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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

LUKE
We are continuing our study of Luke 17
this month. (Read Luke 17:11-19) As we have
mentioned before, Jesus is working His way to
Jerusalem for the Passover Feast at which He will
become the true Passover Lamb. Instead of going
around Samaria, He is going through Samaria. At
one of the villages, He is confronted by ten lepers
asking to be healed. Jesus told them to go show
themselves to the priest as was required by law if
a person was healed from leprosy and if the priest
declared that they were healed, after a cleansing
process, they could rejoin society. As they started
to do this, they were all cleansed, but only one, a
Samaritan, turned to thank Jesus and praise God
for his healing.
(Read Luke 17:20, 21) Jesus was asked
by some Pharisees when the kingdom of God
would come. The Pharisees believed in a resurrection, so presumably they were associating the
coming of the kingdom of God with that resurrection. Jesus told them that the kingdom of God did
not come with “observation.” “Observation” is
translated from the Greek parateresis which
means “an intense watching.” It is strange that
they were familiar enough with prophesy to be
looking for the coming of the Messiah, yet they
refused to accept Him when He came. As we
have said before, they wanted a Messiah of their
own making, one who would lead them against
the Romans to deliver them from having the Romans rule over them. I’m sure they also pictured
themselves as sitting in places of rulership when
the kingdom of God did come. But Jesus told

them that the kingdom of God was within them.
The word “kingdom” is from the Greek basileia
and can be translated either “king” or “kingdom.”
I think Jesus was telling them that the King was in
their midst and they did not recognize Him, so
watching for the kingdom was useless to them.
(Read Luke 17:22-37) These Scriptures
are often used by those who support the “rapture”
doctrine. We need to take a close look for ourselves to see if this is true. Jesus has turned and is
addressing His disciples instead of the Pharisees
and He tells them in vs. 22, “The days will come,
when ye shall desire to see one of the days of
the Son of man, and ye shall not see it.” I found
a discussion of this verse by Dr. Stephen Jones
that I am copying as this is a difficult verse to understand.
“In verse 22 above, Jesus implied that there
was more than one day of the Son of Man. He did NOT say
you will long to see THE DAY of the Son of Man. He said
"one of the days." Therefore, there must be more than one
day in question. Again, once we understand that the spring
feasts prophesied of Christ's first coming, while the autumn
feasts prophesy of His second coming--then it is plain that
there is more than one day involved in the autumn feasts.
“So would Christ's disciples (Christians) in the
latter days long to see the fulfillment of a specific feast
day? or "even just one of them"?
“I believe He was speaking of the first of the autumn festivals, the Feast of Trumpets. This is the day that
signifies the resurrection of the dead, for the dead will be
raised at the last "trumpet" (1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16).
We simply do not know which YEAR this will take place.
More than that, no one ever knew ahead of time when
Trumpets would begin.
“Trumpets occurred on the first of the month, the
morning after the first crescent moon had appeared in the
sky the previous sundown. The problem was that if the sky
happened to be heavily overcast, the moon could have

moves across the sky to set in the west every
evening, the sun. Rather than coming as a lightning strike, i.e. instantaneous, it may be that Jesus
is telling His disciples that His coming will be
more like the sun taking time to go from east to
west or from one part under heaven to the other
part under heaven. If we consider that His second
coming will be in conjunction with the fall feast
days, these feast days last for several days to the
completion of the Feast of Tabernacles.
He then points out that He has to suffer
many things first and be rejected by that generation.
Then He goes back to discussing the coming of the kingdom of God or the days of the Son
of man. Vs. 26 tells us, “And as it was in the
days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the
Son of man.” Then in vs. 28 He says, “Likewise
also as it was in the days of Lot.” He then says
in both cases that the people carried on their normal lives, eating, drinking, marrying, buying and
selling, planting and building until the rain started
in the case of Noah and the raining of fire and
brimstone in the case of Lot. The idea portrayed
is that most people will not be looking for anything to happen. We might look at it as waiting
for the dawn. Suddenly the sun appears. Likewise it suddenly started to rain, water in Noah’s
time and fire and brimstone in Lot’s time. In both
cases it was totally unexpected and in both cases
all were destroyed except Noah and his family
and Lot and his daughters. So who was taken and
who was left? Was not Noah and his family and
Lot and his daughters left, the wicked or the unbelievers were taken and the righteous or the believers left. How is it that the rapturists have
turned this around to mean the exact opposite?
The whole doctrine of who is left behind is totally
contrary to Scripture. Let’s look at a few other
Scriptures that confirm these Scriptures. Prov.
2:21, 22 says, For the upright shall dwell in the
land, and the perfect shall remain in it. But
the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and
the transgressors shall be rooted out of it.”
Psalms 37:9 tells us, For evildoers shall be cut
off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they
shall inherit the earth.” Isaiah 13:9 reads,
“Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel
both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the
land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners
thereof out of it.”

