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(Read Luke 21:1-4)  This story is self ex-
planatory. 

(Read Luke 21:5-24)  This is a multi-
fulfillment prophecy.  All of this would have ap-
plied prior to the siege and fall of Jerusalem in 70 
A.D., but I believe we will probably have a mod-
ern day fulfillment as well.  The Christians who 
lived in Jerusalem and other places in Judea did 
take the warning to heart that Jesus told them to 
do in vs. 21 and did escape the bloodshed in 70 
A.D.  We all would like to know the date of the 
return of Jesus Christ.  We think it would be much 
easier for us if we knew.  A good friend of mine, 
who was a coach, told me one time that in a foot-
ball game, the players knew when the game 
would end.  They could pace themselves so that 
they could exert maxim effort to the end of the 
game.  Knowing when Christ will return is not 
like that.  We don’t know when this game will 
end, thus it is difficult to expend our full effort.  
He is right.  The impetus of these Scriptures is 
that we should not quit when we see certain, and 
sometimes horrendous, things happen, the time is 
not yet.  We need to learn to be ready at all times.  
We should not think that we can seek sanctifica-
tion in the last 30 minutes, the last year, or the last 
five years.  We don’t know when any of those 
will be first off, and seeking sanctification is 
something that needs to be learned and practiced, 
it needs to become a part of us.  It is not some-
thing that we can accomplish on our death bed.  
Keep in mind I am talking about sanctification, 
not justification.  But it is being sanctified that 

qualifies us for the first resurrection.  
(Read Luke 21:25-28)  Jesus continues in 

the same vein.  There will be signs in the sun, 
moon and stars and distress among nations on the 
earth.  These do have meaning and we need to be 
cognizant of them.  Finally Jesus says we shall see 
the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory.  Certainly we would not be wrong to 
say that these signs are happening now in our life-
time.  I have never read in history of a time when 
all the nations of the earth are in distress as they 
are now and it seems to get worse every day.  
While we would like to think that the time is just 
about on us, we need to keep in mind that we real-
ly don’t know, so it is no time to relax our vigi-
lance and our commitment to God.   

(Read Luke 21:29-33) Luke uses the fig 
tree specifically and all trees generally as an ex-
ample.  We know the different seasons are ap-
proaching by what we see the trees doing.  Seeing 
the signs that He has mentioned can tell us that 
the kingdom of God is near.  Vs. 32 says, “Verily 
I say unto you, This generation shall not pass 
away, till all be fulfilled.”  He is not talking 
about the generation living at the time of Christ, 
but rather the generation that sees these signs take 
place.  My own personal belief is that we are that 
generation, at least some of us are.  Heaven and 
earth are still here, so I believe God’s Word is still 
very valid. 

(Read Luke 21:34-38)  He warns that we 
don’t let the cares of this world, particularly the so 
called pleasures of the world, take our eye off the 
ball, so to speak.  We need to pray daily that we 
might be accounted worthy of that first resurrec-
tion and follow it up with actions reflecting our 
prayers.  It will be a great day when we can stand 
before our Lord, but only if we are prepared.  
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The next three chapters relate the story of 
Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion, and resurrection.   
Most of us are relatively familiar with this story.  
For the most part it is pretty self explanatory, so I 
am not going to comment verse by verse, but ra-
ther would like to add comment from time to time 
as we read the story.  I’m not sure that any of us 
understand the full impact of the story, but hope-
fully we can gain a little more understanding each 
time that we read it. 

