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We are ready for Luke 8:41 this issue 

which begins the story of Jairus and his  12 year 

old daughter.   
(Read Luke 8:41-56)  I believe that Jesus 

was back in Capernaum when a ruler of the syna-

gogue beseeched Him to heal his twelve year old 

daughter.  Jesus started to the man’s house, but 

the crowd was very great apparently impeding His 

progress. You might imagine the frustration that 

Jarius felt at the delay. We then have another 

story take place as He traveled.  A woman who 

had had an issue of blood, a continuous menstrual 

bleeding, for twelve years believed that if she 

could but touch Jesus’ garment, she would be 

healed.  She came up behind Jesus and did touch 

the border of His garment and the flow of blood 

stopped.  Jesus stopped and asked who had 

touched Him which astounded His disciples be-

cause they questioned how He could ask such a 

question when the crowd was pressing Him so 

hard.  But the woman, realizing that she was 

known, confessed that she had done so and why.  

Jesus told her that her faith had made her whole.   

However, during this delay the daughter of 

the Jarius died.  Again I think you can imagine the 

thoughts of Jarius.  All of this delay had cost his 

daughter’s death.  However Jesus told him to 

“fear not, believe only, and she shall be made 

whole.”  Jesus then went on to the man’s house 

and raised the girl from the dead.   

There is much that is prophetic in this 

story of the healing of two women.  I would like 

to touch on a little of this.  First, we note that the 

number 12  is prominent in both cases.  Twelve 

denotes governmental perfection in Scripture.  

The woman with the issue of blood would have 

been considered unclean those twelve years.  Le-

viticus 15:25 tells us, “And if a woman have an 

issue of her blood many days out of the time of 

her separation, or if it run beyond the time of 

her separation; all the days of the issue of her 

uncleanness shall be as the days of her separa-

tion: she shall be unclean.”  She believed that if 

she could touch the border of His garment, she 

would be clean.  Touching the border of His gar-

ment is significant.  Numbers 15:38-40 tells us 

“Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid 

them that they make them fringes in the bor-

ders of their garments throughout their gen-

erations, and that they put upon the fringe of 

the borders a ribband of blue: and it shall be 

unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, 

and remember all the commandments of the 

LORD, and do them; and that ye seek not after 

your own heart and your own eyes, after which 

ye use to go a whoring: that ye may remember, 
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and do all my commandments, and be holy 

unto your God.”  If we expand the story as the 

woman representing Israel, when she touched the 

law representation, she was healed.  When Israel 

keeps God’s law under the New Covenant she is 

cleansed of her uncleanness by the water of the 

Word and blood of Jesus Christ.   

Jesus says of the young girl who died, 

“Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth.”  This 

tells us that death is not the end, but the dead 

sleepeth.  The time will come when they will arise 

as did this young woman.  The fact that Jesus was 

delayed in His coming to the bedside of the young 

woman didn’t matter.  He still accomplished what 

He set out to do when Jarius prevailed upon Him 

to come and heal his daughter. Though it may ap-

pear to us that Jesus is being delayed in His com-

ing, He will still accomplish what He intends 

when He returns, i.e. the resurrection of the dead.   

There is more prophesy in this story, but 

we’ll leave it to a future study.  

.  (Read Luke 9:1-6)  As Jesus prepares to 

send the twelve disciples on their first missionary 

trip, we’re told that He gave them power and au-

thority over all demons and to cure diseases.  As a 

side note, I find it interesting that the power and 

authority was over all demons.  This tells me that 

there were at least several of them and it seems to 

infer to me that there might be different kinds.  

However they are all included in the power and 

authority over them.  To have authority was not 

enough.  The disciples must also have the power 

to back up their authority.   

The disciples then had two basic missions, 

first to preach the kingdom of God, and second, to 

heal the sick and cast out demons.  These disci-

ples had seen the kingdom of God in action.  I 

think that often we get the wrong idea when we 

use the term “kingdom” of God.  This infers ruler-

ship and I believe that this is right.  However, 

what the disciples had seen and been taught up to 

this point was service, service to the sick and af-

flicted, service to the people, and service to God.  