been invisible to the naked eye. In such cases, the priests
would wait another day to see the new moon. If the sky
were still overcast and if it were still not possible to see
that first crescent moon the second day, they would keep
trumpets the following morning anyway.
“Yet because of this possibility, Trumpets could be
celebrated on either day, and no man knew precisely when
Trumpets would begin. Hence, it came to be a saying in
those days, "no man knows the day nor the hour," and this
saying was said specifically with the Feast of Trumpets in
mind.
“Thus, it appears to me that "one of the days of
the Son of Man" that the disciples would fail to see ahead
of time would be the Feast of Trumpets. Because that day
was set by ocular observation, it seems fitting that this was
the day Jesus was referencing.
“This would also appear to be the day that would
come upon the world "as a thief in the night" (1 Thess. 5:2).
Paul says in that passage that the day would come with
sudden destruction. In those days a "thief in the night" was
not a burglar, but a robber band that might swoop down
upon a town in the early morning hours when everyone
was sleeping in "peace and safety." They would plunder the
town, throw everyone out of bed, and then disappear into
the hills. The word picture is not like the modern "rapture"
at all, which pictures Christ like a burglar.
“All of this lends support to the idea that the Feast
of Trumpets will be a time of destruction as well as resurrection. But this is only "ONE of the days of the Son of
Man." The days are not completed until the last day of the
feast of Tabernacles”

Jesus then tells His disciples to not go
looking for the kingdom as someone says it is
here or there. Then in vs. 24 He says, “For as the
lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part
under heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in
his day.” Matthew, relating this same conversation says in Matt. 24:27, “For as the lightning
cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto
the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be.” Lightning does not flash from east to
west, at least I haven’t seen it. It is usually vertical except when we see lightning from cloud to
cloud. The word “lightning” is from the Greek
astrape which though usually translated
“lightning” is also translated “bright shining” in
Luke 11:36, “If thy whole body therefore be full
of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be
full of light, as when the bright shining of a
candle doth give thee light.” There is a bright
light that begins in the east every morning and
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and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.” Sodom portrays corruption and Egypt portrays bondage.
With this in mind, I would like to again
quote from the article by Dr. Jones to give us an
idea how these Scriptures apply to us today.

It is interesting that in Luke 17:22 and 26
the days of the Son of man is discussed and in vs.
24 and 30 the day of the Son of man is discussed.
If, as we saw Dr. Jones propose that the Feast of
Trumpets would be the day of resurrection, it
would stand to reason that this day would also be
the day of great destruction referred to in vs. 30.
We know by prophecy that Jerusalem is to be destroyed completely. I would speculate that this
might be the day referred to as the “day” of the
Son of man while the rest of the days of the fall
feast would refer to the “days” of the Son of man.
If what we are saying is true, how does vs.
31, 32 fit into the picture? “In that day, he
which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff
in the house, let him not come down to take it
away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. Remember Lot’s wife.”
If you recall the story of Lot’s flight from Sodom
and Gomorrah, he started out with his wife and
two daughters and told them not to look back.
However, his wife looked back and we’re told
that she was turned into a pillar of salt. We can
speculate as to what caused her to look back, but I
think we would all agree that if we had to leave
where we live suddenly, there would be the temptation to look back because of the memories that
that home had for us. I.e. we would want to take
something of that home with us, even if it was just
the memories. Lot’s wife would have naturally
wanted to take part of Sodom with her, even if it
was just memories. But because of the wickedness of that city, God had told Lot, in effect, don’t
take anything with you. Jesus is saying the same
thing here in vs. 31, but what is it that He does not
want us to take with us?
As we study the gospels and the writing of
the apostles, especially Paul, Jesus and the apostles were continually at odds with the Pharisees,
scribes and priests over the Jew’s traditions of the
elders and their adherence to the Old Covenant
while trying to teach people of the New Covenant.
The temple and the old city of Jerusalem represented the Old Covenant and for this reason both
were prophesied that they would be totally destroyed. A partial fulfillment of this came about
in 70 A.D., but the city was rebuilt. Jerusalem is
portrayed as Sodom in Rev. 11:8 where John is
talking about God’s two witnesses being killed.
“And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of
the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom

