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 We are taking up our study this 
issue in Luke 18:15. (Read Luke 18:15-17)  I’m 
not sure whether the disciples felt they were pro-
tecting Jesus in rebuking those who were bringing 
infants to Jesus for Him to touch, or if they felt 
there was something wrong in this.  But Jesus us-
es this incident to teach a very valuable lesson.  It 
is almost scary to realize how much faith and trust 
a small child has in his or her parents, if we but 
think about it.  Jesus says that we must receive the 
kingdom of God with that same kind and intensity 
of faith and trust.  This is not necessarily easy to 
do.  We all have too much to let go in our lives to 
do this, but the more we study and pray, the easier 
it becomes.  We often think of maturity with ref-
erence to getting older, but in Jesus’ mind, maturi-
ty is having faith equivalent to that of a small 
child in his or her parents. 

(Read Luke 18:18-27) We have discussed 
this story before, but as I was studying it this time 
it occurred to me that this illustrates the difference 
between the Old Covenant and the New Cove-
nant.  This certain ruler believed in a resurrection, 
but was not satisfied as to what he needed to do to 
have a part in that resurrection.  I’m not sure, but I 
believe that at least the Pharisees associated the 
kingdom of God with an age in which they would 
rule the world with the Messiah and the coming of 
the Messiah would usher in that age.  Whether 
this man was a Pharisee or not we’re not told, but 
it appears that he believed as I think the Pharisees 
did, except he may have recognized Jesus as that 
Messiah.  He definitely believed the Old Cove-

nant, that obedience to the law was a requirement, 
but he doesn’t appear sure that this was enough to 
qualify him for life during that age, thus he asked 
Jesus what he had to do to inherit eternal, or age-
lasting life.  The New Covenant requires a change 
of heart, a faith based on love of God.  One keeps 
the law out of love of God rather than as a condi-
tion to inherit eternal life.  Jesus recognized that 
this man did not have that love or trust that he 
needed.  His trust was in his riches.  When told to 
give all that he had to the poor, the man’s sorrow 
gave evidence that he did not have the love and 
trust of God.  As we study further we will see 
more examples of the difference between the Old 
and New Covenants.  It is much easier to put our 
trust in the physical or material than in the spiritu-
al and this is what this man had done though he 
had striven to be obedient, just for the wrong rea-
son. 

Jesus then said “For it is easier for a 
camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” 
The best explanation that I have found for this is 
that in the gate to the city there was a small door 
that could be used for entrance at night after the 
main gate had been closed.  This small door was 
referred to as the needle’s eye.  For a camel to go 
through this door, it had to be completely unload-
ed of whatever burden it was carrying.  In the case 
here, the man had to unburden himself of material 
possessions, his load, for him to inherit the king-
dom of God. 

This appears to have put a question in the 
minds of the people that heard this exchange as to 
who actually could be saved.  All of us, whether 
rich or poor carry a materialistic burden.  We 
want to depend on what we have or can do rather 
than put our complete trust in God.  To unload 

 

KINGDOM SPIRIT 
P O Box 279, Pleasant View, CO 81331 

Phone 970-562-4874 
e-mail ksm@fone.net 

“SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD” 
Matthew 6:33 



2 

 

that burden is hard.  But if we turn ourselves over 
to God He will help us remove those burdens, 
nothing is impossible with God.  

(Read Luke 18:31-34)  What Jesus told the 
apostles about what was going to happen was so 
impossible in their mind that it really didn’t regis-
ter until it actually happened, and even then they 
still didn’t understand until after Jesus’ resurrec-
tion.    

(Read Luke 18:35-43)  Jesus’ reputation 
apparently preceded Him as it seems that all of 
these people needing healing knew Him to be de-
scended from King David.  I can’t help but won-
der how this was so.   