As we have studied before, there are two types of 

rulership, one of oppression and one of service.  

The disciples had been learning how to rule 

through service and this was what they were to 

preach.  This is the preparation teaching that we 

all need to learn that we might rule and reign with 

Christ in His kingdom. 

What Jesus told His disciples in vs. 3 was 

somewhat parallel to what the Jews taught to their 

priests who likewise went on missionary journeys.  

If they were to take food, staff, money or extra 

clothing, it was felt that the feeling among the 

people they were going to to teach would not take 

them seriously as it would appear that they had 

something to fall back on if they failed.  I’m sure 

Jesus thought the same would happen with his 

disciples.   

Vs. 4 would indicate that they were not on 

a social mission.  They were not to be changing 

locations within the town they were working in, 

but to put their emphasis in preaching the king-

dom of God and healing the sick. 

Alfred Edersheim explains how the people 

of that day used the term “dust” metaphorically:  

“The expression, no doubt, indicated that the ban 

of the Lord was resting on it, and the symbolic act 

would, as it were, be the solemn pronouncing that 

‘nought of the cursed thing’ clave to them. In this 

sense, anything that clave to a person was meta-

phorically called ‘the dust,’ as for example, ‘the 

dust of an evil tongue,’ ‘the dust of usury,’ as, on 

the other hand, the ‘dust to idolatry’ meant to 

cleave to it.” 

(Read Luke 9:7-9)  We mentioned in our 

last lesson that Herod the tetrarch wanted to know 

about Jesus and was especially anxious to see 

Him perform a miracle. 

(Read Luke 9:10-17) We covered this 

story in previous lessons.  Note that there were 

five thousand men, no mention of women and 

children.  If we add them, the number fed could 

easily have topped double that number.   

(Read Luke 9:18-22) We have just read 

that Herod was asking who Jesus was because he 

was hearing the same thing that Jesus’ disciples 

had heard, John the Baptist, Elijah, or one of the 

other prophets.  But Jesus asks His disciples di-

rectly, “Whom say ye that I am?”  Peter’s an-
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swer was “The Christ of God.”  Remember that 

“Christ” means “anointed.”  Strangely, Jesus com-

mands them not to tell anyone this.  Then He tells 

them that He has to be killed by the elders, chief 

priests and scribes and that He would then arise 

on the third day.  Though we have seen Him tell 

the disciples this in our studies of Matthew and 

Mark, it is at this particular time that He first re-

veals this to His disciples.  

(Read Luke 9:23-27)  I believe one has to 

understand the two resurrections and the place of 

the overcomers to understand these verses.  The 

life He is speaking of is the life in the kingdom 

during the one thousand years spoken of in Rev. 

20.  As I have said before, I look at the cross, as 

spoken here, as whatever holds one back from 

turning one’s self totally over to Christ.  If the ca-

res and pleasures of this world are that stake, or 

what is holding a person back, which cannot or 

will not be taken up, Jesus is saying that one is 

trying to save his life, this mortal life.  However, 

if one will take up that cross even to the point of 

losing his life, again this mortal life, then Jesus 

says he will save his life, that life in the kingdom 

with Jesus.  What good will be all the material 

and pleasurable things if, when Jesus returns, the 

one gaining these corruptible things is denied life 

with Christ in the kingdom.  Our primary goal in 

this life should be to strive for that life with 

Christ.  That it will be eternal life goes without 

question, but Jesus is speaking of a bonus of a 

thousand years with Him in His kingdom ruling 

and reigning with Him for those who are willing 

in this mortal life to give it up, should one be 

called to do so, to achieve the prize of the bonus.  

This may be putting this somewhat crudely, but it 

is important that we have this understanding. 

