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A TRIBUTE TO MOTHERS 
AND GRANDMOTHERS 

Recently one of our grandsons sent the following 
poem to his grandmother.  With Mother’s Day 
coming up, I thought this was a good tribute to 
mothers as well as to grandmothers.  I hope you 
enjoy it. 

Through thinking and deliberation 
Of facts that would astound 

I’ve decided to give the locations 
Of where all good Grandmothers can be found. 

 
In gentle, peaceful, and quiet homes 

In any country, state, or town 
That leave good memories with age who come 

That’s where good  Grandmothers will be found . 
 

In the hearts of all her grandchildren 
With her wisdom and knowledge sound 

Guiding them through love and experience 
This is where good Grandmothers can be found. 

 
From the stately and productive garden 

To the kitchen crafting feasts that are worthy 
Of a crown 

To the playroom bringing books to life 
To the two year old on her lap 

Is where all good Grandmothers  
Are sure to be found 

In the church studying her Bible 
And singing hymns unto the Lord,  
Seeing to it that the truth and her 

 

Grandchildren’s  hearts together are bound 
Showing by example how to use the  

Mightiest of swords 
This is where any good Grandmother will  

Always be found.  
Zachary Pogue 

 
 
 
 
 

In our last issue we were looking at John 
11 where we had a discussion of Martha.  We had 
read verses 16-27.  We need to re-read verses 25-
26 as we proceed.  )  Back in vs. 20, we read that 
Mary sat “still” in the house.  We’re not told if 
she knew Jesus had come.  There is not a Greek 
word for the English word “still”.  Inserting it 
here by the translators is a bit misleading.  It 
would appear that Mary probably didn’t know 
Jesus had come until Martha told her secretly, but 
when she knew, she hurried out to meet Him.  
Jews who had come to grieve with them, thinking 
that she went to the grave to grieve, went with 
her. 

I once read an article in which the author 
speculated that Mary, the sister of Martha, was the 
same Mary as Mary Magdalene.  As I say, it is 
speculation, but if it is true, it would further ex-
plain more of what happened here and in chapter 
12.  The author explained, as we have already 
mentioned that this family was quite wealthy and 
at the time we are dealing with them in chapter 
11, their parents were both deceased.  The author 
believes that in addition to their holdings in Beth-
any and Jerusalem, they also owned property in 
Magdala which was in Galilee.  Mary had appar-
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ently waivered morally, had left their home in 
Bethany and had gone to Magdala, thus the name 
Magdalene, or Mary from Magdala.  At some 
point her sins caught up to her.  Luke 8:2 tells us 
that she had seven demons cast out of her.  We’re 
not told that Jesus cast them out, but I believe we 
can assume this.  This apparently humbled Mary 
greatly.  So if the two Marys are one and the 
same, it would explain her humbling herself as 
she did in vs. 32.  We might remember that Mary 
Magdalene was the first person who Christ ap-
peared to after His resurrection.   

Mary too, told Jesus that had He been 
there Lazarus would not have died.  When Jesus 
saw her weeping plus the Jews who had followed 
her out of her house weeping also, we are told that 
Jesus became troubled in spirit and wept also. 

When He asked where they had laid Laza-
rus, they took Him to a cave that had a stone seal-
ing it off.  When He asked them to remove the 
stone, Martha objected saying that by this time 
Lazarus would be stinking, apparently forgetting 
that she had indicated to Him that all things were 
possible through Him.  Jesus simply asked her, 
“Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest be-
lieve, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” 

When the stone was rolled away, Jesus 
prayed a prayer of thanksgiving that God had 
heard Him.  I think this would indicate that Jesus 
had prayed for Lazarus already either when He 
heard how sick he was or sometime before He 
arrived at the grave.  He said His prayer here was 
so that people who were standing by would know 
that the Father had sent Him.  He then called for 
Lazarus to come forth which He did, still bound in 
the grave clothes.  

Many of the people seeing this believed.  
However, though it is hard to believe that anyone 
witnessing this would not believe, some immedi-
ately went to tell the Pharisees what had hap-
pened. 