(Read Luke 22:1-6)  There are some who 
try to excuse Judas by saying that he betrayed Je-
sus because he thought that if they had a trial for 
Him He would be proven not guilty and released 
and the chief priests, scribes, etc would quit 
hounding him.  In John 12 Judas is complaining 
because Mary, the sister of Martha, had taken an 
expensive ointment and anointed Jesus’ feet with 
it.  Judas said the ointment could have been sold 
for considerable money and the money given to 
the poor.  Then vs. 6 tells us, “This he said, not 
that he cared for the poor; but because he was 
a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was 
put therein.” Also had his intentions been honor-
able, I believe Jesus would have recognized this, 
but instead, Jesus says in Luke 22:22, “woe unto 
that man by whom he (Jesus) is betrayed.”  So 
I believe we have to believe that Judas was a very 
greedy selfish man who saw a chance to make 
some money and did it at the expense of Jesus.
 (Read Luke 22:7-18) I don’t know that we 
could say that the translators made an error, but 
the way this reads could be quite misleading and 
in doing so could cause considerable confusion in 
our understanding Scripture.  Jesus was to become 
our Passover Lamb, whose death would ultimate-
ly cause us to live as the blood of the original 
Passover lamb signaled the death angel to pass 
over the houses of the Israelites who were living 
in Egypt.  I would like for us to review what the 
Passover feast was, how it was instituted, and how 
it was to be celebrated.  (Read Exodus 12:1-24, 43
-49)  This gives us the basics of how the feast got 
its start.  To review, the lamb was to be selected 
on the tenth day of the first month; it was to be 
without blemish; a male of the first year; it was to 
be killed in the evening on the fourteenth day of 
the first month; it was to be roasted and eaten that 
night (anything left over was to be burned); it was 
to be eaten with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs; unleavened bread was to be eaten for seven 

days; no leaven was to be found in one’s house 
for that seven days; only those who had been cir-
cumcised (whether native or stranger) could eat of 
the lamb; and no bone was to be broken. 

Leviticus 23 gives us a better idea of how 
the feast was to be celebrated after the people 
moved into the land of Canaan.  (Read Lev. 23:4-
8)  I might point out that there could be three Sab-
baths during that seven day period, the first day 
and the seventh day plus there could be a regular 
Sabbath in between.  Lev. 23:9-14 adds another 
element to the feast. (Read)  Passover then also 
became the first harvest feast as well with the first 
harvested grain being barley.  The wave offering 
was to be waved up and down signifying the of-
fering to God the first fruits and then God giving 
them back to man.  They were not to harvest their 
barley until this wave offering of the first fruits 
was made.  The wave offering was to be made on 
the morrow after the Sabbath.  I believe this is 
referring to the day after the feast, or the 16th day 
of the month. 

Going back to Luke 22, I think we can see 
that the feast that was prepared for Jesus by the 
disciples was not the actual Passover feast, but 
rather appeared to take place the day before the 
Passover lamb was to be killed, or the thirteenth 
day of the month.   

(Read Luke 22:19, 20) This breakIng and 
eating of the bread and drinking of the cup has 
come down to us as the ritual of taking commun-
ion.  It symbolizes our eating of the Passover 
Lamb.  It is no longer necessary for us to actually 
kill and eat a lamb, but rather to symbolize the 
eating of the true Passover Lamb in the taking of 
communion, as it is called in most Protestant 
churches.   

(Read Luke 22:21-23) The plan of God 
was that Jesus had to die.  Vs. 22 says, “And tru-
ly the Son of man doeth, as it was determined.”  
As we have talked before concerning the will of 
God and the plan or purpose of God, His will can 
be violated, but His plan or purpose cannot.  So 
for Him to die as was planned required one to be-
tray Him.  Judas was that man, but Jesus said 
“woe unto him”, yet Jesus calls Judas “friend” in 
Matt. 26:50.  He will have to face his judgment at 
the Great White Throne.(Read Luke 22:24-30)  
The apostles, like most of us, had trouble under-
standing that serving others is what determines 
our position in the kingdom of God.  We all seem 
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to think that authority is exercised through op-
pression.  Jesus reminds them that He is among 
them as one who serves.  He doesn’t indicate that 
one is greater than the other, but rather tells them 
that because they have been with Him in His 
temptations, they will ultimately sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel, which I be-
lieve, we will see by the time we have studied the 
whole New Testament, means the whole world. 