(Read Luke 19:1-10)  This has always 
been one of my favorite Bible stories, possibly 
because of the song we used to sing about little 
Zacchaeus.  He was the chief tax collector, pre-
sumably for the city of Jericho.  He was also very 
rich.  But notice that when he was confronted by 
Jesus, he immediately made a vow to give half of 
his goods to the poor and to restore four-fold any-
thing that he had taken by false accusation, a dif-
ference in attitude from the man we just looked at 
who was sorrowful at having to give up his riches 
to inherit the kingdom of God.   

(Read Luke 19:11-28) Luke tells us in 
verse 11 that Jesus gave the people this parable 
because they thought that the kingdom of God 
was going to appear immediately.  This was to 
show them that it was going to be a while before 
the kingdom would appear and that there were 
things they needed to be doing until it did.  Jesus 
is actually using a real life story that He makes 
into a parable.  Apparently Archelaus, one of the 
sons of Herod the Great, had just rebuilt his pal-
ace there in Jericho where Jesus was at the time 
and had gone to Rome to secure the kingdom to 
him.  So Jesus is using Archelaus as the nobleman 
in this parable.   

There are a couple of important points that 
need to be emphasized in this parable.  First off, 
in the absence of the nobleman, i.e. Jesus, we are 
to make the best of our lives.  While in the parable 
Jesus gives money to His servants, He rewards 
them with responsibility of rulership. I believe the 
money could be a substitute for responsibility in 
our lives today.  The second point has to do with 
the third servant.  He had kept the pound that his 
master had given him and had not invested it to 
make it grow because he said he knew the master 

to be “an austere man: that takest up that thou 
layedst not down, and reapest that thou did not 
sow.”  I.e. he accused his master of being a thief 
and said he feared him.  Vs. 23 is used by many to 
say that the laws concerning usury, or interest, 
have been done away with.  But listen to just what 
Jesus said stating in vs. 22   “Out of thine own 
mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant.  
Thou knewest that I was an austere man, 
takeing up that I laid not down, and reaping 
what I did not sow (i.e. Jesus says you consid-
ered me a thief): Wherefore then gavest not thou 
my money into the bank, that at my coming I 
might have required mine own with usury?” If 
the servant considered his master a thief, then 
why didn’t he put the money into a bank where it 
would earn usury, an act that according to law 
would be a form of theft.  Jesus is not condoning  
usury, but is again saying that it is theft unless 
used in accordance with His law.  

Then He said to take the pound from this 
servant and give it to the servant having ten 
pounds.  To me this is better understood if we 
substitute responsibility for the money.  Not only 
will that person not share in the rulership of the 
kingdom, but will lose what responsibility that he 
still had.  This would be a very humiliating expe-
rience.   

Then Jesus says something that should be 
quite disturbing to some people.  He is talking pri-
marily about the Pharisees, scribes and priests of 
His day, but should Jesus come today, it would 
still apply primarily to the descendants, both ge-
netically and spiritually, of those same people.   
Jesus says to “bring hither, and slay them be-
fore me.”  This is further evidence to me that be-
ing in the Palestine area, and Jerusalem in particu-
lar, would be a very dangerous place to live as I 
believe this supports the prophecies of Jeremiah 
18-19 prophesying of the destruction of Jerusa-
lem.   

(Read Luke 19:29-40)  Most of us are fa-
miliar with this story as Jesus goes into Jerusalem.  
It is important to remember the prophesies look-
ing forward to the kingship of Jesus.  Isa. 9:6, 7 
tells us, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the 
increase of his government and peace there 
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shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even for ever.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
perform this.”  Jesus has preached the kingdom of 
God and has inferred that He would be the king, but 
not only has this not happened yet, but the Phari-
sees, scribes, and priests are doing everything in 
their power to keep it from happening.  Yet they 
were expecting the kingdom to be manifested at 
any time.  But they did not want Jesus as that king.  
But the disciples, whether from a revelation of the 
Holy Spirit or not, now recognized Him as “the 
king that cometh in the name of the LORD” as 
spoken of in Psalms 118:26. 