Then in vs. 27 He presents what at first 

might be somewhat of a mystery.  “But I tell you 

of a truth, there be some standing here, which 

shall not taste of death, till they see the king-

dom of God.”  Notice that He says “see the king-

dom of God”, not live in it.  What is recorded in 

the next nine verses is what He is talking about. 

(Read Luke 9:28-36)  The disciples not 

only saw a vision of Moses and Elijah, but they 

saw Jesus in all His glory.  This is what Jesus said 

that there were some there that would see  the 

kingdom of God.  They had seen the King and a 

couple of His ministers, thus they had seen the 

kingdom.  Of course there is much more to see, 

but the King and His ministers represent the king-

dom here.  In Matthew, Jesus calls what they saw 

a vision, but in all three of the synoptic gospels, 

He told them to tell no man what they had seen.  

In Matthew and Mark, Jesus added until the Son 

of man be risen from the dead.   

(Read Luke 9:37-42)  This is another ex-

ample of Jesus casting a demon out of a person, 

this time a child.   

(Read Luke 9:43-45)  Even though Jesus 

is telling the disciples things that they are going to 

need to remember and understand later, they fail 

to grasp the meaning of what He is saying and are 

afraid to ask.  As we will see, after the day of Pen-

tecost following Jesus’ ascension, the apostles 

suddenly had a great clarity of memory and un-

derstanding, but for the present time then, they did 

not understand. 

(Read Luke 9: 46-50) Matthew expands on 

the first three verses in Matt. 18:1-6 (Read) so I 

would like to repeat what I said when we studied 

that passage: “ We see elsewhere that the disciples 

argued with each other as to which of them would 

be the greatest in the kingdom.  That may or may 

not be the case here.  The question is simply who 

is the greatest in the kingdom.  Before giving an 

answer to their question, Jesus tells them that 

unless they repent, which means turning them-

selves over to God totally as a child does to his or 

her parents, Jesus says they won’t even enter into 

the kingdom.  Then He answers the question.  In 

vs. 4 He is not saying that the child humbles itself, 

but rather the one that humbles him or herself to 

the humbleness of the child is the greatest.  The 

only one that qualifies completely in this is Jesus 

Christ Himself. So it is He who is the greatest in 

the kingdom.   

I might interject here that it is thought that 

Ignatius, one of the early church fathers, who was 

the third bishop of Antioch and a student of the 

Apostle John was the child that Jesus used here to 

make His point.   

Vs. 5 and 6 pretty much speak for them-
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selves.  The word translated millstone here is ac-

tually an ass-millstone, i.e. a millstone large 

enough that it had to be turned by an ass.” 

Getting back to Luke 9, verses 49 & 50, 

Jesus doesn’t recognize fence riders.  One is ei-

ther for Him or against Him.  Jesus says that if 

one is not against Him, he or she is for Him.  This 

is something that we all need to remember in this 

day of so many denominations.  While I blame 

denominationalism for a major part of the prob-

lems of America, we need to remember that there 

are many, regardless of denomination, that are for 

Jesus Christ. 

(Read Luke 9:51-56)  These verses are a 

little confusing.  This was not the final time that 

Jesus went to Jerusalem as might be inferred by 

vs. 51.  I have looked at different commentators 

and the best insight that I find is that the normal 

route that one going from Galilee to Jerusalem 

would have been to cross the Jordan and there 

was a highway that ran to Jericho and then they 

would go from Jericho to Jerusalem.  Jerusalem 

was higher in elevation that Jericho, so going to 

Jerusalem was always spoken of as going up to 

Jerusalem.  So this is what at least some commen-

tators believe is meant by being received up.  

When Jesus went to Jerusalem the final time to be 

crucified He took the more traveled route that we 

just discussed.  However on this trip He took the 

more direct route through Samaria, a route most 

did not take because of the hostility of the Samari-

tans.  This hostility is evident in the fact that the 

first village that Jesus sent His messengers to re-

jected them and would not allow Jesus and His 

group to stay overnight.  When James and John 

saw what happened, they asked Jesus if He 

wanted them to call down fire from heaven and 

consume the Samaritans who had rejected them.  

