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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

JOHN
We want to continue our study of the Gospel of John with the 28th verse of chapter 14.
(Read John 14:28-31) If they loved Jesus, He
says that they should have rejoiced when He told
them that He was going away, but will come
again unto them. At this point, I’m sure this
would have been difficult for the disciples to understand. In retrospect I believe we can see why
they would have rejoiced, but they may not have
fully understood what He meant until the day of
Pentecost which was 50 days away. But so that
they might believe, He is telling them ahead of
time what is going to happen. Then He tells them,
that so the world may know that He loves the Father, He is going to do what the Father tells Him,
which we know is to submit to the crucifixion.
With that they left to go to the Garden of Gethsamane.
(Read John 15:1-17) Jesus continues to
teach His disciples. It may help in understanding
the first 8 verses to read Isa. 5:1-6. We could substitute the term “kingdom” for vineyard as this is
talking about establishing Israel (His kingdom) in
the land of Canaan. Everything was provided for
the vineyard to prosper, but it did not. Instead of
the people of Israel bringing in the fruits of the
kingdom, they brought forth wild grapes, i.e. they
became disobedient to God and multiplied their
sins one upon another. The people themselves
had the choice of being the desired plant, or vine,
or being the wild plant that brought forth very undesirable fruit. They chose the latter by worshipping idols and disregarding God’s law. So God

tells them what He is going to do with the vineyard. He is going to take away the hedge (their
protection), and the wall will be trodden down
(again their protection). He is going to lay it
waste, not prune it, and allow briers and thorns to
come up in it. Then He is going to not allow it to
rain on it (i.e. His word will not come to them).
He looked for judgment, but found oppression; for
righteousness, but instead heard a cry from the
victimized. This is the story of Israel and Judah.
They came to the land of Canaan as one nation,
divided into two nations, both then became very
disobedient and failed to bring forth the fruit of
righteousness and judgment. Thus God caused
Israel to go into the Assyrian captivity, never to
return to the land of Canaan, and Judah to later go
into the Babylonian captivity. This destroyed the
vineyard as He said He would do. Though a portion of Judah were allowed to later return to the
land of Canaan, they were never a self ruling
kingdom for any length of time.
Now let’s go back to John 15. Jesus says
He is the true vine. The Father is the Husbandman. Though the people that Isaiah wrote about
had the chance to be the vine, they could not do
the job. Now the true vine has come that will last
forever and from which the fruit of righteousness
and judgment will come. This is the Old Covenant compared to the New Covenant. The people
could not do the job of being the vine in the Old
Covenant, i.e. they could not bring forth good
fruit. But now with the true vine, good fruit can
be brought forth because He can bring it about.
As in Isaiah, the vineyard, or kingdom, is still Israel, but with a new planting.
Dr. Bullinger, in his Companion Bible, has
a note on the term +“taken away” in vs. 2. He
says that “taken away” is a secondary meaning.

