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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

JOHN

In our last issue we were in the
midst of a prayer that Jesus was praying for His
disciples prior to His crucifixion as written in
John 17. We begin this issue with verse 9. (Read
John 17:9-19) Jesus says He is not praying for the
world, but is praying for His disciples, those who
the Father has given Him. Again this confirms
the sovereignty of God. He then says that, “All
mine are thine, and all thine are mine.” Martin
Luther made the statement that any man can say
that all mine are thine, but only Jesus can say that
all thine are mine. The word “world” in vs. 11 &
12 is from the Greek kosmos which refers to our
physical world. The disciples are going to still be
in it, but Jesus is soon to leave it to go to the Fa-
ther.

It is interesting that in this prayer, when
Jesus is praying for Himself, He prays to the Fa-
ther; when He is praying for the disciples, He
prays to the Holy Father; and in vs. 25 when
speaking of the world, He prays to the Righteous
Father. In vs. 11, He asks the Holy Father to
“keep through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me.” Ferrar Fenton translates
this “preserve by Your power”. Lamsa trans-
lates it, “protect them in thy name”. Then Jesus
says, “that they may be one, as we are.” “That
they may be one” is a request made five times in
this chapter. Paul, in his epistle to the Philippians
said in 1:27, “Only let your conversation be as
it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I
come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear
of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,

with one mind striving together for the faith of
the gospel;” and then in 2:2, “Fulfil ye my joy,
that ye be likeminded, having the same love,
being of one accord, or one mind.” I believe
that when Jesus asks that the disciples be one,
what Paul is saying here tells us what He is asking
for. Jesus is thinking of them being of one mind,
with one spirit. He is not asking that they all be
clones of each other, but rather that they all under-
stand the truth of His Word together. Today there
are many denominations and many divisions with-
in the denominations themselves. Usually what
separates one denomination from another is some
man made doctrine because few people actually
know what the Scriptures say. We are far from
being of one mind and being one accord. Jesus
was praying that this would not be the case with
the disciples and for the most part, they were of
one mind. Paul had a problem with Peter at one
time, but the problem was resolved and they
worked together as one even though they were
separated by many miles where they lived and
taught.

Jesus says that He has given His disciples
the word of God and the world hates them as a
result because they accepted it. They have been
obedient to His word, thus they are separated
from the world, and as we have mentioned before,
the world, though it can find no wrong with the
disciples, hates them. Jesus prays that God not
take them out of the world, but rather protect them
from evil. This protection is in two ways I be-
lieve. First, there is always the evil people who
want to do damage to other people. Second, evil-
ness has a way of working its way into our minds,
thus making us evil. I believe Jesus is asking for
protection from both.

Then He prays that the Father will sanctify



them through His truth, i.e. His Word. Sanctifica-
tion for us comes the same way. We need to learn
His Word and learn obedience to it. Jesus had
taught His disciples the truth, Jesus is asking, |
believe, that the Father reveal to them all that they
have been taught. We now know that He did this
through the Holy Spirit after the day of Pentecost.
Often we may be taught something, but we think
we forget it soon after because we have not had
the occasion to use what we were taught. Then
one day we are confronted with a question or a
situation that what we were taught is the answer,
and we suddenly remember it though we may
have not thought about it for some time. It seems
to me as we read Acts and the various epistles that
this is what happened to the apostles. In their
case, the Holy Spirit helps with this revealing. 1
have experienced this type of thing. I remember,
as an example, at a seminar that [ was conducting,
a young man asked me a question. I don’t ever
recall even considering such a question, yet, I re-
alized I knew the answer. I had not been taught
the specific answer, but I had been taught things
that came together in my mind at that moment
that provided the answer the young man needed.
This, I believe is at least one way the Holy Spirit
works to reveal His truth to us. But I don’t think
we can expect this without studying.