Note that they did not ask Jesus to do it, they 

asked if He wanted them to do it.  Also of interest, 

“heaven” here is singular.  Normally, though the 

word “heaven” will appear as singular in our Bi-

ble, the Greek word it comes from is plural, the 

heavens.  In this case however, it is singular.  

James and John are referencing II Kings 1:10-12 

concerning Elijah calling down fire.   

Jesus then rebuked them we’re told in vs. 

55.  The King James goes on to say, “Ye know 

not what manner of spirit ye are of.  For the 

Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, 

but to save them.”  This does not appear in the 

original manuscripts, but has been added later by 

a scribe or translator who apparently was not sat-

isfied with Jesus’ rebuke without further informa-

tion.  This does not mean that these words are 

false, as they could have been words that Jesus 

had spoken.  I just needed to point out that they 

were not in the original manuscripts. 

Had the apostles called down fire to con-

sume the village that rejected them, what would 

have been the reaction of the next village?  We’re 

told that they went on to the next village and were 

accepted.  It appears to me that Jesus intentionally 

took direct route through Samaria to teach His 

apostles the proper use of authority and judgment.  

The Samaritans were a mixture of different na-

tionalities, primarily those that the Assyrians had 

brought in to occupy the land when they took Is-

rael captive.   

(Read Luke 9:57-62)  Luke is giving us 

some examples of men who want to serve Jesus, 

but are not quite ready to make a full commit-

ment, which is what Jesus expects.  The first says 

he will follow Jesus wherever He goes.  Jesus’ 

answer tells us that the man could be gone for a 

long period of time without any surety of a place 

to stay at any time.  The man needs to be sure he 

is willing to make that sacrifice before commit-

ting.  This isn’t to say that the man wasn’t willing 

to make that commitment, only that he would 

need to do so. JRL 

 

 

Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but 

righteousness delivereth from death. 

The righteousness of the perfect shall di-

rect his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own 

wickedness. 

The righteousness of the upright shall de-

liver them: but transgressors shall be taken in 

their own naughtiness. 

When a wicked man dieth, his expectation 

shall perish: the hope of the unjust men perisheth. 
Proverbs 11:4-7 
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A STUDY OF THE  
BABYLONIAN SYSTEM 

 The Bible does not give us much historical  

information concerning the Kingdom of Persia.  

The book of Esther and the book of Daniel are 

about the only sources of actual history of what 

took place in the Persian Empire, but these are 

limited to only a few events.  The book of Esther 

does tell us in vs. 1 that in the days of Ahasuerus 

(the marginal reference in my Bible says: gener-

ally identified with Xerxes 1 [485-464 B.C.] that 

he “reigned from India even unto Ethiopia 

over an hundred and seven and twenty prov-

inces.” I will let you read the story of the events 

that took place at that time, but this tells us some 

about the extent of the Kingdom of Persia at  that 

time.   

 Books have been written concerning the 

history of this great Empire, but I would like to 

quote a short summary of that history that I found 

on line from UShistory.org  owned by the Inde-

pendent Hall Association in Philadelphia.   

 The Persian Empire spanned from Egypt 

in the west to Turkey in the north, and through 

Mesopotamia to the Indus River in the east. 

“Persia is today the country of Iran. 

“By the 5th century B.C.E., it was the 

largest empire the world had ever seen, surpassing 

the size of their Assyrian predecessors. 

“In 539 B.C.E., King Cyrus decided to 

expand the boundaries of Persia. He began by 

conquering Babylon. Unlike Assyrian kings, 

Cyrus was known for his mercy rather than his 

cruelty. 

“For example, he allowed the Hebrews, 

who had been captives in Babylon for over fifty 

years to return to the holy city of Jerusalem, in-

stead of turning them into slaves. He returned sa-

cred items that were stolen from them and al-

lowed the rebuilding of their capital and the tem-

ple. 

