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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

JOHN
As we continue our study in John 8, Jesus
is speaking to a group of Jews who thought that
their genealogy would save them.
Paul tells us in Galatians 3:29, “And if ye
be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.” This is Jesus’
definition of Abraham’s children, one who believes on Christ, regardless of race or nationality .
We are either Abraham’s seed or the seed of the
devil, neither of which is speaking genetically.
These Jews did not understand this.
(Read John 8:48-59) They then tried to
insult Him by calling Him a Samaritan and saying
He had a devil. “Devil” here is from the Greek
daimon which means demon or shade. By calling
Him a Samaritan and basically telling Him He
was crazy, they thought they could thoroughly
dishonor Him. But, in effect, they were dishonoring the Father because Jesus honored the Father.
He then told them in vs. 51, “Verily, verily, I say
unto you, if a man keep my saying, he shall
never see death.” Because Abraham was dead
and the prophets were dead, they wanted to know
just who Jesus thought He was to make such a
statement. He told them He was not honoring
Himself by saying that because the Father that
sent Him honored Him. Though they claimed to
know God, Jesus told them they did not know
Him. They did not understand at all what Jesus
had just told them because they did not understand that there are two deaths. Jesus was not
talking about mortal death, but the lake of fire

death. We’ll learn a great deal more about this as
we further our study.
Then Jesus really threw them a curve ball.
He told them in vs. 56, “Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was
glad.” When they questioned how He, not yet 50
yrs. old, could have seen Abraham, He said
“Before Abraham was, I am.” This brought out
the stoning crowd, but with His usual ability to
get lost in a crowd, Jesus walked out through the
crowd and escaped their intent to kill Him.
The ninth chapter records the sixth sign or
miracle and what happened as a result. (Read
John 9:1-7) This was the miracle that portrays the
sixth sign. Though not always, but very often
even today, we attribute the fact that someone is
incapacitated in some way to sin, either that of the
individual, or to his or her family. Sometimes this
is true such as someone who suffers from a drug
overdose, or sclerosis of the liver in someone who
has been an alcoholic for years, or lung cancer in
someone who has smoked most of their life. But
usually we don’t think this way with someone
who is born with a problem like this man who was
born blind. But apparently the first thought of His
disciples was who sinned, this man or his parents?
Jesus doesn’t rule out the possibility of something
like this happening because of sin, but He rules it
out in this case saying, “neither hath this man
sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of
God should be made manifest in him.” The reason for his blindness was so that the works of God
in healing him might be made known. While the
healing comes from God, it is interesting to see
the different ways Jesus uses to manifest the healing. In this case He made some clay and put this
on the man’s eyes and told him to go wash in the
pool of Siloam, which when he did he could see.

world, that they which see not might see; and
that they which see might be made blind.” The
Pharisees then asked if He considered them blind.
If I understand Jesus answer, He tells them that if
they were blind, they would not be sinning, but
since they say that they could see, but obviously
were rejecting what they saw, i.e. Jesus and the
miracles He was performing, then their sin remained with them.
(Read John 10:1-18) Robber and thief are
from the same Greek word, lestes. Jesus makes
the point first that anyone who tries to enter the
sheepfold except by the door is a thief and a robber, i.e. someone who is trying to take something
that isn’t theirs. In this case He is talking about
the kingdom. The scribes, Pharisees and chief
priests were trying to do that very thing, so of
course, they did not understand the parable since
He was talking about them. Then Jesus says He
is the door through which the sheep have to go
and come. As there is today, there apparently
were those who came and claimed to be the Messiah. These, Jesus says, are thieves and robbers as
well. Of course, by sheep, He is talking about
man. This is all directed primarily at Israel and
Judah, but also in vs. 16 He points out, “Other
sheep I have which are not of this fold: them
also I must bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd.” I believe this is speaking of the first
resurrection as mentioned in Rev. 20:4-6. The
Pharisees, scribes, etc. believed that they only
were to receive the kingdom based on their genealogy and status. Jesus is telling them that only
those with a heart relationship with Him are going
to be in the kingdom. They have to enter through
Him and this they were refusing to do. I am not
sure who He is talking about when He discusses
hirelings unless it is the priesthood who have done
a very poor job of taking care of the flock. Jesus
says He is come that they (His sheep) might have
life. He is talking about life after the resurrection.
Then Jesus discusses the fact that He is
going to lay down His life for His flock that He
might take it up again. He makes the point that
He lays down His life voluntarily, no one takes it
from Him. We discussed this somewhat when we
looked at the crucifixion in earlier gospels. But
then He also has the power to take up His life
again, which we now know as His resurrection.
(Read John 10:19-30)
These words

