KINGDOM SPIRIT

P O Box 279, Pleasant View, CO 81331
Phone 970-562-4874

e-mail ksm@fone.net

“SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD”

Matthew 6:33

Issue 1912

A STUDY OF FIRE
PART 2

In our last issue we found that most often,
God used fire to symbolize His judgment on vari-
ous nations or cities because of their idol worship.
This didn’t always mean that literal fire came up-
on these nations or cities, but the word “fire” indi-
cated His judgment. However, God used fire is
several ways. He used it for a guide as a pillar of
fire to lead the Israelites as they traveled in the
wilderness. He used it to get Moses’ attention in
the burning bush. It was used to offer burnt sacri-
fices and to accept burnt sacrifices such as He did
when Elijah challenged the Baal priests. God
used fire to symbolize His law and judgment.
God Himself is a consuming fire we were told.
These and other references to fire show us that
fire is associated with God, His law, His judg-
ments, His sacrifices, His power as well as literal
fire that we are all familiar with. With this in
mind, let us go to the New Testament.

As we said last issue, there are some trans-
lation errors, particularly in the King James that if
taken as written can be misleading. Also we find
the word fire being symbolic of something other
than literal fire. So we have to be careful as we
search out the scriptures to learn exactly what is
meant by the various scriptures.

For example, John the Baptist is speaking
in Matt. 3:11-12, “I indeed baptize you with wa-
ter into repentance: but he that cometh after
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not
worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost (Spirit), and with fire: Whose fan
is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner: but

he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable
fire.” I don’t think that any of us know of any-
body who has had to go through literal fire to be-
come Christians, so what does fire mean here?
Let’s back up just a little and look at being bap-
tized with the Holy Spirit first. As John the Bap-
tist immersed his followers in water, Christ im-
merses His followers in the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:3
speaking of the day of Pentecost following
Christ’s ascension tells us concerning the apostles
and disciples that were gathered together, “And
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost
(Spirit), and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
We’re told here that they were filled with the Ho-
ly Spirit, yet in II Cor. 1:22 and 5: 5 we’re told
that we only have the earnest of the Spirit. Only
after the resurrection can we handle the fullness of
the Spirit. Being immersed in the Spirit, our spir-
it, or mind, accepts what we can handle of the
Spirit of God. Being humans of diverse callings,
our acceptance of the Spirit into our lives varies
from individual to individual. Being baptized
with the Holy Spirit and being baptized with fire,
in my mind, is saying pretty much the same thing.
We were told in the Old Testament that God was
a consuming fire. Heb. 12:29 also tells us that
God is a consuming fire. I look at the Spirit of
God being the mind of God whereas God mani-
fests Himself to men very often in fire, so for lack
of a better word, I look at fire in the sense as the
personage of God. So either way Christ baptizes
us in or with God. We become a part of God.
Burning the chaff up in unquenchable fire
refers to God’s law or judgment. There are many
references to that which is un-Godly, being burnt



up in fire. Here are a few, “And now also the ax
is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore eve-
ry tree which bringeth not forth good fruit in
hewn down, and cast into the fire.” Matt. 3:10;
“As therefore the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of
this world.” Matt 13:40; “The Son of man shall
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out
of his kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity; and shall cast them into a
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.” Matt. 13:41-42; “So shall it
be at the end of the world: the angels shall
come forth, and sever the wicked from among
the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth.” Matt. 13:49-50; “Then shall he say also
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels.” Matt. 25:41; “If a man
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch,
and is withered; and men gather them, and
cast them into the fire, and they are burned.”
John 15:6; “And the devil that deceived them
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and
shall be tormented day and night for ever and
ever.” Rev. 20:10; and finally Rev. 20:14-15,
“And death and hell were cast into the lake of
fire. This is the second death. And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire.” All of these verses
require some explanation partly because of mis-
translations and partly because not understanding
the word fire as used in these verses. First, the
word “world” as used in Matt. 13:40 and 13:49-50
is from the Greek a i owhich means age. The
word “ever” as in everlasting in Matt. 25:41 and
for ever and ever in Rev. 20:10 is from the Greek
word a i O nwhiohSmeans age-lasting so the
phrase “for ever and ever” would be for the age of
the ages. Devil is from the Greek d i a b mdane
ing accuser or calumniator.