(Read Luke 22:31-34)  Peter reminds me 
of a little boy that I used to have ride the school 
bus that I drove while going to college at Ft. Lew-
is on the old campus.  He was a real pain in the 
neck.  He would do just the opposite of what his 
teachers told him to do and was always causing 
trouble on the bus until we came to an under-
standing.  I won’t go into the whole story, but 
when his mother told me to do whatever I had to 
do to control him, I made a large paddle and hung 
it where he couldn’t miss it when he got on the 
bus.  His first question was, would I use it?  I 
asked if he would like to find out?  That changed 
everything.  I never had another problem with 
him, in fact he was Johnny on the spot if I ever 
needed anything.  The word “converted” here is 
from the Greek epistrepho meaning “to turn about 
or upon.”  Peter had been a pain in Jesus side, in a 
way, thinking he could physically handle just 
about anything, but Jesus recognized in him the 
ability to strengthen the others when, as He put it, 
Peter was “converted.”  We will see that this hap-
pened when Peter did exactly as Jesus prophesied 
he would, i.e. he denied knowing Jesus three 
times that night even though he told Jesus he was 
prepared to go even to the death with Him. 

(Read Luke 22:35-38)  I don’t think the 
apostles yet understood what Jesus was telling 
them.  They were thinking of the immediate fu-
ture whereas Jesus was thinking considerably far-
ther into the future.  He quoted a portion of Isa. 
53:12, a prophecy concerning Himself saying, 
“And He was reckoned among the transgres-
sors”.  (Read Isa. 53;12)  This was going to have 
a major effect on the apostles that they could not 
have understood at the moment.  If He, their lead-
er, was branded as a criminal, they would be also 
so far as the priests, scribes and Pharisees were 
concerned.   

(Read Luke 22:39-46)  The “man” in Jesus 
is truly apparent here.  He knew what was going 
to happen and thus prayed that it would not.  

However, He yielded to His Father in heaven say-
ing “not my will, but thine, be done.”  Though 
none of us will ever approach what happened to 
Jesus, often we know that if we do what we be-
lieve God wants us to do, there will be conse-
quences that we don’t want to face.  This is 
crunch time, do we do our will or the will of God?  
We can only answer that to ourselves.   

I have heard, though I have never had it 
confirmed, that if a person is really broken heart-
ed, he or she will sweat blood.  If this is true, I 
think we would have to believe that Jesus was tru-
ly broken hearted, not over some individual such 
as a wife, parent or child as we would, but rather 
over the people of the whole world.  That degree 
of love, we will never know, thus we have diffi-
culty relating to His sorrow. 

(Read Luke 22:47-53)  We know from 
other Scriptures that it was Peter who cut the 
priest’s servant’s ear off.  I have wondered what 
that servant thought about Jesus.  Jesus mocks 
these chief priests telling them that He had been 
in the temple with them daily (I believe it was for 
five days) and they never laid hands on Him, yet 
they come out to arrest him with a multitude of 
people carrying swords and clubs.  Though He 
could have used His powers to stop them, He 
yielded to them saying, “this is your hour, and 
the power of darkness.”   

Read Luke 22: 54-62)  This was the hour 
of Peter’s conversion, as we mention before, I be-
lieve.  Peter was kind of a bully, so when we’re 
told that he wept bitterly, I don’t think we can em-
phasize the word “bitterly” too much. 
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(Read Luke 22:63-71)  Luke abbreviates 
what happened to Jesus to a certain extent.  He 
was persecuted, mocked and beaten all night.  
Other Scriptures indicate that they held Jesus’ tri-
al before the High Priest during the night also, 
something that was totally unlawful.  Luke 
doesn’t give any details of the trial except that 
finally they asked Him if He was the Christ, the 
Anointed.  He told them they wouldn’t believe 
Him if He told them, though I believe their unbe-
lief was self induced, as we saw in the parable of 
the vineyard that they understood the parable.  
Finally, He told them He was the Christ, which 
they immediately took as blasphemy.   

