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RESURRECTION 
PART IV—FINAL 

 We have mentioned previously that the 
Bible mentions two resurrections.  The first of 
these is found in Rev. 20:4-6, “And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the witness of Je-
sus, and for the word of God, and which had 
not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their fore-
heads, or in their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand years.  But the 
rest of the dead lived not again until the thou-
sand years were finished.   This is the first res-
urrection.  Blessed and holy is he that hath 
part in the first resurrection: on such the sec-
ond death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years.” 
 There is a great deal to be considered in 
this passage.  Obviously, this is a limited resurrec-
tion, not everybody will have the privilege of par-
ticipating.  So first, let us consider who will par-
ticipate.  The list here is quite limited; those who 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus and the 
word of God, those who had not worshipped the 
beast, neither his image,  nor had received his 
mark upon their forehead, or in their hands.  But 
what does this mean?   
 Beheading Christians by both the Romans 
and the Jews was probably the most popular 
means of executing Christians for their beliefs at 
the time of John’s writing though it wasn’t the 
only method.  But because it was the most popular 
method I believe it is used here as a catchall for 

all the methods used then and now.  I believe that 
not only those who were actually executed but I 
believe this also includes those who are willing to 
give up their life for the propagation of the gos-
pel.  The apostle James, John the Baptist, and the 
apostle Paul are included among those who were 
executed by beheading, the apostle Peter was cru-
cified and though we don’t the method of execut-
ing, I believe that all of the apostles were ulti-
mately executed with the apostle John being the 
last.  I believe he was beheaded.  But as I said, I 
believe that participation in this First Resurrec-
tion will include all those who are genuinely will-
ing to lay their life on the line for our Savoir. 
 A study of what the beast is, what his im-
age, his mark on ones forehead and in his hand is 
a lengthy study in itself.  We covered this in our 
study of Revelation as we studied the 12th and 
13th chapters of Revelation.  If you wish a copy of 
this study, please call us at 970-562-4874 or e-
mail us at “kingdomseekers ministry.org” or 
“lambert@fone.net.”  But for purposes of this 
study I am going to conclude, based on those les-
sons, that the beast is the beast mentioned in Rev. 
12 that represented the leadership of  the four  
kingdoms or empires of the Babylonian succes-
sion of empires that was powered by the fourth 
beast, the Roman Empire, that started out as Im-
perial Rome and evolved into Papal Rome after 
the Emperor Justinian and in accordance with the 
little horn prophecy of Daniel 7.  His image 
would be money in its various forms.  The obses-
sion with wealth is represented in the mark on 
one’s forehead and hand.  This then covers a mul-
titude of sins.  

 In Rev. 2 and 3, speaking to the seven 
churches, we have a list of things to overcome 
and the reward for  that overcoming, thus the 
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term overcomers.  I believe that these overcomers 
are among those participating in this first resur-
rection as well as the rewards.  Following is a 
summary of these obstacles to overcome and the 
rewards for the overcomers. 

 Ephesus church:  
Obstacle to overcome—

refusing to hear God thus 
giving rise to              Nico-
laitism. 

Reward—to eat of the 
tree of life (have age lasting 
life)  

 Smyrna church: 
       Object to overcome-- tribulation 
       Reward—Escape the second 

death 
Pergamos Church  

                  Object to overcome—doctrine 
of Nicolaitanism and doctrine of Balaam      
                 Reward—hidden manna 
(spiritual food so needed), a white stone             
(symbol of  Covenant relationship), and a 
new name (signifying a change      in char-
acter and position). 
 Sardis church: 
      Object to overcome-- The decep-
tion of believing justification is by       
works. 

Reward—Be clothed in white rai-
ment (priestly garments) and as-
surance of name in book of life.   

           Thyatira church: 
     Object of overcome—

Jezebellion submission of state to Nico-
laitanism.  

    Reward—Power over nations 
and the morning star (Jesus Christ—
Rev.             22:16) 

Philadelphia church: 
    Object to overcome—Holding 

fast to the Gospel 
    Reward—Be made a pillar in the 
temple of God, have new name, will 
be                 a part of the New Jeru-
salem and will have God’s new 
name. 