“Fire” is used symbolically in these verses
as well as others. This might not be understood
without looking at the word fire in the Old Testa-
ment. As we studied the Old Testament, the word
“fire” was frequently used referring to God’s
judgment as it is here, but we found that God ap-
peared in fire such as when He descended on Mt.
Sinai and at the burning bush with Moses. In
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Deut. 33:2, Moses was beginning his blessing of
the tribes of Israel before his death and he began
by saying, “The LORD came from Sinai, and
rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth
from Mount Paran, and he came with ten thou-
sands of saints: from his right hand went a
fiery law for them.” Moses is likening God’s law
to fire. I believe that we can think in the above
passages that fire means judgment by God’s law.
If we study God’s judgments, we see that they are
restorative judgments, not punitive. Even in the
case of the death penalty for capital crimes, since
man cannot restore the results of murder or rape,
we’re told that the death penalty reserves the
guilty person for judgment before the throne of
God who can render a restorative judgment.
Since death and the grave are cast into the lake of
fire, mortal death can no longer be a part of judg-
ment, but since we’re told that being cast into the
lake of fire is the second death, it has to be some-
thing different from mortal death. Again, because
the word fire is used, I think that we can assume it
means judgment by law. Since God says in Mala-
chi, “For I am the LORD, I change not; there-
fore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.” If
God does not change, His law cannot change un-
less He changes it. As we have said, God’s judg-
ments are restorative in nature so I believe that
casting into fire is basically saying casting into
restorative judgment in accordance with His law.
Romans 5:18 tells us, “Therefore as by the of-
fence of one ] U d g me n tiponcalh mied to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of
onethef r e e (@ iupon all mem tmeo justi-
fication of life.” I believe that the word “all” lit-
erally means all men. In Romans 14:11 Paul is
quoting from Isa. 45:23 where God says, “As I
live, saith the LORD, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” I
believe this literally means that ultimately “all”
men will enjoy justification of life, but many only
after going through the lake of fire, or restorative
judgment of law.

There are eleven Bible verses that speak of
“hell fire.” In all of these verses, the word “hell”
is translated from the Greek G e h e which as
we mentioned in Part One, means the Valley of
the Son of Hinnom which was an actual place, a
valley located outside of the city of Jerusalem.
We explained that this was the place where God
had Jeremiah prophesy to the elders of Jerusalem



that Jerusalem and the kingdom of Judah were to
broken up so that they could never be rebuilt
again because of their sacrificing of their children
as burnt sacrifices to Baal. At the time of Christ,
this valley had become the city dump where all
kinds of refuse including bodies of people who
had no one to bury them was put and it was on
fire continually. I’m not sure in the eleven in-
stances what the reason was for using this valley
as a sign of punishment, whether it was to indicate
a judgment of God, or being cast into the continu-
ous fire that burned at that time.

There are some references to literal fire
that probably do not have prophetic indications or
hidden meanings. Examples of such include
Matt. 17:14-15, “And when they were come to
the multitude, there came to him a certain
man, kneeling down to him, and saying, Lord,
have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and
sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire,
and oft into the water.” Also when Paul was
ship wrecked on the island of Melita, as he was
gathering sticks for a fire, a venomous snake bit
on his hand and hung on. Acts 28:5 says, “And
he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no
harm.

In Luke 49:12, Christ says, “I am come to
send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be
already kindled?” The NASB reads, “I have
come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I
wish it were already kindled!” Again I believe
that fire equals judgment in this verse. The soon-
er this judgment comes the sooner we will have
peace on this earth. Christ goes on to say that un-
til that judgment comes, even families will be di-
vided.

In Acts 2, we are told that the apostles
were gathered together when a rushing mighty
wind filled the house and what appeared as cloven
tongues as of fire sat on each of them. God often
uses wind and fire to announce His presence. In
this case He imparted His
Spirit into the apostles so that they began speak-
ing in different languages and were able to preach
to the crowd that had gathered from many nations
for Passover and Pentecost.

Romans 12:20 says, “Therefore if thine
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him
drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of
fire on his head.” Paul is quoting from Prov.
25:21:22. He prefaces this with a quote from Lev.
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19:18 and Deut. 32:35 which says “Vengeance is
mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” Again, fire
equals judgment as God is saying that if one is to
treat his enemy kindly, in spite of the attitude of
the enemy, the enemy will receive more severe
judgment.

