz speaks.  (Read Job 4:1-11) 
 I believe that in the argument that ensues, 
if we are honest with ourselves, we will probably 
see ourselves and some of our thoughts should we 
be faced with similar circumstances.  Eliphaz first 
asks Job that if he speaks, would it grieve him?  
But he goes on to ask who could restrain oneself 
in such circumstances.  He first points out how 
Job had taught many and strengthened the weak 
and had upheld those who were falling and weak.  
But then he says that when weakness and misery 
comes upon him, he faints and is troubled.  Was 
not the fear of God and uprightness of his ways 
his hope and confidence? He then insinuates that 
Job may not be being honest with himself or with 
them.  He tells Job to think, who perished being 
innocent or who was righteous that were cut off.  
He says he has seen that those who plow iniquity 
and sow wickedness harvest what they have 
sowed.  He says that they perish at a blast from 
God and are consumed by the breath of His nos-
trils.  They are like roaring lions, but then like the 
young lion whose teeth are broken and the old 
lion that perish for lack of prey and the stout lion 
whose whelps are scattered.  In effect he is accus-
ing Job of some unknown wickedness that has 
brought on Job’s troubles and that Job is hiding 

and then for all the people.  That job was now 
Christ’s as our intercessor and new High Priest 
after the order of Melchisedec instead of after the 
order of Aaron. 

(Read Mark 15:39-41)  The centurion 
which was standing guard saw Jesus die, and it 
was revealed to him that Jesus was truly the Son 
of God.  We’re also told that a number of women 
who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee to Jeru-
salem for the Passover were in the audience that 
witnessed Jesus’ death. 

(Read Mark 15:42-47)  We quoted a part 
of Isa. 53:9 above.  Quoting the whole verse, 
“And he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death; because he had done 
no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth.”  Joseph of Arimathaea was a rich man.  I 
don’t remember his exact title, but it would have 
been something like the Minister of Mines in the 
Roman government though he was a Jew.  In fact, 
many scholars say he was Jesus’ uncle on his 
mother’s side.  The Traditions of Glastonbury, in 
England, claim that Joseph had several tin mines 
there in England and that Jesus, as a young man, 
had accompanied Joseph to Glastonbury to those 
mines.  It was probably from these mines that Jo-
seph obtained his riches, but that he was an im-
portant man at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion and 
rich is well known.  The tomb that he buried Jesus 
in was a tomb that he had had hued out for his 
own tomb.  So this was the fulfillment of Jesus 
being buried with the rich.   

Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of 
Joses, watched to see where Joseph buried Jesus 
as they had plans to tend to his body after the 
Passover feast day. 

We will continue with Mark 16 in our next 
issue/.  JRL 

These women along with several others 

were among the group of supporters of Jesus that 

the Jews set adrift in the Mediterranean supposed-

ly to starve to death along with Joseph of Arima-

thaea, Lazarus, and others, but who eventually 

ended up in France and Great Britain establishing 

ministries all across those countries  
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whatever it was. 
 He then begins to relate a spiritual experi-
ence he says that he had.  He says that it happened 
to him at night when he was asleep.  Fear and 
trembling came upon him as a spirit passed before 
him.  He couldn’t discern it’s form, but it made 
the hair of his flesh stand up.  There was silence, 
then he heard a voice saying, “Shall mortal man 
be more just than God?  shall a man be more 
pure than his maker?”  There are some differ-
ences in the different translations but I believe 
that they all mean basically the same thought as 
the King James translation. I get the feeling that 
he thinks that Job is claiming this.  He goes on to 
say that God does not trust His servants and finds 
fault with His angels so why would He trust those 
who dwell in houses of clay, a reference to our 
human body, which he says is crushed before the 
moth. These dwellers in houses of clay are broken 
up and perish from morning to evening without 
anyone regarding it.  He says their pride goes 
away and they die without wisdom.  
 (Read Job 5:1-7) Eliphaz appears to taunt 
Job.  He urges him to cry out and see if anyone 
will respond.  He asks Job to which of the holy 
ones would he turn?  I am not sure whether he is 
referring to Job or to men in general when he 
states that wrath kills the foolish and envy slayeth 
the silly ones.  He then says that he has seen the 
foolish settle or take root, but he says that he curs-
ed his habitation because his children are not safe, 
they fail at the gate (presumably he is speaking of 
their doing business at the gate)  and there is no 
one to rescue them.  Speaking of the foolish he 
says the hungry will eat their harvest and the rob-
ber will eat up their substance.  Though affliction 
doesn’t come from the dust or trouble spring out 
of the ground, still man is born for trouble, or as 
one translation says it, man causeth his own grief 
as sure as the sparks from a fire fly upward.   
 (Read Job 5:8-16) Eliphaz then sets out to 
give Job advice.  He says that if he were Job, he 
would seek God and commit his cause to Him.  
He then lists several reasons.  He says that God 
does great, unsearchable, and marvelous things 
without number.  God gives the rain and the water 
on the fields.  He sets up on high those that be low 
or depressed.  He frustrates the plans of the crafty 
so that their hands cannot carry out wishes. He 
takes the wise in their own craftiness and the 
counsel of the wily comes quickly on themselves 