(Read John 9:8-12) We begin to see the
reaction, first among his neighbors and friends.
Some marveled at the healing while others tried to
deny it.
(Read John 9:13-34)
Apparently his
neighbors brought him before the Pharisees who
again questioned him as to how he was healed.
When he told them, they began to argue among
themselves. Some said Jesus was not of God because He didn’t keep the Sabbath since He had
healed the man on the Sabbath. Others said Jesus
was a sinner, so how could He do such miracles?
They refused to believe the man. They called his
parents and asked them if he was their son and if
he had been born blind. They verified that both
were true. They then asked them how he was
healed. Rather than tell the Jews who had healed
him they replied, “He is of age, ask him.” They
again asked the man who and how he was healed
and he told them he had already told them and if
he told them again, they still would not hear him.
This made these Pharisees mad and they reviled
the man saying that he was a disciple of Christ,
but they were disciples of Moses, words that were
supposed to put the fear in the man. Instead, they
got quite a lecture from him finally telling them,
“If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.” Upon hearing this they cast him out of the
temple. This casting him out was a serious thing,
basically they excommunicated him from the temple. Because worshipping God in the temple was
so important to the Jews at that time, this kept him
from worshipping in the temple.
(Read John 9:35-38) When Jesus found
the man and told him who He was, the man told
Him “Lord, I believe. And he worshipped
him.” The man is not named here, but it is
known who he was. Following is a paragraph that
I copied from an article from God’s Kingdom
Ministries concerning the man.
“This man born blind was one of those disciples who were scattered abroad by the persecution
coming from the temple in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1). He
was nameless in John’s account, so as not to cause
him undue trouble later in life, but we know from
later Church history that he took on the Roman
name, Restitutus. He bore witness of Christ in Provence, Gaul and became the bishop of Tricastinorum. The nearby church in the village of St.
Restitut is where he is buried.”

(Read John 9:39-41) Jesus then made the
statement, “For judgment I am come into this
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caused a division among the Jews, some saying
He had a devil while others questioned whether
one with a devil, or demon, could open the eyes of
one who had been blind since birth.
The feast of dedication was a feast, or celebration commemorating the cleansing of the temple built by Ezra and Nehemiah after its defilement by Antiochus Epiphanes. This was celebrated on the 25th of December.
Solomon’s porch was apparently a part of
Solomon’s temple that had survived the destruction by Nebuchadnezzar and had apparently been
incorporated in the new temple by Ezra and Nehemiah.
Jesus had told the Jews who He was virtually every way possible through His miracles, His
parables, and His words except He had not said
literally, “I am the Christ.” We know what happened when He finally told the high priest these
words and He was immediately accused of blasphemy just before His crucifixion. But they refused to believe Him. I have seen an example in
my own life of people refusing to believe what
you tell them because they have a set agenda in
their mind that what you tell them just doesn’t fit.
This is what happened here. No matter what Jesus did that gave ample evidence that He was the
Son of God, they refused to believe. Jesus told
them that it was because they were not His sheep.
Of all the people on the earth, so far as they were
concerned, they were the only people who would
be awarded eternal, or age lasting life. But Jesus
says that He gives this only unto His sheep and no
one or thing can pluck them out of His hand or
His Father’s hand.
(Read John 10:31-42) As usual, the Jews
started to stone Him. So Jesus asked them for
which of the good works He had done were they
going to stone Him. Their answer was that they
weren’t going to stone Him for His good works,
but for His blasphemy. Jesus once again confounded them by pointing out that in their law,
God said they were gods. This actually came
from Psalms, but Jesus is including it in the law.
They claimed to be son’s of God, so if this was
what they were going to stone Him for, were they
not guilty of the same thing. This stopped them
momentarily, but then Jesus said, “If I do not the
works of my Father, believe me not. But if I
do, though ye believe not me, believe the
works: that ye may know, and believe, that the
3

