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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

LUKE 

Issue 1806 

 I am going to repeat some of what we 
wrote in our last issue so that we have the whole 
parable in one issue.   
 (Read Luke 16:19-31)  Because this para-
ble has been determined by a majority of the peo-
ple and their preachers that this is simply a story 
of two men, one rich who died and went to a 
burning hell, and the other a poor man who died 
and went to heaven, we first need to establish that 
this is a parable, i.e. a story to illustrate a point.  
In Matt. 13, Jesus is speaking to the multitude in 
parables.  We’re told in vs. 34, “All these things 
spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables: 
and without a parable spake he not unto 
them.” Again in Mark 4:34 we’re told, “But 
without a parable spake he not unto them: and 
when they were alone, he expounded all things 
to his disciples.”  Also, if this was simply a story 
of one man going to heaven and another going to 
hell, what need was there of all the detail of ex-
planation, especially of the rich man?  This Scrip-
ture follows a series of parables, so it would seem 
logical to assume this is a continuation of these 
parables.   

Since I think we can consider this a para-
ble, the characters in the parable represent some 
one or some thing.  So let us see if we can deter-
mine by Scripture who these two main characters 
are.  We’re told first that it was a certain rich man.  
It wasn’t any rich man, but a certain rich man.  He 
was clothed in purple and fine linen.  As part of 
the story of Gideon in the Old Testament Judges 
8:26 tells us, “And the weight of the golden ear-

rings that he requested was a thousand and 
seven hundred shekels of gold; besides orna-
ments and collars, and purple raiment that was 
on the kings of Midian, and beside the chains 
that were about their camels’ necks.”  Purple 
was the royal color, the color of the raiment of 
kings.  In Mark 15:17 the soldiers are mocking 
Jesus for claiming to be a king “And they 
clothed him with purple, and platted a crown 
of thorns, and put it about his head.”  So I think 
the fact that this rich man was wearing purple in-
dicated that he was in a place of rulership.  But 
we’re also told that he was clothed with fine linen.  
(Read Ex. 28:1-5, 39, 42, Rev. 15:4-6)  These 
Scriptures should be sufficient evidence that white 
linen was worn by priests and ministers of God.  
When Joseph placed Jesus in the tomb, he first 
wrapped the body in white linen.   

We have another person in Scripture that 
is clothed in purple that might help us identify 
who this rich man is.  (Read Rev. 17:1-5)  Then in 
vs. 18 the angel identified the woman to John, 
“And the woman which thou sawest is that 
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the 
earth.”  If we read farther in chapter 18 John 
speaks of her destruction and then in vs. 15 & 16 
we read, “The merchants of these things, which 
were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for 
the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 
and saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was 
clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, 
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and 
pearls!” We recognize this Babylon, not as a city 
per se, but as a system of world wide government 
developed through the succession of empires that 
started with the kingdom of Babylon.  Rich repre-
sents the money system; purple fits the kings of 
the earth and fine linen represents that church sys-

 
     

KINGDOM SPIRIT 
    P O Box 279, Pleasant View, CO 81331 

Phone 970-562-4874 
e-mail ksm@fone.net 

    “SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD” 
Matthew 6:33 

 



2 

 

tem of the world.  It is hard to consider the rich 
man as representing a system, so let’s look a little 
further.   

(Read Matt. 23:2-5)  This tells us that the 
scribes and Pharisees were the rulers over the peo-
ple.  They would have been wearers of the purple.  
They had the authority of Moses.  They ruled by 
their law however.  Though the Romans had au-
thority over them, they still had authority over the 
people.  (Read John 11:47-48)   

Luke 16:22 tells us that the rich man died 
and was buried.  In Matt. 23:27-28 Jesus is speak-
ing of these scribes and Pharisees as He says, 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! For ye are like unto whited sepulchers, 
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but 
are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all 
uncleaness.  Even so ye also outwardly appear 
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity.”  Luke renders this as 
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! For ye are as graves which appear not, 
and the men that walk over them are not 
aware of them.”  (Luke 11:44)  Though the rich 
man died and was buried, he went on talking en-
vying Lazarus who was in Abraham’s bosom.   

To help us tie the scribes and Pharisees to 
Babylon, read Matt. 23:34-35 and then read Rev. 
18:24.  There are only three things that are ac-
cused of having the blood of all the prophets and 
martyrs that were slain on the earth, Babylon, Je-
rusalem, and the scribes and Pharisees.  I submit, 
if you have read our study of Babylon, that essen-
tially all three are one and the same.  