so that darkness over shadows their day and they 
grope in the noontime as they do at night.  Thus 
he rescues the poor from their mouth and the 
clutch of their sword.  So the weak have hope and 
injustice is stopped.   
 (Read Job 5:17-27)  Still assuming that 
Job has done something wrong that only he and 
God knows, he says, “Behold, happy is the man 
whom God correcteth.”  Therefore, he advises 
Job to not despise the chastening of God.  He 
grieves us, but He consoles us,  He breaks us, but 
His hands make whole.  Ferrar Fenton renders vs. 
19 as “He will save you six times from distress, 
and in seven the woe will not touch.”  He will 
free you from death in famine and from the sword 
in war.  He tells Job that he will be hidden from 
the scourge of the tongue and will not fear when 
destruction, or violence, comes.  He says that Job 
will laugh at destruction and famine and at the 
fear of the beasts of the earth.  You will have a 
covenant with the stones of the field and will be at 
peace with the beasts of the field. You will know 
that your tent is secure and that you will not find 
anything amiss when you go to it.  You will know 
that your descendants will be many and your off-
spring will be as the grass of the field.  He tells 
him that he will come to the grave at a full age as 
the corn cometh at the end of a full season.   
 Finally, Eliphaz says that he has investi-
gated this matter thoroughly and that is the way it 
is.  He urges Job to know this for his own good.  
 (Read Job 6:1-4)  Job has an answer for 
Eliphaz.  He says that if his grief and calamities 
could be weighed they would weigh more than the 
sand of the sea.  As a result his words have been 
rash.  He feels that what is happening to him is 
from God as he says that all of God’s terrors are 
in array against him.  He is not cursing God but is 
simply saying that he feels that God is responsible 
for his troubles. Back in chapter 1, vs. 21, after 
being told that all his children had been killed, he 
said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, 
and naked shall I return thither: the LORD 
gave, and the LORD hath taken away, blessed 
be the name of the LORD.”  He gives God credit 
for what he had and also for what he has lost.  
This sounds right, but as we continue I believe we 
will see that this is symptomatic of Job’s problem. 
 (Read Job 6:5-7) In a sense he is compar-
ing himself to the wild ass and the ox in that he 
did not complain when he had his children and his 
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riches.  Then he compares Eliphaz’s words to 
food without seasoning and to the white of an egg, 
what Eliphaz said was tasteless, of no value. 
 (Read Job 6:8-13)  Job again, having no 
hope of recovery, expresses his wish to die.  The 
NASB may have the best translation of vs. 10, 
“But it is still my consolation , and I rejoice in 
unsparing pain,  that I have not denied the 
words of the Holy one.”  He questions where is 
his strength or his hope or what is the object of 
lengthening his life.  Is his strength the strength of 
stones or his body made of brass? he asks.  He 
concludes that there is no one to help and that 
there is no hope of deliverance. 
 (Read Job 6:14-24) Job is finding out his 
friend may not be a true friend.  He says that a 
friend should show pity to one who is afflicted 
lest he should lose fear of the Almighty.  Instead 
Job says his friend is like a brook or stream that 
runs a lot of water as the snow and ice melt, but 
when it gets hot the stream dries up.  People leave 
the roads in search of these streams, but they per-
ish.  Caravans and travelers search for these 
streams.  They are disappointed because they 
were confident of finding it, but confused when 
they find the stream and there is no water.  Job 
says his friend is like them.  So long as things 
were going well with Job, he was his friend, but 
now that he has seen Job cast down Job says his 
friend is afraid.  Job asks if he asked his friend for 
anything or had he asked him for deliverance.  He 
tells him to teach him and cause him to under-
stand where he has erred and Job will hold his 
tongue. 
 (Read Job 6:25-27) True words are a 
force, but what does your arguing prove? he asks. 
Do you plan to reprove my words, like the wind 
are the words of despair, he says.  Job accuses 
him of caring for the helpless, the orphan, and of 
undermining a friend. 
 (Read Job 6:28-30) Job continues by tell-
ing Eliphaz to look at him and see if he lies to 
him, desist, let there be no injustice, stop as my 
righteousness still stands. He asks if there is injus-
tice in his tongue, cannot his taste determine the 
difference between right and wrong? 
 (Read Job 7:1-6)  The marginal reference 
in my Bible indicates that “an appointed time” 
means a time of hard service.  God intends that 
we all work.  Job says it is like a hired man who 
expects wages for his work or like the servant 