I Cor. 3:13-15 tells us, “Every man’s
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire;
and the fire shall try every man’s work of what
sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall
suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so
as by fire.” I am sure that all of us have seen
where a house has burned down, but the chimney
or fire place is still standing being built of stone or
bricks that could withstand the fire. It is in this
sense that this passage compares one’s works to
that house. The fire is the judgment of God. If
our works in this life can withstand the fire or the
judgment of God and is still standing, Paul says
we will receive a reward. However, if our works
cannot withstand the judgment of God, they will
be destroyed as by fire. However, Paul says the
he, the one being tested, “shall be saved, yet so
as by fire.” The NASB says “yet so as through
fire.” In Rev. 20:12-13, speaking of the Great
White Throne of judgment says, “And I saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God: and
the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those thing which were
written in the books, according to their works.
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it;
and death and hell delivered up the dead which
were in them: and they were judged every man
according to their works.” Those facing this
judgment, even though their works are destroyed
by God’s judgment, they themselves will be saved
yet so as through God’s judgment. This passage
in Corinthians only supports what we said earlier
about the lake of fire. II John 8 tells us the same
thing, “Look to yourselves, that we lose not
those things which we have wrought, but that
we receive a full reward.”

In Hebrews 1 the author is exclaiming the
greatness of God and His Son Jesus and says in
vs. 7, “And of the angels he saith, Who maketh
his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of
fire.” He is quoting from Psalms 104:4 where




the Psalmist is praising God as our creator. If we
look at all the things that God has manifest
through fire: commanding attention, providing
direction, providing life preserving law, institut-
ing judgment and making His presence known,
are not these things that His ministers do, though
in a much smaller way.

James uses fire in a very different way.
James 3:5-6 says, “Even so the tongue is a little
member, and boasteth great things. Behold,
how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is
the tongue among our members, that it defileth
the whole body, and setteth on fire the course
of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” In the
sense that literal fire destroys most things that it
touches, what people often say is more destruc-
tive than some physical act against another person
or group. We see it every day in the political are-
na where one side is always trying to label the
other side with some name that is meant to de-
stroy the others credibility. Iheard on TV recent-
ly, “words matter.” People are injured sometimes
for life by something that someone says to or
about them. From my own experience, the things
that grate on my conscience the most are things
that I have said that I wish I could get back. My
mother presented an object lesson once in that she
gathered up a small basket of light feathers. She
then began scattering the feathers. She then asked
the young people to whom she was giving the les-
son to pick up all the feathers. Obviously impos-
sible. She then explained that the feathers repre-
sented the words that we spoke to others, words
that we could never get back. Some would be en-
couraging to others while many would hurt others
greatly. But once said, they were not retractable.

IT Peter 3:7 says, “But the heavens and
the earth, which are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men.” [ have heard from some that believe that
this verse foretells of the destruction of the world
by literal fire. Again I think that we can substitute
“God’s judgment” for the word “fire” keeping in
mind that by God’s law His judgment is restora-
tive judgment, not punitive. I believe that if one
was to read the whole chapter, though if taken lit-
erally would appear to predict the total destruc-
tion, symbolically it is talking about the passing
away of the current culture and being replace by

one of total righteousness.
The book of Revelation has many refer-
ences to fire. Fire is used in descriptions of God;
as a cleansing agent; prophesy; judgment; and
more. One has to be able to adhere closely to the
context and to understand symbolism as defined
and interpreted in the rest of the Bible to under-
stand the prophesies of Revelation. Very seldom
is fire meant in a literal sense. But to understand
fire as used often in Revelation would require a
complete study of Revelation which is beyond the
limits of this article. But I hope that what we
have written will help us to understand that fire as
used most of the time in scripture pertains to God,
not to a mythical little red personage with horns
and a forked tail. As such it is a good thing, not a
bad thing, but something to help us understand
our God better. JRL
Keep my commandment s,
the appl e prpodv.t7h2 ne

and

eye.



A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

| CORINTHIANS

We are ready for the 10th chapter of I Co-
rinthians in this issue.

(Read I Cor. 10:1-4) As I have indicated
many times, this identifies the Corinthians that
Paul is writing to as people descended from the
Israel kingdom that was taken captive out of the
land of Israel by the Assyrians and were never
allowed to return. Paul is not talking to the Jews
only here as they were taught continually in their
synagogues who they were. Here he is talking to
people who had not been taught this as had been
the Jews. We will see as we study all of Paul’s
epistles, that the vast majority of the people that
Paul went to were of these same people. This is
the beginning of the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s
prophecy in Jer. 18. God had instructed Jeremiah
to go down to the potters house where he found
the potter had a pot he was making on the wheel
and he marred it, took it off the wheel and started
over using the same clay. God then likened Israel
to the marred pot. Vs. 6 tells us, “O house of Is-
rael, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith
the LORD, Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s
hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Isra-
el.” If one reads Jer. 18 & 19 it will be clear that
God is talking to Israel here as he then tells Jere-
miah to go to the house of Judah with a different
prophecy. I believe that if we are to understand
God’s Word, we have to understand that Israel
and Judah have separate destinies, separate jobs to
do for God.

