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IT’S THE LAW

As we left Exodus 3 in our last lesson,
God was giving Moses a brief outline of how he
was going to deliver the children of Israel out of
Egypt. However, Moses was busy trying to think
up reasons why he wasn’t qualified to be the one
through whom God was going to deliver the Isra-
elites. He continues to make excuses in chapter 4.

(Read Ex. 4:1-5) Moses argues that the
elders of the children of Israel won’t believe him.
God then gives him three signs by which He says
the elders will believe him. The first of these was
when Moses casts his walking rod to the ground,
it became a serpent, obviously a poisonous ser-
pent as Moses fled from it at first. But when Mo-
ses caught it by the tail, it became a rod again.

(Read Ex. 4:6-9) If they would not be-
lieve Moses based on the first sign, the next two
signs God gave Moses was that when Moses put
his hand in his bosom and pulled it out it was ob-
viously very leprous, but would return to natural
skin when he again put his hand in his bosom and
pulled it out. The third sign was that when he
took water from the river and poured it on the dry
ground, it became blood.

Moses then came up with a new reason
that he wasn’t qualified. (Read Ex. 4:10-17) Mo-
ses argues that he is not a good public speaker.
He says he never has been a good speaker, nor has
it seemed to improve while he is now talking to
God. God’s answer is to remember who the Crea-
tor is. God tells Moses to go and leave it up to
God to be Moses’ mouth and to teach him what to
say. Moses is still skeptical. The Ferrar Fenton
Translation make verse 13 a little clearer, “But he
answered; “Indeed, my LORD, send I pray

You by some other hand!” At this point God
becomes angry with Moses and tells him his
brother Aaron is coming to meet him. He tells
Moses to tell Aaron what to say and God will
teach Moses what to tell Aaron, Aaron will be
Moses’ spokesman. Moses finally understands
that God has chosen him and there will be no oth-
er.

(Read Ex. 4:18-23) Moses then goes to his
father-in-law and asks permission from him to
return to Egypt and Jethro grants permission.
Moses has two sons by this time. He took his
wife and sons and begins his return to Egypt.

Strangely, God tells Moses to go to the
Pharaoh and to show him the miracles that God
has just shown Moses, but then God tells Moses
that He will harden Pharaoh’s heart so that he will
not let the Israelites go. It is important that we
understand this story of Moses’ encounters with
the Pharaoh and God’s hardening the heart of
Pharaoh as this teaches us of God’s sovereignty.
Finally, He tells Moses to tell Pharaoh that Israel
is His first born son and if the Pharaoh will not let
Israel go, He will slay the Pharaoh’s first born
son. This is ultimately what happened, but keep
in mind that God said He would harden Pharaoh’s
heart to cause this. Once we have completed our
study of the plagues, we will discuss the sover-
eignty of God further as this is a very important
concept that we need to understand.

(Read Ex. 4:24-26) This story appears to
be unrelated to what was going on and we aren’t
given a reason for it. The book of Jasher says that
Moses did not circumcise his first born son, Ger-
shom, because his father-in-law commanded that
it not be done. . We aren’t told why, but there is
inference that it might have been because Zippo-
rah did not want to do it. However, when their



second son was born, Moses did circumcise him.
If we go back to Gen. 17 where God commanded
Abraham to keep the covenant of circumcision,
we read in verse 14, “And the uncircumcised
man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not cir-
cumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his
people; he hath broken my covenant.” This
was something that had to be corrected before
Moses could take on the job God had planned for
him. I am not sure whether the “him” in verse 24
that God was seeking to kill was Moses or Ger-
shom. With the above information, it could well
have been Gershom. Zipporah realized the error
that had been made and did the circumcision her-
self. Though the book of Jasher indicates that
Zipporah was a very righteous woman, on the lev-
el of Sarah, Rebekah, and Rachel, the tone of the
story as it appears in the King James indicates
that she objected to this ritual of blood.

(Read Ex. 4:27, 28) We read earlier that
God told Moses that Aaron was coming to meet
him. Here we see that God told Aaron to go meet
Moses which he did and they met in the mountain
of God (Mt. Sinai) as Moses was preparing to re-
turn to Egypt.

(Read Ex. 4:29-31) After Moses told Aa-
ron all that God had told and shown him at Mt.
Sinai, Aaron was in apparent agreement with Mo-
ses and when they had gathered the elders of the
children of Israel together, Aaron spake all the
words which the LORD had spoken to Moses and
did the signs in the sight of the people. As God
had told Moses, the people believed Moses and
Aaron and they bowed their heads and wor-
shipped.

(Read Ex. 5:1-9) This first encounter of
Moses and Aaron with the Pharaoh went as God
had told Moses it would in that the Pharaoh re-
fused to let the people go. However, not only did
he refuse to let them go, he increased the labor
output that the Israelites were expected to produce
each day. Recall that we said that the Israelites
built some of Egypt’s treasure cities, thus the
need to make brick. Straw was a major compo-
nent in these bricks for the same reason that fiber-
glass fibers are used in many concrete projects
today, to help strengthen the integrity of the con-
crete. Up to this point, the Pharaoh was furnish-
ing the straw, now the people had to gather their
own in addition to maintaining the same tally of
bricks each day.