who “pants” for the shade.  Basically he is asking, 
if we are expected to work, why does he have to 
bear months of days doing nothing and nights of 
misery?  He can’t wait for the night so he can lay 
down and then he can’t wait for the dawn so he 
can get up.  I’m not sure what he means by saying 
his life is swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, unless 
he is referring to the short time he believes he has 
left.  But he says he spends his days without hope.  

 (Read Job 7: 7-10) He tells God that his 
life is no more than a breath, it could end at any 
time.  If he could die he would no longer be or be 
seen.  He likens death to the clouds that vanish, 
one who dies will vanish never to be seen again.  

(Read Job 7:11-16)  Because of his 
thoughts concerning death, he appears angry and 
says he is going to speak in the anguish of his 
spirit and will complain in the bitterness of his 
soul.  He appears to complain that God is watch-
ing over him too much.  He asks if he is like a sea 
monster or the sea itself that requires watching 
over.  He says that when he seeks the comfort of 
his bed, then God scares him with dreams and vi-
sions so that he seeks death as a comfort.  He 
loathes life and asks God to leave him alone for 
his days are vanity or for nothing.   

(Read Job 7:17-21)  Job asks God what is 
so special that He watches him continually?  He 
seems to feel that if God would stop watching 
over him that he would die which is what he 
wants.  He tells God that He doesn’t even not 
watch him long enough for him swallow his spit-
tle.  He asks if he has sinned, what has he done to 
God?  Why has He set him up as His target?  Why 
does God not forgive him of whatever iniquity he 
has committed and let him die that he would be no 
more.   

(Read Job 8:1-10)  Bildad, the Shuhite, 
decides to get into the conversation.  He too 
thinks that Job is guilty of some sin that he hasn’t 
admitted to.  He asks Job how long he is going to 
talk as his talk is nothing more than strong wind at 
this point.  He puts forth the question: “Does God 
pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty per-
vert justice?”  He tells job that if his children had 
sinned and God had cast them away, if he would 
earnestly seek unto God and make supplication to 
Him and if Job was pure and upright, God would 
arise and make the habitation of his righteousness 
prosperous.  Bildad appears to measure every-
thing in material possessions.  He tells Job that 



7 

 

though his beginning was small, his end should 
greatly increase.  He urges him to inquire of the 
former age and to consider the things discovered 
by their fathers.  He parenthetically indicates that 
his and Job’s generation are too young to know 
what they need to know.  If he will take Bildad’s 
advice they (those referred to as the former age) 
will teach him out of their hearts.   

(Read Job 8:11-15)  Bildad tries to set up a 
natural example to show Job what his problem is, 
at least in the eyes of Bildad.   We could substi-
tute our locally grown cat tails in place of the rush 
and flag of vs. 11.  It grows in mire or marshy 
conditions and requires water to grow.  It grows 
fast and  matures early and dies in its greenness.  
He says that this is the same way of one who has 
forgotten God and so goes the hope of the hypo-
crite.  He is referring directly to Job saying that he 
grew to be a great man while conditions were 
conducive, but now his greatness is dying because 
Bildad believes that he has forgotten God and is 
playing the part of a hypocrite. As a hypocrite, or 
one that has forgotten God, His hope has been cut 
off.  He has nothing to trust or lean on that will 
endure. 

(Read Job 8:16-19) Bildad continues 
speaking of the hypocrite, like a fast growing  
plant like a gourd, he does very well while the sun 
shines, or while conditions are good, and its roots 
reach for the rocks  to hold it in its place.  But if it 
is removed from its place, its place will say to it, 
“I know you not” and other plants will take its 
place.  He is likening this plant to Job.  But he 
then says in vs. 20, “Behold, God will not cast 
away a perfect man, neither will he help the 
evil doer.”  Basically, he is telling Job it is not 
too late, if he will repent and get right with God. 

(Read Job 8:21-22)  God will yet fill his 
mouth with laughing and his lips with rejoicing.  
He will clothe those that hate him with shame and 
destroy the dwelling place of the wicked. 