The question might arise, If Jesus is the 
king that is to take the throne of David, why did He 
not do so when He was here or even after His resur-
rection?  It was not because the Pharisees, scribes, 
and priests did not want Him.  We have to look at 
the overall plan and purpose of God.  When He cre-
ated Adam, He already knew just how many people 
there would eventually be on the earth.  Everything 
from that point to now has worked perfectly ac-
cording to His plan.  He knew that man could never 
be totally righteousness.  Yet it is His plan to live 
with or among men.  He devised a plan to absolve 
men from their sins and worked it in as part of His 
plan to live among men as their righteous king.  
Even though Jesus was not yet ready to take Da-
vid’s throne, it was important that He be recognized 
as that king during His first advent.  This was ac-
complished here as He begins His descent from the 
Mount of Olives into Jerusalem as the people them-
selves acknowledge and praise Him as their king.   

This was a problem for the Pharisees.  They 
asked Jesus to rebuke His disciples for praising 
Him in this manner.  But Jesus told them that if the 
people themselves did not do so, the rocks would 
cry out.  This was part of God’s plan and it would 
happen regardless of what the Pharisees said.   

(Read Luke 19:41-48)  Jesus, upon coming 
near and seeing the city of Jerusalem wept for the 
city.  Had it not been for the serious sins of the peo-
ple of Jerusalem through the centuries, this day 
when Christ was entering into the city being hailed 
as king would have been the most glorious of days 
as He established His kingdom from there.  Instead, 
He pronounced a prophecy against the city indicat-
ing its total and complete destruction. This, of 
course, is in line with other prophecies we have al-

ready studied such as Jeremiah 18, 19.  We now 
know that a partial fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy 
came to pass in 70 A.D. but still the level of de-
struction did not reach what Jeremiah 19 indicated 
or what Jesus indicated here.  So we know that 
level of destruction is yet to come as we have dis-
cussed in past lessons.   

For the second time, Jesus cleanses the 
temple of those that sold and bought therein say-
ing, “It is written, My house is the house of 
prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.” 

It is interesting to me that the chief priests 
and scribes were unable to do anything to Jesus as 
He continued teaching in the temple for several 
days.  They witnessed Him every day yet we’ll 
see that they had to bribe Judas to point Him out 
to them in the garden the night before His cruci-
fixion. 

(Read Luke 20:1-8)  These chief priests 
and scribes and elders considered themselves the 
authority in the temple, so they thought they had 
come up on a way to throw Jesus out of the tem-
ple.  Jesus blocked them with a question of His 
own.  Since they didn’t dare answer His question, 
they could not very well require an answer from 
Him without causing an uprising among the peo-
ple. 

(Read Luke 20:9-19)  God is the certain 
man who planted the vineyard and His servants 
were the prophets.  The husbandmen were the 
priests and scribes.  The vineyard is the kingdom.  
Of course, the Son was Jesus Christ.  The chief 
priests and scribes understood this parable and 
knew that He spake the parable about them.   It 
was their intent to usurp the kingdom by killing 
Christ, the true king.  They carried out their plan 
not realizing what the resurrection would do to 
their plan.  They are still trying to carry out their 
plan which requires denying the resurrected 
Christ.   

But Jesus says they will be destroyed and 
the kingdom was to be taken from them and given 
to others.  We find this same theme in several 
places in Scripture. 

Jesus spent nights at the home of Mary, 
Martha and Lazarus in Bethany and was protected 
by the people at the temple during the day, so it 
was near impossible for the chief priests and 
scribes to lay hands on Jesus during these days 
before the Feast of Passover.  But that didn’t stop 
them from trying to trip Him up in the law where-
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 “For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.  Moreover whom he 
did predestinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justified: and 
whom he justified, them he also glori-
fied.”  (Romans 8:29-30) 

A STUDY OF  

PREDESTINATION 

by they would have just reason to take Him from 
among the people. 

(Read Luke 20:20-26)  This trick that they 
tried to pull on Jesus is one example of the crafti-
ness of these chief priests and scribes.   