One more clue as to who the rich man rep-
resents and then we will look at Lazarus.  In Luke 
16:28 we’re told that the rich man had five breth-
ren.  (Read Gen. 36:1-5)  It is not unusual in 
Scripture for sons to be called brethren.  I might 
point out that Judah had five full blood brothers as 
well and some teach that Judah is the rich man in 
this parable.  I tend to go with Esau rather than 
Judah because Jesus indicates that the five breth-
ren would not turn to Him.  I believe that the five 
brethren of Judah did turn to Him through the 
centuries, but if you remember, in 126 B.C. the 
Jews defeated the Edomites (Esau) and the Edom-
ites became a part of Jewry.   

We’re told in Luke 16:23 that when the 
rich man died and was buried, “In hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham 

afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”  The word 
“hell” is from the Greek hades which means “the 
unseen” and is translated either grave or hell. 

The word “torments” here is from the 
Greek basanos and according to Strong’s Con-
cordance means “through the motion of going to 
the bottom.”  Think of it as going from number 1 
to last place.  He was base.  No indication of fiery 
torment.  Then in vs. 24 he cried and said, 
“Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his fin-
ger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tor-
mented in this flame.”  Water is symbolic of 
God’s Word often Scripture.  He is asking for just 
a little bit of God’s Word.  If he were truly being 
tormented by fire, why did he not ask for at least a 
bucket of water?  The word “tormented” here is 
from a different Greek word, odunao, which 
means “to grieve”—sorrow.  This word appears 
twice in the New Testament and both times in this 
parable.  The word “flame” is from the Greek 
phlox meaning “to flash or flame.”  This word ap-
pears six times in the New Testament, but in eve-
ry other place it appears there is another word 
added that makes it “a flame of fire.”  The other 
word does not appear here.  Rather I believe it 
means he is greatly embarrassed.  He is grieving 
in his embarrassment.     

The book of Obadiah is a prophecy con-
cerning Edom that might help us understand this 
parable.  (Read Obadiah 1, then 15-18 and finally 
vs. 21)  We know that Edom became a part of 
Jewry, but they were not totally destroyed. This 
prophecy tells us that they ultimately will be total-
ly destroyed.  If you have studied what all has 
happened in the country we now call Israeli, you 
will see that Esau or Edom is trying to get the 
birthright back that Esau lost to Jacob when Jacob 
took advantage of Esau when he was very hungry.  
To try to fool the world, they have taken the name 
“Israel” (ruling with God) that is part of the birth-
right that rightly belongs to Joseph’s two sons, 
Ephraim and Manessah.  There is also the prophe-
cy concerning the kingdom of Judah that was pro-
nounced by Jeremiah in Jeremiah 18-19 that says 
that the kingdom of Judah will be totally de-
stroyed.  So with the prophecy in Jeremiah of Ju-
dah and the prophecy in Obadiah of Esau, I think 
we can foresee what is ultimately to happen to the 
people now trying to use the name Israel. As that 
time approaches (Obadiah 15) I think we can see 
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how these prophecies fit into the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus.   

Note that the rich man calls Abraham fa-
ther, and Abraham calls him son.  Abraham’s an-
swer to the rich man in vs. 25 doesn’t help the 
man.  Abraham’s reminds him of how he lived 
high and Lazarus low.  The rich man then asked 
Abraham to send Lazarus to his five brethren that 
they don’t end up where the rich man was. 

Before we look at Abraham’s answer, let’s 
back up and look at Lazarus.  If we have followed 
the story of Israel and Judah, I think we can see 
that Lazarus represents Israel.  Even today, Israel 
lies at the mercy of Jewry who control our eco-
nomic system, our media, our medical system and 
more.  We’re told that Lazarus was full of sores 
and that the dogs licked his sores.  In Matt. 15 we 
have the story of Jesus going into the land of Tyre 
and Sidon and a woman of Canaan came to Him 
asking Him to heal her daughter.  (Read Matt. 
15:24-27)  By this Scripture, I believe we can 
identify the dogs as non-Israelite people.  If you 
read the history of the migration of Israel out of 
the Assyrian captivity through Asia Minor, Eu-
rope, the British Isles and to the wildernesses  of 
the world, there are multiple examples of non-
Israelite people helping Israel during this migra-
tion.   