Father is in me, and I in Him.” This brought
out the stones again, but as usual He was able to
disappear in the crowd and left and went beyond
the Jordan River, where John the Baptist had once
preached and baptized, to live for a while. John
tells us that many resorted to Him because what
John the Baptist had said about Him they had
found to be true, so they believed on Him.
The eleventh chapter of John presents the
seventh sign, or miracle that we have been looking at in the book of John. (Read John 11:1-5)
The word “sick” refers to weakness and exhaustion, the result of disease, not the disease itself.
The name “Lazarus” is the same as Eleazar,
which means “God Helps”. Jesus was probably at
Bethabara which was about 25 miles from Jerusalem. Bethany was just a little less than 2 miles
from Jerusalem. Lazarus and his sisters, Mary
and Martha, were from a well to do family that
owned considerable property in Jerusalem, Bethany and elsewhere. (I have read that their mother
was a Jewess and was married to a Syrian prince
whose name was Theophilus. I have been unable
to verify this for sure and I don’t know if this was
the Theophilus to whom Luke was friends with
and wrote to.) We’re not told how Jesus met
them, but He had become good friends with them.
Vs. 2 is an explanation to identify Mary as the
Mary in the story we will read in John 12. Jesus,
when He received the message that Lazarus was
sick, made a strange statement in vs. 4, ”This
sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
God, that the Son of God might be glorified
thereby.” Keep in mind that Jesus said in vs. 30
of Chapter 10, “I and my Father are one”, so the
glory of God and the glory of the Son are the
same.
.
(Read John 11:6-15) Even though Jesus
had received the word that Lazarus was sick, He
stayed where He was for two more days before
journeying to Bethany. It would probably have
taken them at least another day to make the trip.
The fact that the two sisters sent the message to
Him would have indicated the seriousness of Lazarus’ condition, but Jesus seemed not to take it too
serious.
After the two days, Jesus told His disciples that they needed to go to Bethany in Judea.
Because the Jews had tried to stone Jesus when
they were recently in Judea, the disciples were
quite hesitant for Jesus to return there. Jesus’ an-

swer to them in vs. 9, 10 seems a bit strange. I
believe He was talking literally about the sun
being the light of this world, but figuratively He
is talking about the Son as the light of this
world. With the sun shining, He is saying they
could see where they were going, i.e. should
danger arise they could see it and avoid it. The
same goes with the Son. With Him in our lives
we can see where we are going and can stand
against that which attempts to destroy us. I
might need to point out that Jesus’ primary concern is the kingdom that is yet to be established
on the earth, while we think primarily of our
own lives. If we can learn to think as Jesus
does, trials and suffering in this life, should they
arise, will not concern us like they do with our
mortal way of thinking. Many a martyr has
died terrible deaths with a smile on their lips
because they were thinking as Jesus thinks. Hebrews 11:35, speaking of these martyrs, says,
“others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrections.”
Then Jesus told His disciples, “Our
friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may
awake him out of his sleep.” His disciples
thought sleeping was a good thing in that they
thought this was a sign of healing. But then Jesus put it bluntly, “Lazarus is dead.” What
happens when a person dies is a great mystery
that has plagued people since the beginning of
time. Yet the Scriptures are clear in this point.
We sleep, i.e., we lose consciousness. (Read
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6) We cease to exist except in
the memory of God who shall in due time, as
Jesus does for Lazarus, awake us. But not to
mortality as Lazarus was raised, but to immortality.
Jesus told His disciples that all that was
happening to Lazarus was to the intent that they
might believe.
(Read John 11:16-27) The disciples felt
that Jesus going back to Judea meant certain
death. Thomas expresses their thought saying
they should go with Him knowing that they
would probably die with Him also.
When they arrive at Bethany, Lazarus
was in the grave and had been dead for four
days. Corruption of the flesh would start on the
third day, so being in the grave four days was
long enough to assure that corruption was tak-

