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In our last issue we  were discussing 
events surrounding the crucifixion of Christ.  We 
are continuing with John 19:25.  (Read John 
19:25-27)  Though Jesus apparently gave John 
responsibility for His mother, I think we can safe-
ly say that she later went with Joseph of Arima-
thaea and others as they were forced out of Judea 
and went to Europe and on to the British Isles. 

(Read John 19:28-30)  I don’t like the use 
of the word ghost as it is somewhat misleading to 
me.  The word translated ghost here is the Greek 
pneuma which means spirit or breath.  I think we 
have to consider that Jesus voluntarily gave up the 
spirit.  Had He not done so, they would not have 
been able to kill Him. When all that He had come 
to accomplish had been accomplished, He gave up 
His life. 

(Read John 19:31-37) It was unlawful for 
the body of anyone hung or crucified to be left 
hanging overnight (Deut. 21:23).  I don’t know 
how long it usually took for a person who was 
crucified to die, but I assume that it would have 
been possible for it to normally take many hours.  
So the Jews were facing two dilemmas, one, if 
those crucified died they couldn’t be left on the 
cross overnight, but two, if they didn’t die until 
the next day, since it was a Sabbath, it would have 
been unlawful for them to work to remove them 
from the cross and bury them.  So it apparently 
was standard practice to break their legs to speed 
up the process.  It is my understanding that death 
in this case is usually from asphyxiation and los-
ing the support of one’s legs would speed this up.  

 I might point out also that hanging, in what ever 
form, was considered by God to be the worst pun-
ishment for the worst crimes.  Because Jesus took 
upon Himself the sins of the whole world, in that 
sense He became the world’s worst criminal.  So 
while the Jews wanted the stoning penalty for 
blasphemy to justify themselves, in reality Jesus 
died from the worst punishment in God’s eyes 
because He took on the sins of the world.  So as 
we mentioned before, no bone was broken and 
His blood was spilled out in accordance with the 
rituals of Passover and in accordance with proph-
ecy.  John tells us that he saw all of this so he 
knew it was true. 

(Read John 19:38-42)  Though John 
doesn’t tell us, we know from the other gospels 
that the tomb in which Jesus was buried belonged 
to Joseph of Arimathaea.  Joseph was related to 
Jesus, though I am not real sure how, but I believe 
he was an uncle to Jesus’ mother, Mary, and 
we’re told that he was quite rich.  The Glaston-
bury tradition has it that He mined lead and tin 
from the British Isles near Glastonbury and that 
he was minister of mines for the Roman govern-
ment.  It was from this business that he had se-
cured his riches.  He and Nicodemus took Jesus’ 
body and buried it according to Jewish tradition in 
the sepulcher that Joseph had had hewed out of 
stone for himself.   