In Luke 16:22 we’re told that Lazarus died 
and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s 
bosom.  Does this mean heaven as is commonly 
taught by most churches?  Let’s see if the Scrip-
tures tell us where Abraham’s bosom might be.  
(Read Luke 13:28-29)  So where is the kingdom 
of God?  Matt. 13:24 tells us, “Another parable 
put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom 
of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed 
good seed in his field.”  The rest of the parable 
goes on to tell us that the enemy then came and 
sowed tares in the field and how Jesus said to get 
rid of the tares before the harvest of the grain.  
Then in vs. 36 we see the disciples asking Jesus to 
explain the parable to them.  Vs. 37 and 38 says, 
“He answered and said unto them, He that so-
weth the good seed is the Son of man;  The 
field is the world; the good seed are the chil-
dren of the kingdom; but the tares are the chil-
dren of the wicked.”  In the prayer that Jesus 
taught His disciples, the first thing said in the 
prayer is, “Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.”  There are oth-

er references to God’s kingdom being here on 
earth.  It is God’s plan and purpose for His king-
dom to be here on the earth.  (Read Rev. 20:4-6)   

In vs. 26 Abraham tells the rich man, 
“And besides all this, between us and you there 
is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can 
they pass to us, that would come from thence.”  
I believe this parable is a prophecy of what is yet 
to come. When the first resurrection takes place, 
those in the kingdom will have immortal lives, 
thus they cannot return to the dead nor can the 
dead go them. 

Now let’s look at verses 29-31.  The rich 
man has asked Abraham to send Lazarus to his 
five brethren.  Abraham’s answer is “They have 
Moses and the prophets, let them hear them.” 
This tells us that they had at least part of the Bi-
ble, i.e. the law and the prophets.  But the rich 
man objects and says, “Nay, father Abraham: 
but if one went unto them from the dead, they 
will repent.”  We could look at this from the 
stand point that Jesus, who had risen from the 
dead, was being asked to go to them. But I believe 
the rich man is asking that Lazarus be sent.  The 
Lazarus that we are familiar with in the New Tes-
tament had risen from the dead but not to immor-
tality.  The Lazarus of the parable (Israel), will 
arise from the dead at the first resurrection to im-
mortality and I believe this is what the rich man is 
referring to in the parable.  However, Abraham 
answers, “If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.”    

John 5:18 tells us, “Therefore the Jews 
sought the more to kill him, because he not on-
ly had broken the Sabbath, but said also that 
God was his Father, making himself equal with 
God.”  Jesus gives them a fairly long answer, but 
for purposes of this lesson, read verses 37-47.  
Then to help us know more about who they are 
turn to John 8.  One needs to read the whole chap-
ter, but for purposes of our lesson Jesus is talking 
to a group of Pharisees in the temple and He tells 
them in vs. 31, 32 that if they continue in His 
word they would be His disciples and they would 
know the truth and the truth would make them 
free.  They took exception to the latter part of His 
statement and said in vs. 33, “We be Abraham’s 
seed, and were never in bondage to any man.”  
All the Israelites were in bondage to Egypt and 
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Israel was in bondage to Assyria and Judah to 
Babylon, but these Pharisees say they were never 
in bondage.  (Read John 8:38-45) 

Again, Luke 16:19-31 is a parable to make 
a point.  It is not the story of a rich man who dies 
and goes to hell and a righteous man who dies and 
goes to heaven as is commonly taught.  The para-
bles Jesus taught in chapters 15 and 16 have to do 
primarily with Israel and Judah.  They can be used 
to teach personal lessons, but to see the big pic-
ture that we have in the Bible, we need to under-
stand these parable’s primary purpose.   

In Luke 17 Jesus is switching gears, so to 
speak.  In Luke 16:15-31 Jesus is speaking to the 
Pharisees who were deriding Him because of their 
covetousness.  He now turns to His disciples and 
speaks to them referring to those Pharisees.  
(Read Luke 17:1-2)  He tells them that it is inevi-
table that stumbling blocks would come, referring 
to the traditions of the Pharisees.  He says that it 
would be better for the one causing these stum-
bling blocks to have a millstone (referring to a 
millstone that is large enough that a donkey was 
required to turn it) hanged about his neck and cast 
into the sea, than that he should offend, or cause 
one of the little ones to stumble.  These traditions 
were taught initially to a child as should be the 
true word of God.  Whatever a child learns as a 
child, it will usually stay with him or her through-
out their life, so teaching a tradition that will 
cause that child to stumble before God is a greater 
sin than teaching an older person who should have 
the sense to know what is right and wrong. 