“Cyrus also allowed the Hebrews to con-

tinue living and worshiping as they chose. The 

Jewish prophet, Isaiah, called Cyrus "God's shep-

herd," and said that "God would go before him 

and level the mountains." 

“Cyrus's generosity toward the Jews was 

not an isolated event. He and his successors em-

ployed a policy of adaptation and reconciliation 

toward all of their new subjects. They cooperated 

with local rulers and interfered as little as possible 

in matters that did not directly relate to their rule. 

They respected local traditions and even adopted 

some of their subjects' religious practices for 

themselves. 

 “Rather than destroy local economies for 

their own selfish gain, the Persians worked to in-

crease trade throughout their kingdom. They stan-

dardized weights, developed official coinage, and 

implemented universal laws. 

“The Persian leaders required cooperation 

and imposed a 20 percent tax on all agriculture 

and manufacturing. They also taxed religious in-

stitutions, which despite their wealth had previ-

ously not been taxed. 

“The Persians themselves paid no taxes. 

“The Persian kings — especially Cyrus 

and, later, Darius I (522-486 B.C.E.) — devel-

oped a model for the administration of a large em-

pire that was copied by others in the future. Laws 

were carried out fairly and evenly among all of 

the various subject peoples. 

“The Persians divided their empire into 20 

provinces that were managed by governors. In 

addition, they provided land to feudal lords in ex-

change for loyalty and guarantees of soldiers for 

the Persian army. Most of the people in the em-

pire, including average Persians, simply remained 

struggling farmers or craftspeople. 

“Cyrus built the foundations of a courier, 

or mail, system. Darius I built a communication 

network that connected most of the empire. A 

1,600-mile-long royal road was built from Sardis 

to Susa, one of the administrative capitals. Along 

this road, were numerous places for lodging, 

where royal couriers could obtain fresh horses and 

supplies. 

 “The Persians also developed a religion 

based on monotheism, the belief in one god. It 

was founded by the prophet Zoroaster, called 

Zarathustra in old Iranian. Many of his ideas were 

collected in a series of poems called the Gathas, 
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which became part of the religion's most sacred 

book, the Avesta. 

“Zoroaster believed that people were train-

ing for a future life. He taught that the earthly 

world was torn by a constant struggle between 

good and evil. Humans would have to choose be-

tween the two in preparation for a final judgment 

when good would triumph over evil. When this 

happened, all earthly existence would disappear. 

The Zoroastrian god, Ahura Mazda, embodied 

goodness and wisdom. Some religious scholars 

believe that Zoroaster's ideas strongly influenced 

on the development of the Hebrew and Christian 

religions. 

“Despite the Persians' effective and con-

ciliatory leadership, their empire did not last. Un-

der King Xerxes in 480 B.C.E., the Persians made 

an attempt to expand their empire into Greece. 

The Greek city-states cooperated and held off the 

Persian threat and even succeeded in almost oblit-

erating the Persian navy.  

“When Alexander the Great rose to power 

in 331 B.C.E., he put an end to Persian dreams of 

expanding their empire. Only in his early twen-

ties, Alexander had no equal as a military strate-

gist. He swept through the ancient world, con-

quering all of the Persian Empire.” 

In Daniel’s dream in Dan. 7, the beast that 

represented the leadership of the Persian Empire 

was a bear.  We’re told in vs. 5, “And behold an-

other beast , a second, like to a bear, and it 

raised itself on one side, and it had three ribs in 

the mouth of it between the teeth of it, and they 

said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.”  
While the Persian people enjoyed considerable 

peace and prosperity, between Cyrus and Darius, 

a couple of kings later, they expanded the empire 

by conquest to be the largest ever known. So they 

did indeed devour much flesh while at the same 

time providing examples of governess that was so 

successful that they were to be copied by future 

various leaders of other nations and empires. 