(Read John 20:1-10)  This is pretty self 
explanatory.  Again, the other disciple, whom Je-
sus loved, was John, so John was the first to see 
the evidence of the risen Lord, followed by Peter 
who actually went into the sepulcher followed by 
John.  We’re told that when John saw the grave 
clothes and the napkin that had been put on Jesus’ 
head, he believed.  I assume this meant that he 
believed in the resurrection.   
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(Read John 20:11-18)  This has some in-
teresting implications.  Mary at first had her back 
turned to Jesus, but when she turned and saw 
Him, apparently all she could say was “Master.”   
Then in vs. 17, Jesus says to her, “Touch me not: 
for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go 
to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend 
unto my Father, and your Father; and to my 
God, and your God.”  A question comes to mind 
as to why Jesus said touch me not, for I am not 
yet ascended to my Father, when a little later He 
invited Thomas not only to touch Him, but to 
thrust his finger into the nail holes and into His 
side where the spear was thrust.  To answer this 
we need to first look at the law of the Passover 
and then study Hebrews concerning the priest-
hood.  (Read Lev. 23:10-14)  Remember that 
“corn” was not corn as we know it, but rather the 
same as “grain”.  The first grain to be harvested 
was barley, so God is telling Moses to bring a 
sheaf of the first ripe barley for a wave offering.  
“Sheaf” is from the Hebrew omer which was a 
capacity measurement.  An omer would have been 
the equivalent of 3/10 of a peck in our measure-
ment.  They could not eat any of the new grain 
until the sheaf had been waved by the high priest, 
so this signaled the beginning of the harvest.  It 
was to be waved on the day after the Sabbath.  At 
the Passover we are discussing, this would have 
been the first day of the week, the day that Jesus 
arose from the grave. 
 (Read Heb. 7:11-24)  There is much to 
study here, but for our purposes now, we need to 
note that Jesus, when He was resurrected became 
our High Priest after the order of Melchisedec.  
Being the High Priest, it was His job then to offer 
the wave offering.  I Cor. 15:20 tells us, “But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.” The new har-
vest now, instead of grain, is the souls, or lives, of 
men.  Christ is both High Priest and the first fruits 
of the new harvest.  So I submit that the reason He 
would not let Mary touch Him was He Himself 
was the wave offering, undefiled, and ready to be 
presented before the Father.  I believe He went to 
the Father for the Father’s inspection, was found 
perfect, and returned to the earth just as symboli-
cally the wave offering was raised for the inspec-
tion of the Father, found perfect, and then lowered 
back for the benefit of men so the harvest could 
proceed.  Once He returned,  He could be 

touched.  Note that He told Mary to tell His breth-
ren, “I ascend unto my Father, and your Fa-
ther; and to my God, and your God.”  I believe 
He did this before He appeared to anyone else. 

  As we have been studying the book of 
John, we found that John only recorded 8 mira-
cles, or signs, the eighth of which is the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ following His crucifixion.  
This is the story we are studying in John 20.  I 
would like to briefly look at all eight miracles, or 
signs.  They are as follows: 

 Jesus changed water into wine. 
 He healed the nobleman’s son without 

seeing the boy. 
He healed the crippled or impotent man in 

Jerusalem. 
He fed 5000 men with five loaves and 2 

fish. 
He walked on water to join the disciples in 

their boat in the middle of the lake. 
He healed a man of blindness who had 

been blind from birth.. 
He raised Lazarus from the dead. 
He was resurrected from the dead three 

days after His crucifixion. 
Why John only listed these eight signs or 

miracles and apparently wanted us to number 
them I’m not sure.  But I wanted to go through 
them one more time as I believe there is signifi-
cance in them that hasn’t been revealed to us yet.  
Because John apparently wanted us to number 
them, I believe He did it for a purpose and if we 
keep them in mind, that purpose might eventually 
be revealed to us.  In fact, as we study further, 
John 20:31 may well be that purpose.  (Read) 

(Read John 20:19-23)  We discussed in 
our last lesson that Jesus told Mary Magdalene, 
the first person to see Him after His resurrection, 
not to touch Him and the reason for it.  Now He 
appears to His disciples and apparently does not 
have that warning.  While the disciples did not 
fully receive the Holy Spirit until the day of Pen-
tecost, Jesus is preparing them for that time I be-
lieve, as we’re told that He breathed on them and 
told them to “Receive ye the Holy Spirit.”  This 
time between Jesus’ resurrection and the day of 
Pentecost is a transition period between having 
Jesus among them in person and having His Spirit 
in and among them after His ascension.  I would 
imagine that the disciples are much like many of 
us are today in that the Spirit completes It’s work 
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to teach us something before we are aware that it 
is happening.  After the day of Pentecost, I’m sure 
the disciples were able to look back and see how 
this transition worked, but I doubt that they under-
stood it before then. 