I believe that, knowing what they had 
done was unlawful by their own law and Roman 
law, they then had to change their strategy to ac-
complish their mission to have Jesus killed. (Read 
Luke 23:1-7)  They are charging Him with sedi-
tion here, with trying to stir up the people against 
the Romans and forbidding them to pay taxes.  
Also they said He was claiming to be Christ, a 
king.  Pilate asked Him if He were King of the 
Jews and Christ said He was.  But to Pilate, he 
saw nothing wrong in what Jesus had said or done 
and told the crowd so.  The priests and scribes 
were not to be calmed down.  They only contin-
ued their tirade claiming He had stirred up the 
Jews from Galilee to Jerusalem.  Upon hearing He 
was from Galilee, Pilate, in an effort to get clear 
of the situation, sent Him to Herod who happened 
to be in Jerusalem at that time.   

(Read Luke 23:8-11)  Herod wanted to see 
Jesus perform some miracle so he questioned Je-
sus at considerable length, but Jesus refused to 
say a word since He did not recognize any juris-
diction in the matter by Herod.  So because the 
chief priests and scribes were protesting against 
Jesus so vehemently, Herod and his men set Jesus 
apart and mocked Him and then sent Him back to 
Pilate.   

(Read Luke 23:12-25)  Pilate tried several 
times to release Jesus, but the chief priests and 
scribes refused to let him do so.  I don’t know the 
history behind the custom they had of releasing a 
criminal just before the Passover, but when Pilate 
tried to use this as a reason to release Him, the 
people chose Barabbas, a man more guilty than 
what they were accusing Jesus of.   Finally Pilate 
released Jesus back to the chief priests and 
scribes, apparently giving them permission to cru-

cify Him.  It is important that we understand that 
it was the chief priests and scribes who had their 
soldiers carry out the crucifixion.  We’ll explain 
why shortly.  Matthew says that the soldiers of the 
governor crucified Him, but I believe the rest of 
the gospels indicate He was crucified at the hands 
of the chief priests and their soldiers. 

(Read Luke 23:26-31)  A great multitude 
of people including women followed the proces-
sion as they took Jesus out of Jerusalem for His 
crucifixion.  Jesus, seeing the women bewailing 
Him turned to them and warned them of a day 
coming in which it would be said of the women, 
“Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bare, and the paps which never gave 
suck.”  There would be a day of great suffering 
for the people and particularly the women who 
had children or were pregnant.  We now know 
that to be the time of the fall of Jerusalem in 70 
A.D.  Then in vs. 31 He says, “For if they do 
these things in a green tree, what shall be done 
in the dry?”  The green tree would refer to Him, 
the living Word and the dry tree would refer to the 
nation.  

(Read Luke 23:32-38)  There is credible 
argument that ultimately there were four other 
people crucified instead of just two as is common-
ly believed.  I won’t go into that argument at this 
point, I just want you to know of this possibility.  
“Calvary” is Latin for the Hebrew “Golgotha” 
meaning a skull.  The place that is now thought of 
as Calvary, is probably not the actual place of the 
crucifixion as later erosion formed the skull ap-
pearance that it currently has.  More than likely, 
the actual place of crucifixion was on the Mount 
of Olives.  JRL 

We will begin with Luke 23:39 next issue. 
The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace 

for gold: but the LORD  trieth the hearts.  Prov. 17:3 

A soft answer turneth away wrath: but 
grievous words stir up anger.  Prov. 15:1 

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good.  Prov. 15:3 
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 I  felt, in discussing this subject, that it 
might be well to start out with a definition of 
“elect” and “election.”  I went to my college dic-
tionary first, but when I saw their definition in a 
theological sense, I realized that the authors really 
did not have a real sense of how the term is used 
in Scripture.  So I went to the Webster 1828 
American Dictionary of the English Language and 
found the following: 
Elect, n.  One chosen or set apart; applied to 
Christ. 
 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, mine elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth.  Isa xiii 

2.  Chosen or designated by God to salvation; pre-
destinated to glory as the end, and to sanctifica-
tion as the means; usually with a plural significa-
tion, the elect. 
 Shall not God avenge His own elect? Luke xvii 
 If it were possible, they shall deceive the very 
elect.  Matt. xxiv 
 He shall send his angels—and they shall gather His 
elect from the four winds.  Matt. xxiv 