I believe that if we studied Zoroastrian 

religion closely we would certainly find elements 

of it imbedded in what we currently consider 

Christianity.  The article above indicates that Zo-

roastrian religion influenced Christian and Juda-

ism which I believe is correct.  But I believe it is 

important to point out what we call Christianity 

today, as taught by most churches, is not true 

Christianity because of the influence of these 

Babylonian System characteristics that have been  

accepted rather than true Biblical teaching.  In this 

case, referring to the article above,  much of what 

it taught today is to choose between good and evil 

as one faces a final judgment rather than the sal-

vation through the shed blood of Christ.  We’re 

also taught that the earth will be destroyed after 

the final judgment, yet the Scripture teaches just 

the opposite.  We would be surprised at just how 

much Zoroastrian teachings we accept today as 

Christianity. 

While  the Greek Empire did not achieve 

the status of Empire until after the death of Alex-

ander, the influence that the Greeks had on the 

world really began centuries before.  The history 

of Greece is very old and is divided into periods 

by historians.  I want to begin with what is called 

the Archaic period starting in about 800 B.C.  

Again I want to quote from an online article this 

time from the Ancient History Encyclopedia. 
 “The Archaic Period (800-500 BCE) is charac-

terized by the introduction of Republics instead of 

Monarchies (which, in Athens, moved toward Democ-

ratic rule) organized as a single city-state or polis, the 

institution of laws (Draco’s reforms in Athens), the 

great Panathenaeic Festival was established, distinc-

tive Greek pottery and Greek sculpture were born, 

and the first coins minted on the island kingdom 

of Aegina. This, then, set the stage for the flourishing 

of the Classical Period of Greece given as 500-400 BCE 

or, more precisely, as 480-323 BCE, from the Greek 

victory at Salamis to the death of Alexander the 

Great. This was the Golden Age of Athens, 

when Pericles initiated the building of 

the Acropolis and spoke his famous eulogy for the 

men who died defending Greece at 

the Battle of Marathon in 490 BCE. Greece reached the 

heights in almost every area of human learning during 

this time and the great thinkers and artists of antiquity 

(Phidias, Plato, Aristophanes, to mention only three) 

flourished. Leonidas and his 300 Spartans fell 

at Thermopylae and, the same year (480 

BCE), Themistocles won victory over the superior 

https://www.ancient.eu/Archaic_Period/
https://www.ancient.eu/city-state/
https://www.ancient.eu/Polis/
https://www.ancient.eu/Greek_Pottery/
https://www.ancient.eu/Greek_Sculpture/
https://www.ancient.eu/Aegina/
https://www.ancient.eu/salamis/
https://www.ancient.eu/Alexander_the_Great/
https://www.ancient.eu/Alexander_the_Great/
https://www.ancient.eu/pericles/
https://www.ancient.eu/Acropolis/
https://www.ancient.eu/battle/
https://www.ancient.eu/marathon/
https://www.ancient.eu/Phidias/
https://www.ancient.eu/Leonidas/
https://www.ancient.eu/thermopylae/
https://www.ancient.eu/Themistocles/
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Persian naval fleet at Salamis leading to the final de-

feat of the Persians at Plataea in 379 BCE. 

 “Democracy (literally Demos = people 

and Kratos = power, so power of the people) was estab-

lished in Athens allowing all male citizens over the 

age of twenty a voice in government. The Pre-Socratic 

philosophers, following Thales' lead, initiated what 

would become the scientific method in exploring natu-

ral phenomena. Men like Anixamander, Anaximenes, 

Pythagoras, Democritus, Xenophanes, and Heraclitus 

abandoned the theistic model of the universe and 

strove to uncover the underlying, first cause of life and 

the universe. 