(Read John 11:47-54)  The chief priests 
and the Pharisees were panicked not knowing 
what to do.  They called a council together to try 
to decide what they could and should do.  The 
high priest at the time, Ciaphas, said the only 
thing they could do was to kill Him.  If they did-
n’t, they felt the Romans would take their place, 
or their position, and nation.  They believed they 
were the rightful rulers of the nation and were 
very much afraid of losing that position.  I believe 

that, as we saw in the parable of the vineyard, 
they knew who He was, but since He didn’t fit 
their mold of a Messiah and did not glorify them, 
they had to kill Him.  Caiaphas’ pronouncement 
actually fulfilled the requirement of choosing the 
lamb on the tenth day of the month in preparation 
for the real Passover Feast.  (Ex. 12:3) 

So, though the high priest probably was 
not aware of what he had said or done, he started 
the real Passover Feast process.  But notice vs. 52, 
“And not for that nation only, but that also he 
should gather together in one the children of 
God that were scattered abroad.”  So Christ’s 
sacrifice was not for the Jews only, nor for Israel 
only, but for all the children of God that were 
scattered abroad. 

Jesus then had to leave Jerusalem for a 
time for His safety.  He went to a town called 
Ephraim about 16 miles west of Jerusalem.  (Read 
John 11:55-57) As we mentioned above, the time 
of the Feast of Passover was near at hand, the 
Passover Feast when Jesus became our Passover 
Lamb.  Jesus had become a wanted man so far as 
the chief priests and the Pharisees were concerned 
and they had ordered anyone seeing Jesus to tell 
them that they might take Him.  He was a curiosi-
ty among the people as they wondered if He 
would attend the feast or not. 

(Read John 12:1-8)  Jesus returned to 
Bethany six days before the Passover and again 
entered the house of Lazarus, Martha and Mary.  
They prepared a supper for Him and Martha 
served it, but Lazarus sat at the table with Jesus.  
We’re told that Mary took a container of spike-
nard and anointed Jesus’ feet and then dried His 
feet with her hair.  (The concordance says this 
was genuine nard.  My dictionary says that nard is 
an aromatic Himalayan plant.  This might explain 
why it was so expensive if it had to be obtained 
from that far away.) This again gives us an idea of 
Mary’s humbleness before Jesus.  But Judas Iscar-
iot spoke up saying the spikenard should have 
been sold and the money given to the poor. John 
tells us that this wasn’t because Judas cared for 
the poor, but that he was the treasurer of the group 
and held their money, but John tells us he was a 
thief.  I think we have to consider what John says 
here of Judas when we consider why he betrayed 
Jesus a little later.   

Jesus does not say anything about the pos-
sibility of Judas being a thief, but rather tells Ju-
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das to leave Mary alone as she was doing this for 
His burying.  Remember, this was the way they 
dealt with their dead.  Instead of burying them 
underground as we do today, they buried them in 
caves or large hollowed out stones when they 
could find them.  To keep the odor down they 
would put aromatic oils and ointments on the 
body.  Here Jesus says she is doing this ahead of 
time.  Then He tells them that they would always 
have the poor, but they would not always have 
Him.   

(Read John 12:9-11)  Lazarus had also be-
come a “want-to-see” personality along with Je-
sus, so when both of them were at the same place 
(Lazarus’ home), many people came to see them 
both.  This caused the chief priests to begin to 
think they ought to kill Lazarus also because 
many people were believing in Jesus as a result of 
seeing Lazarus and learning the story of his resur-
rection.  

(Read John 12:12-19)  It is interesting how 
the Holy Spirit works.  What made the people 
who had come to the feast go forth to meet Jesus 
acknowledging Him as their King?  The chief 
priests and the Pharisees were doing everything 
they could to arrest Him and kill Him.  Yet, as 
prophesied, Jesus rides a young donkey into Jeru-
salem with great crowds of people praising Him 
as their King.  The prophecy is taken primarily 
from Zechariah 9:9 which says, “Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jeru-
salem: behold, thy king cometh unto thee: he is 
just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding 
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.” 