(Read Luke 17:3, 4) Continuing to speak 
to His disciples, Jesus gives them a lesson in for-
giveness.  If a person sins against you, Jesus says 
to rebuke him and if he repents, to forgive him, 
even if he does the same thing over and over. 

(Read Luke 17:5-10)  The apostles ask 
Jesus to increase their faith, a prayer that most of 
us pray as well.  Speaking of the gospel of Christ, 
Paul tells us in Rom. 1:17, “For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by 
faith.”  This shows us that there are different lev-
els of faith.  As faith increases likewise does the 
revelation of the righteousness of God.  Paul then 
tells us in Rom. 10:17 “So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  
Hearing the word of God is not a one time thing, 
but should be continuous.  Hearing and being obe-

dient to what is heard is what increases our faith.  
In asking Jesus to increase their faith, I believe the 
apostles were asking for more teaching.  Jesus 
responds giving them an example if they had a 
hypothetical level of faith.  But He then suggests 
an example portraying a level of humility that one 
would need to have as well.  If a person had a 
servant that had worked in the field all day, Jesus 
asks, would he ask the servant to sit down to a 
meal and serve the meal to that servant, or would 
he tell the servant to serve the meal to him and 
afterwards serve himself?  Would the person 
thank the servant because he had done what he 
was told to do.  Jesus says He thinks not.  Jesus 
says that like this servant, we should say when we 
have been obedient that we should consider our-
selves as this servant because we have done as we 
are commanded by God, not expect any special 
recognition for just doing as we should.  This is a 
little difficult for most of us.  We want recogni-
tion .  JRL 
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A STUDY OF THE  

SONS OF GOD 

 I would like to present a short study on 
Angels and/or the Sons of God.  If anyone reading 
this has comments or questions, I would certainly 
like to hear them.  To start our study, I would like 
for us to go to Gen. 6:1-4.  (The COMPANION 
BIBLE provides some appendixes on the subject 
that I want to draw from pretty heavily for this 
study.) 
 1“And it came to pass, when men began 
to multiply on the face of the earth, and daugh-
ters were born unto them, 2That the sons of 
God saw the daughters of men that they were 
fair; and they took them wives of all which 
they chose.  3And the LORD said, My spirit 
shall not always strive with man, for that he 
also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred 
and twenty years.  4There were giants in the 
earth in those days; and also after that, when 
the sons of God came in unto the daughters of 
men, and they bare children to them, the same 
became mighty men which were of old, men of 
renown.” 
 The gospel of John 32:6 tells us, “That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  Jesus says 
in John 4:24,  God is a Spirit: and they that wor-
ship him must worship him in spirit and 
truth.”  I believe it would follow then that to be 
sons of God they would have to have been born of 
the Spirit, i.e. a separate creation from that which 
is born of the flesh or mankind.  Appendix 23 of 
the COMPANION BIBLE states, “It is only by 
the Divine specific act of creation that any created 
being can be called “a son of God.” 
 Being a “son of God” has different mean-
ings here than the meaning in John 1:12-13,  But 
as many as received him, to them gave he pow-
er to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name:  Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.” However, in both cas-
es they are creations of God.  I believe then, that 
we can consider the “sons of God” here in Gen. 6 
to be what we would refer to as anggels 