“Christian Zionism today is based upon the Dispensationalist idea that the "Age of Grace" is soon to end,
and that it will be replaced by an "Age of Law," by which
they mean a Jewish Kingdom with Levitical priests, and
complete with animal sacrifices. This whole idea is the
modern fulfillment of Lot's wife, who was unable to leave
Sodom (Jerusalem) behind.
“There are Christians today who want to bring
some of their belongings from Sodom/Jerusalem--that is,
they want to bring back the Old Covenant and its forms
with them into the Age to come.
“Jesus says to such Christians, "Don't turn back" to
the Old Covenant, the Old Jerusalem, the old temple (and
its location), the old sacrifices, the old priesthood, etc.
"Remember Lot's wife," who could not let go of the old.
“Dispensationalist eschatology is a primary manifestation of Lot's wife when it teaches that Grace and the
New Covenant were temporary things and that we will
soon be going back into an Old Covenant Age which presumably will be the permanent way of doing things.
“That, of course, tramples on the blood of Christ
and rebuilds the middle wall of partition. It destroys the
"one new man" of Eph. 2:14 by separating men once again
into holy Jews and less holy Gentiles.
“Why was Lot's wife turned into a pillar of salt?
There were various types of covenants in the Bible. One
was a Salt Covenant, where the covenanting parties exchanged a pinch of salt. It was not as binding as a Blood
Covenant. Jesus came to establish the New Covenant by
blood. It seems that in this prophecy, Lot's wife is identified
with the Salt Covenant, as if to say she rejected prophetically the permanency of the blood of Christ and the New
Covenant.
“So let us not be as Lot's wife, desiring to remain
identified with the Old Jerusalem (Sodom) and to return to
the Old Covenant and its forms of worship. Those were
only types and shadows of a "better" way set forth in the
Book of Hebrews. Once given this BETTER way, God has no
intention of returning to that which was WORSE in the age
to come.”

Finally, in vs. 37, the disciples wanted to
know where they would see the kingdom of God
come. Jesus’ answer was “Wheresoever the
body is, thither will the eagles (vultures) be
gathered together. I.e. you won’t have a problem seeing where as it will be quite evident.
3

Let’s continue into chapter 18. (Read
Luke 18:1-8) Jesus is still continuing to teach in
parables. Since He was last talking to His disciples in chapt. 17, I assume He is still talking to
them. One thing different about this parable is
that Luke tells us at the beginning the purpose of
this parable, “that men ought always to pray,
and not to faint.” Just before Jesus ascended
into the heavens after His resurrection and spending several days with His apostles and disciples,
the last question they asked Him was, “Lord, wilt
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel?” (Acts 1:6) This tells me that this question was a question they had on their minds constantly. I believe that Jesus is addressing this
question in Luke 18, not by answering it, but rather encouraging them to be in continual prayer
about it. Unquestionably the Old Testament
promised a restoration of the kingdom of Israel
(Hosea 1:10 for example) but it had not happened
that the apostles could see, so they posed the
question to Him just before He ascended. He still
did not give them a direct answer, for He said, “It
is not for you to know the times or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own power.” (Acts 1:7) A note in the Companion Bible
caught my eye as I was studying these verses. In
vs. 7, Jesus asks the question, “And shall not
God avenge his own elect; which cry day and
night unto him, though he bear long with
them? Dr . Bullinger indicates that “he bear
long” means He delays and then he says, “The
unjust judge delayed from selfish indifference.
The righteous God may delay from a divinely allwise purpose.” Because we have the advantage of
hind sight, at least to this point, we can see that
God had a purpose for His people Israel, even
though He had caused them to go into the Assyrian captivity, to witness Him to the world which
they have done from the day of the apostles until
now. Yes He will avenge them, but how do we
measure up to his last question in this parable,
“Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth?” We need to
understand His plan and purpose that we might
have the faith He speaks of from now until His
return. We can then see that Yes, He has delayed
for a divinely all-wise purpose.
(Read Luke 18:9-14) Jesus continues to
teach in parables. Luke tells us the purpose of
this parable by describing the type of person this

parable was speaking of, “certain which trusted
in themselves that they were righteous, and
despised others.” Jesus uses a Pharisee as an
example of one who trusted in himself that he was
righteous and a tax collector as one who humbled
himself before God. Again this shows the arrogance of the Pharisees.
We will continue with Luke 18:15 in our
next issue. JRL
Thus saith the LORD, keep ye judgment,
and do justice: for my salvation is near to come,
and my righteousness to be revealed. Isa. 56:1
A wise son heaareth his father’s instruction, but a scorner heareth not rebuke. Prov. 13:1