(Read John 17:20-26) Jesus says that He
is not just praying for His disciples, but also for
all that believe on Him through the disciple’s
word. This includes us, for it is through the word
of the apostles that we learn to believe. Again, He
is praying that we all be one, not that we have to
be just alike, but we need to be alike in our belief.
I said in the past that if everybody agreed with
me, there would only need to be one. I believe
that as we all study and strive to sanctification, we
will ultimately be like minded with Christ and if
we are like minded with Him, we will be like
minded with each other. I certainly realize that
most of us have not reached that point yet and
may not until after the resurrection, but as we
study together and work for that sanctification
together we will draw nearer and nearer to each
other in our minds. All of us have different jobs
to do, both to make our living or keeping our
homes, and in our witnessing to each other and
others. As Paul explains it, we are all part of the
body of Christ and just as our ears and our hands
have different functions to perform for our per-
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sonal body, as members of the body of Christ, we
have different functions. We can still perform the
functions that God has given us to do and still be
like minded with Christ.

Vs. 23 gives an explanation of how this
happens, “I in them, and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one;” and then He con-
tinues to pray, “that the world may know that
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me.”

He then expressed His desire that the dis-
ciples could be with Him where He is that they
might behold the glory that the Father has be-
stowed on Him. The time will come when that
will happen, but it couldn’t happen then if the dis-
ciples were to do the job that was before them. He
acknowledges that the world does not know the
Father, but Jesus says that He knows and His dis-
ciples know that the Father has sent Him. Then
He finishes with vs. 26, (Read)

We are ready for John 18. The next four
chapters recount the crucifixion and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. John leaves out some of the de-
tails that we read in some of the other gospels, but
he may give us the clearest chronological order.

(Read John 18:1-9) The brook Cedron in
vs. 1 is called Kidron in the O.
T., and it is mentioned that David and the people
with him crossed over it as he fled from
Absalom in II Samuel 15:23. The garden into
which Jesus entered was a place where He fre-
quently went to when He was in this area, so it
was known by Judas Iscariot. John doesn’t men-
tion the kiss of betrayal that Judas gave Jesus, but
rather points out that Judas knew where to find
Him and brought authorities to arrest Jesus. This
was the betrayal. However, Judas wasn’t the
bravest man. According to the Companion Bible,
a “band” was equal to a Roman cohort which was
a tenth part of a legion. A legion was 6,000 men,
so Judas had the officers, or the Temple guard,
plus a possible 600 men with him to affect the ar-
rest. Note that Judas received these men from the
chief priest and Pharisees. This is important to
remember. We’ll discuss it a little more shortly.

Jesus, or course, knew why they had
come, so asked them who they were after. They
told Him Jesus of Nazareth. When Jesus an-
swered that He was Jesus, we’re told that they all
drew back at first. Then He asked them again and
told them again He was the one they were looking




for. He asked that they take Him and let the disci-
ples that were with Him go their separate ways
which is apparently what they did.

(Read John 18:10-14) Peter, being the
protector he thought he was, drew his sword and
cut off the ear of a servant of the high priest. Je-
sus told him to put up his sword since what the
Father had planned for Him, He had to do. We’re
told elsewhere that Jesus put the ear back on the
servant and healed him.

It is interesting to me that the soldiers then
bound Jesus and took Him before Annas. After
all the miracles that Jesus performed, I don’t un-
derstand how they thought binding Him would
help keep Him if He wanted to escape.

Annas had been the high priest and was
probably regarded as the man most qualified in
knowledge of the law to prepare a charge against
Jesus. The high priesthood had become some-
what of a political appointee job rather than a God
appointee job. Apparently Annas had been de-
posed by the Roman government and a couple of
other men had been appointed between the time of
his being deposed and the current situation. At
the present time, Caiaphas, a son-in-law of Annas,
was the high priest.