(Read Luke 20:27-40)  The Sadducees, 
who denied that there would be a resurrection, got 
into the act of trying to trip Jesus up concerning 
the law.  Again they were foiled in their attempt, 
but what Jesus told them gives us some infor-
mation concerning the first resurrection.  The 
word “world” is from the Greek aion which 
means “age.”  Verse 35 tells us that there are 
some who are accounted worthy to obtain that age 
and the resurrection from the dead.  I believe that 
we can assume this to mean the first resurrection 
and the 1000 year age that follows (Rev. 20:4-6).  
To be accounted worthy tells me that that person 
has  done something to achieve that worthiness.  I 
believe this to be what Paul refers to as sanctifica-
tion.  As we have discussed before, justification is 
a free gift through the blood of Christ that puts 
one’s name in the book of life; sanctification is 
the maturing and learning obedience to God the 
rest of one’s life through which they can attain to 
the first resurrection.   

Jesus tells us that those who attain to this 
age neither marry  nor are given in marriage.  He 
doesn’t fill us in on how this will work, we just 
have to accept  by faith that it will be better than 
we are now.  He also tells us that those who attain 
to this age will be immortal and will be consid-
ered children or sons of God.  We will be discuss-
ing “Sonship” quite a bit as we continue our study 
as Paul, especially, talks quite a bit about it. This 
is what being “born again” means. 

Then Jesus cleverly destroys the Saddu-
cees theory that there will be no resurrection.  
God is not a God of the dead so if He is the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, they have to be live 
again.  This tells us  something of what happens 
when we die.  We cease to be, except in the 
memory of God.  God is not a God to us so far as 
we are concerned.  Solomon tells us that we know 
nothing in the grave.  So if God is the God of 
Abraham, Abraham has to live again, thus the res-
urrection. 

(Read Luke 20:41-44)  Jesus establishes 
His identity, though I doubt that very many peo-
ple understood at that time just what He was say-
ing.   

(Read Luke 20:45-47)  While the scribes 

considered themselves to be the Biblical authority 

of their day, obviously they were far from honest 

with the people or themselves.  Jesus warns 

against trusting them.  

We will begin in Luke 21 next issue. JRL 
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“Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his 
will.” (Eph. 1:5) 

“In whom also we have obtained an in-
heritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will:”  (Eph. 1:11) 

(For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 
(Romans 9:11) 
 Even so then at this present time also 
there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace. And if by grace, then is it no more of 
works: otherwise grace is no more grace.  But 
if it be of works, then is it no more grace: oth-
erwise work is no more work.  What then? Is-
rael hath not obtained that which he seeketh 
for; but the election hath obtained it, and the 
rest were blinded.”  (Romans 11:5-7) 
 “As concerning the gospel, they are ene-
mies for your sakes: but as touching the elec-
tion, they are beloved for the fathers’ 
sakes.”  (Romans 11:28) 
 “Knowing, brethren beloved, your elec-
tion of God.”  (I Thes. 1:4) 
 “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election 
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never 
fall:”  (II Peter 1:10) 
 These are a few verses dealing with a sub-
ject that is probably one of the most difficult to 
understand that there is in the Scripture.  I would 
like to pass on at least a portion of my understand-
ing as I believe that for us to be the best witnesses 
for our Lord, it is critical that we understand this 
subject.  Obviously, several controversies erupt 
when the subject of predestination and election 
are brought up.  Probably the chief of these is the 
controversy concerning free will.   
 Basic to understanding this subject is how 
we consider the sovereignty of God.  How people 
today consider this is exemplified by the three 
main religious groups of Christ’s time.  The Sad-
ducees believed that man was totally sovereign, 
he had total free will.  Essenes believed that God 
was totally sovereign, not man.  As creator of all, 
God had control over all, thus He predestinated 
who, what and how everything happens.  The 