Jesus tells them in vs. 23, “Whose soever 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.”  
I am not sure if this is where the Catholic Church 
took their doctrine of the priest forgiving sins that 
are told to him in their confessions or not.  
Whether it is or not, I do not believe that is what 
is meant by Jesus here.  Jesus is still our interces-
sor, so it is through Him that we seek forgiveness 
for our sins and we have direct access to Him 
through prayer.  To me this verse is Jesus telling 
His disciples that He trusts their judgment in their 
dealings with the people they are going to come in 
contact with and will abide by that judgment. 

(Read John 20:24-29)  We have all heard 
the saying “don’t be a doubting Thomas” or 
something similar.  This story is where that saying 
comes from.  Of special import, I believe, is vs. 
29 where Jesus says, “blessed are they that have 
not seen, and yet have believed.”  This includes 
all of us as believers.   

(Read John 20:30-31)  Keep in mind that 
Jesus was performing miracles for 3½ years, so 
the number that He did would truly fill books.  
But as we mentioned earlier, John selected 8 spe-
cial signs or miracles to give us an idea of the 
scope of His power and greatness.   

(Read John 21:1-14)  We have discussed 
before the fact that both the Hebrews and Greeks 
placed a numeric value on the letters of their al-
phabet, thus often we find special messages in the 
numeric value of certain words of phrases.  The 
Hebrew words for the phrase, “Sons of God” have 
a numeric value of 153.  As we proceed in our 
study, we are going to see an emphasis placed on 
the “Sons of God.”  As we will see, these are the 
people who will rule and reign with Christ during 
the 1000 years between the two resurrections.  
The significance here in John 21, I believe, is that 
it was time for the apostles to begin their job of 
developing these “Sons of God”.  By this I am not 
saying that only people born after Christ could 
attain to this position, but the time had come in 
God’s plan that this was to be the emphasis.  
When we study the book of Romans, I think we 
will see that Paul lays out the plan of Justification, 

Sanctification, and Glorification that leads to one 
being a “Son of God”, which is the gospel of the 
Kingdom.  The harvest time had come and the 
apostles were the first to be committed to that har-
vest. 

(Read John 21:15-25)  We have discussed 
before that the Greeks had at least two words that 
the translators translated into our English word 
“love.”  Phileo, which I like to call heart love, is 
the love we would have for friends and siblings.  
Agapao is what I like to call head love as it is a 
greater love than phileo as it requires an effort of 
the part of the person.  This is the kind of love I 
think we should have for our spouse over and 
above phileo love as it takes one through difficult 
times as well as good times.  It is interesting in 
verses 15-17 how these two words are used.  In 
vs. 15 Jesus asks, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
(agapao) thou me more than these?” The ”these” 
I believe refers to the other apostles.  Peter’s an-
swer is “Yea Lord; thou knowest that I love 
(phileo) thee.”   In vs. 16 Jesus asks the second 
time, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (agapao) 
thou me?”  Again Peter answers, “Yea Lord; 
thou knowest that I love (phileo) thee.” In vs. 
17 Jesus asks the third time, “Simon, son of Jo-
nas, lovest (phileo) thou me?”  Then Peter an-
swered, “Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love (phileo) thee.”  I don’t know 
if Jesus was testing Peter here or just why He 
asked using different words.  There is no question 
that Peter certainly went beyond  phileo in his 
love for Christ as time went on, but he may have 
just not been to that point yet.  In all three times, 
Jesus then told him, “Feed my sheep.”  I take it 
that this would be Jesus’ proof that Peter did in-
deed love Him.  I think the same goes for us to-
day, not that I am saying that we need to be an 
apostle like Peter, but we need to teach our chil-
dren, be ready to answer our friends if they ask 
about our belief, study to be able to teach each 
others, etc.  

Then Jesus prophesied that Peter would 
ultimately be crucified.  Tradition has it that this 
did happen to Peter, but because he felt that the 
normal crucifixion would put him on the same 
level as Christ, he requested and was granted to be 
crucified upside down.   