3.  Chosen; selected; set apart as a peculiar church 
and people; applied to the Israelites. Is. xiv 

Election, n. The act of choosing; choice; the act of 
selecting one or more from others. 
6.  In theology, divine choice; predetermination of 
God, by which persons are distinguished as ob-
jects of mercy, become subjects of grace, are 
sanctified and prepared for heaven.   
 There is a remnant according to the election of 
grace.  Rom. xi 

9.  Those who are elected. 
 The election hath obtained it. Rom. xi  

 We determined in our last lesson that God 
is sovereign, thus has the right to do whatever He 
wishes with His creation.  We see God choosing 
men for certain jobs from the very beginning 
starting with Adam.  Then the fathers up until the 
flood and then chose Noah and his family.  “And 
spared not the old world, but saved Noah the 
eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing in the flood upon the world of the un-
godly.” (II Peter 2:5)  “Which sometime were 
disobedient, when once the longsuffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls 
were saved by water.”  (I Peter 3:20) 
 From the descendants of Noah God chose 

one man, Abram, for His purpose.  “Now the 
LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy father’s house, unto a land I will shew thee: 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I 
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shall be a blessing: And I will bless them 
that bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth 
be blessed”  (Gen. 12:1-3) It is very important  
that we note that God says “I will” without fol-
lowing it with “if”, i.e. God made these promises 
to Abram unconditional, God took total responsi-
bility to see that these promises were carried out.  
Of course He uses people and circumstances to 
carry out His promises, but whether they were 
carried out or not was not reliant on a man’s deci-
sion,   God made the decision and had man carry 
them out.  This election of Abram was to have far 
reaching consequences in the affairs of man until 
the second coming of Christ and the resurrection 
as these promises are just as relevant today as 
they were when given to Abram to start with.   
 But this election led to another very im-
portant election, that of Abraham’s son, Issac.  
God chose a woman beyond child bearing age to 
bear this chosen man which emphasizes the fact 
that God is doing the choosing, the election. God 
directed that Issac was to inherit all of the promis-
es that God made to Abraham.  If we read Gen. 12 
through 22 we see other promises added such as 
his descendants would be without number, land 
was included, kings and rulers would come Abra-
ham and as Romans 4:13 puts it, Abraham and his 
seed would inherit the world. 
 It is when Isaac’s wife Rebecca was about 
to give birth that we see a choice between persons 
happen, “(For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that the 
purpose of God according to election might 
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth:)”. 
(Romans 9:11) It is very important that keep in 
mind that it is God that does the choosing for His 
own purpose. Jacob, the younger of the twin boys 
was chosen, not because of anything that he had 
done before he was born nor for what he might do 
in the future, to receive the inheritance that was 
promised to Abraham and then to Isaac.  It was to 
be Jacob’s family that would be known as the 
“elect” scripturally, however in both the Old Tes-
tament and the New Testament, the title “elect” is 

A STUDY OF  
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applied to both Jesus Christ individually and to 
Israel corporately:  “Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul de-
lighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he 
shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles…”.  
(Isa. 42:1)   “For Jacob my servant’s sake, and 
Israel mine elect…(Isa. 45:4)  “Wherefore also 
it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in 
Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and 
he that believeth  on him shall not be con-
founded.” (I Peter 2:6)  “And except that the 
Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should 
be saved: but for the elect’s  sake, whom he 
hath chosen, he hath shortened the 
days.” (Mark 13:20) 
 So the term “elect” in the singular applies 
to Jesus Christ, and in the plural to the corporate 
body of Israel.  But we need to be careful to not 
consider that just being born a descendant auto-
matically means being part of the elect.   Gal. 3:29 
tells us, “ And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.”  This applies to those born as descend-
ants of Jacob/Israel as well as any who are born of 
another family, but all must be Christ’s.   