ing place. So any hope of raising him from the
dead was gone, so far as his sisters were concerned.
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet Him. She told Jesus
that had He been there Lazarus would not have
died, but she apparently still had some hope yet as
she said in vs. 22, “But I know, that even now,
whatsoever thou will ask of God, God will give
it thee.” When Jesus told her that her brother
would rise again, she thought He was speaking of
the resurrection “at the last day.” We mentioned
before that this phrase refers to the second coming
of the Messiah. At that time they were still thinking of His first coming as being the time when He
would establish His kingdom on the earth. As we
have said before, this was God’s will, but not His
plan. His plan was for two comings, but here
Martha, though thinking of His first coming, unaware that this had happened already, was thinking
of the resurrection we associate with His second
coming.
We will continue our discussion of Mary
in our next issue. JRL
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WHY DID CHRIST
HAVE TO DIE?
I have discussed this subject in the past,
but feel like it is a subject that needs to be discussed more. There are a number of reasons that
we need to discuss, but nearly every reason originates in God’s law.
If the average Christian were asked this
question, the most common answer would probably be for forgiveness of sins. But if asked why,
what, and how I doubt that only a very few could
answer. I would like to deal with these questions
first. What does it mean to forgive? According to
my College Dictionary the technical definition is:
“1. To grant free pardon for or remission of (an
offence, debt, etc.); absolve. 2. To give up all
claim on account of; remit (a debt, obligation,
etc.). 3. To grant free pardon to (a person). 4. To
cease to feel resentment against.” Taking our
primary definition to its end, To grant free pardon
for or remission of sin, sin being defined in I John
3:14, “sin is the transgression of the law.”
God’s law is His Word any where we find it, but
this definition refers primarily the law as given
first to the people by God in the Ten Commandments and then expanded by definition to Moses
who recorded it in the books of Exodus, Leviticus,
Number, and Deuteronomy.
Why is this necessary? First we have to
acknowledge that God is Sovereign. God created
all that we know of the earth and all that is in it as
well as the universe. As Creator He owns all that
he has created and has the right to do with it whatever He desires. Acknowledging this, through
His Word we can see that He instituted certain
rules that He expects His creation to be governed
by. First, like any of us, if someone damages our
property, The damaged person expects it to be
restored. This is taken care of in the law, so far as
damage we might incur on each other, by the various laws of restitution. If we commit a sin we
incur a debt, i.e. we owe for the damage that we
have caused. Fulfilling the laws of restitution
pays that debt so far as we as individuals or
groups of people are concerned. Usually the laws
of restitution require an over repayment depending on the circumstance of the sin. This takes
care of our debts to each other, but what about the
5

debt to the owner, our Creator. How do we restore that debt. As a crude example, let’s say that
we accidently injured another person who was
employed by yet another person. We paid the injured persons doctor and hospital bill and compensated him for his time lost from the job. But
what about the person’s employer who has lost
the production of the injured person for whatever
period of time? How is that person’s loss to be
restored?
How do you restore to God or how do you
undo what you have done in disobedience to His
law? Impossible you say! You are right, therefore the only solution is forgiveness. This is the
why.
Looking at the what, the apostle Paul tells
us in Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death.”
He is speaking of the second death spoken of in
Revelation 20:14, not our normal mortal death, as
the cause of this death is also because of sin, but
not our sin as he explains in Romans 5:12
(correctly translated Adam’s sin). God plans a
time of judgment in which every person on earth
will be held accountable for their sins. Without
forgiveness, the second death is inevitable. God
provided a way to achieve this forgiveness however. Again remember that God is sovereign and
makes the rules for His creation. According to
His plan, He is willing to accept a life for a life,
i.e. in the Old Testament He accepted
(temporarily) the life of a bullock, a ram, or a female goat kid, depending on who the sacrifice of
such was for. The intent was to point the way to
the ultimate of accepting the life of His only Son
as a substitute for the life of all mankind. Unfortunately, rather than thinking of the animal sacrifices as a shadow or a forerunner of the real thing,
the people ended up worshiping the altar, the sacrifice, and the temple instead of the God who created all these things. But to understand that
though God created this rule, or law, that there
must be a sacrifice, or substitute of a life for a life,
God also made it a rule that He Himself in the
person of Jesus Christ would provide the life that
would ultimately be sacrificed, or substituted for
the lives of man. This was God’s plan. Thus,
this is the primary reason that Christ had to die.
As to how, we need to point out that this
substitution, or sacrifice is a free gift from God. It
may be difficult for us to understand the depths of
God’s love for His creation that He would devel-