Pharisees believed in a combination of the two 
beliefs.  They taught that God foreknew every-
thing that man would do, thus He could predict 
what would happen in the future.  He does have 
enough sovereignty to help people to do good and 
to avoid evil. The latter is the position of most 
Christians today.   
 The word “predestinate” infers a proactive 
position rather than a reactive position.  If God is 
proactive and prophesies, or predicts certain 
events, how can He do this without being in total 
control?  Is it enough to just know what man is 
going to do and make predictions on that basis?  I 
don’t believe so.  Looking at my own life I can 
recall several instances where I didn’t know what 
I was going to do before I did them, so I find it 
difficult to believe that God knew unless He 
caused me to do them, as they were not my intent 
to start with.  The story of Cyrus, king of Persia 
comes to mind.  Isa. 44 and 45 tells us the story.  
Many years before Cyrus was born, God called 
him by name and predicted what he was going to 
do concerning the Jews who were going to yet go 
into the Babylonian captivity.  In Isa. 45:3 God 
said, And I will give thee the treasures of dark-
ness, and hidden riches of secret places, that 
thou mayest know that I, the LORD, which call 
thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.”  There 
are several stories like this to help us understand 
God’s sovereignty such as the story of the Phar-
aoh prior to the exodus.  God, speaking to Moses, 
said, “Thou shalt speak all that I command 
thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak unto 
Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out 
of his land.  And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, 
and multiply my signs and my wonders in the 
land of Egypt.  But Pharaoh shall not hearken 
unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, 
and bring forth my armies, and my people the 
children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by 
great judgments. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth 
mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the chil-
dren of Israel from among them.” (Exodus 7:2-
5) Then follows the story of the ten plagues that 
God brought on Egypt until the Pharaoh not only 
agreed for Israel to leave but drove them out.  
God then destroyed the Pharaoh and his armies at 
the Red Sea. Did God foreknow what Pharaoh 
would do or did He cause Pharaoh to do what he 
did?  According to this Scripture, God caused 
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Pharaoh’s actions to accomplish God’s certain 
goal, to let the children of Israel go and for the 
people of Egypt to know that He is the LORD.  
God had a plan and a purpose.  “And in very 
deed for this cause have I raised thee up, for to 
shew in thee my power’ and that my name may 
be declared throughout all the earth.” (Exodus 
9:16)  Did Pharaoh have free will?  I’m sure he 
thought he did.  Yet God told Moses what He was 
going to do before it happened.  As with Cyrus, I 
believe that we have to take God’s Word. 
 The Bible is full of examples of God pre-
destinating events and people.  But before we go 
further, if I were a skeptic, I might ask the ques-
tion here concerning Pharaoh.  If God caused 
Pharaoh’s actions, is it fair that He destroyed the 
Pharaoh at the Red Sea for what he did?  Paul 
posed the same question in Romans 9:14: What 
shall we say then?  Is there unrighteousness 
with God?”  Paul answered his own question 
with a resounding “God forbid.”  We could pass 
it off by saying the Pharaoh was a wicked man 
and deserved what happened to him.  But that is 
not God’s answer.  This is where understanding 
becomes complicated.  Paul begins his answer to 
this question with another quote from the book of 
Exodus: “For he saith to Moses, “I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whom I will have compas-
sion.’”  Paul then concludes “So then it is not of 
him that willeth,  nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy.” i.e. God is in con-
trol, it is His decision and it is not up to man.  
Paul then poses another question as if it was com-
ing from someone in an adversary position:  
“Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet 
find fault? For who hath resisted his 
will?”  (There are two word translated “will” as a 
noun in the New Testament, thelema and boule-
ma.  Thelema means “wish” like  it is God’s 
“wish” or “will” that we would obey His law.  
Boulema means purpose or counsel.  With the lat-
ter, it is God’s plan, man cannot change it.  With 
the former it is God’s wish or desire.  Man 
doesn’t always obey His will.)  If God has a plan 
that man cannot resist or interrupt, this would in-
dicate that God is sovereign, is in control.  Then 
comes the question, why does God find fault with 
the individual is God caused that person to do 
whatever he did.   If God caused Pharaoh to act 
the way he did, why did God then punish him for 