A STUDY OF

DEATH
This a subject that most of us do not want
to talk about. I think this is at least partially due
to fear of death and partially due to lack of
knowledge about it. The Bible has considerable
to say about death, but to have a reasonable understanding of it requires some searching and putting together of the various clues that are presented. That death is a part of God’s overall plan for
mankind is undeniable, but I believe that an un4

derstanding of how it is a part of His plan and
why will help ease the burden of grief that we
face when a loved one passes away. I have had
people write to me asking where their loved ones
who have passed away are. I don’t believe that I
have ever been to a funeral but that the deceased
is always in the loving arms of our Saviour and
most of the time we are told they are “up there”
looking down on us. This seems to comfort most
people, but what does the Bible really have to say
about death?
Adam was told in Gen. 2:17 when God
told him that he could eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden with one exception: “But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Literally the
last phrase should read, “dying you shall die.” So
we see that death as a consequence of disobedience to God is introduced quite early in man’s
existence. The first man to die was Able who was
killed by his brother Cain. We all know the story
of Eve being tempted by the serpent who said that
God was wrong, they would not die if they ate of
the forbidden fruit and how she yielded to temptation and ate of the fruit and served it to her husband. The apostle Paul tells us in Romans 5:12
that death was thus infused in Adam with the result that all men have inherited mortality from this
act of disobedience, thus all men die. We’ll discuss this more shortly. The book of Job is probably the oldest book in the Bible, probably written
about the time of Abraham. In his misery, Job
sought death as a relief from his misery. In chapter 14 he makes what might appear to be contradictory statements concerning death. Job gives us
a good review of the way of life for each one of
us. Like the flower that grows from a seed and
then fades away, so does man. Job questions why
God would bring this judgment on him, such as
He has, considering this? Ferrar Fenton renders
vs. 4, “To whom is it given to be pure? Not one
can exist without stain,” i.e. no one is sinless.
Considering that man’s days are numbered and
that God has appointed bounds beyond which
man cannot pass, Job asks that God turn from him
that he might rest until he can accomplish his day
like a hired man finishes his work day. He says
there is hope for a tree that even if it is cut down
and the stump is rotted, with moisture a new
shoot can come forth and live again. But it comes

back the same as the original tree. Man dies and
wastes away. When he dies, where is he? He is
like the water that evaporates from the sea or the
waters of a river that dries up in the heat, it appears to be no more. When man dies he does not
arise until the heavens be no more Job says. He
does not awake, nor be raised from his sleep. He
wishes that God would hide him in the grave, that
He would keep him secret until His wrath be past,
then he asks that God would appoint him a set
time and would remember him. Then he asks the
all important question, “If a man die, shall he
live again?” He then answers in the affirmative.
He says that he will wait all the days of his struggle until his change comes. “Thou shalt call,
and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire
to the work of thine hand.” This brings out a
very important point. Gen. 1:31 tells us, “And
God saw every thing that he had made, and
behold it was very good.” To think that God
will destroy His creation, which includes man, is
to not understand God. If we are to have faith that
God is the creator, thus sovereign, we have to take
Him at His Word that what He created was very
good. I know that there are many who would argue that Satan is opposed to God and has the power to corrupt man to the point that God will destroy the vast majority. But to believe this is to
not believe the majority of the Bible. In Isa. 45:7
we’re told “I form the light, and create darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the
LORD do all these things.” We have to assume
that this is considered good in God’s eyes. But
we have to understand the whole plan of God to
see how this is so. It is good, but only when we
understand God’s Plan and Purpose. This is not
to say that death is not our enemy. None of us
want to die. Read Jer. 31:15, 16. Matthew tells
us in Matt. 2:17 that this prophecy was fulfilled
when Herod killed all the children two years old
and under in an attempt to kill Christ. The prophecy says that they will return from the land of the
enemy. I don’t believe this to be heaven. The
land of the enemy would be death or the grave.
To understand that Job’s comments aren’t
necessarily contradictory we have to understand
that in the resurrection, man is resurrected a new
man, a new creation, not as the tree that came
back to life as the same tree. We’ll discuss this
more later.
King Solomon had quite a bit to say as to
5