(Read John 18:15-18) At first glance at
vs. 15, we might think that the “another disciple”
was John since else where he refers to himself as
the “other disciple.” But he usually follows this
up with “that Jesus loved,” so it is improbable that
this disciple is John. The fact that he was known
unto the high priest would suggest that this
“another disciple” would more likely be someone
like Joseph of Arimathaea or Nicodemus since
they were members of the Sanhedrin.

Vs. 17 gives us Peter’s first denial of Je-
sus. Knowing Peter’s character, one who has ap-
peared to fear nothing, this denial is very much
out of character for him, thus it gives us an idea of
the seriousness of the atmosphere of the proceed-
ings.

(Read John 18:19-24) Apparently Annas
had sent Jesus to Caiaphas by this time and they
are still trying to figure out what to charge Him
with that would bring about the desired death pen-
alty. Caiaphas appears to be trying to get Jesus to
stumble and say something that would indict
Himself. But when asked of His doctrine and His
disciples, He reminded the high priest that He had
done nothing in secret, for all that He had said and

done He had done in public, so He in turn asks
why they were asking Him and suggested they ask
some who had witnessed what He had said and
done. This was perceived as being disrespectful
by one of the officers, who was standing by and
he struck Jesus. Jesus was willing to be judged
for what He said, but if He had not said any evil
He asks why the officer hit him.

(Read John 18:25-27) Peter denies Christ
two more times after which the crock crowed. We
are told elsewhere that when this happened, Jesus
was where He could look at Peter and Peter saw
Him do so. Can you imagine how Peter felt when
this happened?

(Read John 18:28-40) The events we have
been reading about lasted all night. It is now ear-
ly morning on the preparation day for the Passo-
ver, the day in which the lamb was to be killed.
According to the other gospels we have studied,
the chief priests and Pharisees have been trying to
accuse Jesus of blasphemy, but now they change
their tactics. They took Jesus to the judgment
hall, or the Roman governor’s headquarters. Here
they sent Jesus inside, but they themselves refused
to go inside as this would have defiled them so
that they could not participate in the Passover.
Pilate, the Roman governor, came out to them and
asked what they charged Him with. At first their
answer was a rather cocky answer. They told him
that if Jesus had not been an evil doer, they would
not have sent Him in to Pilate. Pilate, since they
would not answer with a charge, told them to take
Him and judge Him according to their law.
Though we know they were guilty of killing oth-
ers who followed Christ later, they used the ex-
cuse that they could not judge Him since it was
not lawful (under Roman law) for them to put a
man to death. This would indicate that they were
accusing Him of a crime against the Roman gov-
ernment. Pilate went back in and asked Jesus if
He were a king. Jesus asked if this was some-
thing Pilate had thought up or had he been told
this. Pilate answered that he was not a Jew, the
Jews had delivered Him to Pilate, so He asked
Jesus what He had done. Vs. 36 gives Jesus’ an-
swer, My kingdom is not of this world: if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to
the Jews, but now is my kingdom not from
hence.” Note that Jesus doesn’t seem to consider
the Roman government a threat, but rather it is the



Jews that He says His servants would fight to
keep Him from being delivered to them. This is
another clue we want to exploit shortly. Pilate
then asks again if Jesus was a king. To this Jesus
answers in the affirmative. Then He adds, “To
this end was I born, and for this cause came I
into the world, that I should bear witness unto
the truth. Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice.” Not only is He a king, but
what is happening is the very reason that He was
born so that He could bear witness to the truth.
Though probably no one had figured it out at this
point, the Scriptures (the Old Testament) had told
what was going to happen and why. So what He
was going through at this point was to witness the
truth of those Scriptures. All, then and now, that
understands the truth hears His voice.

Pilate asked a question that to me truly had
him in a quandary, “what is truth?” Here he had
the top religious leaders of the Jews saying that
Jesus was worthy of death, yet he could find no
fault in Jesus. Truly, what was truth? How could
he determine the truth? He thought he found a
way to get him out of the dilemma that he was in.
The Jews had a custom that each year at Passover,
the Roman governor would release to them some-
one who was incarcerated by the Roman govern-
ment. He offered to release Jesus in accordance
with this custom. But the chief priests and Phari-
sees had incited the people to the point that they
asked for the release of the probably the worst
criminal that the Romans held, Barabbas.