Gen. 6 to be what we might refer to as angels. The 
SEPTUAGINT  marginal reference calls the “sons 
of God” angels.  We have seen how they shouted 
for joy when God created the earth (Job 38:7).  In 
Psalms 89:6 we find the questions, “For who in 
heaven can be compared unto the LORD?  Who 
among the sons of the mighty can be likened 
unto the LORD?” 
 In Psalms 104:4, speaking of God, we’re 
told,  “Who maketh his angels spirit; his minis-
ters a flaming fire:”  The author of the book of 
Hebrews repeats this verse in Hebrews 1:7 and 
then says in vs. 14, speaking of angels, “Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent froth to minis-
ter for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 
 Both the Hebrew and Greek words trans-
lated angel mean “messenger”. I have said  in the 
past that this could possibly be either a heavenly 
being or a man.  I probably need to rescind that 
statement.  In this study, I believe we have found 
that the “sons of God” are angels and that angels 
are spirits.  This then helps to explain Jude 6, 
“And the angels which kept not their first es-
tate, but left their own habitation, he hath re-
served in everlasti ng chains under darkness 
unto the judgment  of  the  great  day.”  Also   
II Peter 2:4, “For if God spared not the angels 
that sinned, but cast them to hell (tar tarus), 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved unto judgment.”  I believe that there 
can be little question but that the angels spoken of 
in both of these verses are the “sons of God” of 
Gen. 6.  They left their heavenly habitation to 
come to the earth.  The word “habitation” in Jude 
6 is translated from the Greek word “oiketerion” 
which only appears here and in II Cor. 5:2 where 
it is translated “house”.  “For in this we groan, 
earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven.”  Here in II Corin-
thians, the house Paul is referring to is clearly the 
spiritual body or resurrection body.  I think we 
can say then that the habitation that the angels left 
was their spiritual body, though they are still spir-
its.  We might remember that Christ could be in a 
physical body in one instance and be a spirit in the 
next instance after His resurrection. 
 Then Jude 7 tells us of their sin.  “Even as 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about  th 
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 as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities 
around them in like manner, giving themselves 
over to fornication, and going after strange 
flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering 
the vengeance of eternal fire.”  The angels 
guilty of this irruption  (a breaking or bursting in; 
a violent incursion or invasion) had “in like man-
ner” as the people of Sodom and Gomorrha com-
mitted fornication going after strange flesh, i.e. 
human women.  Since the angels are spirits and 
not subject to mortal death, God has reserved 
them in captivity until the Great White Throne of 
judgment at the end of the thousand years we are 
told of in Rev. 20.  “Eternal” here means “age 
lasting”,   which tells us that there is an end to 
their captivity to be followed by judgment. 
 Going back to Gen. 6, the COMPANION 
BIBLE Appendix 23 points out that the words 
“men” in verses 1 and 2 and the word “man” in 
verse 3 are singular in the original Hebrew text 
and have a definite article, i.e. it should be “the 
man” in all three places.  The Appendix strongly 
suggests that this is a reference to “the man, Ad-
am.”  It was Adam’s daughters that the angels 
took for wives.  It would be the same man, Adam 
then that God said that “”My spirit shall not al-
ways strive with man (the man, Adam) for that 
he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hun-
dred and twenty years.” This would mean that 
Adam would have been 810 years old and that he 
had another 120 years to live since we know that 
he was 930 years old when he died.  In Luke 3:38 
Adam is referred to as a “son of God” because he 
was created, not born of a woman, but he was cre-
ated flesh and blood.  Thus God says, “for that 
he also is flesh,” i.e. he was mortal, God had told 
him that if he ate of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, he would surely die.  Adam is 
unique in that he was a created being, yet because 
of his sin, he was also flesh or mortal as if he had 
been born of a woman.  He is the only person that 
the word “also” could apply to.  God is saying 
here that that sentence of mortality was going to 
be carried out in 120 years.   
 The author of the COMPANION BIBLE 
makes the point that this irruption is “Satan’s first 
attempt to prevent the coming of the Seed of the 
woman foretold in Gen. 3:15.  If this could be ac-
complished, God’s Word wooul-
dooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