Laodicean Church: 
    Objects to overcome—spiritual 
blindness, nakedness of    unright-
eousness, and poverty of faith. 
   Reward—To sit with Christ on His 
throne, i.e. to rule with Him.  
Nicolaitanism means “conquering the laity 

(common people).  The church at Pergamos was 
guilty of subscribing to the doctrine of both Naco-
laitanism and Balaam.    The story of Balaam and 
Balac is in Numbers 22, 23.  To make a long story 
shorter, Balac was king of the Moabites at the 
time the children of Israel were nearing the end of 
their 40 year trek through the wilderness on their 
way from Egypt to the land of Canaan.  The Mo-
abites were very fearful of the Israelites and Balac 
tried to hire Balaam, who was a prophet, to curse 
the Israelites.  But when Balaam went to do this, 
he could not do it, but blessed the Israelites in-
stead.  Balaam was anxious for the reward that 
Balac had promised, but he couldn’t do what 
Balac wanted.  So we’re told in Rev. 2:14 that Ba-
laam taught Balac to have the Moabite women 
seduce the Israelite men and intermarry with 
them, i.e. to commit fornication, though this was 
strictly forbidden by God.  By intermarrying with 
them, they were able to introduce their Baal wor-
ship among the Israelites, including the eating of 
things sacrificed to idols.  I believe Balaam under-
stood that God Himself would curse the Israelites 
for their disobedience and idolatry, so he accom-
plished what he couldn’t do when Balac first tried 
to have him curse the Israelites in a more subtle 
way.  It is this same spirit of rebellion that God is 
condemning here among the congregation at Per-
gamos.  I believe the rest of the descriptions are 
self explanatory.   

I think that we can see why this resurrec-
tion will be a limited resurrection.  It will be lim-
ited to those who have been martyred for Christ 
and those who are willing to martyred as they wit-
ness  for Him; those who have not worshipped the 
beast (the leadership of or the government itself of 
the Babylonian succession of empires); have not 
worshipped its image (wealth): nor had the mark 
of the beast on their foreheads (minds) or on their 
hands (means used to obtain wealth); or are over-
comers.  I think that we can see that not all Chris-
tians will attain to this first resurrection though 
they are promised immortal life regardless.  (We 
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will discuss this more in a little bit)  This should 
give each of us the impetus to review our own 
lives an strive to attain to this resurrection as did 
Paul as he explained in Philippians 3:8-14: “Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ, and be found in him, not having 
mine own righteousness, which is the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness  which is of God by faith: That I 
may know him and the power of his resurrec-
tion, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death; if by any 
means I might attain unto the resurrection of 
the dead.  Not as though I had already attained 
either were already perfect: but I follow after, 
if that I may apprehend that for which also I 
am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I 
count not myself to have apprehended: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before.  I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Unfortunately, there are a couple transla-
tion errors in the King James translation in verse 
11 that could mislead one’s understanding.  I 
would like to quote a note from the Companion 
Bible by Dr. Bullinger that explains these errors:  

Resurrection=out-resurrection   (Only here)  
of the dead.  All the texts read, “the one from 

(Gr. ek) the dead” making the expression emphatic.  The 
term resurrection  of the dead (anastasis nekron) is of fre-
quent occurrence (Matt.22:31, Acts 17:32, 23:6, I Cor. 
15:12, 13, 21, 42, Heb 6:2, & c) and includes the resurrec-
tion to life, of the just, and the resurrection to judgment, of 
the unjust (John 6:29,  Acts 24:15, Dan. 12:2)  Resurrection 
from the dead (ek-nekron) implies the resurrection of some, 
the former of these two classes, the others being left behind.  
See Luke 20:35, Acts 4:2.  Paul had no doubt of attaining to 
this, as may be seen from I Thess. 4:15-17 written some ten 
years before.  The exanastatis must therefore mean  a further 
selection of some before the anastasis of I Thess. 4:14 and 
Paul was not yet sure of attaining to this. Perhaps he had the 
assurance when he wrote II Tim. 4:7.   