Read I Cor. 10:5-11) Paul has not re-
viewed who the people were to puff them up, but
rather to help them not make the same mistakes
that their forefathers made. Paul first used the
example of the children of Israel refusing to go
into the land of Canaan when the report came
from the twelve spies, that Moses had sent into
Canaan to spy it out, that there were giants in the
land. Then he used the example of the people
having Aaron make them an idol, because they
thought that Moses had left them, and they fell
down before it and worshipped it. His third ex-
ample had to do with the people of Israel commit-
ting whoredoms with the daughters of Moab as
told to us in Numbers 25:1-9, which led to them

worshipping the gods of the Moabites. The fourth
example was when Israel had to go around the
land of Edom because of the Edomites’ refusal to
let them go through the land of Edom and when
they became low on water and food they spoke
against God and against Moses, and God sent the
fiery serpents among them. The fifth had to do
with the people murmuring against God and Mo-
ses when the spies brought back their bad report
and the people refused to go on into the land of
Canaan.

Paul says that all of these examples were
written for the admonition of the people at the end
of the ages, or the people of Paul’s time.

(Read I Cor. 10:12-14) No temptation had
come on the Corinthians that was not common to
man, Paul tells them. He says that God is faithful
and will not allow them to be tempted above that
which they can stand. He will provide an escape
that they might be able to bear it. Apparently, the
people were having a difficult time separating
themselves from the idolatry of the people of Cor-
inth. Paul says flee from it.

(Read I Cor. 10:15-33) He then uses the
example of communion or what we call the
Lord’s Supper. He points out that when we par-
take of the cup, it is the communion or fellowship
of the blood of Christ. The same with the bread,
it is the communion or fellowship of the body of
Christ. By so partaking, we become part of the
same body. He says that the Israelites who ate of
their sacrifices were partakers of the altar. Is an
idol anything, or the things offered to the idol an-
ything? What the Gentiles were sacrificing they
sacrificed to demons and not to God, so Paul says
he would not have them fellowshipping with de-
mons. He says they cannot drink of the cup of the
Lord and drink of the cup of demons: they could
not be partakers of the Lord’s table and of the ta-
ble of demons. Are they stronger than God that
they can provoke God in this manner. Paul then
uses a favorite tactic of his by taking both sides of
an argument to get his point across. Though all
things may be lawful to him, not all things are ex-
pedient nor do they edify. (build up others) The
word “wealth” that has been inserted in vs. 24 by
the translators is misleading. Vs. 24 is actually
saying we should not seek our own welfare, but
rather, that of others.

Paul then tells them that whatever is sold
in the market, they should eat asking no questions



as to whether it had been sacrificed to idols or not.
If they were invited by a non-believer to a feast,
he says to eat what is put before you asking no
questions for conscience sake. But if a man tells
you that it had been offered to idols, then don’t
eat it for conscience sake. He is not talking about
your conscience, but rather the other person who
has invited you to eat or who tells you the food
had been offered to idols. He asks, “why is my
liberty judged of another man’s conscience?
In other words, Paul is saying to not put yourself
in a position to be condemned by other men by
either asking questions about the food and then
not eating what is set before you in a feast or be
eating that which has been told you has been sac-
rificed to an idol. Paul says that if he is a partak-
er, he should not be evil spoken of for eating that
for which he has given thanks. Therefore, he
says, whatever you eat or drink or whatever you
do, do it to the glory of God. Make an effort to
not offend others, neither Jews nor Gentiles, nor
the church of God. Follow his example, Paul
says.

(Read I Cor. 11:1-16) I have to say at the
beginning, I don’t really know quite how to deal
with this chapter. People have taken so many
things from it that I am not sure but that you could
start an argument at the drop of a hat. But let us
see what we can do.