When Jesus told Peter this, Peter, like 
most of us, being a little jealous,  wanted to know 
what would happen to John as well.  Jesus’ an-
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swer led many to believe that John would live for-
ever which certainly is not true.  Though John 
lived longer than any of the other apostles, he too 
was martyred probably some time in his eighties.  

This completes our study to the Gospel of 
John.  I pray that it has been beneficial to each of 
you readers.  JRL 

Matt. 5, vs. 5 tells us, “Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit  the earth.”  Psalms 37:9 says, 
For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that 
wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the 
earth.” Then vs. 11 says, “But the meek shall 
inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace.” Vs. 22 tells us, 
“For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the 
earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be 
cut off.”  Vs. 29 adds, “The righteous shall in-
herit the land, and dwell therein for ever.”  The 
word “ever” in this verse comes from the Hebrew 
word “ad” which means “perpetuity.  In Isa. 
60:21, speaking of Zion in the latter times, we are 
told, “Thy people also shall be all righteous: 
they shall inherit the land for ever, the branch 
of my planting, the work of my hands, that I 
may be glorified.” The word “ever” here comes 
from the Hebrew “olam” meaning age.  The ques-
tion in my mind is, if every Christian goes to 
heaven who are the meek, the blessed and the 
righteous that are going to inherit the earth or the 
land?  The answer, I believe, is the word 
“RESURRECTION”.   
 One other scripture that is often used to 
prove one goes to heaven upon death is II Cor. 
5:8.  One needs to read the first 11 verses of this 

5th chapter.  Paul is speaking of our body when he 
speaks of the tent, or tabernacle of our earthly 
house.  When we die, this body is dissolved or 
destroyed.  Paul says he knows we have another 
house, a building of God, not made with hands, 
eternal or age-lasting in the heavens.  Many peo-
ple use this chapter to “prove” that as soon as we 
die, we go to heaven, but let us study closely what 
Paul has to say.  Most of us at one time or another 
have probably wished for the time when we 
would be immortal and no longer have the cares 
of this world.  Paul indicates he has wished for the 
same thing.  However, note that he says that we 
desire our house which is from heaven, not in 
heaven.  He then says, “if so be that being 
clothed we shall not be found naked.”  This in-
dicates to me that he is speaking of more than a 
spiritual body.  Yet he says that being in this mor-
tal body, we groan, not that we want to be un-
clothed, i.e. that we should die, rather that we 
should be clothed upon that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life.  He is looking for Christ to 
return and that the living would be instantly 
changed from mortal to immortal.  Again, I think 

RESURRECTION 
PART III 

 In our last issue we were discussing scrip-
tures that some people use to prove that people 
who die go to heaven.  I would like to discuss one 
more scripture that has been used as an argument 
to me to prove people go to heaven.  Jesus tells us 
in John 14:2-3, “In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also.”  There no mention 
of where this place might be, only that it has 
many mansions, or abodes.  In the Beatitudes in 



5 

 