  If the apostle Paul was concerned about 
being a participant in the first resurrection I be-
lieve that each of us should be concerned as well.  
Paul acknowledges that he had attained to the sec-
ond resurrection, though he doesn’t say it that 
way, but he was striving for something better.  He 
knew that he had been justified through the blood 

of Christ, but like those mentioned in Hebrews 
11:35, who refused acceptance of deliverance 
from torture that they might obtain a better resur-
rection, Paul felt he needed to do more to obtain 
that first resurrection.   

I might interject that I believe that salva-
tion is an overall term with three parts, justifica-
tion, sanctification, and glorification.  All too of-
ten justification is thought of as equal to salvation 
and that is far as many Christians get.  Justifica-
tion is free just by accepting it.  Sanctification 
equals maturing in Christ and glorification is the 
reward.  All true Christians will attain to immortal 
life but not necessarily at the same time. 

Which brings us to the second resurrec-
tion. Rev. 20:11-15 tells us of this resurrection 
though the word resurrection isn’t used, I believe 
we can safely assume this is it.  “And I saw a 
great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away: 
and there was found no place for them.  And I 
saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God, and the books were opened: and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life: and 
the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their 
works.  And the sea gave up the dead which 
were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 
dead which were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works.  
And death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire.  This is the second death.  And whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was 
cast into the lake of fire.” 

There are two kinds of books and two 
classes of people and two judgments.  I believe 
that the first books that were opened were the 
books of the law as we are told that those appear-
ing before God were to be judged by their works.  
Whether their names were written in the book of 
life was not a matter to be judged as either their 
names were there or they were not.  The judgment 
by their works did not determine whether their 
names went into the book of life or not.  That had 
already been determined by one’s previous deci-
sion to accept or not accept the free gift of justifi-
cation.  However, because the book of life was 
there indicates to me that  there would be Chris-
tians there who had not qualified for the first res-
urrection. I can’t speculate on how much the judg-
ment by works will affect these Christians, but we 
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can be assured that these people will not be sub-
ject to the lake of fire.  If there were no Christians 
at the Great White Throne of Judgment, there 
would have been no need of the book of life.   

The word “hell” is from the Greek 
ñhadesò which basically means grave.  Basically, 
all people who have ever lived, wherever they are, 
will be subject to this judgment.  To understand 
what this judgment is, one has to go back to the 
law.  God’s judgment in the law was always a 
judgment of restoration, even in the case of capi-
tal crimes.  Though death was the sentence in the 
case of capital crimes, this was a matter of hold-
ing a person until the judgment could be made by 
the Supreme Judge since man has no way to re-
store in these cases of murder, rape, etc 

Finally we are told that death and hell are 
cast into the lake of fire and that this is the second 
death.  Also anyone whose name is not found in 
the book of life will be cast into the lake of fire.   
This second death is different from mortal death 
since mortal death has been cast into the lake of 
fire.  Yet, Romans 5:18-19 promises:  “There as 
by the offence of one (Adam’s sin), judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one (Jesus Chr ist), the 
free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of life.  For as by one man’s disobedience 
(Adam’s) many were made sinners, so by the obe-
dience of one (Jesus Chr ist) shall many be 
made righteous.”  Note the word “all” in vs. 18 
and the word “many” in vs. 19.  “All” is all inclu-
sive and the same number that were made sinners 
(many) are also made righteous (many).  This 
doesn’t leave anyone out. 

This tells us, if we are to believe God’s 
Word, that the second death and the lake of fire 
are very different from what the phrases would 
mean based on our current use of these words.  
Remember that the basis of God’s laws of judg-
ments is restoration.  I do not believe that God 
changes (Mal. 3:6), therefore His law does not 
change unless He changes it, which He has not 
done in regards to His judgments.  Thus, I believe 
that the lake of fire has to do with restoration.  
Deut. 33:2 refers to God’s law as a fiery law.  
God Himself is manifested in fire before Moses at 
the burning bush and Heb. 12:29 (For our God is 
a consuming fire.)  for  example.  I believe we 
can reason from this that the lake of fire is actual-
ly judgment of restitution rather than some contin-

uous burning torment.  Acts 3:20-21 tells us, 
“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you: Whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of 
all his holy prophets since the world began.”   
I urge that we all strive to be a part of the first res-
urrection and thus reign and rule with Christ, not 
only for a thousand years, but for perpetuity. 
planned beyond that.  JRL  