The disciples did not understand the sig-
nificance of the events at the time.  I think we 
have to understand how the people learned the 
Scriptures at that time.  Since scrolls had to be 
hand copied, there was very few available as a 
result.  They learned Scripture from hearing it in 
the synagogue.  The accounts we have of Jesus in 
the synagogue usually had to do with Him reading 
the Scriptures.  I believe men like the apostles 
could read and write, but access to Scriptures 
were limited.  I believe this to be part of the rea-
son they didn’t understand, the other, they had not 
seen the whole picture yet.  However they had 
good memories as John tells us in vs. 16, “when 
Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that 
these things were written of him, and that they 
had done these things unto him.” Keep in mind 

that John was one of the apostles, so he is indict-
ing himself here as well. 

People who had witnessed the resurrection 
of Lazarus and others who had heard about it 
came to Jesus.  This disturbed the Pharisees great-
ly.  All of their efforts to blunt Jesus’ ministry had 
accomplished nothing they felt.  It appeared to 
them that everybody was following Jesus. 

(Read John 12:20-36)  I’m not sure of the 
significance of verses 20-22.  Many of the Greeks 
were descendants of the Israelites of the Assyrian 
captivity.  We don’t know that this is the case 
with these Greeks, but the fact that they had come 
to Jerusalem to worship might indicate they were 
of Israelite heritage.  We’re not told whether they 
were able to see Jesus.  His answer seems to take 
us into another thought, but this answer may have 
been directed to these Greeks.  We’ve seen that to 
this point, even though Jesus has several times 
told His disciples that He would be killed and 
raised on the third day, they have never accepted 
this yet.  His explanation of a grain of wheat hav-
ing to die in order to bring forth much fruit ap-
plies to Himself, of course.  The fruit He will 
bring forth is specified in verses 25 and 26.  The 
life eternal is the resurrected life, not mortal life.  
When Jesus says in vs. 26 that he who follows 
Him will be where Jesus is, He is speaking of 
where He will be during that “eternal or age-
lasting life”, not where He is now in heaven.   

In vs. 27 the easy thing for Him to say 
would have been, “Father, save me from this 
hour.” But what was about to happen was the 
very reason why He came the first time, so, in ef-
fect, He says it would be foolish to ask to be 
saved from it.  Instead, He says, “Father, glorify 
thy name.”  He is in complete submission to the 
will of the Father. 

A voice from heaven answered saying “I 
have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 
People didn’t seem to recognize it as the voice of 
the Father, some thinking it was just thunder and 
others saying an angel spoke to Him.  Jesus clari-
fied that the voice was for the sake of the people 
that were there. 

Then Jesus said, “Now is the judgment of 
this world: now shall the prince of this world 
be cast out.”  I believe one has to understand the 
big picture to understand what is meant here.  It is 
usually thought that Satan, or the devil, is what is 
considered the prince of this world.  However, 



4 

 

there is no place in Scripture where God gives the 
authority, or dominion, to a fallen angel or what-
ever one might consider Satan or the devil to be.  
However, twice He gives that authority to a man, 
first in Genesis 1:26-28 where He gave that do-
minion to Adam. (Read)  This then later became 
known as the birthright and was passed from fa-
ther to son until Noah.  Though we are not told so 
specifically, the things that happened from Noah 
on indicates that Noah passed it to Shem, who 
then passed it to his descendant, Isaac.  From 
Isaac it went to Jacob who divided it and gave the 
scepter, or dominion, to Judah and the fruitfulness 
mandate to Joseph.  We see the dominion then 
manifested in King David and his descendants.  
When King Nebuchadnezzar put Judah and King 
Zedekiah into subjection of himself we see a 
change.  (Read Daniel 2:37-38)  Following Nebu-
chadnezzar was what is known as the Babylonian 
succession of empires, Babylon, Persia, Greece 
and Rome.  These empires were the rulers of the 
then known world.  The rulers of these empires 
were the “prince of this world.”  In the book of 
Revelation, John sees this fourth empire manifest-
ed as a great red dragon.  In Rev. 12:9, John tells 
us, “And the great dragon was cast out, that 
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world:” We won’t go into 
an explanation of what John is talking about in 
this lesson, only that he refers to that dragon, the 
fourth great empire as that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan.  This should suffice for our pur-
poses here to understand who the prince of this 
world is.  However, we need to keep in mind that 
there is more to God’s plan and purpose.  (Read II 
Samuel 7:10-16)  God unconditionally promised 
David that His throne would continue for ever.  
As we studied the book of Jeremiah, we saw that 
the last legitimate inheritor of the throne, Jehoi-
achin, or Coniah, was taken captive by Nebuchad-
nezzar to never sit on the throne again and God 
pronounced a curse against him that none of his 
descendants would sit on the throne.  However, 
we found that the throne itself was maintained 
through the daughters of Zedekiah, but the domin-
ion enjoyed by David and his descendants up to 
this point had been removed temporarily. 