“This time is generally referred to as the Late 

Classical Period (c. 400-330 BCE). The power vacuum 

left by the fall of these two cities was filled by Philip II 

of Macedon (382-336 BCE) after his victory over the 

Athenian forces and their allies at the Battle of Chaer-

onea in 338 BCE. Philip united the Greek city states 

under Macedonian rule and, upon his assassination in 

336 BCE, his son Alexander assumed the throne.  

Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE) carried on his fa-

ther's plans for a full scale invasion of Persia in retalia-

tion for their invasion of Greece in 480 BCE. As he had 

almost the whole of Greece under his command, a 

standing army of considerable size and strength, and a 

full treasury, Alexander did not need to bother with 

allies nor with consulting anyone regarding his plan 

for invasion and so led his army into Egypt, across 

Asia Minor, through Persia, and finally to India. Tu-

tored in his youth by Plato’s great student Aristotle, 

Alexander would spread the ideals of Greek civiliza-

tion through his conquests and, in so doing, transmit-

ted Greek philosophy, culture, language, and art to 

every region he came in contact with. 

“In 323 BCE Alexander died and his 

vast empire was divided between four of his generals. 

This initiated what has come to be known to historians 

as the Hellenistic Age (323-31 BCE) during which 

Greek thought and culture became dominant in the 

various regions under these generals' influence. After 

a series of struggles between the Diodachi (`the suc-

cessors' as Alexander's generals came to be known) 

General Antigonus established the Antigonid Dynasty 

in Greece which he then lost. It was regained by his 

grandson, Antigonus II Gonatus, by 276 BCE who 

ruled the country from his palace at Macedon. 

The Roman Republic became increasingly 

involved in the affairs of Greece during this time and, 

in 168 BCE, defeated Macedon at the Battle of Pydna. 

After this date, Greece steadily came under the influ-

ence of Rome. In 146 BCE the region was designated a 

Protectorate of Rome and Romans began to emulate 

Greek fashion, philosophy and, to a certain extent, 

sensibilities. In 31 BCE Octavian Caesar annexed the 

country as a province of Rome following his victory 

over Mark Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Ac-

tium. Octavian became Augustus Caesar and Greece a 

part of the Roman Empire..’’ 
While Alexander is known as Alexander 

the Great because of his military genius and ac-

complishments, probably his greatest achievement 

was as the article above  says, “Alexander would 

spread the ideals of Greek civilization through his con-

quests and, in so doing, transmitted Greek philoso-

phy, culture, language, and art to every region he 

came in contact with.” 

The Apostle Paul confronted this Greek 

philosophy in Acts 17:22, “Then Paul stood in 

the midst of Mars hill, and said, Ye men of 

Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too 

superstitious.”  He then proceeded to preach to 

them Jesus Christ and His resurrection.  But  

again much of Greek superstition, mysticism, and 

philosophy have been imbedded in current day 

Christianity.  The simple teachings of Paul have 

been modified to make them more acceptable to 

man’s system as it has been developed through 

these Babylonian succession of empires. 

Part of the reason for studying this Baby-

lonian succession is to try recognize some of the 

characteristics of the various elements of this 

Babylonian System that have developed through  

this succession.  Of particular interest are the reli-

gious and philosophical characteristics as they 

often become one and the same.  The philosophy 

of dualism has its origins with the Greeks.  Basi-

cally this is the belief that the body, being materi-

alistic, and the mind, being spiritual, therefore 

they can be independent of each other.  This is the 

foundation of the belief that when a person dies, 

the  spirit (or mind) goes to heaven and the body 

dies.  There are variations of this belief just as 

there are variations of the belief or philosophy of 

dualism.   