what happens when a person dies. Ecclesiastes
9:5, 6 says “For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing, neither
have they any more a reward; for the memory
of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their
hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any more portion for ever in
any thing that is done under the sun.” (The
word “ever” is from the Hebrew word “olam”
meaning age.)
King Hezekiah was sick unto death when
Isaiah came to him to tell him he was going to die.
The king turned to God in prayer and God sent
Isaiah to him again to tell him He was adding fifteen years to his life. In his praise to God for doing this, Hezekiah made the statement in Isa.
38:18, “For the grave cannot praise thee, death
cannot celebrate thee: they that go down into
the pit cannot hope for thy truth.” This indicates that when we die, we essentially cease to
exist until the resurrection or resurrections, but let
us move on as I want to especially discuss some
of what the New Testament has to say about
death.
Several of the Bible characters compared
death to sleeping. See Deut. 31:16; Job 14:12;
Psa. 13:3; Luke 8:52, 53; John 11:11, 13; I Cor.
15:20; and I Thess. 4:15 for examples.
All that we have discussed so far has to do
with our mortal death, the death that all of us will
eventually face unless we happen to be alive when
Christ returns. Paul told the Corinthians in I Cor.
15:51-53, “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. For this corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put
on immortality.” Two things have to happen,
whether we die before the return of Christ, or we
are alive at that time. First, our corruptible body,
whether it has returned to the dust of the earth or
is living at the time of Christ’s return has to
change to an incorruptible body. Our mortality
has to put on immortality.
As we have already mentioned, Paul in
Romans 5:12 first tells us, “Wherefore, as by
one man sin entered into the world, and death
by sin, and so death passed upon all men.” He
is saying that Adam’s sin brought mortality to all

mankind. We each, including all before us and all
after us pay the penalty for Adam’s sin. This is
mortal death. To prove his statement, Paul says in
verses 13 and 14, “For until the law sin was in
the world: but sin is not imputed when there is
no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to
come.” When there is no law, there is no accountability to it, so until Moses was given the
law at Mt. Sinai, Paul says that no one was accountable for their sins. Still they died, not because of their own sins, but rather because of the
sin of Adam.
The rest of verse 12 then becomes quite
necessary for our understanding. Unfortunately
the phrase “for that all have sinned” is a mistranslation in the King James Bible and many
others due to an apparent failure of the translators
to understand the second death. This misunderstanding dates back to Jerome who misunderstood and changed the meaning thinking that man
died the mortal death because of one’s own sins.
Since all of the Bibles in Europe basically came
from Jerome’s translation, this misunderstanding
prevailed for 1400 years until the fall of Constantinople and the fleeing of the Greek scholars to
Europe. Even then it still prevailed in many people’s minds. The words “for that” are from the
Greek epi ho. Epi means in, on, upon, or over.
Ho means which. If one uses these words it
changes the cause and effect. Instead of meaning
“because all have sinned” it changes the meaning
to “in, on, or upon which all have sinned.” i.e.
because one is mortal he or she sins or because we
die, we sin. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” So if the wages of sin is death, but we already die because of
Adam’s sin and not our own, then what death is
the penalty of our sins?
Revelation 20:14, 15 tells us, “And death
and hell (gr ave) were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death. And whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.” If mortal death and the
grave are cast into the second death, then the two
deaths cannot be the same thing. The Bible only
speaks of two literal deaths, mortal death and the
second death. Understanding scripture is some6

might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
Not as though I had already attained, either
were already perfect: but I follow after, if that
I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” We need to direct
special attention to the phrase, “unto the resurrection of the dead.” The NASB renders vs. 11
as, “in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.” The word “resurrection” is
from the Greek word exanastasis with “ex” added
to the word anastasis, the word normally translated resurrection. The “ex” usually means out or
from. So Paul is desirous of attaining to a resurrection out from among the dead that would only
include part of the people, which I believe is the
“first resurrection” of Rev. 20:4-5, not the resurrection of all the dead as we saw in the gospel of
John.
There is another puzzle piece that many
Christians try to fit into this picture that simply
does not fit. As I understand it, they believe in
two deaths but by misunderstanding Paul in Romans 7 and 8 they believe that the first death is a
spiritual death at the time of one accepting Christ
as their Saviour and the second is their mortal
death. The first eight chapters of Romans has to
be taken in the same context. In chapter six Paul
uses the symbolism of baptism to explain the process of our literal death, burial and resurrection.
We have explained in the past the three step process, if you will, of our salvation: justification,
sanctification, and glorification. Being justified
means being presented before God by our intercessor, Jesus Christ as totally righteous. This was
accomplished by Christ on the cross. He paid for
all our sins with His blood or His life on the cross.
Justification is totally free. It cannot be bought,
earned, stolen, or borrowed. It just has to be accepted through faith or belief that Christ did this
for us. Sanctification is striving to be obedient,
striving to overcome the world influence in our
lives looking forward to the goal of glorification.
Glorification then would be being resurrected
among those in that first resurrection. Paul urges
us to live our lives as if we had actually died and
been resurrected to reign with Christ. This hasn’t
actually happened yet but Paul is asking us to live
as if it had. There is no actual or literal death
here. The only two literal deaths the Bible discusses is our mortal death and the second death.
Now to get back to the second death.