op such a plan. Most of us have created something whether it be something very complicated
such as a house, a piece of furniture, a machine,
or something more simple such as a woman creates a fine meal, or shoveling snow to create a dry
pathway, or creating a crop plan, etc. But whatever we have created we take pride in that creation.
It may be something that we enjoy seeing other
people enjoying, or it may be a labor saving device, or it may simply be something that furthers
us to our goal. Multiply that pride, that love, of
what you have created multiplied many times
over and you probably still have not achieved the
love that God has for His creation. Many may
question this, especially if they have suffered
some tragic event in their lives, but be assired the
whole story has not been written yet so far as man
is concerned. Quoting from Isaiah 64:4, the apostle Paul tells us in I Cor. 2:9. “Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.”
Leviticus 25:35-55 gives us the law concerning slavery, God’s manner of slavery. It is
slavery that benefits the one who has been sold
into slavery. I want to pay particular attention to
verses 47-49, “And if a sojourner or stranger
wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwelleth
by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the
stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of
the stranger’s family: After that he is sold he
may be redeemed again; one of his brethren
may redeem him: Either his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may redeem him, or any that is nigh
of kin unto him of his family may redeem him;
or if he be able, he may redeem himself.” This
is speaking of individuals, but it gives us the principle of the law. Now, let’s think nationally.
Speaking of Israel, Isaiah tells us in Isa.50:1,
“Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of
your mother’s divorcement, whom I have put
away? Or which of my creditors is it to whom
I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities
have ye sold yourselves, and for you transgressions is your mother put away.” In this verse
the mother is the kingdom of Israel. The creditor
is the Assyrian kingdom who have taken Israel
captive and moved them in total to the area south
of and between the Caspian and Black Seas.
Since the “wages of sin is death”, again speaking
of the second death, this is the price of redemp-

tion. So to fill out our story, the Kingdom of Israel incurred a debt they could not pay through their
many sins and either sold themselves or was sold
by God to the Assyrians. By law, to be a redeemer one had to be a kinsman or related to the one
who was sold. For this reason, Jesus Christ, who
was to be the redeemer, had first to be a man,
born of a woman. Second, He had to be related to
the kingdom of Israel, or the men and women of
Israel. This is verified in the first chapter of Matthew giving Christ’s genealogy starting with
Abraham. So this qualified Jesus to be the redeemer, but again the price of redemption was
death. But once one has been redeemed, he or
she is obligated to be loyal to redeemer, or to
serve the redeemer. If just the price of redemption was paid in this case, who would the redeemed serve. The miracle of resurrection enters
in, so that the redeemer paid the price, but through
the miracle of resurrection we have a living redeemer to serve. In this case, Israel is obligated to
serve the living redeemer. This should be taught
every day in our churches.
I believe that in the process of redeeming
Israel, Jesus also redeemed every man from the
servitude of sin. As such, we should as individuals be serving the redeemer.
In Jeremiah 36 we have the story of God
instructing Jeremiah to have Baruch to record all
that God told Jeremiah to tell him. Jeremiah did
this and then had Baruch take the scroll, upon
which Baruch had recorded this, to the temple and
read what he had written before the people. Baruch did this and some of the king’s princes heard
him and asked that he come read it before all the
princes which he did. The princes then took the
scroll before King Jehoiakim and read it to him.
As it was read, the king took his pen knife and cut
off the pages that had been read and tossed them
into the fire and commanded that they arrest Baruch and Jeremiah. However, God hid both men
so that could not be found.
God’s response through Jeremiah follows,
“And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned
this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly
come and destroy this land, and shall cause to
cease from thence man and beast? Therefore
thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne
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of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in
the day to the heat, and in the night to the
frost.” (Jer. 36:29-30) This curse is something
we want to follow. Apparently when King Nebuchadnezzar prepared to take Jehoiakim as a captive to Babylon, he died and the king left his body
outside the city without burying him. But to follow the curse, in Jer. 22:30 God is speaking of
Jehoiachin, Jeconiah, or Coniah (same man), the
son of Jehoiakim when he says this, “Write ye
this man childless, a man that shall not prosper
in his days: for no man of his seed shall prosper,
sitting
upon
the
throne
of
David and ruling any more in Judah.” However, in the genealogy of David as given in I Chronicles 3, verse 17-18 tells us, “And the sons of
Jeconiah; Assir, Salathiel his son, Malchiram
also, and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jecamiah,
Hoshama and Nedabiah.” So we know that
Jeconiah had sons, but what does writing the man
childless mean? I believe that this means that
none of Jeconiah’s sons would ever sit on the
throne of David. Jeconiah only occupied the
throne for three months and that was as a child.
So the curse continues as no descendant of Jehoiakim or Jehoiachin ever occupied the throne of David again. However, in Matthew 1, starting with
verse 12 we see that Jehoiachin’s family continued to produce up to and including Jesus Christ.
However, this curse continued to apply through
all of the succeeding generations and would include Jesus Christ. So how can Christ ascend to
the throne of David, as has been promised, if this
curse applied to Him.
The apostle Paul tells us in Rom. 7:1,
“Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them
that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth?” He
then gives us an example to show that once a man
has died, he is no longer subject to the law. I believe this to be the case here where Christ had to
die to free Himself of this curse since the curse
had been pronounced by God on Jehoiakim and
Jehoiachin and their seed which included Christ.
God spells out His law of divorce in Deut.
24:1-4, “When a man hath taken a wife, and
married her, and it come to pass that she find
no favour in his eyes, because he hath found
some uncleanness in her: then let him write her
a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand,
and send her out of his house. And when she