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF 

I CORINTHIANS 
 We would like to start a study of the Paul-

ine epistles with this issue.  Since we have recent-
ly studied the book of Romans, we are starting 
with the book of I Corinthians.    I won’t try to 
take the epistles in chronological order, but rather 
in the order we have them in our Bibles, the first 
of which is I Corinthians.  This letter was written 
from Ephesus during Paul’s third missionary jour-
ney. He had visited Corinth on his second jour-
ney.  

It might help us understand what Paul was 
dealing with if we know a little more about Cor-
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inth at that time.  Corinth was located on a narrow 
strip of land connecting central Greece with the 
Peloponnese.  Corinth controlled two major trade 
routes, from central Greece to the Peloponnese 
and also across the isthmus, especially the latter.  
Because of the danger of sailing around the 
stormy southern promontories of the Peloponnese, 
goods were unloaded on one side of the isthmus 
and taken overland to the other side.  The harbor 
on the west side was about 1 ½ miles west of Cor-
inth on the Corinthian Gulf and  the harbor on the 
east side was about 8 ½ east of Corinth.  Since 
that time, a canal has been dug across the isthmus 
to allow ships to cross the isthmus.  Quoting from 
The New Bible Dictionary, “The town is dominat-
ed by the Acrocorinth (1857 feet), a steep, flat-
topped rock surmounted by the acropolis, which 
in ancient times contained, Inter Alia, a temple of 
Aphrodite, goddess of love, whose service gave 
rise to the city’s proverbial immorality.”  This im-
morality had become accepted by the people of 
Corinth as natural which added to the difficulty of 
preaching the Kingdom of God and teaching of 
Christ in the city.   

We were not told very much of Paul’s ex-
periences in Corinth in Acts 18, but of what we 
were told it was here that he met Aquila and Pric-
illa, whom he joined with in their trade of making 
tents.  Also we were told that Paul had at first 
taught and preached in the synagogue, but when 
he was opposed there by the Jews he left the syna-
gogue and taught in the home of a man named 
Justus that was located next door to the syna-
gogue.  However, Crispus,  the chief ruler of the 
synagogue was converted by Paul.  Finally the 
Jews made insurrection against Paul and brought 
him before the Roman proconsul who refused to 
hear their case as he considered it a question of 
the Jew’s law, over which he said, he had no juris-
diction.  Shortly after this, after spending eighteen 
months in Corinth, Paul still tarried yet a while 
longer and then sailed into Syria.   

I Corinthians appears to be a letter to an-
swer a letter that had been sent by the church, or 
congregation, at Corinth to Paul with both news 
of what was happening at Corinth and some ques-
tions concerning doctrine.   

When Paul had the insurrection made 
against him at Corinth, after the proconsul had 
dismissed the trial, we were told in Acts 18:17 
that the “Greeks took Sosthenes, the chief ruler 

of the synagogue, and beat him before the 
judgment seat.  And Gallio (the proconsul) 
cared for none of those things.”  As Paul begins 
his letter to the Corinthians, he indicates that there 
is man named Sosthenes, “our brother” with him.  
We don’t know if the two Sothenes are one and 
the same, but I believe it certainly possible, and 
maybe probable, that they are one and the same. 

(Read I Cor. 1-9)  The first three verses 
are Paul’s way of greeting these people.  Remem-
ber that the word “church” is from the Greek 
ñekelesiaò which simply means “congregation” 
or “called out ones.”  Also I think we need to note 
that Paul uses the word “saints” as a reference to 
all true Christians referring to them as “them that 
are sanctified in Christ.”  It is not a title that 
man can confer on other men in a very limited 
way, but rather to all that truly seek God.  In the 
New Testament, the words “saint, holy, and sanc-
tify” are all translated from the same basic word, 
ñhagios” which means to separate or set apart. 