 The purpose God has set forth for the 
elect is to ultimately rule the world with Christ.  
Romans 4:13 says, “For the promise, that he 
should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith.”  Paul is 
talking about justification in this scripture, but the 
comment “that he should be the heir of the 
world” is the point I want to dwell on for now.  
The unconditional promises to Abraham, if con-
sidered all together as one promise, which is the 
way that I believe we should consider them, leads 
to ruling the world with Christ.  They are a pro-
cess to prepare the descendants of Abraham over 
the centuries for this job.  But before anyone takes 
an arrogant view of this, keep in mind how the 
Levites ruled in Israel.  They ruled virtually as 
servants of the people, I often say they were the 
equivalent of our current day bureaucrats.  But 
keep in mind they would be ruling under Christ.  
When we use the term “rule” I believe it should 
be in the sense of the Levites ruling.  There is no 
room for arrogance.   

Unfortunately when the term Israel is 
mentioned today, the general assumption is that 
the Jews in the Palestine area as well as those who 

call themselves Jews throughout the world are 
considered the descendants of Israel, or the elect.  
Nothing could be farther from the truth but be-
cause many of these people consider themselves 
to be descended from Israel, they believe that they 
are a privileged people because they are so taught 
by their corrupted religion.  Many non-Jews ac-
cept this and considered them to be the elect be-
cause of the special privileges that these people 
demand.  This is wrong on at least two levels, first 
being that they are not, for the most part, descend-
ed from Israel, and second, it is a misinterpreta-
tion of scripture to believe that the elect have spe-
cial privileges above other people in this life. 

Rev. 20:4 gives us a true description of the 
elect, “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon 
them, and judgment was given unto them: and 
I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, nei-
ther his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years.” I believe that this describes those true 
elect as those who were willing to give their life if 
necessary for the witness of Jesus and those who 
had not worshipped the Babylonian System 
(inclusive of many anti-Christ activities and be-
liefs, many of which are promoted by our current 
day denominational religious system).   

We have discussed frequently the three 
steps to total salvation, or ruling with Christ, justi-
fication, sanctification, and glorification.  Justifi-
cation is totally free, Christ has already done this 
for us, all we have to do is to accept it.  Sanctifi-
cation is maturing in Christ.  Romans 6 gives us 
guidelines on doing this.  Glorification of course 
is being part of the first resurrection. Sanctifica-
tion is what we need to be concerned with the 
most as this is us, what we do, think and say, what 
level of responsibility we are willing to strive for.  
How we view sanctification is critical to our being 
part of that first resurrection.  This is our part.  
Being justified lets us escape the second death.  
Being sanctified leads to glorification. 

Let’s look at some of the references in 
scripture to the elect and election.  Isa. 42:1 says, 
“Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine 
elect in whom my soul delighteth; I have put 
my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judg-
ment to the Gentiles.”  This is clearly a prophetic 
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reference to Jesus Christ in a primary sense, but 
could also be a reference to Israel in a secondary 
sense.   

Isa. 45:4 tells us, For Jacob my servant’s 
sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called 
thee by name: I have surnamed thee, though 
thou hast not known me.” Here God is speaking 
to Cyrus prophetically many years before he was 
born and has given him the job of releasing the  
Judahites from the Babylonian captivity, again 
many years before Judah was taken captive, but 
He says it is for the sake of Israel whom He calls 
His elect. 

Isaiah tells us in chapt. 65:9, “And I will 
bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Ju-
dah an inheritor of my mountains (kingdoms): 
and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants 
shall dwell there.  (Remember  Rev. 20:4) 
Christ will inherit the kingdom of God which will 
be over all of the kingdoms of the earth and His 
servants, His elect will dwell there.  This is pro-
phetic of the time following the first resurrection 
(Rev. 20:6)  Speaking of that same time Isa. 65:22 
says, They shall not build, and another inhabit; 
they shall not plant, and another eat: for the 
days of a tree are the days of my people, and 
mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands.” 