The primary meaning is to raise, take up, lift up.
He feels that this is in reference to the branches of
the vine that are on the ground and do not bear
fruit. The Husbandman lifts them up so that they
can get the sunshine and eventually produce fruit.
The branches that produce fruit must be
pruned that they might produce more and better
fruit. As people, we often find the pruning to be
painful at times, but I think we can look back in
retrospect and understand that it was necessary for
our growth.
The disciples are clean, they are ready to
be branches in the vine. They must abide in Him
to produce fruit, for the branch without the vine
cannot produce fruit. Vs. 6 is a little confusing.
We have to remember that we are talking about
the Kingdom, not the church. Once one accepts
justification, he or she becomes a part of the
church. This is never taken away once it is given.
However, if one has achieved kingdom citizenship, he can lose that citizenship for just cause. In
the law, there were numerous reasons for being
cast out of the congregation, i.e. losing citizenship, but there were ways in some cases to regain
it, in others it was permanent so far as ones mortal
life lasted. I believe here that if one ceases to
abide in Christ, for whatever reason, he or she
could be cast out and burned, or judged at the
Great White Throne and cast into the “lake of
fire.” We have discussed some in the past what
the lake of fire really means. As we have discussed before, I believe to be able to receive
whatever one asks for as in vs. 7, one has to be
totally in tune with or of the same mind as Christ.
This comes with sanctification, the second step to
full kingdom citizenship, the goal we should all
be working for.
Vs. 10 says that if we keep His commandments, we shall abide in His love. This is getting
beyond the point of thinking of what should I do
or not do, but rather it comes as second nature to
us. We develop this through practicing obedience. Many of the actions of a ball player become
second nature to him through hours and hours of
practice. The same goes with obedience to God’s
law. We need the practice. Jesus says we need to
keep His commandments as He kept His Father’s
commandments. To Him keeping His Father’s
commandments was second nature. We need to
remember that God’s laws are not grievous to
keep, but are for our benefit.
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Jesus repeats His commandment that they
should love one another as He has loved them.
This same commandment applies to us. His love
for the disciples and for us is the greatest love
there is, He laid down His life for our benefit.
Jesus says there is no greater love.
He tells His disciples He will no longer
call them servants, but rather friends. We will
later get into the doctrine of sonship, a closer relationship than friendship. But a friend is someone
who you can tell your deepest secret to, or express
that which is most important to you. In His case,
He has told them all what the Father told Him,
thus He considers them friends. We’re then reminded of His sovereignty, He chose the disciples
and appointed them to the job He wants for them,
they did not choose Him.
(Read John 15:18-27) The word “Holy”
means “set apart”. Likewise the word “sanctify”
means “to set apart.” In Hebrew, “Holy” is translated from qodosh and in the Greek, hagios. Qadesh is the Hebrew word that is translated
“sanctify”, while hagiazo is the Greek word translated “to sanctify”. Jesus is saying that if we are
holy or sanctified, the goal that we all want to
strive for, we are set apart from the world. The
world does not like someone who is set apart from
them, not because one who is set apart does some
kind of damage to the world or hurts others in
some way. I’m not sure how to explain why, it is
a mystery to me. Usually ones who are working
to be sanctified by God are the workers in a community, the ones who work to get things done for
the benefit of the community. They are first to
help those in need of help. Yet they are hated because of it. Jesus is saying here that because they
hate Him, and He that sent Him, they will hate
you. Usually this hatred is not something expressed in violence or anything like that, though
there are instances where this is the case, but a
person working to be sanctified will just not feel
part of the society they live in. Since Jesus as
Lord is greater than the servant, and since they
persecuted Him, they will persecute those who
love Him. At the time of the apostles, there were
two major sources of persecution of Christians,
the Jews and the Roman government. Part of the
reason for persecution from the Roman government came because of the behavior of the Jews as
the Roman government didn’t distinguish between Judaism and Christianity at first. The Jews

who had rejected Christ were the major source of
persecution of the apostles. Jesus says that if He
had not come and talked to these Jews they would
not have had sin, but since He came and talked to
them, they had no cloak to hide their sin. The
same applied to the works that He did in their
presence. Now that they had seen the works, they
hated both Jesus and the Father that sent Him.
Jesus says that this had to happen to fulfill prophecy “They hated me without a cause.” This
phrase is found in the Psalms several times as David uses the phrase concerning himself, but it is
also recognized as a prophecy concerning Jesus
Christ.
Jesus then says that when the Comforter is
come, He will testify of Jesus as will the apostles
because they had been with Jesus from the beginning of His ministry. We know in retrospect that
the apostles did many miraculous things including
healing and raising people from the dead. They
did these things through the Holy Spirit, so certainly the Holy Spirit testified of Jesus through
these things. But in looking at the bigger picture,
the works of the Holy Spirit take on a far greater
aspect that we’ll explore as we continue our
study.
Jesus is continuing to teach His disciples
on the way to the garden of Gethsemane in chapter 16 of the book of John. (Read John 16:1-28)
In vs. 1 Jesus tells His disciples that He has told
them things that will come to pass, i.e. the last 2
or 3 chapters, so that when these things come to
pass they would not have cause to stumble. He
then tells them that they will be put out of the synagogues plus people who will kill them will think
they are doing a service to God. The apostle Paul
is a good example of who He is talking about before his conversion. Being put out of the synagogue was a serious matter. Being excommunicated from their synagogue was a serious social
excommunication as well as a religious one. Jesus says the reason for all of this is because they
(the people who will do these things to the disciples) do not know the Father or Jesus. As we will
see, these people who will do these things are the
religious leaders of that day. Really things haven’t changed that much in today’s world. If one
doesn’t conform to the religiously correct manner,
it is the religious leaders who will lead the persecution. But Jesus says that He is telling them
these things so that when they happen, they will
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remember that He told them of these things.
He didn’t tell these disciples these things
at the beginning of His ministry because He was
there with them, but the time of change has come.
In verses 5-7 Jesus speaks of His going away.
The word “go” in its various forms is translated
from several different Greek words which gives a
different connotation to the word. In vs. 5 the
word “go” indicates the manner of His going, i.e.
secretly, by His resurrection. This was the reason
that Peter could not follow Him at that time (John
13:36-38). In vs. 7, the word translated “go” expresses the fact of His going away. The word
translated “depart” indicates the change from
earth to heaven. The disciples did not comprehend the expediency of His going, thus they became sorrowful. To understand what “expedient”
meant at that time we need to look at John 18:14
as an example of what Caiaphas considered expedient. “Now Caiaphas was he, which gave
counsel to the Jews that it was expedient that
one man should die for the people.”
It was necessary for Jesus to “go” away
that the Comforter could come unto them. Jesus
says that when the Comforter comes He will
“reprove” the world of “sin”, “righteousness” and
“judgment.” The word translated “reprove” is
also translated “convict” and “convince” elsewhere. He then explains that the Comforter
would reprove the world of sin because they believe not on Him; of righteousness because He is
going to the Father and they would see Him no
more; and of judgment because the prince of this
world is judged.
Because the majority of the world do not
believe on Jesus, they will be held accountable for
their sin, thus will have to face the Judge of the
Universe at the Great White Throne of Judgment.
Because they refuse to believe Jesus, their sins are
not forgiven, thus they face the lake of fire judgment, or should we say restoration judgment.
The Holy Spirit, or the Comforter, will be
the one to convince the world of righteousness
since Jesus is no longer on the earth to do it as He
did during His ministry. His death and resurrection is our assurance of His righteousness. The
Holy Spirit is our teacher of this righteousness.
The prince of this world, as we have discussed in the past, is man’s rulership of the world,
the culmination of the Babylonian succession of
empires. This was judged and found guilty at the