Paul first asks the Corinthians to be fol-
lowers of him as he is of Christ. He then praises
or thanks them for remembering him in all things
and in what he has instructed them. He then
points out the position of man to Christ, man to
woman and woman to man. My problem is the
discussion concerning hair. But let us first pick
through the verses to establish the various posi-
tions of Christ, man and woman. Vs. 3 tells us,
“the head of every man is Christ; and the head
of the woman is the man; and the head of
Christ is God.” With the exception of some of
today’s feminists, I think most of us would agree
with this and appreciate it. Then in vs. 8, he says,
“For the man is not of the woman; but the
woman of the man.” This, of course is a refer-
ence to the fact that God took a rib from Adam
and created the woman, Eve, from it. He follows
this in vs. 9, “Neither was the man created for
the woman; but the woman for the man.” This
again takes back to Gen. 2:20, And Adam gave
names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air,

and to every beast of the field; but for Adam
there was not found an help meet for him.”
This then led to the creation of a woman to be a
helpmeet for Adam. I think it worth while to
mention that in the only marriage recorded in
Scripture, the marriage of God to Israel, the only
thing that God asks of His bride was, “Now
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and
keep my covenant.” (Exodus 19:5) She was not
to be a slave, nor was she to be what we might
refer to as a free spirited woman. If we look at
God’s law, which was His voice and covenant, we
find that it was designed to protect the woman
from harm. So while she was to be a helpmeet to
God, God laid out a protective covering over her
through her obedience to His law. To emphasize
this God says that an additional reward or gift
would be that she would be a “Peculiar
(belonging to God only) treasure to me above all
people,” and “a kingdom of priests” (rulers),
and an holy nation. (a setting apart from all the
world His special bride.) Going back to I Cor. 11,
vs. 11, “Nevertheless neither is the man with-
out (independent of) the woman, neither the
woman without (independent of) the man, in
the Lord.” Then he follows this with vs. 12,
“For as the woman is of the man, even so is the
man also by the woman; but all things of God.”
The woman, came from or is of the man, even so
is the man also by the woman, i.e. is born of the
woman. This makes man and woman dependent
on each other, neither is complete without the oth-
er.

If we put things in their proper perspective
then, God-Christ-man-woman, this was God’s
plan for the ultimate happiness of we humans.
However, so that we understand this proper rela-
tionship. Paul has some added thoughts, the wom-
an was created for the man, yet neither is the man
or the woman independent from each other and
lest we forget, while woman came from man, the
man exists by the woman. They are dependent on
each other and when the proper order is accepted
by all parties, this dependence on each other is
what can lead to happiness.

Acknowledging this proper order, man and
woman need to show this in their appearance. If
man accepts Christ as his covering, then Paul says
that he should pray or prophesy with his head un-
covered. However the woman, in deference to
man, should cover her head when praying or



prophesying. The man is the image and glory of
God, thus he should be uncovered and the woman
is the glory of man, thus Paul says she should
have her head covered. Because woman was cre-
ated for man, Paul says she should have power on
her head because of the angels. The word
“power” as used in the King James is from a
Greek word that means privilege or authority.
The woman needs to be recognized as having au-
thority over her position.

Vs. 14 tells us it is a shame to a man to
have long hair. But long hair on a woman is a
glory to her. Then he says long hair is given her
for a covering. This then prompts the question, is
the long hair the covering that Paul has been talk-
ing about? If so how long is long? Since Paul
seems to be speculating here, I will expose myself
to criticism. I don’t believe that this is necessarily
meaning long hair like down to one’s waist, but
rather long enough to identify the woman as a
woman. And I believe this is the covering Paul is
talking about. For the most part long hair on men
is to my mind a shame. By this I am not referring
to when a man’s hair is long enough for his regu-
lar hair cut, but rather hair down to his shoulder
and beyond. The same rule would apply in my
mind, a man’s hair should be short enough to
identify him as a man.

Paul lets us know in vs. 16 that all that he
has said in this chapter is his thinking, not a cus-
tom required in the churches of God.

(Read I Cor. 11:17-34) We again have to
assume that there was some question concerning
the Lord’s Supper, or communion. From Paul’s
answers, I think we can assume that instead of it
being a fairly regulated ritual as we know it today,
some people brought their own food and made a
meal out of it while others had nothing. Paul tells
them this is not the way to observe this ritual. He
then reviews the ritual as Christ ordained it in
verses 23-26. To make the point of the how seri-
ous we should take this ritual, he says in vs. 27,
“Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread,
and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily,
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the
Lord.” He goes on to say that many are sickly
and weak because they have not observed this rit-
ual properly. We should examine ourselves as to
our motive and intent when we partake of the sup-
per. He says that if we would judge ourselves, i.e.
be sure that our heart if right before God, we

should not be judged by others. So he urges the
people to wait on each other and to observe this
ritual in the solemnity that is appropriate.