This takes us to John 12:31.  Jesus said, 
“Now is the judgment of the world”  The world 
was found guilty.  The penalty is death.  But be-
cause God so loved the world, Jesus, the Creator, 

took on that penalty Himself.  Though we have 
seen the last of the Babylonian succession of em-
pires continue to rule the world for nearly another 
2000 years, and now we’re faced with the beast of 
Revelation 13:2 which is a conglomerate of all 
four of these kingdoms, their destruction was de-
termined at that judgment.  We see evidence to-
day of that destruction as the various arms of that 
beast fight a losing battle to retain their dominion, 
but their fight will be to no avail as the judgment 
has already been rendered.   

Then Jesus says that if He be lifted up 
from the earth, He will draw ALL men to Him.  
He was lifted up when He was crucified, thus ulti-
mately all men will be drawn to Him.  To me, if 
we can see the whole picture, we have a hope be-
yond all hope when we see Jesus sitting on the 
throne of David with all dominion restored to that 
throne.  Though we have yet to see this, that it 
would happen was the purpose of the first coming 
of Jesus.  The second coming is to bring the king-
dom over which the King on the throne of David 
will rule.   

I hope that we all can see the big picture at 
least to some degree. 

(Read John 12:34-36)  In Psalms 89:29 the 
psalmist is speaking of King David when he says, 
“His seed also will I make to endure for ever, 
and his throne as the days of heaven.”  Micah 
4:7 says, “And I will make her that halted a 
remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong 
nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in 
mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.”  I 
believe he is referring to Judah as the one that 
halted, or was lame, and Israel as the one cast off. 

  Most of the prophets had only what was 
revealed to them, plus the law. We have talked 
before of God’s will and His purpose possibly be-
ing different from each other.  It was His will that 
the people of Christ’s day would repent and turn 
to Him, but it was His plan that Jesus would die 
on the cross that He might provide justification 
for all men and that He would establish His King-
dom here on the earth.  Because they could not 
see this whole plan, it was their understanding 
that when Christ would come, His kingdom 
would be established at that time based on some 
of the prophecies like those we’ve read.  So when 
Jesus said He must be lifted up, this confused 
them as they apparently understood what being 
lifted up meant.  So to them, if Jesus had to die, 
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who was the real Messiah?  I think we can under-
stand their thinking.   

Jesus’ answer may not have helped much.  
But as I read verses 34 & 35, I realized something 
in my own life.  A few years ago I ran for a public 
office.  I had some detractors because of my Bib-
lical belief.  The first one called me and wanted 
an explanation of what she perceived as  the prob-
lem with my Biblical beliefs.  I first told her I 
could not give her a short explanation over the 
phone, but when she persisted I made an effort to 
give her a Biblical explanation.  I made a mistake.  
Without her having the “light of His word,” she 
was never going to understand what I told her. I 
realized we live in two different worlds.  My 
world is one of hope, love, forgiveness and joy.  
Hers is one of despair, hatred, grudges and sad-
ness even though she professes to love everybody 
so that we all can get along.  Her words and her 
works betray her.  I had not realized how deep 
and wide the gulf is between those who truly have 
and believe in the “light” and those who don’t, 
including many who actually profess to believe in 
that ”light.” The gulf seems to widen and deepen 
the more one studies and understands that “light.” 