death of Jesus on the cross. Thus, though it has
taken a long time as man knows time, it faces destruction which I believe we can see today in the
continuing breakdown of the political, economic
and religious systems of the world. While the final destruction has yet to take place, even the people within these entities are saying the end is coming as they know it.
I think it is difficult for us, because we
have the more complete story of what happened
after the day of Pentecost, to understand just how
the disciples felt and understood at that time. Jesus says He has much more to tell them, but not at
that time because they could not comprehend it
all. We’re not told later what all that He taught
these disciples after His resurrection, but the implication I get here is that Jesus is saying that the
Holy Spirit will teach them what He says He still
has to tell them. He goes on to tell them some of
what the Holy Spirit will teach them. He says the
Spirit will guide them into all truth. The word all
is the key word here I think. Most of us want details of things to come or changes that will be
made, etc., but I believe we need to learn to think
in principles. The Pharisees were trying to cover
all contingencies of the law as they rewrote the
law. As a result they became bogged down in legalism from which there was no way out except to
keep writing laws. We have the same problem
today with our justice system. We keep trying to
cover every contingency with the result that new
law books keep the printers in business. There is
no end to it. However, if we learned to think in
principles, applying principles to situations take
much less printer’s ink and would simplify things
greatly. As we look at the writings of Paul,
James, Peter, Jude and John in the New Testament, they are primarily teaching in principles.
So I believe that what Jesus is telling the disciples
here is that when the Holy Spirit is come, He will
guide them in these principles plus He will glorify
Jesus Christ. So when Jesus says “all truth”, He
is not talking about details, but rather all principles or truth.
The margin on my King James Bible offers a note on the phrase “for he shall receive of
mine” saying that it could or should say, “for he
shall receive what is mine.” Vs. 15 then verifies
that this includes all things that are the Father’s as
well.
Jesus tells them that in “a little while”