Paul thanks God, on their behalf, for the 
grace of God given to them by Jesus Christ.  As I 
studied this very long sentence that this begins, it 
appears to me that Paul takes them through their 
Christian experience starting, of course, with the 
graciousness of God to them by Jesus Christ.  
Then they progressed through what was told them 
and the knowledge they gained in the testimony, 
or witness, of Christ that was made sure to them 
so that Paul says they will not come up short in 
any gift while waiting for the coming, or reveal-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is Christ then that 
will confirm them to the end, blameless in the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By using the term “to 
the end,” I believe that Paul is saying to a per-
son’s end in this life, not to the end of the world 
as some seem to think.  I think this is in the sense 
of Romans 8:38-39, “For I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” For, he says, God is faithful and it is 
by Him that they were “called” unto the fellow-
ship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.   

(Read I Cor. 1:10-16) In Acts 18 we 
learned that Paul had probably been the first 
Christian missionary to Corinth.  After him came 
another man by the name of Apollos.  While they 
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had the same message, they were quite different 
in their presentation.  Paul appears to me to be 
more direct with no frills in his presentation, 
Apollos was greatly skilled in his oratory.  As a 
result two parties soon began to show themselves, 
one adhering to Paul and his simple preaching and 
the other to Apollos.  To these was added a third, 
(quoting a note in the Companion Bible) 
“evidently the outcome of the visit of some Juda-
izers who claimed the authority of Peter, while a 
fourth, repudiating the other three, claimed that 
they only were the true followers of Christ.”  We 
see the same thing today.  I have seen people 
move to another location simply because their 
preacher had moved to that location.  Others will 
accept no authority of any other man other than 
their particular preacher.  This is not an easy thing 
to change, but Paul sets out to do this in a very 
direct manner saying in vs. 13, “Is Christ divid-
ed? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye 
baptized in the name of Paul.”  The message is 
the same regardless of who preaches it, so Paul 
beseeches them to all stick to the same message 
and let there be no divisions among them.  He 
goes on to point out that he did not baptize any of 
them except Stephanas and his household.  He is 
thankful that he did not baptize any others that 
they might think he had baptized in his own name. 

(Read I Cor. 1:17-25)  Paul says that he 
was not sent to baptize, “but to preach the gos-
pel, not with the wisdom of words”.  The word 
“words” is from the Greek ñlogosò. It is from this 
word that we get our word “logic.” Paul says that 
what he has to preach is not by the wisdom of log-
ic.  If it were, the cross of Christ would be made 
of no effect.  In the next sentence, the word 
“preaching” is translated from this same word 
ñlogosò.  He says that logic of the cross is to 
them that refuse Christ foolishness, but to them 
that accept Jesus, it is the power of God.  I think 
we can understand this.  It is not logical, by man’s 
reasoning, that Christ could save the world by dy-
ing on the cross, or that His resurrection could 
happen.  But when we understand the logic of 
God, the logic of the cross is truly the power of 
God.  He quotes Isa. 29:14 as proof.  Paul’s mes-
sage here is both for the Jew and the Greek.  The 
law and the prophets were the only Scripture they 
had at that time.  If one claimed to know and un-
derstand the scripture, they would have to under-
stand that what Isaiah had written had to do with 

the logic of the cross. 
In vs. 20, the first word “world” is from 

the Greek ñaionò meaning “age” while the sec-
ond is from the Greek ñkosmosò which refers to 
the literal earth.  Paul is grouping those the world 
considers wise, i.e. the wise men, the scribe, and 
the debater, together saying God has made them 
foolish in the wisdom of the literal world.  He 
continues, “in the wisdom of God the world by 
wisdom knew not God.”  In God’s wisdom, He 
created man so that by man’s wisdom, he would 
not know God.  In so doing, it then pleased God 
that by the foolishness of preaching, or the mes-
sage preached, He could then save them that be-
lieve.  Today, if you watch the news closely, you 
will see a continual effort on the part of man to 
extend life from a few years to an eternity.  While 
it may appear that man is living a few years long-
er than a few generations ago, certainly eternal 
life is no closer than it has ever been throughout 
history.  Yet by man’s wisdom, he keeps trying to 
do this himself.  So the message of the kingdom 
of God that promises eternal life is foolishness so 
far as man’s wisdom is concerned.  Even from a 
religious standpoint, Paul says that the Jews say 
they have to see a miracle for them to believe 
while the Greek says that for them to believe, it 
has to be something within man’s logic or reason.   