(Read I Cor. 12:1-12) As an introduction,
Paul first tells the people that they were carried
away unto these dumb idols that they were wor-
shipping there in Corinth even as they were led. 1
looked at different translations on vs. 2 and one
said, “Once you were pagans, and without ex-
ception you were carried away by dumb idols.”
Another said “you know that you were heathen,
dragged to speechless idols, as if you were cap-
tured.” I believe this is a reference to the Assyri-
an captivity. Because of Israel’s refusal to wor-
ship God only, but turned to idol worship, God
caused them to be carried away out of their land
to a land they knew not and there worshipped
their false gods. The word “Gentiles” is from the
Greek fie t honwhish literally means nation but
is translated Gentile, nation, and heathen.

The essence of Paul’s advice here is that
the Holy Spirit is behind all that is Godly. One
cannot curse God if he has the Spirit nor can he
truly worship God without the Spirit. We all have
one or more gifts through the Holy Spirit and
these gifts vary, but are still of the same Spirit.
There are different ministries, but the same Lord.
These gifts and ministries go hand in hand. These
gifts are not just for our individual benefit, but for
the benefit of all regardless of what that gift is.
Paul lists several of these gifts which include wis-
dom, knowledge, faith, healing, working of mira-
cles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, being able to
speak different languages, and being able to inter-
pret different languages. He points out that all of
these gifts come from the same Spirit who divides
them to every man individually as the Spirit wills.
Most of these gifts that Paul mentions are minis-
tries as well, but I believe that gifts and ministries
go beyond the examples that Paul mentions. I be-
lieve that the talents and abilities that go into our
making a living and keeping a home are gifts of
the Spirit as well. Paul likens these various gifts
to being members of one’s body. There are many
members or parts to a body, but it is one body.

(Read T Cor. 12:13-31) As our hands,
eyes, feet, legs, nose, etc. are all part of our body,
so also we, by the Spirit, are members or parts of
one body, the body of Christ. Paul looks at the
baptism of the Spirit as that which unifies us into
that body, whether we be Jew or Gentile, bond or



free. He uses the example of the foot saying be-
cause it is not a hand, it is not of the body or the
eye saying the same because it is not an ear. If
the whole body were only one member, where
would the body be? If everyone had the same tal-
ent or gift, where would be the body? One mem-
ber cannot tell another member that it is not need-
ed. The hand cannot tell the foot that it is not
needed. Paul points out that even what might
seem to be the weaker members are necessary.
Reading from vs. 24, “God hath tempered
(composed) the body together, having given
more abundant honour to that part which
lacked: that there should be no schism
(division) in the body; but that the members
should have the same care one for another.” I
think we can see this in our literal body, Paul is
saying we should have the same regard for the
members of the body of Christ. If one member
suffers, all the members suffer with it, or if one
member be honoured all the members should re-
joice with it.

There is no question but that some mem-
bers of the body of Christ are set above others
such as Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles,
healing, helps, governments and diversities of lan-
guages. Certainly not all of us are apostles, nor
teachers, nor are all of us good at being helps to
others, etc. yet we all desire the best of the gifts.
But Paul tells the people that he is going to show
them a more excellent way.

(Read I Cor. 13) Though we might have
the very best of the gifts, without charity, or love,
our gift is of little or no effect. Paul says that
though he might speak the language of angels or
men, without charity he would be no better than
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. The same
would go for any of the other what might be con-
sidered the best of gifts, without charity, one
would be nothing. Though one was willing to
sacrifice everything, including one’s own life,
without charity it profiteth nothing.

Charity is patient, is kind, does not envy,
does not brag on itself, is not arrogant, is not rude,
is not selfish, is not easily provoked, does not
think of evil, takes no joy in lawlessness, rejoices
in truth, beareth all things, believes all things,
hopeth all things and endures all things. Though
prophecies fail, tongues cease and knowledge
vanisheth, charity never fails.

We will continue our discussion of I Co-
rinthians 13 in our next issue. JRL

| would like to take this opportunity
to thank all who have supported this min-
istry in the last year and wish all a Happy
and Prospersus 2020. JRL