is departed out of his house, she may go and be
another man’s wife. And if the latter husband
hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement,
and giveth it in her hand and sendeth her out
of his house; or if the latter husband die, which
took her to be his wife; Her former husband,
which sent her away, may not take her again to
be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that is
abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt
not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy
God giveth thee for an inheritance.”
The prophets considered the ceremony as
given in Exodus 19:3-8 (the Old Covenant),
among some other things, to be a marriage ceremony between God and Israel. However, Israel
violated this marriage covenant by worshipping
other gods. Finally God divorced Israel and cast
her out of His house (land). Isaiah 50:1 says,
“Thus saith the L0RD, Where is the bill of
your mother’s divorcement, whom I have put
away? Or which of my creditors is it to whom
I have sold you? Behold, for your iniquities
have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away.” Israel is
the mother referred to here. Jeremiah 3:8 tells us,
“And I saw, when for all the causes whereby
backsliding Israel committed adultery I had
put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet
her treacherous sister Judah feared not but went
and played the harlot also.”
The prophet Hosea delivered the bill of divorce in a form of a prophesy through the naming of
Hosea’s three children. The last of the children was a
son whose name was Loammi meaning “for ye are
not my people, and I will not be your God.” (Hosea
1:9) Yet the next verse tells us, Yet the number of the
children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea,
which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it
shall come to pass, that in the place where it was
said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall
be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living
God.” Seeming to ignore His own divorce law, God
continues to tell Israel through the prophet Hosea,
“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her
into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto
her.” (Hosea 2:14) Then in verses 19 & 20 He says,
“And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I
will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. I
will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and
thou shalt know the LORD.”
I believe that this clearly tells us that Israel is
to be the bride of Christ commonly referred to in
7

Scripture, but since she had been divorced from God
and had gone after other gods, how could she, according to the law, return to be the bride of Christ or God.
I believe the answer again is to be found in Romans
7:1. Once Christ died, He was free to remarry Israel
without violating His law.
Jesus made the statement in Matt. 5:17,
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or
the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.” Fulfilling the law is much different than keeping
the law. To keep the law one would have to go along
with the ritual that would be carried out by the priests.
Fulfilling the law means filling it up so that it need not
be kept any longer.
Lev. 17:11 says, “For the life of the flesh is
in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the
altar to make an atonement for your soul: for it is
the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”
As we stated at the beginning of this article, God is
willing to accept a substitute life for our life to prevent
us from having to go through the second death. As we
can see from the above verse, God considers the blood
to be the life. Of course we all know that if we lose
too much blood, we will die a mortal death so blood is
critical to our living. We often speak of the sacrifices
that were required in the Old Covenant as blood sacrifices. The blood represented the life so they are actually life sacrifices. To fulfill these sacrifices, as the
sacrifice Christ had to die, but in the process He had to
shed blood, the reason that the soldier pierced his side
so that blood and water gushed out while He was on
the cross.
There are a number of sacrifices required by
law, but keep in mind that Christ made Himself the
sacrifice for all of these and fulfilled the laws concerning them so that they were no longer to be kept.
Though I should say that His fulfilling the law did not
do away with the law, it was just fulfilled. Nothing
more could be added to fulfill it.
The most important thing that we need to remember is that Christ dying on the cross was an act of
love. As tragic as His crucifixion was, and I think that
we need to make ourselves cognizant of that tragedy, it
was because of God’s love for us. Not only did he
make it law that the price of sin is death and that He
required a substitute life for our life, sinners that we

are, but He gave His own life in the personage of His
Son Jesus Christ as that substitute for our life. John
3:16-17 tells us, “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting (age lasting) life. For God sent not His Son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through Him might be saved.”
JRL
The wise in heart will receive commandments:
but a prating fool shall fall. Prov. 10:8
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