(Read John 19:1-7) I believe that Pilate,
thinking that if he inflicted some kind of punish-
ment on Jesus that this would satisfy the Jews so
that He could release Him, scourged or whipped
Him and then his soldiers put a crown of thorns
on His head and put a purple robe on Him. The
purple robe would signify royalty. Then they beat
him with their hands. Pilate then brought Him
forth again in an attempt to release Him, but the
chief priests and the temple officers cried out
“Crucify him, crucify him.” Pilate then told
them to take Him and crucify Him themselves as
He could find no fault in Him. Now the charge of
blasphemy came back into play as they said that
Jesus claimed to be the Son of God and by their
law blasphemy carried a death penalty.

(Read John 19:8-12) This put more fear
into Pilate so he went back to Jesus and asked
Him where He came from. Jesus refused to an-

swer, which upset Pilate and he asked Jesus if He
was aware that Pilate had the power to crucify
Him or to release Him. Jesus then told Pilate that
the only power he had over Jesus was what was
given to him from above, or from His Father. Je-
sus then said, “Therefore, he that delivered me
unto thee hath the greater sin.” This, of course,
referred to the high priest. It is interesting to me
that though the high priest had the responsibility
to carry out what was happening, so far as God
was concerned, yet, the high priest, as well as
those with him, would be held guilty of it all be-
fore God. Pilate still wanted to release Jesus, but
the Jews played his Roman loyalty against him
telling him that he would be no friend of Caesar if
he let Him go because anyone who made himself
a king was speaking against Caesar.

(Read John 19:13-18) It is important, I
believe, to note that Pilate released Jesus to the
chief priests for them to crucify Him. The Passo-
ver was a feast commemorating passing over of
the people of Israel by the death angel, that took
the life of all the first born of people and animals,
during the last plague that God brought on the
Egyptians to force the Pharaoh to release the Isra-
elites from their servitude to the Egyptians. As
you probably recall, a lamb was to be killed and
his blood was to be put on the doorpost of the Is-
raelite’s house as a sign to the death angel to pass
over that house. The lamb was then to be eaten
that night in preparation of the people to immedi-
ately move out and begin their march toward Ca-
naan that night

All of this is a shadow of the real Passo-
ver, i.e. the passing over of death ultimately to all
people. God planned it before the creation of the
earth. Jesus Christ, the Son of God was to be the
real Passover lamb that was to be slain and His
blood posted in the hearts of the people as the pro-
tector from death, not mortal death, but the second
death. Since the original Passover is the shadow
of the real Passover, the ceremonies and rituals of
the Passover take on added significance in the real
Passover. This Passover is for all the people
whereas in the original each family killed and ate
their own lamb. Because it is for all the people,
the high priest is the one responsible for the
events of Passover that had to be carried out. We
have already seen that he was the one that chose
Jesus as the one to die. Now it becomes his re-
sponsibility to kill the Passover Lamb. We see in



vs. 16, “Then delivered he (Pilate) him (Jesus)
therefore unto them (the chief priests) to be
crucified.” We just read in the previous verse
that the chief priests were the provocateurs, so it
was to them that Pilate delivered Jesus to be cru-
cified. Had Pilate delivered Jesus to the Roman
soldiers, Jesus would not have been the valid
Passover Lamb since the whole event would not
have been carried out in accordance with the ritual
set forth in the original Passover. As we will see
shortly, the soldiers did not break His legs as they
did the two that were crucified with Him and that
a soldier pierced His side with a spear so that
blood and water ran out. Had neither of these
been the case, again the Passover would not have
been valid, for in the original Passover, it was
necessary for them to take the blood and paint it
on their doorposts and they were not to break any
of the bones of the lamb. So as I said earlier, it
was necessary for the high priest to be responsible
for all that happened with Jesus to be in accord-
ance with the Passover law, but at the same time
he and those with him will be held guilty at the
Great White Throne of Judgment. To some, this
might seem unfair, but as we will see in Paul’s
writings, we don’t have the right to question the
plan of God, but we can be assured that all things
will work out for the good in the end.