So Paul says that he preaches Christ cruci-
fied, which is a stumbling block to the Jew, and 
foolishness to the Greek.  But to those who are 
“called,” both Jews and Greeks, the crucified and 
resurrected Christ is both the power of God and 
the wisdom of God.  We need to look at the word 
“called.”  It is from the Greek ñkletosò meaning 
called or invited.  The way that it is used leaves us 
the feeling that there are also those that are not 
called or invited.  This appears to be in contrast 
with Rom. 5:18, “Therefore as by the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemna-
tion; even so by the righteousness of One the 
free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of life.”  This to me is why we have to understand 
the gospel of the kingdom in its fullness.  It would 
not be fair of God to be selective as to who He 
invited to be saved as this would appear at first 
look.  But if He is going to ultimately save all 
men through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, 
then the calling of some and not others has to 
have a different meaning than we might first ap-
ply to it.  Very briefly, I believe that God has and 
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is calling those who are to be rulers in His King-
dom which will ultimately include all men who 
have been or are on the earth.  But keep in mind 
that ruling with God is not the same as ruling with 
men.  In God’s kingdom, one rules by serving, the 
pattern of which we have in the Old Testament 
with the Levites being God’s “rulers” within the 
tribes of Israel.  If this seems confusing, I ask that 
you bear with us as we study all of Paul’s letters 
as I believe he gives us a full understanding of 
this through these letters.   

Going back to vs. 25 of I Cor. 1, Paul tells 
us that the foolishness of God is wiser than men 
and the weakness of God is stronger than man.  

(Read I Cor. 1:26-31)  I think we can see 
that God doesn’t choose the wise, the noble, the 
mighty, because in some sense they might feel it 
was their wisdom, their nobility, their might that 
got for them what only faith in Christ can do.  In 
my experience I have seen men who were very 
good witnesses for Christ begin to take on an atti-
tude that they were at least partially responsible 
for what we might consider to be success in their 
witness.  Some have had sudden loss of health and 
died. Some have been brought totally to their 
knees from which some have recovered and 
grown from what brought them down while others 
have become totally ineffectual.  This has always 
bothered me and has made me pray that God will 
never allow me to think anything that I do, I can 
do on my own.  As Paul says, no flesh should glo-
ry in His presence.  It would be very easy for me 
to have an ego.  I pray that it will never be. 

We need to keep in mind always vs. 30, 
“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God 
is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption.” 

(Read I Cor. 2:1-5)  Though Paul was 
among, if not the most educated of the apostles 
and missionaries of that time, unlike Apollos, he 
probably was not the best orator.  He admits this 
and also disclaims great wisdom from a worldly 
standpoint.  Rather he tells the Corinthians that he 
came to them with only one purpose and that was 
to declare the testimony or witness of God.  So far 
as he was concerned, he did not pretend to know 
anything but about Jesus Christ and His crucifix-
ion.  It was not easy.  He says that he was weak, 
fearful and trembling with them.  He admits that 
his speech and preaching was not with great ora-
torical skill, but had it been, they might not have 

witnessed the power of the Spirit among them.  It 
was necessary that they experience the power of 
the Spirit that their faith should not stand in the 
wisdom, or logic of man, but rather in the power 
of God. 