they would not see Him again, yet in “a little
while” they would see Him and He says this is
because He is going to the Father. The phrase “a
little while” left them trying to figure out what
He was saying. The thought came to me as I was
reading this, that once Jesus was taken down from
the cross and put in the tomb, they would never
see Him again. When He was resurrected, He
was a new man, He was not the same person they
saw put on the cross, yet He was the same Jesus
Christ. I believe we need to look toward resurrection in the same light. When we are resurrected,
we will not be the same person as before the resurrection, yet we will have the same identification.
Jesus tried to explain to them that they
were going to sorrow greatly, but that joy would
be replaced with great joy. Of course, we can
know this, being able to see the whole picture, but
place yourselves in the shoes of those disciples
and imagine what your feelings would be as
things progressed.
Jesus says that much of what He has told
the disciples has been proverbs, but the time will
come when He will show them plainly of the Father. Ferrar Fenton, in his translation of the Bible
renders verses 26 & 27 a little differently, but I
believe he makes it easier to understand, “In that
day you will ask in My Name; and I need not
tell you that I will Myself ask the Father on
your behalf: for the Father Himself loves you,
because you have loved Me, and have believed
that I came from the Father.” Up to this point
they haven’t asked of the Father anything in Jesus
Christ’s name, but now Jesus tells the disciples
that they should ask in Jesus’ name. Again, I believe this will be a little better understood when
we study the doctrine of Sonship in Paul’s epistles. Jesus then makes the point once again that
He came from the Father and He is going to return
to the Father.
(Read John 16:29-33) Jesus is now talking plainly to the disciples and they tell Him they
understand and know for sure that He knows all
things and that He came from the Father. Jesus
questions them as to whether they are sure about
this. He tells them that they are about to be scattered, every man to his own place. They are going to leave Him alone, but He says He is not
alone as the Father is with Him. He tells them that
He has told them these things that they might
4

have peace because in the world they are going to
have tribulation, but for them to be of good cheer
since He has overcome the world. I think it significant that He does not say that He has overcome the devil, but rather He has overcome the
world. We have been referring to the “prince of
this world” as the leadership of the Babylonian
succession of empires rather than some kind of
being called the devil or Satan, so for Jesus to say
that He has overcome the world confirms this in
my mind.
(Read John 17:1-8) This 17th chapter is
primarily a prayer for the disciples by Christ just
prior to his arrest. He first asks that the Father
glorify Him that He in turn can glorify the Father.
In our past lessons we have discussed the fact that
God first gave the dominion mandate to Adam
along with the fruitfulness mandate and then later
as we follow this dominion mandate which became a part of the “birthright” that was passed
from father to son until Noah, it went from Noah
to Shem to Isaac to Jacob. Jacob divided it and
gave the dominion mandate to Judah and the rest
of the birthright to Joseph. We find this dominion
mandate exercised by King David and his descendants down to Zedekiah. With the capture
and destruction of Jerusalem and King Zedekiah,
we saw in the book of Daniel that God temporarily took this mandate from David’s family and
gave it to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon
which was then held by the rulers of the Babylonian succession of empires. Now, with Jesus’
death and resurrection, Jesus tells us ahead of
time that He has conquered the world, thus the
dominion mandate goes to Him as He says in this
prayer, “As thou hast given him (Chr ist) power
(and/or authority) over all flesh.” Jesus then says
that the reason He has been given this authority is
so that He “should give eternal (age lasting) life
to as many as thou hast given him.” Two things
I think we should notice is first, it is God’s decision (His sovereignty) as to who will receive this
eternal life, not ours. Please understand that we
are talking only about the period of time in which
Christ will rule until all things are brought under
His feet. I believe that all people will be resurrected, but as Paul says in I Cor. 15:23, “every
man in his own order.”
The second thing is that this is the fruits of
the kingdom. While Israel and then the kingdoms
of the Babylonian succession of empires have had

the opportunity to bring forth this fruit, i.e. eternal
life, they have failed. Now, Jesus Christ, through
His sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection has
the power to bring forth life eternal.
He then says that this life eternal is so that,
first the disciples, then the men of the world will
know the Father, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom the Father has sent. Jesus says that
He has finished the work that the Father has given
Him to do on the earth. Now He asks to return to
His former glory with the Father. He has made
known the name of the Father to the disciples that
the Father has given Him JRL
(Read John 17:9-19) Jesus says He is not
praying for the world, but is praying for His disciples, those who the Father has given Him. Again
this confirms the sovereignty of God. He then
says that, “All mine are thine, and all thine are
mine.” Martin Luther made the statement that
any man can say that all mine are thine, but only
Jesus can say that all thine are mine. The word
“world” in vs. 11 & 12 is from the Greek kosmos
which refers to our physical world. The disciples
are going to still be in it, but Jesus is soon to leave
it to go to the Father
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up of matter and spirit. Matter is evil and spirit is
good, so when we die, only that which is matter
dies and the spirit continues to exist. This is
known as dualism. Though most won’t admit that
this is what they believe, I believe that the majority of people do believe it.
I would like to look at a few words that we
usually use rather loosely without really knowing
what they do mean. Most people that I have
talked to regard the soul and body or the spirit and
body to be separate entities. Soul and spirit are
used frequently in scripture, so let’s look at them
and how they are used.
Gen. 2:7 says, “And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
man became a living soul”. Let me rewrite the
last part of that verse using the original words for
some of the English words plus a definition that I
believe will help us understand better. “breathed
(nephach=to breath out) into his nostrils the
breath (neshamah, nishma=breath) of life, and
man became a living (chai=living, alive, lively)
soul (nephesh=animal soul). Nephesh is translated into a number of words, but life (119 times)
and soul (423 times) represent the most. Life
=soul and soul=life. It does not represent a separate part of the man, but rather life itself, what
causes man to be active. When man dies his soul,
his life, dies.
The Old Testament Hebrew word translated “spirit” with two exceptions is ruach. It means
spirit or wind. It is translated into several words
with the most prominent being breath (28 times),
spirit (232 times) and wind (90 times). We find
that spirit can refer to a number of “things such as
the spirit of God, the state of mind of the individual, an angel, be evil, a philosophy, plus many
other applications. I might point out one verse
where the word ruach is translated breath that I
think will help us understand that spirit is not a
separate part of man. Eccl. 3: 19 reads, “For that
which befalleth the sons of men befalleth
beasts; even one thing befalleth them; as the
one dieth, so dieth the other; yeah, they have
all one breath (ruach); so that a man hath no
preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity.”
In the New Testament the word “soul” is
translated from the Greek word pschue which has
the same meaning as nephesh in the Old Testament. I believe that if one were to substitute and