we have all wished that we could live to that point 
and not have to go through death.  It is God who 
enables us to work for this purpose and it is He 
that has given us the earnest of His Spirit.  There-
fore, knowing this, Paul says that he is confident 
knowing that while we are at home in this mortal 
body, we are absent from the Lord.  He then 
makes the statement “for we walk by faith, not 
by sight.”  This I think refers back to  vs. 18 of 
chapter 4, “While we look not at things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.”  
While in our mortal bodies, we see that which is 
mortal and we know that there is something un-
seen that is much greater.  Again, Paul says he is 
confident and he admits that he is willing to be 
absent from the body, and to be present with the 
Lord.  But he knows that dying does not automati-
cally put us in heaven with Jesus.  Back in vs. 14 
of chapt. 4 he says, “Knowing that he which 
raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also 
by Jesus, and shall present us with you.”  So he 
is aware that this clothing with the house from 
heaven does not happen until the resurrection.  He 
goes on to say here in vs. 9 that because he looks 
forward to the day of being with the Lord, he 
works that, whether in this life or in the resurrect-
ed life,  he or we  may be accepted of Him since 
all of us have to appear before the Judgment-seat 
of Christ, that everyone receives the things done 
in his body, according to what he or she has done, 
whether it be good or bad. 
 I have thought it hypocritical to always 
speak of a deceased person going to heaven  or 
hell and yet put R.I.P., Rest In Peace on their 
grave stone.  There are many references to a per-
son in the grave sleeping in scripture.  I believe 
the R.I.P. is appropriate and I take comfort in the 
thought of resting or sleeping.  I think that we 
have to keep in mind that as we don’t register 
time as we normally sleep, neither is time regis-
tered by those in the grave.  So far as the person is 
concerned the time between his or her death and 
the resurrection is instantaneous.   
 The Bible has much to say concerning res-
urrection.  First, we need to note that the Bible 
refers to at least two resurrections.  Rev. 20:4-6 
speaks of the first resurrection, “And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of 

them that were beheaded for the witness of Je-
sus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their fore-
heads, or in their hands, and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.  But the 
rest of the dead lived not again until the thou-
sand years were finished.  This is the first res-
urrection.  Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such the sec-
ond death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years.”   
 The second resurrection is also prophesied 
in Rev. 20, in vs. 12-13 John tell us, “And I  saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their 
works.   And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it ; and death and hell (grave) deliv-
ered up the dead which were in them: and they 
were judged every man according to their 
works.”  I want to discuss both of these scriptures 
more later, but I want us to become familiar with 
other scriptures discussing resurrection. 
 The Sadducees of Christ’s day did not be-
lieve in resurrection and had apparently attempted 
to thwart the apostle Paul’s teaching of the resur-
rection to the Corinthians.  In I Cor. 15 Paul dis-
cusses at length against this false teaching of no 
resurrection.  He first draws the logical conclu-
sions if the Sadducees are right. Starting with vs. 
13, “But if there be no resurrection of the dead, 
then is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not 
risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain.  Yea, and we are found false 
witnesses of God; because we have testified of 
God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised 
not up, if so be that the dead rise not.  For if 
the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
And if Christ be not raised your faith is vain; 
ye are yet in your sins.  Then they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in 
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable.”  But Paul has personal-
ly witnessed the risen Christ so he can say with 
confidence in  I Cor. 15:19-23  “But now is 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept.  For since by man 
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came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.  But every man 
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; after-
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming.” 
  I suggest you read I Cor. 15:35-50 for the 

following discussion. Paul is well aware of the 
arguments that he will face, so quite often he will 
present the argument with his answer.  Very often 
questions are not intended to be answered, but 
rather to distract a person from his thinking.  Such 
is the question that Paul poses as being asked, 
“How are the dead raised up? And with what 
body do they come?” It is not the intent of one 
asking these questions that they be answered, but 
rather to either distract the one being questioned 
or to try to make the one asking the questions ap-
pear highly intelligent.  But Paul has an answer.  
He uses a grain of wheat or barley as an object 
lesson.  It has to die and be buried to become a 
plant.  The plant does not look like the single 
grain that was sown, but rather each plant has its 
own body such as God gives it.  But it is more 
glorious than the single grain from which it came. 

Using animals as examples, Paul points 
out that there are several different bodies.  He 
says that there are terrestrial bodies and celestial 
bodies and they each have their own glory.  I be-
lieve he means by this that they are all different in 
appearance.  He goes on to point out that the sun 
has its own glory, the moon has its own glory, and 
the stars, all being different from each other, have 
their own glory.  It will be the same in the resur-
rection. Those resurrected will have their own 
glory, or own appearance.   