what like putting a puzzle together. We have to
have all the pieces or we will never be able to put
the puzzle together or to understand scripture. It
is difficult in a short article such as this to get all
the pieces together, but let us at least take a look
at some more pieces before we try to determine
what the second death is.
Obviously, as we read in Rev. 20:15, not
everyone will experience this second death as
they do mortal death. But it is this second death
that we have to be concerned about since our mortal death is inevitable and beyond our control.
Resurrection has to be one of the pieces.
The Bible indicates that there are at least two beside that of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Rev.
20:4, 5 tells us, “And I saw thrones, and they
sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them: and I saw the souls of them that were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in
their hands; and they lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years. But the rest of the
dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished. This is the first resurrection.”
Obviously, not everyone fits the description of
those who will have part in this resurrection, in
fact I doubt seriously that all Christians will fit the
description. I believe that this thousand year period is what is referred to when the term eternal or
everlasting life is used. The words, if translated
properly would read age-lasting. I believe this
thousand year period is the age spoken of.
In the gospel of John 5:28, 29 we have a
different resurrection spoken of, “Marvel not at
this for the hour is coming, in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation
(judgment).” Note that in the first resurrection the
number participating is limited, but in this resurrection, ALL that are dead will be resurrected. I
believe this to be the resurrection just prior to the
Great White Throne of Judgment.
Paul makes the statement of his special
desire in Philippians 3:10-12, “That I may know
him, and the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I
7

There seems to be a variety of thought as to what
the lake of fire really is. One common view is
that this “fire” is literal and that it will last forever
on the grounds that the people will be immortal
and fireproof, but will be able to experience pain.
Another is that it is literal and will simply “burn
up” (annihilate) the sinners. This is to misunderstand God’s judgment. One needs to understand
the difference between punishment and judgment.
God judges, man punishes. A study of God’s law
shows us that the principle of God’s judgment for
violating the commandments and statutes is restitution or restoration.
We do find fire used as a symbol of judgment. Deut. 33:2, 3 refers to the law as a fiery
law. God manifested Himself as fire at Mt. Sinai.
In Deut. 4:36, Moses is addressing all of Israel.
He says, “Out of heaven he made thee to hear
his voice, that he might instruct thee: and upon
earth he shewed thee his great fire; and thou
heardest his words out of the midst of the fire.”
The law was spoken and went forth from the
midst of the fire on the mount. This compares to
Daniel saying that “A fiery stream issued and
came forth from before him (fr om His
throne),” David used similar terminology in describing what happened the day that God spoke
the law to the people at Mt. Sinai, “Then the
earth shook and trembled; the foundations also
of the hills moved and were shaken, because he
was wroth. There went up a smoke out of his
nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured;
coals were kindled.” (Psa. 18:7, 8) Does this
not mean that the fire that comes from His mouth
is His word? God says in Jer. 23:29, “Is not my
word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?”
God does not change, so His requirement
for justice does not change either. I think that we
can see then that the “lake of fire” cannot mean
destruction or eternal torture, neither of which are
part of God’s laws of judgment. It has to repre-

sent something else and as we have seen that restitution is required for true justice, it would be
logical for restitution to be at least a part of what
the “lake of fire” represents. Just how God will
work all of this out, I don’t know, but I believe I
am safe in saying that this is the second death.
But we need to also keep in mind Romans 5:18,
“Therefore as by the offence of one (act) judgment came upon all men to condemnation;
even so by the righteousness of one (act) the
free gift came upon all men unto justification
of life.” JRL
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