it?  Did God sin?  In Judges 20, we find the story 
of a civil war between the children of Benjamin 
and the rest of Israel.  We’re told in verse 15 that 
Benjamin had twenty-six thousand men that drew 
the sword plus seven hundred men in Gibeah.  
Verse 16 tells us that “Among all this people 
there were seven hundred chosen men 
lefthanded; every one could sling stones at an 
hair breadth, and not ‘miss.’ ” The Hebrew 
word  for “miss” is chata.  This is the same word 
translated “sin” in nearly all of the Old Testament.  
In the New Testament the Greek word is hamar-
tano which is also defined as “to err, to miss the 
mark.”  Did God miss the mark or target in the 
story of the Pharaoh?  No!  His goal or target was 
for the Pharaoh to let the people go and to glorify 
His name among the Egyptians.  So He did not 
sin.  Yet, in our minds, was it fair?  There are at 
least a couple of factors that we have to consider.   
If God created the earth and all that is in it, in-
cluding mankind, then I think we have to say that 
He owns it.  As owner, He has the right to do with 
it as He pleases.  I do not mean to appear disre-
spectful in saying what I am saying here, but I 
believe we need to break things down to the ba-
sics to understand fully what we need to.  This 
does not mean that He can or will disregard man 
just because He wants to.  Keep in mind Gen. 
1:31, “And God saw every thing that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good.”  This in-
cludes man.  The exercise of ownership is what 
we mean when we say that God is sovereign.  As 
owner He has the right to do with His creation 
what pleases Him.  Isa. 45:7 tells us, “I form the 
light, and create darkness:  I make peace, and 
create evil: I the LORD do all these things.”  He 
has a plan and these are tools He uses to develop 
and complete His plan. 
 But as that skeptic, I still fail to see how 
what happened to Pharaoh is fair, the same ques-
tion that Paul’s detractor would ask,  “Why doth 
he yet find fault?”  To understand the fairness, 
we have to know the whole story presented in 
God’s Word.  We need to know God’s ultimate 
goal, His ultimate target.  While we might be able 
to state it fairly simply, it would mean nothing 
without supporting evidence.  So I would like to 
try to look at enough supporting evidence for us 
to conclude for ourselves what that goal is.  In 
doing so, I think we can answer the fairness ques-
tion.  
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 Romans 5:18 tells us, “Therefore as by 
the offence of one judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation: even so by the righteousness 
of one, the free gift came upon all men unto 
justification of life. “  Note the word “all”.  If all 
men were condemned to the first or mortal death 
by the sin of Adam, then the “all” would have to 
be same number to receive the gift of justification 
of life, which means all of mankind.  But it does 
not mean all at one time as we will try to explain 
before we finish this article.  “For since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.  But every man 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; after-
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming.”  (I 
Cor. 15:21-23) These verses helps us establish 
that all men are included in God’s plan.  This is 
foundational to understanding God’s goal.   
 I John 3:4 tells us,  “Whosoever com-
mitteth sin transgresseth also the law; for sin is 
transgression of the law.”  The “law” is God’s 
Word, but usually when we speak of the law, we 
are referring to the Mosaic law we find in the first 
five books of the Bible.  While the law defines 
both righteousness and sin, it should be our goal 
to be righteous, i.e. obedient to the law.  When we 
miss doing so, we are sinning.  When we are 
keeping the law, we are being righteous.  Howev-
er, the righteousness of God is total obedience, 
something that only Jesus Christ Himself ever at-
tained.  Once we sin, we are due the penalty of 
sin.  “For the wages of sin is death.” (Romans 
6:23)  Keep in mind that we are speaking of the 
second death, the being cast into the lake of fire.  
But also keep in mind that the lake of fire is basi-
cally restoration for our sins in accordance with 
God’s judgments.  So ultimately, part of God’s 
plan or goal is that all men should live.  
 In Matthew 6, the subject of prayer is cov-
ered in verses 5-14.  In teaching His disciples to 
pray He told them in vs. 10, “Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.”  They were to pray for God’s kingdom 
to come to the earth that His will would be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  This tells me that part 
of God’s goal is for Him to abide with His crea-
tion, His creation being all men, here on the earth.  
When this happens, all men would have eternal 
life (in the sense we use the word today) and be-
ing in His kingdom they would also be totally 