Vs. 18 tells us that there were two others
crucified with Him. This is fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecy in Isa. 53: 9, 12. (Read)

(Read John 19:19-22) I believe the Holy
Spirit was responsible for what Pilate wrote. In
an effort to confirm their charge of blasphemy,
the chief priests wanted Pilate to change the sign
to “He said, I am King of the Jews”, but Pilate
refused to make the change. The judgment for
blasphemy was to be stoned to death which is
what the chief priests and Pharisees wanted, but
they were apparently willing to take the crucifix-
ion to get rid of Jesus at this point.

(Read John 19:23, 24) The prophecy con-
cerning the parting of His garments and the cast-
ing lots for His vesture is from a psalm of David
in Psalms 22:18. David was a shadow of Christ,
i.e. much of what happened to David caused him
to prophecy in his psalms similar things that
would happen to Christ. David’s throne is the
throne that Christ will sit on to rule the world.

We will continue with the events sur-
rounding the crucifixion of Jesus beginning with
verse 25 in our next issue. JRL

Trust in the Lord with all tine heart. prov.3:5

RESURRECTION
PART Il

Continuing our study on the subject of res-
urrection that we started last month, I would like
to first look at some scriptures that tell me that no
one goes to heaven when they die. Psalms 115:17
says, “The dead praise not the LORD, neither
any that go down into silence.” Speaking of the
grave, Job tells us in 3:17-19, “There the wicked



cease from troubling, and the weary be at rest.
There the prisoners rest together; they hear
not the voice of the oppressor. The small and
great are there; and the servant is free from his
master.” Job also says in 14:12, “So man lieth
down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no
more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out
of their sleep.” But he follows 2 verses later say-
ing, “If a man die, shall he live again? All the
days of my appointed time will I wait, till my
change come.” John 3:13 says, “And no man
hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came
down from heaven, even the Son of man which
is in heaven.” Pecter, in his sermon at Pentecost
after the ascension of Jesus, had this to say con-
cerning David in Acts 2:29, “Men and brethren,
let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his
sepulcher is with us unto this day,” then Peter
says in verse 34, “For David is not ascended in
to the heavens, but he saith himself, THE LORD
SAID UNTO MY LORD, SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT
HAND, UNTIL I MAKE THY FOES THY FOOT-
STOOL.” There are several other scriptures telling
us the same thing, but hopefully this gives us the
idea. So the only person who has ascended to
heaven at this point is Jesus Christ following His
resurrection. I am not trying to discourage any-
one as there is great hope that we will be looking
at, but I feel that we need to go by God’s Word.

In my experience over the years, when the
subject of going to heaven is considered, there are
a couple of scriptures that are advanced to prove
that a person goes to heaven when that person
dies. One is the story of the rich man and Laza-
rus. First we need to understand that this is a par-
able, not an actual story. In Matt. 13 the disciples
asked Jesus why He spoke to the multitude in-
cluding the Pharisees, scribes and chief priests
only in parables. His answer, beginning in verse
11 was, “Because it is given unto you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to
them it is not given. For whosoever hath, to
him shall be given, and he shall have more
abundance: but whosoever hath not from him
shall be taken away even that he hath. There-
fore speak I to them In parables, because they
seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, nei-
ther do they understand.” Then in verse 34
we’re told, “All these things spake Jesus unto
the multitude in parables; and without a para-
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ble spake he not unto them.” Luke 16:14 tells
us that the Pharisees were hearing what Jesus was
saying when he gave this parable of the rich man
and Lazarus. Also this parable was the fifth in a
series of parables that began in chapter 15. All of
these parables represent Israel and Judah. The
first two, the lost sheep and the lost coin represent
the search for the lost sheep of the house of Israel
and that they would be found. Matt. 15, Jesus and
the disciples had gone into the coasts of Tyre and
Sidon. A Canaanite woman confronted Jesus say-
ing that her “daughter is grievously vexed with
a devil” and asking His help, but He did not an-
swer her. When pressed by the disciples as to
why, He answered and said, “I am not sent but
unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Lat-
er Jesus told her that because of her faith her
daughter would be as she had asked Jesus.