Woman foretold in Gen. 3:15.  If this could be 
accomplished, God’s Word would have failed, 
and the serpent’s own doom could be averted.”  
God is talking to the serpent in Gen. 3:15 when 
He tells the serpent, “And I will put enmity be-
tween thee and the woman, and between thy 
seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel.”  The ultimate seed of 
the woman, Eve, is Jesus Christ.  But let’s take a 
moment to see what the seed of the serpent is.  I  
have a study of the Babylonian system that helps 
answer this.  I begin this study with Nimrod, but 
perhaps I should have begun the study with this 
irruption.  I do not believe that there is a spirit be-
ing named Satan, but rather I believe that there 
have been, from the time of this irruption, those, 
both with these angels and with men that have 
been adversarial to God, they want the power and 
authority of God.  Dr. Bullinger, the author of the 
Appendixes of the COMPANION BIBLE, goes 
on to list many of the attempts by man to prevent 
the coming of the ultimate Seed of the woman.  
He concludes the list by summarizing saying, 
“This irruption of “the fallen angels” (sons of 
God) was the first attempt; and was directed  
against the whole human race.  When Abraham 
was called, then he and his seed were attacked.  
When David was enthroned, then the royal line 
was assailed.  And when “the Seed of the woman”  
Himself came, then the storm burst upon Him.”  
 In Revelation 12, there is a discussion con-
cerning a red dragon, which in our study on the 
Babylonian system, we will see represents the 
leadership of the Roman Empire, the last of the 
Babylonian succession of kingdoms starting with 
the kingdom of Babylon and king Nebuchadnez-
zar and ending with the Roman Empire as repre-
sented in the metal image of Daniel 2 that foretold 
of this succession of Empires. Rev/ 12 tells of the 
unsuccessful attempts of this dragon to destroy 
the “Seed of the woman.”  (The woman in Rev. 
12 represents Israel though Eve, Mary and Israel I 
believe could collectively be the woman whose 
seed is Jesus Christ. We are told in verse 9, “And 
the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, 
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him.” 
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and his angels were cast out with him.” I be-
lieve that, in referring to the dragon, John says it 
is the serpent, Satan, and the devil, he is telling us 
that these names refer to a system, man’s system, 
that is adversarial to God and His system and has 
been since that fateful temptation of Eve and the 
eating of the forbidden fruit. I believe that our 
study of the Babylonian system will show that 
this serpent, devil or Satan was cast out of the 
Kingdom of God, not heaven as we normally 
think of heaven. We’ll study this more later, but I 
felt we needed to at least briefly see this in this 
study now.  
 Going back to Gen. 6, vs. 4 tells us, 
“There were giants in the earth in those days; 
and also after that, when the sons of God came 
in unto the daughters of men, and they bare 
children to them, the same became mighty men 
which were of old, men of renown.” The word 
“giants” is translated from the Hebrew word Ne-
phillim which means “mighty or fallen ones.” All 
that we know about them comes from God’s 
Word. They apparently were of great size and 
very wicked. I believe their wickedness was the 
reason for the flood. They had to be destroyed for 
the sake of the whole human race. They were su-
perhuman, but because they were born of human 
women, they were not like their fathers who were 
spirits, but were subject to the sentence pro-
nounced on Adam, they were mortal, they would 
die.  
 They are the object of Enoch’s prophecy 
recorded in Jude 14-15, “And Enoch also, the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, say-
ing Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thou-
sands of his saints, To execute judgment upon 
all, and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them of all their ungodly deeds which they 
have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him.”  It appears to me that Jude is using 
the example of the fallen angels and Enoch’s 
prophecy against their progeny to warn the men 
who he first calls ungodly in vs. 4 and filthy 
dreamers in vs. 8 and murmurers in vs. 16 of thier 
destiny if they continue in the ungodly pursuits. 
 Going back to Gen. 6:4, the flood de-
stroyed all of these “giants” of Noah’s time, but 
us. 4 indicated that his happened again, “and af-
ter that.” This second irruption apparently hap-
pened about the time of Abraham’s call and prom-