righteous.  So the end result ultimately would be 
the same for all men, even  Pharaoh and many 
others that we consider extreme sinners.  So the 
temporary injustice that God caused  to happen 
will ultimately be rewarded with the greatest of 
rewards. 
 I hope we have established enough evi-
dence to prove that God is sovereign.  With this in 
mind, let us look at some of the Scriptures speak-
ing of predestination.  Romans 8:29-30 tells us, 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did pre-
destinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren.  Moreover whom he did pre-
destinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified.”  Here we have 
foreknowledge and predestination both men-
tioned.  The subject of individual salvation is one 
that has several misleading facets in most of the 
current denominational doctrines.  One of the 
most misleading concerns who makes the decision 
for an individual to accept the saving grace of Je-
sus Christ.  Most want to believe that the individ-
ual makes that decision, i.e. free will.  This verse 
refutes this line of thinking.  God makes the deci-
sion.  As we saw in the case of Cyrus, king of Per-
sia, God did foreknow Cyrus before he was born, 
because he like us are a part of God’s plan and 
purpose, and predestinated him to be the one who 
would release the Jews from the Babylonian cap-
tivity.  God does foreknow us and He does pre-
destinate what we do including accepting Christ 
as our Savior.  So while we each believe that we 
were the one to make that decision, Paul is telling 
us that God made that decision.  Some will argue 
that this isn’t fair just as the argument we have 
already discussed.  If we believed the current 
heaven-hell doctrine, I would agree.  But if ulti-
mately all persons will live in the kingdom in 
righteousness, including those that take part in the 
“lake of fire”, I believe that the temporary injus-
tice that we consider it to be now, will not be re-
membered by those who might appear to suffer it 
now.   
 “Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his 
will.”  (Eph. 1:5) We need to look at the two vers-
es preceding  this verse to put it into context.  
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spir-
itual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  
According as he hath chosen us in him before 
the foundation of the world that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in love:”  
This does not mean we pre-existed, but rather that 
we are part of God’s plan of creation.  While we 
might think of creation as a one time event, in 
truth it is an ongoing event that has not reached a 
completion yet.  God foreknows all men, but 
some He has predestined to justification whom He 
has also predestined unto the adoption.  As we 
have discussed before the adoption takes place 
after the person has learned and practiced the will 
of God, i.e. it follows the sanctification process.  
It happens at the first resurrection, but Paul urges 
us to live as if it had already happened.  The point 
that Paul is making here is that it is God that 
makes the decision that we will or will not be 
adopted.  (See Galatians 4:1-6 for the explanation 
of how the adoption works.)  Notice the last of the 
verse, “according to the good pleasure of his 
will.”  I think that we fail to realize that God is 
doing all things according to the good pleasure of 
his will.  The whole plan and purpose of God is 
for His pleasure, His enjoyment.  I believe we will 
ultimately realize that God’s good pleasure will 
be ours as well. 
 “In whom also we have obtained an in-
heritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will.”  (Eph. 1:11)  Paul 
tells us in Romans 4:13, “For the promise, that 
he should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith.”  The inher-
itance, according to this verse, is the world.  Rev. 
20:6 tells us, “Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such the sec-
ond death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years.”  God has predesti-

nated those who have been justified and sanctified 
to rule and reign with Christ over the whole 
world, our inheritance.   
 I would like to take up the subject of elec-
tion in our next issue.  JRL 
 
Be not thou envious against evil men, neither de-
sire to be with them.  Prov. 24:1 

 

Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth.  Prov. 27:1 