In Matt. 24 Jesus is speaking of conditions 
at the end of this age and says in vs. 22, “And 
except those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s 
sake those days shall be shortened.”  Another 
way the nations of the earth shall be blessed by 
God’s elect in that man left to his own devices 
will ultimately destroy himself, but that is not 
God’s plan, thus for the sake of His elect He will 
not let that happen.  He goes on in vs. 24 saying, 
“For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great signs and won-
ders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect.”  Jesus ends this 
prophecy with vs. 31 referring, I believe, to the 
first resurrection.  “And he shall send his angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
gather together his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other.”  In Num-
bers 10 God instructed Moses to make two trum-
pets that were to be used to call the assembly and 
for signaling  and alerting the people to an emer-
gency when the Israelites were traveling during 

the exodus from Egypt.  Vs. 4 says “And if they 
blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, 
which  are the heads of the thousands of Israel, 
shall gather themselves unto thee.”  In vs. 31 of 
Matt. 24, we are told that the sound to signal the 
gathering would be a great sound of a trumpet.  
Rev. 20:6 tells us, “Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests (rulers) of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years.   

In Luke 18 Jesus is teaching His disciples 
of their need to pray always by using a parable in 
which a judge who did not fear God had a widow 
woman come to him asking him to right a wrong 
that had been perpetrated against her, but at first 
he refused to do so.  But the widow persisted and 
the judge finally relented asking, “And shall not 
God avenge his own elect, which cry day and 
night unto him though he bear long with 
them?”  He recognized that God avenges His 
elect who pray always to Him and used that as his 
excuse, or reason for relenting. 

In Romans 8:33, Paul says, “Who shall 
lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect?  It is 
God that justifieth.”  In vs. 31 Paul says, If God 
be for us, who can be against us?  If a person is 
part of God’s elect, Paul is asking who could 
bring a charge against him since it is God that jus-
tifies, or judges what is right and wrong.  Who 
can argue with God and win? 

Paul gives some advice on how one who is 
of the elect should live their lives in Colossians 
3:12-25.  In vs. 12 he says, “Put on therefore, as 
the elect of God, holy  and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, longsuffering;”  As one of the elect, he is 
beloved and holy (set apart), therefore Paul  be-
gins a list of behavioral characteristics he should 
strive to have. 

The apostle Peter addresses the Christians 
in Asia Minor as elect in I Peter 1:1-2, Peter, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ to the strangers scat-
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, Elect according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctifi-
cation of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprin-
kling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto 
you, and peace be multiplied.”  This confirms 
God’s sovereignty in electing these Christians, but 
recognizes that it is through sanctification through 
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obedience and the sacrifice of Christ on the cross 
that makes them elect. 

As I have said before, being a descendant 
of Jacob/Israel does not automatically make one a 
part of the election.  However, we need to under-
stand a couple of things, first when God divorced 
Israel and sent them into the Assyrian captivity 
He told them through the prophet Hosea that they 
were no longer His people and He was no longer 
their God.  The second thing is that the promises 
to Abraham were unconditional, thus there seems 
to be a conflict.  Paul in Romans 11 confronts this 
question by first asking the question in vs. 1, 
“Hath God cast away his people?”  He answers, 
“God forbid.” He then sets out to explain.  After 
giving the example of Elijah who felt that he was 
the only true believer left and God answered tell-
ing him that He had reserved 7000 men who had 
not bowed down to Baal, Paul said in vs. 5, 
“Even so then at this present time also there is 
a remnant according to the election of grace.” 
He continues explaining that it is by grace and not 
of works.  As Paul often does he takes the side of 
the opposition by asking the question in vs. 7, 
“What then?”  He then answers the question, 
“Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh 
for; but the election hath obtained it, and the 
rest were blinded.”   i.e. the election, or the rem-
nant, has obtained the kingdom, that for which 
they were seeking.  He goes on to explain God’s 
reason for blinding the rest of Israel, but for this 
lesson it is important that we understand the God 
has chosen those who He plans on to be priests, or 
rulers, in His kingdom.  As he points out, they are 
not chosen because of their works, but rather they 
are chosen by God according to His purpose or 
plan.  They will have the responsibility that goes 
with serving.  JRL 

LORD,who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who 

shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

2. He that walketh uprightly, and worketh right-

eousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 

3. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor 

doeth evil to his neighbor, nor taketh up a re-

proach against his neighbor. 

4. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but 

he honoureth them that fear the LORD.  He that 

sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.  

5. He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor 

taketh reward against the innocent.  He that 

doeth these things shall never be moved. 

Psalms 15, A psalm of David 