Like a grain of wheat, our body is sown in 
corruption, i.e. it dies and exists no more.  But it 
is raised in incorruption, it won’t die.  It is sown 
in dishonor or contempt because of its imperfec-
tion.  It will be raised in glory, in perfection.  It is 
sown in weakness, without the power to maintain 
life, but it is raised in power, the power to main-
tain life.  Of course the difference is that it is 
sown  a natural body, but raised a spiritual body 
just as a natural grain of wheat is sown and is 
raised a glorious body of God’s making. 

He points out that the first man, Adam, 
was made a living soul, or a living life, while the 
last man, or last Adam, is a quickening or life-
giving spirit.  First came the natural, or the living 
soul, and second came that which is spiritual, i.e. 

Jesus Christ.  The first man is of the earth, i.e. 
made of dust, while the second man is the Lord 
from heaven.  We are all like the first man, made 
of dust, but we look forward to being like the 
heavenly.  Vs. 48 and 40 say the same thing. 
There are terrestrial bodies, i.e. men made of dust 
and there are celestial bodies, i.e. spiritual bodies 
that are very different from each other.  Paul says 
we have borne the image of the earthy and we will 
bear the image of the heavenly. 

Then Paul makes a statement that I think 
we need to look at more closely.  In vs. 50 he 
“neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.”  
Leviticus 17:11 tells us “For the life of the flesh 
is in the blood.”  Regardless of what might cause 
us to die, the actual cause of death is a stoppage of 
the blood flowing through our body.  Without 
blood, there is no life.  So blood is very much an 
integral factor of our mortality.  As mortals, sub-
ject to death, or corruption, how could we inherit 
that which is incorruptible, or not be subject to 
death.  With this in mind, I find it very interesting 
that there is never anything said about blood when 
Jesus is discussed after His resurrection.  It ap-
pears that even though He had a bodily, fleshly 
appearance and he ate food, His body was blood-
less.  I believe that the point made, that the soldier 
stuck a spear in Christ’s side as he was dying on 
the cross and blood and water ran out, is signifi-
cant to what we are reading here.  In short, I be-
lieve that as spiritual beings, we will be bloodless 
though we may retain our other bodily character-
istics.  

“If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable.  But 
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept.  For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resur-
rection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  But 
every man in his own order: Christ the first 
fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his 
coming.”  (I Cor. 15:19-23) Note the word “all”.  
Resurrection is for all, not just Christians.  While 
the description of how we will be resurrected here 
in Corinthians deals primarily with Christians, we 
will see as we study further that “all” people will 
be resurrected.   

One other thing that we need to know 
about the resurrection  is what happens to those 
who are alive at the time of the resurrection.  
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First, I Thess. 4:15 tells us, “For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent (precede) them which are 
asleep  (dead).”  Paul tells us in I Cor. 15:51-57,  
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed.  In a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on im-
mortality.  So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is swal-
lowed up in victory.  O death, where is thy 
sting?  O grave, where I thy victory?  The sting 
of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law.  But thanks be to God which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  We 
are told here that the dead will be raised prior to 
any change to those who are still alive at the time 
of Christ’s coming and they will be resurrected 
immortal.  Then in a moment, in the twinkling of 

an eye those that are alive will be changed. Being 
changed means going from mortal to immortal.  
The natural process is to die and be resurrected 
immortal, but Paul says that process for those who 
are alive will happen in the twinkling of the eye.   

This was to happen at the last trump, or 
blowing of the trumpet.  In Numbers 10:2,  God 
instructed Moses to make two silver trumpets to 
be used in signaling the congregation.  Vs. 3, 4 
tells us, “And when they shall blow with them, 
all the assembly shall assemble themselves to 
thee at the door of the tabernacle of the con-
gregation.  And if they blow but with one 
trumpet, then the princes, which are heads of 
the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves 
unto thee.”  Here Paul indicates there will be on-
ly one trumpet blowing.  This tells us which resur-
rection he is speaking of.  It is the first resurrec-
tion spoken of in Rev. 20:4-6 with vs. 4 explain-
ing who would have part in that resurrection, the 
overcomers, and vs. 6 telling us that they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ (rulers), and shall rule 
with Him a thousand years.  With just one trum-
pet, the rulers are summoned.  One other interest-
ing item has to do with the phrase, “in a moment.”  
The word moment is translated from the Greek 