(Read John 12:37-41)  We have to under-
stand what was happening in Isaiah’s time as well 
as Christ’s time to understand why God would 
blind the people’s eyes and harden their hearts.  
Isaiah was a prophet primarily to Israel, the 
Northern Kingdom, following the dividing of the 
whole kingdom after Solomon’s death.  When the 
kingdom divided, Jereboam became king of Israel 
and Rehoboam, son of Solomon, became king of 
Judah, or the Southern Kingdom.  Jereboam, to 
keep the Israelites from going back to Jerusalem 
where the temple was to worship, placed two 
golden calves in Israel and told the people those 
were their gods that they were to worship.  These 
idols were never removed and they led to more 
and more idol worship.  The people, despite urg-
ing by Isaiah and other prophets to repent and turn 
to God, refused.  Their ultimate judgment was to 
be taken captive by Assyria and be removed from 
the land never to return.  But the blinding of their 
eyes and hardening of their hearts were part of 
God’s judgment on them as well.  The same ap-
plied to Judah in Christ’s time.  The same thing is 
happening to us today. 

(Read John 12:42, 43)  Does this not 
sound like people you know today?  It is difficult 

to not be intimidated by what others might say 
about what you believe.  This is especially true 
when you are in the minority.  The Pharisees were 
the majority, if not in numbers, definitely in influ-
ence.   

(Read John 12:44-50)  Have you ever had 
guilt hang over you for days because of something 
you said that you knew you shouldn’t have said or 
because you did not respond properly to some-
thing that was said to you or asked of you?  I 
think most of us have.  This is the type of judg-
ment Jesus is talking about here.  Failure to re-
spond to His Word will in itself judge us.  Jesus’ 
interest was in saving the world.  We will become 
our own judges when confronted with the Su-
preme Judge.  JRL 
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 The words “birthright” first appears in our 
Bible in Gen. 25 where Esau’s selling of his birth 
right to Jacob is announced.   What was this “birth 
right”?  Is it important?  Why? Is it important to-
day?  Why? In this presentation, I would like to 
present my understanding of this important sub-
ject and hopefully answer these questions.  
Though the specific name isn’t mentioned very 
much in scripture, but understanding what it is 
and following it through scripture will show us its 
importance I believe. The name comes from the 
word “bekorah”  in the Hebrew and “prototokia” 
in the Greek.  It infers the right or status of the 
firstborn, usually referring to the firstborn son.  
Every firstborn son by the fact the he is the first to 
be born usually has additional responsibilities that 
don’t normally apply to those born after and very 
often is compensated in some way above that of 
later brothers, such as receiving a double portion 
of the inheritance.  There was a time in recent his-
tory that the father’s business, upon the father’s 
death, fell to the oldest son as a birth right.  Times 
have changed in our day so that this isn’t as im-
portant as it once was.  But I believe that it is im-
portant that we understand the concept from a 
scriptural standpoint to fully understand the whole 
story that God has presented to us in scripture. 
 What is it?  In Genesis 1:27-28 we’re told, 
“So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them.  And God blessed them, and 
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth.”  In what I 
have underlined, we have two commandments, or 
two mandates that God gave to Adam and Eve, 
commonly referred to as the fruitfulness mandate 
and the dominion mandate.   Whatever else that 
might have gone from a father to his first born, I 
believe that these two mandates were included 
from Adam to Seth, and Seth to Enos, etc. as a 
birthright.  The apostle Peter tells us in II Peter 
2:5, “And spared not the old world, but saved 
Noah the eighth person, a preacher of right-
eousness, bringing in the flood upon the world 
of the ungodly:”.  Exploring the term “Noah the 