A STUDY OF

RESURRECTION
If you were to ask people what happens
when someone dies, I believe the majority would
answer that that person went to heaven. Comments such as “he or she is in a better place;” “he
or she is looking down on us now;” “he or she are
shaking hands with St. Peter;” “he or she have
passed through those golden gates;” “he or she is
waking up in glory” are just a few of the comments inferring that a person has gone to heaven.
I have gone to a number of funerals in my lifetime
and I can only remember one where the one delivering the eulogy indicated that the deceased
would be in the grave until the resurrection; nearly all the rest indicated the person had gone or
was going to heaven. A very high percentage of
the hymns that we sing speak of going to heaven.
Most of the evangelistic sermons that are
preached preach the reward of a good life is going
to heaven. I could go on and on about people’s
expectation that they will go to heaven when they
die. Is this Biblical? I submit that it is not, but
what the Bible really says about what happens
when one dies is very seldom taught.
I was once visiting with a cousin whose
mother had recently died when I made the mistake
saying that her mother had not gone to heaven.
She nearly became irrational telling me that her
mother could not be in that “old cold ground”, yet
she could not quote a scripture that supported her
belief. I had a lady write to me and some other
teachers and preachers asking us to tell her where
her deceased husband was? I was the only one
who answered her, but she did not want to believe
that he wasn’t in heaven, yet she could not prove
it to herself that he was in heaven from the scriptures. When it came to actual proof, she could not
find it to satisfy her mind.
So what does the scripture actually have to
say on the subject. Surprisingly it has quite a bit
to say, though for some reason it seems to be ignored, for the most part. But before we do a study
of the subject, let’s look at where some of the
false teaching comes from. Nobody wants to die,
so it is easy to accept when someone tells us that
we won’t die, but a part of us keeps living.
This was part of the mysticism that the
Greeks held to. They believed that we are made
6

word life for the word soul one would find that it
fits. The possible exception is Matt. 10:28, “And
fear not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Let me also quote a somewhat companion verse
and then I will try to explain why I believe the
word soul = life here. Luke 12:4, 5 says “And I
say unto you my friends, be not afraid of them
that kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do. But I will forewarn you
whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he
hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I
say unto you Fear him.”
The word “hell” in both verses comes
from the Greek word Gehenna or geena. This
word refers to the Valley of the Son of Hinnom.
At the time of Christ, this was the trash pile for
the city of Jerusalem, but its real importance in
our understanding of the use of the word takes us
back to Jer. 19. Jeremiah is instructed by God to
get an earthen bottle and to take the elders of the
people and the elders of the priests and to go to
the valley of the son of Hinnom and then he is to
give a message to the kings of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Thus saith the L0RD of
hosts, the God of Israel; Behold I will bring
evil upon this place, the which whosoever
heareth, his ears shall tingle. Because they
have forsaken me, and have estranged this
place, and have burned incense in it unto other
gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have
known, nor the kings of Judah, and have filled
this place with the blood of innocents; They
have built also the high places of Ba-al, to burn
their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Ba
-al, which I commanded not, nor spake it, neither came it into my mind: Therefore, behold,
the days come, saith the LORD, that this place
shall no more be called Tophet, nor The valley
of the son of Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter. (J er . 19:3-6) He then goes on to detail what
the judgment that He is bringing on Jerusalem
will mean. Then He tells Jeremiah to break the
bottle in the sight of the men that are with him,
then to tell them, “Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s
vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and
they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no
place to bury. Thus will I do unto this place,
saith the LORD, and too the inhabitants there7