(Read I Cor. 2:6-11)  What Paul did 
preach, to those that are mature in His Word, was 
wisdom.  It was not the wisdom of the age, nor of 
the rulers of the age which Paul says comes to 
nothing.  Rather he says that the wisdom of God 
he speaks of is a mystery, wisdom that is hidden.  
Yet it was ordained by God before the ages began 
to our glory, Paul says.  We’ve all heard the 
phrase, “hidden in plain sight.”  It was never real-
ly hidden.  Abraham understood it as did Moses, 
Joshua, David, and the prophets.  Yet the rulers of 
this age, Paul says, did not know that wisdom for 
had they known, they would not have killed the 
Lord of glory.  When I say that our forefathers 
and the prophets knew the mystery, I should qual-
ify it by saying that while they knew it, there is no 
way that any man can know all that God has 
planned.  Paul points this out by paraphrasing Isa. 
64:4 saying, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him.”  Paul says that these things have been 
revealed unto us by the Spirit, for the Spirit 
searches all things, even the deep things of God.  
In my mind I have often likened the Spirit of God 
to the mind of God.  I think Paul uses this likeness 
as he says that only the spirit (or mind) of man 
knows man.  Likewise no man knoweth the things 
of God but by the Spirit (or Mind) of God. 

(Read I Cor. 2:12-16)  Paul continues us-
ing this same likeness saying that we have not re-
ceived the spirit of the literal world, or the mind 
of man, but rather the Spirit of God.  The things 
that Paul teaches are not the words of man’s wis-
dom, but rather what the Holy Spirit teaches com-
paring spiritual things with spiritual things.  These 
things are foolishness to natural or sensual man 
since he cannot know them since they are spiritu-
ally discerned.   

Because we as men often get hung up on 
the words “judge” or “judgeth” we need to under-
stand that there are several Greek words that are 
translated to these words.  In verses 14 and 15, the 
words “discerned”, “judgeth”, and “judged” are 
all from the same Greek word, ñanakrino.ò  In 
these verses, we might understand them better if 
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we used the words “discerned and discerneth” in 
all three places.  Vs. 15 would read, “But he that 
is spiritual discerneth all things, yet he himself 
is discerned of no man.”  To me this makes this 
verse more understandable.   

Vs. 16 asks the question, “For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, that he may in-
struct Him?”  The word “instruct” in this case 
means “to cause to go up or unite together.”  Who 
could unite with God but someone who knows the 
mind of God?  Paul’s answer, “But we have the 
mind of Christ.”   

(Read I Cor. 3:1-15)  Lest we lose track of 
the point Paul is making, he is still dealing with 
his admonishment concerning the different sects 
that the people had divided themselves into.  
When Paul first came to Corinth, he says he could 
not speak unto them as he could to those that were 
mature, or spiritual.  He had to speak to them as 
babes in Christ and give them only milk of the 
word as they could not handle the meat of the 
word.  In fact, he says they are still not able to 
handle the meat of the word since they were striv-
ing with each other in their divisions.  So long as 
they are saying they are of Paul, or of Apollos, 
they are still carnal and not spiritual.  He and 
Apollos are only ministers by whom they believed 
as the Lord gives them belief.  Paul says he plant-
ed and Apollos watered, but it is God that gives 
the increase.  We plant a seed in the garden or 
field and we water it, but there is no way that we 
can make it sprout and grow.  Only God can do 
this.  Paul says the same thing applies in their 
growth.  They need to consider that he that plants 
and he who waters are one.  God will reward them 
according to their own labor.  Paul considers him-
self and Apollos to be laborers together with God, 
but it is God’s building that they are working on, 
not Paul’s or that of Apollos.  The people them-
selves are the building.  Paul says that he laid the 
foundation and there will be others that will build 
on that foundation.  However, he warns that no 

one should try to change the foundation which he 
has laid since that foundation is Jesus Christ.  
Every man’s work to build on that foundation, 
Paul says, using the examples of gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, wood, hay or stubble, will be mani-
fest as it will be revealed by fire.  Fire shall try 
every man’s work\of what sort it is.  This is an-
other place where I think we can liken fire to 
God’s law.  To be continued next issue. JRL 

Paul tells the Corinthians to not deceive 
themselves.  One wise in the worldly sense must 
become a fool to become wise in a spiritual sense.  
This is not easy done, especially if that worldly 
wisdom has made one rich.  Yet Paul says to let 
no man glory in men, for he says all things are 
ours.  He gives a list in vs. 22, but makes the point 
in vs. 23, “And ye are Christ’s and Christ is 
God’s.”  It makes no difference what we claim, 
we belong to Christ and Christ to God. 

We will continue with I Cor. 4 in our next 
lesson.  JRL  

  
  