(Read Job 9:1-13) Job answers Bildad, but 
his answer appears to be more to God than to 
Bildad.  He doesn’t argue with what Bildad says 
about God, but adds more to what he has said.  He 
first asks the question “how can a man be right-
eous before God?”  If one was to contend with 
God, God could ask him a thousand questions of 
which man could not answer even one.  God is 
wise in heart and mighty in strength.  He asks if 
any man ever defied Him without harm to him-

self?  In vs. 5 Job tells us that God removes 
mountains before man can know what is happen-
ing.  This could have a double meaning as often 
mountain is used symbolically for kingdom and 
we see throughout scripture God removing king-
doms.  But, it could have a literal meaning as 
well.  We had an excellent example of this a few 
years back when mount St. Helens blew up and 
reduced the size of the mountain substantially.  
Either way, the power of God is beyond our imag-
ination.  He continues to talk of the power exhibit-
ed in earthquakes.  He acknowledges the power 
God has over the sun and the stars, His creation of 
the universe, His dominion  over the seas, as we 
have illustrated by Christ walking on the water.  

Vs.  9 reads, “Which maketh Arcturus, 
Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the 
south.”  I read a commentary which indicated that 
the writer couldn’t figure out how Job knew the 
names of the stars since Job was so ancient.  
(Read Palms 19:1-7)  Job had just said in vs. 8 
speaking of God “which alone spreadeth out the 
heavens.”  I’m sure that God named the stars be-
fore he created man and taught the names, at least 
of the constellations which tell us the same story 
as the Bible, to Adam.  The point of all this is that 
God created it all and Job acknowledged it to be 
so.  In vs. 11 Job acknowledged that God is a 
Spirit which he as a human could not discern.  In 
vs. 12 Job is referring to his children that had 
been killed.  If one acknowledges that God is the 
sovereign creator with the right to do with his cre-
ation as He so desires, who is man to question 
Him.  Recall that when Job received the news of 
the death of his children, “Then Job arose, and 
rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell 
down upon the ground, and worshipped.”  The 
next verse tells us that Job said, “the LORD gave, 
and the LORD hath taken away, blessed be the 
name of the LORD.”  The last part of vs. 13 is 
rendered different by different translators, but, as 
I read it, it means that God has the power to do 
whatever he wants to do. Job does not question 
God’s sovereignty and power. 

(Read Job 9:14-24) Job puts God on a 
plain so high and man on one so low that he 
doesn’t seem to believe that God really cares for 
man.   He does not feel that he can approach God, 
nor how he could answer Him if he did.  Even 
though Job considers himself a righteous man, he 
does not believe he could answer God.  I believe 
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this is part of Job’s problem.  He does not under-
stand how God views him.  He believes that even 
if he called to God and God answered him, he 
would not know how to respond or feel that he 
could respond.  He feels that God would respond 
with a storm and would multiply his wounds 
without cause.  He clearly fears  God, but does not 
understand Him.  He feels that God doesn’t lessen 
his troubles, but only increases them on him.  Of 
course Job is unaware of what we were told at the 
beginning of the book and while he strives to live 
a righteous life, he obviously does not at this point 
understand the true nature of God.  He feels that 
God is too strong for Job to affect, as to justice he 
needs an intercessor to approach God.  He consid-
ers God so holy that even though he considers 
himself innocent he would consider himself guilty 
before God.  He says he would not even know his 
true self, but would hate his life.  He feels that 
God destroys the perfect and the wicked, that He 
does not have compassion on the trials of the in-
nocent.  He says the earth has been given into the 
hand of the wicked and that God has covered the 
eyes of the judges.  I think that we can understand 
his attitude at this point because of his own suffer-
ing,  but we need to see the overall purpose of 
God as we continue our study. 
 (Read Job 9:25-33) He feels his life is 
passing to fast, faster than a man running, yet he 
sees no good.  He even compares the speed his 
days are passing to that of pirate ships, or the 
speed of an eagle diving after a meal.  If he de-
cides to forget his complaint and changes his ap-
pearance to smiling, he is afraid of his own sor-
rows and knows that God will not hold him inno-
cent.  If he is wicked, as his friends seem to think, 
why is he laboring in vain?  Even if he cleans 
himself he feels that God will cast him in the ditch 
resulting his own clothing abhorring him.  He 
says that there is no way that he as a man can 
come together with God in court.  There is no in-
tercessor that can work on the same level as man 

and that of God at the same time.   
 (Read Job 9:34-35) Job says that if God 
would take His rod from him and let not dread of 
Him terrify him, he would speak and not fear 
Him, but he couldn’t in the situation he was cur-
rently in.   

We will continue with Job’s answer to 
Bildad in our next lesson.  JRL  
 

 