“atomo” which means atoms.  At that time an at-
om was considered the smallest particle that could 
be divided.  Here it is used to indicate the short-
ness of time that this change takes place, but I 
think it could also reference the change in the 
atomic make up of our bodies. Paul then says “the 
sting of death is sin”, i.e. the cause of mortal 
death is sin, not the individual’s sin, but the sin of 
Adam according to Rom. 5:12, “Wherefore, as 
by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sins; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that (in which) all have sinned.”  Then 
he says “the strength of sin is the law.”   Paul 
tells us in Rom. 5:13, “For until the law sin was 
in the world: but sin is not imputed when there 
is no law.” 
 Before God codified the law for Israel as 
we see starting in Exodus 19, the sins of men 
were not imputed or counted to man, but with the 
giving of the law, that changed and man is held 
responsible for sin, first Adam’s sin and then their 
own.  We will discuss this more later. 
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 That there will be a resurrection is con-
firmed in numerous scriptures including Luke 
14:13-14 where Jesus is warning about making a 
show of good deeds, “But when thou makest a 
feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind; And thou shalt be blessed; for they can-
not recompense thee; for thou shalt be recom-
pensed at the resurrection of the just.” 
 In Luke 20, Jesus is answering certain of 
the Saducees who were trying to trap Jesus by re-
lating a possible scenario of a woman who had 
been married to seven brothers in accordance with 
the law, so they asked Jesus whose wife would 
she be in the resurrection.  His answer is in verses 
34-38, “The children of this world (age) marry, 
and are given in marriage: But they which 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world 
(age) and the resurrection from the dead, neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage: Neither can 
they die any more; for they are equal unto the 
angels; and are the children of God, being the 
children of the resurrection.  Now that the 
dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the 
bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac and the God 
Jacob.  For he is not a God of the dead, but of 
the living: for all live unto him.”  
 In Hebrews 11, the author is listing several 
of the men and women who had accomplished 
great things through faith.  He continues in vs. 35, 
“Women received their dead raised to life 
again: and others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance; that they might obtain a better 
resurrection.”  This tells me that there will be 
different levels of rewards for those who are res-
urrected.  As I have already mentioned, I believe 
that the rewards are different degrees of responsi-
bility. 
 In the fifth chapter of the Gospel of John,  
Jesus 

Jesus has this to say concerning resurrection be-
ginning in vs. 25, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they 
that hear shall live.  For as the Father hath life 
in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have 
life in himself; And hath given him authority to 
execute judgment also, because he is the Son of 
man.” He continues in vs. 28, Marvel not at this; 
for the hour is coming, in the which all that are 
in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall 
come forth; they that have done good, into the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” The 
word “damnation” is from the Greek, krisis.  It 
literally means “decision” and is translated accu-
sation, condemnation, damnation and judgment. It 
will be important to remember this when we look 
at the two resurrections.  This scripture tells us 
which resurrection we are talking about as it says, 
“all  that are in the graves”.  We will see that 
the first resurrection is a limited resurrection 
whereas the second resurrection is all inclusive in 
that all that are in the graves or in the seas will be 
resurrected.  It is important that we understand the 
word “all” which means that this means the saved 
and the unsaved.  As we have already said, all 
men have to face the judgment seat of Christ. 
 Philippians 2:10-11 tells us “That at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things un-
der the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” Again this is all inclusive.  It 
does not leave room for any exceptions.  Again 
this is important when we discuss the resurrec-
tions themselves. 
 We have at least one more part to this se-
ries.  We’ll see part IV next issue.  JRL 