https://www.ancient.eu/Plataea/
https://www.ancient.eu/Anaximenes/
https://www.ancient.eu/Philip_II_of_Macedon/
https://www.ancient.eu/Philip_II_of_Macedon/
https://www.ancient.eu/Battle_of_Chaeronea/
https://www.ancient.eu/Battle_of_Chaeronea/
https://www.ancient.eu/Persia/
https://www.ancient.eu/egypt/
https://www.ancient.eu/india/
https://www.ancient.eu/Greek_Philosophy/
https://www.ancient.eu/empire/
https://www.ancient.eu/Hellenistic/
https://www.ancient.eu/macedon/
https://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Republic/
https://www.ancient.eu/Battle_of_Pydna/
https://www.ancient.eu/octavian/
https://www.ancient.eu/caesar/
https://www.ancient.eu/Mark_Antony/
https://www.ancient.eu/cleopatra/
https://www.ancient.eu/augustus/
https://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Empire/
https://www.ancient.eu/Greek_Philosophy/
https://www.ancient.eu/Greek_Philosophy/
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The religion of the Greeks generally was 

polytheistic, i.e. they had many gods, most of 

whom resided in Mt. Olympus. However, they 

incorporated many of the Zoroastic teachings 

which have developed, among things, into our 

current day Christian religion of there being a 

heaven and a burning hell for the Christian and 

the  non-Christian. 

As  we have done with the brief history of  

Persia and Greece, I want to begin our history of 

the Roman Empire be quoting from an online arti-

cle The Ancient History Encyclopedia. 

 “Following the Battle of Actium in 31 

BCE, Gaius Octavian Thurinus, Julius Cae-

sar's nephew and heir, became the first em-

peror of Rome and took the name Augustus 

Caesar. Although Julius Caesar is often re-

garded as the first emperor of Rome, this is 

incorrect; he never held the title `Emperor' 

but, rather, `Dictator', a title the senate could 

not help but grant him, as Caesar held su-

preme military and political power at the 

time. In contrast, the senate willingly granted 

Augustus the title of emperor, lavishing 

praise and power on him because he had de-

stroyed Rome's enemies and brought much 

needed stability.   

 Augustus ruled the empire from 31 

BCE until 14 CE when he died. In that time, 

as he said himself, he "found Rome a city of 

clay but left it a city of marble." Augustus re-

formed the laws of the city and, by extension, 

the empire’s, secured Rome's borders, initi-

ated vast building projects (carried out 

largely by his faithful general Agrippa, who 

built the first Pantheon), and secured the em-

pire a lasting name as one of the greatest, if 

not the greatest, political and cultural powers 

in history. The Pax Romana (Roman Peace), 

also known as the Pax Augusta, which he ini-

tiated, was a time of peace and prosperity 

hitherto unknown and would last over 200 

years. 

 Following Augustus’ death, power 

passed to his heir, Tiberius, who continued 

many of the emperor’s policies but lacked the 

strength of character and vision which so de-

fined Augustus. This trend would continue, 

more or less steadily, with the emperors who 

followed: Caligula, Claudius, and Nero. 

These first five rulers of the empire are re-

ferred to as the Julio-Claudian Dynasty for 

the two family names they descended from 

(either by birth or through adoption), Julius 

and Claudius. Although Caligula has become 

notorious for his depravity and apparent in-

sanity, his early rule was commendable as 

was that of his successor, Claudius, who ex-

panded Rome’s power and territory 

in Britain; less so was that of Nero. Caligula 

and Claudius were both assassinated in office 

(Caligula by his Praetorian Guard and 

Claudius, apparently, by his wife). Nero’s 

suicide ended the Julio-Claudian Dynasty 

and initiated the period of social unrest 

known as The Year of the Four Emperors.” 

 We will continue with the Roman his-

tory in our next issue.  JRL 

https://www.ancient.eu/battle/
https://www.ancient.eu/octavian/
https://www.ancient.eu/Julius_Caesar/
https://www.ancient.eu/Julius_Caesar/
https://www.ancient.eu/city/
https://www.ancient.eu/Pantheon/
https://www.ancient.eu/Tiberius/
https://www.ancient.eu/Caligula/
https://www.ancient.eu/claudius/
https://www.ancient.eu/Nero/
https://www.ancient.eu/britain/
https://www.ancient.eu/Praetorian_Guard/