eighth person, a preacher of righteousness”, if 
we go back to Genesis and look at the genealogy 
of Noah, we find that Noah was actually the ninth 
first born person in the Adamic family.  They are 
in order, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, 
Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, and Noah.  The fifth 
chapter of Genesis tells us that Jared lived eight 
hundred years after he begat Enoch.  Gen. 5:21-24 
tells us, “And Enoch lived sixty and five years, 
and begat Methuselah: And Enoch walked 
with God after he begat Methuselah three hun-
dred years, and begat sons and daughters: And 
all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty 
and five years: And Enoch walked with God: 
and he was not: for God took him.” So Enoch’s 
father Jared lived another four hundred thirty-five 
years after God took Enoch, so Enoch was left out 
of the list that Peter was referring to.  This tells 
me that each of these men had something special 
that they left to their son or in the case of Jared, to 
his firstborn grandson.  I believe that what was 
left to each succeeding son was these two man-
dates which I consider to be their special birth-
right.  
 Noah in turn left the birthright to his son 
Shem.  However with the exception of Shem, life 
expectancy was substantially reduced after the 
flood so that several generations succeeded Shem 
while he was still alive including the generation of 
Abraham.  Shem lived a total of six hundred years 
and would have been five hundred twenty when 
the miracle birth of Isaac took place.  I think we 
can assume then that the birthright, the dominion 
mandate and the fruitfulness mandate, went to 
Isaac from Shem.  From Adam to Isaac, the men 
who had received this birth right were technically 
the rulers of the land, though because the men and 
tribes ruled their own households and were ex-
panding in all directions,  the need for a central-
ized government was not needed yet. 
 Abraham had an older son by his wife Ha-
gar, Ishmael.  However, instead to passing this 
birth right to the older son, Shem apparently 
chose to pass it to the first son of the wife Isaac 
loved, Sarah. Since Isaac was the son of the prom-
ise that God had promised Abraham and Sarah, 
God ordained that all the promises that He made 
to Abraham were to go to Isaac.  So not only did 
Isaac receive the birthright, but the promises and 
great wealth of Abraham as well. In Genesis 17, 
Abraham feels time is running out for God’s 

THE BIRTHRIGHT 
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promises of a son by Sarah to happen so he asks 
God to take Ishmael as that son of the promise. 
Starting in verse 19, God answers him, “Sarah 
thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou 
shalt call his name Isaac; and I will establish 
my covenant with him for an everlasting cove-
nant, and with his seed after him.  And as for 
Ishmael, I have heard thee: I have blessed him, 
and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, 
and I will make him a great nation.  But my 
covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sa-
rah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the 
next year.” Then we find, “And Abraham gave 
all that he had unto Isaac.  But unto the sons of 
the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham 
gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his 
son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east 
country.” (Gen. 25:5-6) Keep in mind the trans-
fer of the birthright was from Shem to Isaac, not 
Abraham,  in accordance with God’s plan. 
 The birth right then passed to Jacob, but 
here we find a couple of interesting twists.  Jacob 
apparently understood the great value of the birth-
right whereas his older brother Esau did not.  
Most of us are familiar with the story of Esau sell-
ing the birthright, which would have been his by 
right of being the firstborn.  The book of Jasher 
adds to the story by telling us that Esau came 
home, where Jacob was, exhausted from fleeing 
from the men of Nimrod, the early leader of Bab-
ylon because Esau had killed him.  Nimrod 
claimed to have the clothing God made for Adam 
of animal skins and having this clothing he be-
lieved that this gave him the right to rule over all 
the people.  We’re not told whether Esau took the 
skins thinking the same as Nimrod or not, but the 
point was that he was exhausted by the time he 
returned home very hungry and agreed to give 
Jacob the birthright in return for a bowl of pot-
tage. This is the first time we see a potential in-
heritor of the birth right trading it away, but this 
transaction was apparently sanctioned by God as 
part of His overall plan.   
 We won’t go into the story in this article, 
but we need to be aware that Jacob had a confron-
tation with God at the brook Jabok the result of 
which, God gave him the name Israel, meaning 
“ruling with God.” Jacob then had twelve sons, 
four of which were the first born of their mothers.  
In Gen. 49 Jacob gathered his sons together and 