of, and even make this city as Tophet:” (Jer.
19:11-12) and then continues to tell them that
their houses will all be defiled because they have
worshipped the false gods on the roofs of those
houses. The point I want to make is that this very
serious judgment was pronounced in this place so
that when we find the word “hell” translated from
Gehenna, it is a reference to judgment. Based on
this let me quote Matt. 10:28 again making some
substitutions that I think will help us understand
better, “And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul (life or legacy
that determines ones place in eternity), but rather
fear him which is able to destroy both soul (life
-legacy) and body in hell (Gehenna or judgment).
Obviously, only God has this power. Note it does
not say that He does this, but has the power to do
so.
The word “spirit” in the New Testament is
the Greek word pneuma and again has the same
meaning as ruach in the Old Testament. We have
the added element of the “Holy Spirit” or Holy
Ghost from the same Greek words, this being a
manifestation of God the Father. So each of us
can have a spirit (breath), a spirit (state of mind),
a spirit (our mind itself) but we do not have a spirit that is a part of us in the sense that when we die
that part of us continues to live as per the Greek
mythology.
One other myth that I feel we need to dispel before we see what the Bible actually says
about what happens when we die. That is the idea
that people who are not Christians go to a burning
hell where they are tortured for ever. I have often
thought that the main reason many people believe
this is that they know someone who they would
like to send there. Seriously, the word hell is
translated from the Hebrew word sheol, meaning
the unseen state, in the Old Testament and from
the Greek words Hades, meaning the unseen
world, Ghenna, meaning the Valley of Hinnom,
and Tartarus, to cast down to, in the New Testament. The only one of these that comes close to
the traditional fiery place of eternal torment is
Tartarus, a place in Greek mythology in the center of the earth which is a fiery prison. The apostle Peter uses it as the place where God has sent
the angels that sinned because he does not know
where they are, “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell
(tartarus), and delivered them into chains of

darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” (II
Peter 2:4) This is the only time the word is used
in scripture.
As we have mentioned before, Ghenna is
the Valley of the Son of Hinnom and at the time
of Christ was the trash pile of the city of Jerusalem, but as we explained earlier infers a place of
judgment. At the time the scriptures were written,
it, as a trash pile, burned continuously which
probably added to seriousness of the intent of the
authors that used the word. Fire is indicative of
God’s judgment in scripture. Verses such as
Matt. 5:22 add to the intent of the use of the word
hell (Ghenna=judgment) by adding the word fire.
“But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry
with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall
say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of
the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool,
shall be in danger of hell fire.” I’m sure that
Christ had the continuous burning trash pile in
mind that would add emphasis to what He said..
Both sheol and hades have the same meaning. The word sheol is translated grave 31 times
and hell 31 times and pit 3 times. Hades is translated grave 1 time and hell 10 times. In Acts 2:25
-28 the apostle Peter is quoting from a Psalm of
David in Psalms 16 which says, “I foresaw the
LORD always before my face, for He is on my
right hand, that I should not be moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was
glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:
because thou wilt not leave by soul in hell
(hades), neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One
to see corruption, thou has made known to me
the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy
with thy countenance.” Then in verse 31 Peter
says of David, “He seeing this before spake of
the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was
not left in hell (hades), neither his flesh did see
corruption”. I believe that it should be obvious
that “hell” here is the grave and that Christ did

spend 3 days in the grave or hell, but was resurrected from it. If one was to substitute the word
grave for the word hell where it is translated from
sheol or hades it would make sense.
I have to admit that I once subscribed to
what I refer to today as the heaven/hell doctrine
that is taught in one form or another in the majority of today’s churches until I was challenged to
prove what I believed. It was quite an eye opener
to me when I actually went to the scripture and
found that much of what I believed was not supported by scripture. It has been my intent so far in
this article to try to dispel some of what is unscriptural to kind of clear the field to present what
scripture actually says about resurrection. We w
ill continue this next month to try to present what
is actually said in scripture about resurrection.
JRL
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