stroyed all of these “giants” of Noah’s time, but 
verse 4 indicates that this happened again, “and 
after that.”  This second irruption apparently 
happened about the time of Abram’s call and 
promise that the “seed” was to come through him 
(Gen. 12).  It was apparently smaller than the first 
irruption and was confined to the land of Canaan.  
Anak and Rapha were apparently among the first 
progeny to be produced and this progeny were 
known by various names such as Anakims, Re-
phaim, Emim, Horim, and Zumzummim which 
were all Canaanites.  They were already in the 
land of Canaan when Abraham arrived, “And 
Abram passed through the land unto the place 
of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh.  And the 
Canaanite was then (already) in the land.   
 These were the giants that the spies that 
Moses sent out to spy the land of Canaan saw and 
when they reported what they had seen, the peo-
ple refused to go into the land.  As a result they 
had to spend  another 39 years in the wilderness. 
When they finally went into the land, God’s com-
mand to them was to destroy all the Canaanites, 
men, women and children. This again, as with the 
flood, was because of these super human Nephil-
lims and their wickedness. The Israelites failed to 
do their job and many escaped including several 
of these Nehpillims.  
 Goliath, the giant that David killed, was 
one of these  Nephillims. There were several oth-
ers, but David and his men killed all of them.  
 The name Rephaim is repeated the most                                                                                        
in Scripture, often referring to the valley of Re-
phaim, in the margin reference “the valley of Gi-
ants”.  However, it is also translated “dead” or 
deceased or giants. In Isaish 26:14 we are told, 
“They are dead (Rephaim), they shall not live; 
they are deceased (Rephaim), they shall not 
rise: therefore hast thou visited and destroyed 
them, and made all their memory to perish.” I 
believe this tells us that the Rephaim, or the gi-
ants, will not be resurrected. Knowing this, there 
are other verses that confirm this. Isa. 26:19 says, 
“Thy dead men shall live, together with my 
dead body shall they arise, Awake sing, ye that 
dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of 
herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead 
(Rephaim).” Job 26:5 says, “Dead (Rephaim)  
things are formed from under the waters, and 
the inhabitants thereof.”  Psalms 88:10 tells us, 
“Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? Shall 
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(Rephaim).  Job 26:5 says,  “Dead (Rephaim) 
things are formed from under the waters, and 
the inhabitants thereof. (COMPANION Bible 
note: Dead things are formed from under the wa-
ters. The Ellipsis must be supplied thus:  “[The 
place where] the Rephaim stay [which is] beneath 
the waters and the things that are therein. This  
place thus answers to the other place, Sheol, the 
grave, in the next verse. 
Dead things: Heb. “the Rephaim, the offspring of 
the fallen angels, akin to the Nephilim….  
Are formed = remain. Heb. hul, a Homonym with 
3 meanings: 1, stay, remain… 2, to be in pain…  
3, to be formed.)  
 Psa. 88:10 tells us, “Wilt thou shew won-
ders to the dead?  Shall the dead (Rephaim) 
arise and praise thee?  Proverbs 2:18 says, 
“For her house inclineth unto death, and her 
paths unto the dead (Rephaim)” Proverbs 9:18 
states, “But he knoweth not that the dead 
(Repahim) are there; and that her guests are in the 
depths of hell.”  Proverbs 21:16 tells us, “The 
man that wandereth out of the way of under-
standing  shall  remain in the congregation of 
the dead (Rephaim).”  Finally, Isa. 14:9, speak-
ing of the king of Babylon (see vs. 4) says the fol-
lowing. “Hell from beneath is moved for thee to 
meet thee at thy cominsg: it stirreth up the 
dead (Rephaim) for thee, even all the chief ones 
of the earth; it hath raised up from their 
thrones all the kings of the nations.” 
 As kind of a side note, the ruins of some 
of the cities occupied by these giants can still be 
visited  Bashan was in what is now Syria, and 
there are still evidences of these cities of the gi-
ants in that area. 
 I find it interesting that the Bible gives us 
some hints as to the size of these men, but doesn’t 
actually us tell their size. Og was king of Bahshan 
 
 
 

and one of these giants at the time the Israelites 
were moving into the land of Canaan and Moses 
and his army killed him and took over their land.  
Deut. 3:11 tells us, “For only Og king of lBa-
shan remained of the remnant of giants, be-
hold, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is it 
not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon?  
Nine cubits was the length thereof, and four 
cubits the breadth of it, after the cubit of a 
man.”  I assume that this might have been  the 
first king size bed. 
 One other thing I found interesting was a 
paragraph in Appendix 25 of the COMPANNION 
BIBLE:  “Moreover, we have in these mighty 
men, the ‘men of renown,’ the explanation of the 
origin of the Greek mythology. That mythology 
was no mere invention of the human brain, but it 
grew out of the traditions, and memories, and leg-
ends of the doings of that mighty race of beings; 
and was gradually evolved out of the ‘heroes’ of 
Gen. 6:4. The fact that they were supernatural in 
their origin formed an easy step to their being re-
garded as the demi-gods of the Greeks.” JRL 
EDITORIAL:  I try to refrain from editorializing 
very much, but if we are to become overcomers, 
we  need to not leave out what should be a large 
part of our training.  APATHY has become a ma-
jor problem in the majority of the people that I 
deal with and I believe each of you see the same 
problem.  It is important that we don’t become a 
part of the problem.  People don’t care about any-
thing or anybody but themselves and often not 
even that.  I don’t believe this is by accident.  We 
are being taught this, not only in our schools and 
churches, but by the TV, our music and entertain-
ment, even our jobs.  No longer is excellence to 
be sought in our decorum, our dress, our lan-
guage, our work, our entertainment, but especially 
in our study and worship.JRL 