These parables build on each other and
this is the basic premise. The next parable of the
prodigal son shows Israel as the repentant young-
er son and Judah, represented by the scribes and
Pharisees, as the disgruntled older son. With Ju-
dah being introduced as a son in the third parable,
the fourth parable deals almost exclusively with
this son as the steward who is accused of misus-
ing the Master’s goods who increases his theft by
trying to protect himself instead of his Master.

This fifth parable deals with the destinies
of these two entities, Israel and Judah. The desti-
ny of both nations, or kingdoms has already been
stated by the prophets, particularly Jeremiah in
Jeremiah 18 and 19, so this not new news, but is
presented in a different way. It goes into consid-
erable detail describing the characters of the para-
ble. Keep in mind that we are talking about na-
tional entities, and their leadership, not individu-
als.

Let’s look at the parable beginning with
Luke 16:19. “There was a certain rich man
which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and
faired sumptuously every day.” The story was
about a certain rich man, not about rich men in
general. [ think that we can assume that while we
are looking at a single man, the man is representa-
tive of a group of people. He was clothed in pur-
ple and fine linen. This indicates a man of great
authority such as the priests of that time. The fact
that he faired sumptuously every day again fits the
priesthood as they were quite rich and lived quite
well. Keep in mind that the high priesthood was



more of a political appointment than an inherited
position, as we saw in the Old Testament.

“And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of
sores. And desiring to be fed with crumbs
which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover
the dogs came and licked his sores.” In Isa.l
God is describing the condition of Israel as they
were at the time of their captivity. Vs. 5-7, “Why
should ye be stricken any more? Ye will revolt
more and more; the whole head is sick, and the
whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot
even unto the head there is no soundness in it;
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores:
they have not been closed, neither bound up,
neither mollified with ointment. Your country
is desolate, your cities are burned with fire:
your lands, strangers devour it in your pres-
ence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by
strangers.” This extremely poor health is talking
about Israel’s spiritual health. This is the condi-
tion of Lazarus in our story, but he is desiring to
be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich
man’s table. The priests (the rich man) had the
Word of God (the food on the table) and Lazarus
(Israel seeking repentance as prophesied) is seek-
ing at least the crumbs (like the prodigal son).
Understanding who the characters are will help us
understand the parable. It is not about the poor
going to heaven and the rich going to hell as is
often taught.

Israel had been taken into captivity by the
Assyrians and placed far away from Jerusalem
where the Word of God supposedly could be
found. The arrogant attitude of the Jewish hierar-
chy (the Jewish priesthood) at that time was that
non-Jews were no more than dogs. In Matt. 15
the Canaanite woman came to Jesus and wor-
shipped Him and asked for His help. Knowing
the thinking of the Jews Jesus answered her in vs.
26 saying “It is not meet to take the children’s
bread, and cast it to dogs.” Jesus did not con-
sider her to be a dog, but this was the way the
Jews thought. The woman acknowledged this
thinking saying, “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat
of the crumbs which fall from the masters’ ta-
ble.” This attitude was held by the Jews against
the Israelites as well.