pronounced blessings and curses on them.  He did 
a strange thing with the birthright by dividing the 
two mandates and giving them each to two of his 
sons, Judah receiving the dominion mandate and 
Joseph receiving the fruitfulness mandate.  Reu-
ben was the oldest, so it would have been as-
sumed that he would have received the birth right 
outright.  But I Chron. 5:1-2 tells us, “Now the 
sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he 
was the firstborn; but, forasmuch as he defiled 
his father’s bed, his  birthright was given unto 
the sons of Joseph the son of Israel; and the 
genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birth-
right. For Judah prevailed above his brethren, 
and of him came the chief ruler; but the birth-
right was Joseph’s.)  We’re told in Gen. 35:22 
that “Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his fa-
ther’s concubine: and Israel heard it.”  This 
was the cause of Reuben losing the birthright.   
 As we follow each part of the birthright, 
there is a twist in each part.  Let’s look at Judah 
first.  In Gen. 38 we have the story of Judah mar-
rying a Canaanite woman who had a baby boy the 
named Er.  When he was grown, Judah took a 
wife for Er named Tamar. However Er was very 
wicked and God slew him before he had any chil-
dren.  The custom was that if an older son died 
before he had children, his next younger brother 
was to take the first son’s wife and have children 
by her in the name of the older son.  So Judah 
gave Tamar to his second son Onan, but Onan re-
fused to have children by Tamar and raise up seed 
to his brother.  As a result, God slew Onan.  Judah 
had a third son, Shelah, but he was too young to 
marry.  So Judah told Tamar that if she would re-
main a widow in her father’s house, when Shelah 
grew up, Judah would give Tamar to Shelah to 
raise up children to his older brother, Er.  Howev-
er time passed and Judah’s wife died and he for-
got his promise to Tamar.  The time came for him 
to go up to his sheepshearers in Timnath.  Tamar 
was told that he was going, so she put off her wid-
ows garments, put on a vail and positioned herself 
on the way to Timnath.  Judah, thought her to be a 
harlot and did not recognize her because of the 
vail.  He turned into her and asked if he could 
come in into her.  She asked how he would pay 
her.  He said that he would send a kid from the 
flock.  She asked what he would give her that she 
might be sure he would keep his pledge suggest-
ing that he give her his signet, his bracelets and 



8 

 

 

his staff.  He agreed to this and went in into her 
and she conceived. She put off her vail and put 
her widow’s garments back on and when to her 
father’s house.  Judah sent the kid from the flock  
by a friend, but the friend could not find her.  
About three months later Judah was told that his 
daughter-in-law was with child.  Judah demanded 
that she be brought before him that she might be 
punished.  She told him she was with child by the 
man who was the owner of the signet, bracelets 
and staff that she presented before him.  Seeing 
this Judah realized his great mistake saying that 
she was more righteous than he.   
 When it came time for the child to be 
born, it turned out that there were twins in her 
womb.  One of the twins stuck his hand out and 
the midwife tied a scarlet string to his finger as 
she figured he would be the first born.  He pulled 
his hand back in and his brother was born first and 
then the second son was born.  The first born was 
named Pharez and the one with the scarlet thread 
was named Zarah.  It was on these twins that  the 
dominion mandate rested.  While these two broth-
ers eventually went separate ways, both of their 
descendants played significant roles so far as the 
mandate is concerned.   
 I’m sure that most of you are familiar with 
the story of Joseph being sold into slavery in 
Egypt by his brothers.  While sold into slavery, 
Joseph impressed his captors so much that he 
eventually not only was released, but ruled all of 
Egypt under the Pharaoh.  A drought forced Jacob 
to send his sons to Egypt to buy grain, and after a 
very interesting series of events, was finally reu-
nited to his beloved son Joseph whom he thought 
was dead.  During this time Joseph had married 
and had two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. To 
shorten our story, hearing that his father Jacob/
Israel was sick, he took his two sons and went to 
visit Jacob.  The first thing Jacob/Israel did was to 
adopt the two boys as his own.  As I mentioned 
above, for further understanding, that it was cus-

tomary that  the son receiving the birthright also 
received a double portion of the father’s estate.  
By adopting these two boys as his own Jacob/
Israel assured Joseph that he would receive a dou-
ble inheritance.  Jacob/Israel blessed the two boys 
putting the younger, Ephraim, ahead of the older, 
Manasseh, against Joseph’s objections, saying 
that Ephraim would become a multitude of na-
tions and that Manasseh would become a great 
nation.  Following this, Jacob/Israel blessed all of 
his sons saying of Judah, “The scepter shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from be-
tween his feet, until Shiloh come and unto him 
shall the gathering of the people be,”  (Gen. 
49:10) and of Joseph as part of his blessing, 
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful 
bough by a well, whose branches run over the 
wall.”  (Gen. 49:22) 
We will continue this in our next issue. JRL 