Going back to our parable, vs. 22 tells us,
“And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bos-
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om.” We are not told that he went to heaven, but
rather into Abraham’s bosom. If we look at the
history of the kingdom of Israel, the kingdom died
when the Assyrians took them out of their land
and placed them in a new land from which they
were not to return to the old land. Israel died first
in about 721 B.C. If we look at how the word
“bosom” is used in the Old Testament, it is kind
of an imaginary place of special protection of one
by another such as holding a child in one’s bosom
or holding a friend in one’s bosom. Here it is not
a literal place, but indicates safety and comfort.
Even though Israel was destined to be scattered
among the nations, the promise was that they
would eventually repent and return, not to their
land, but to their Heavenly Father.

Verse 22 goes on to tell us that the rich
man also died and was buried. It was about a
hundred years later that the kingdom of Judah also
died when Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon took
them captive never to have a king again of the line
of David until the return of Jesus Christ in accord-
ance with Jer. 19.

Verse 23 says, “And in hell he lift up his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom” “Hell” is
from the Greek word fhadesO which means
grave. So the rich man is speaking from the grave
and says that he is in torments. Torments is
from the Greek Abasanosd which literally means
“touch stone”. This infers that he had descended
to the bottom. In life he had been at the top with
his riches and purple robes, but now had gone to
the bottom. He sees Abraham afar off. In the
parable of the prodigal son, the son (representing
Israel) was afar off in a far country. The role has
been reversed and the rich man representing the
bad figs of Judah is now the one afar off and Laz-
arus is the one near.

Verse 24, “And he cried and said, Fa-
ther Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented
in this flame.” The word “tormented” is from
the Greek word, flodunao® which means “to
grieve.” Flame is from the Greek “phlox” mean-
ing a blaze. Strangely, the blaze appears to only
be on his tongue. In James 3:6 we are told, “And
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity; so is
the tongue among our members, that it defileth
the whole body, and setteth on fire the course



of nature; and it is set on fire of hell (genna).”
Then in vs. 8 he says, “But the tongue can no
man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly
poison.” The Pharisees had convinced them-
selves that they were teaching God’s Word, but
they had modified it to the point that it was actual-
ly a deadly poison, a flame of fire. Water is sym-
bolic of God’s Word and the rich man felt that a
drop of God’s Word would cool his tongue.

Verse 25, “But Abraham said, Son, re-
member that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things;
but now he is comforted, and thou art torment-
ed. Again “tormented” is from fodunao0 . Vs.
26, And beside all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which
would pass from hence to you cannot; neither
can they pass to us, that would come from
thence.” Christ made it clear what He thought of
the Pharisees, scribes and priests and they Him,
but as the disciples and apostles set about their job
following the ascension of our Lord, the division
that divided Christians and Jews became an even
greater gulf. Though today, we see a great effort
on the part of Christians in particular to compro-
mise with Judaism, the gulf is even greater.
Christ told us in Matt. 12:30, “He that is not
with me is against me; and he that gathereth
not with me scattereth abroad.” There is no
gray area, no compromise.

Verses 27-28, Then he said, I pray thee
therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him
to my father’s house: For I have five brethren;
that he may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment.” This helps us
identify for sure who we are talking about. Judah
had five full brothers. “And Leah said, God
hath endued me with a good dowry; now will
my husband dwell with me, because I have
born him six sons: and she called his name
Zebulun.” (Gen. 30:20)

Verses 29-31, Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the prophets, let them
hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham:
but if one went unto them from the dead, they
will repent. And He said unto him, If they
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded, though one rose from the
dead.” The Pharisees, scribes and the priests con-
sidered themselves to be the ultimate in
knowledge of the law and the prophets, yet Abra-
ham is telling him that if they would not believe
the law and the prophets they would not believe
one even if he rose from the dead. I realize that to
understand this parable one has to expand one’s
perspective to look at the big picture. I hope our
readers can understand this parable is not about
going to heaven or hell, but the overall picture
between Judah and Israel, between Judaism and
Christianity. We will continue this study in our
next issue. JRL