(Read Ex. 5:10-19) When the tally of
bricks each day dropped by reason of the Israel-
ites having to gather their own straw, the Israelite
men whom the Egyptians had appointed as fore-
men were beaten, and the demand was again
made that they not diminish the tally. These of-
ficers of the people then went before the Pharaoh
to plead their case, but the Pharaoh was even
more insistent that they maintain their assigned
tallies.

(Read Ex. 5:20-23) The people blamed
Moses then for the impossible position that they
were now in. Moses went before God and asked
Him why He had, instead of delivering the people
out of the hand of the Pharaoh, actually increased
their burden. Moses seemed to feel the problem
was at least partly due to his own ineffectiveness
and asked God why He had sent him for this job.

(Read Ex. 6:1-8) God, in effect, told Mo-
ses, “you haven’t seen anything yet, just wait.”
He again tells Moses that while He was known as
God Almighty to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He
was not known by the name JEHOVAH until
now. Recall from our last lesson that JEHOVAH
signifies God as a covenant keeping God with the
people He has created. This is emphasized here as
God reiterates to Moses that He made a covenant
with the children of Israel to give them the land of
Canaan and that He has heard the groaning of the
people. In very strong language, He tells Moses
to tell the people that He is JEHOVAH, or
YHWH, (keep in mind that when you see
“LORD” in the King James translation, it should
be translated JEHOVAH) that He is going to
bring them out from under the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and will redeem them with an outstretched
arm, but He is going to do so with great judg-
ments. Store this information in your mind until
we discuss the sovereignty of God as it is im-
portant to our understanding. At times, things
might appear to not be fair until we understand
the whole picture. God had used Egypt here for a
special purpose, but now because they had acted
in accordance with that purpose, but probably
with the idea that it was by their own will, God is
going to bring great judgments upon them.

God assures Moses that in keeping with
the promises that He made to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, He will be God to Israel and they are going
to know it by what He is going to do to the Egyp-
tians. But He is going to keep those promises and



bring the people into the land of Canaan and give
it to them for a heritage.

(Read Ex. 6:9-13) The Moses that we
will see at the end of the Exodus is going to be a
very different man from the man we are seeing
here as he attempts to get the Pharaoh to let the
people go. Here he is still trying to get out of the
job as he feels that he simply is not the man for
the job. He tells God that the children of Israel
won’t listen to him, and asks, how does He ex-
pect the Pharaoh to listen to him? Moses has not
yet learned that it is not who he is or what his ca-
pabilities are, it is God that is in charge and is
working His plan.

(Read Ex. 6:14-27) 1 often hear people
complain that genealogies are boring so they
don’t read them. I have to agree to a certain ex-
tent, but they do need to be read as very often we
will be dealing with people later in Scripture that
if we know where they come from, it is much
easier to understand their importance to the story.
In this genealogy, our first importance is to learn
Moses and Aaron’s background. We see that Le-
vi was their great grandfather on their father’s
side and their grandfather on their mother’s side
since their father married his father’s sister.
Some of the names that we are going to encounter
later include Korah, another great-grandson of
Levi; Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, sons of Aaron,;
and Phinehas, a grandson of Aaron. If you can’t
remember the names, I recommend the use of a
concordance, when we study an individual, that
will refer one back to earlier Scriptures that tell us
who that person is. It is important.

(Read Ex. 6:28-30) This is basically a
repetition of what we read in verses 11-13)

(Read Ex. 7:1-7) We see more detail in
God’s plan to deliver Israel out of Egypt. Moses,
as inept as he thinks he is, is being made a god
before Pharaoh. This does not mean that Pharaoh
is going to do what Moses tells him to do, but he
is going to reverence him and hear him and Aa-
ron when they come before him. At the same
time that God i1s making Moses a god before
Pharaoh, He tells Moses that He is also hardening
Pharaoh’s heart so that he won’t let the people go.
God reveals His purpose for this. It is so “that I
may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth
mine armies, and my people the children of
Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judg-
ments.” Not only is Israel going to know that

God is JEHOVAH, but Egypt is going to know
this as well.

At this point, Moses is 80 years old. He
spent 40 years learning the ways of a king, and 40
years learning the ways of a shepherd, two very
different jobs, the former to be served and the lat-
ter to serve. Both are essential, as we will see, to
complete the mission God has planned for Moses.
His brother Aaron is three years older than Moses.

(Read Ex. 7:8-13) This was the first action
that began to make Moses look like a god to the
Pharaoh. Although the king’s magicians were
able to duplicate the casting of their rods to the
ground and the rods becoming serpents, though
probably viewed as a small matter by the Pharaoh,
Moses and Aaron still prevailed with the upper
hand when Moses’ rod turned serpent swallowed
up all the magician’s serpents.

Incidentally, for what it might be worth,
the book of Jasher describes the Pharaoh as a very
small man who was very intelligent, but in ap-
pearance, very ugly.

(Read Ex. 7:14-25) This is the first of the
ten plagues that God would ultimately bring on
Egypt. It is hard to imagine what this plague
would have been like. Apparently, the Egyptians
were able to dig wells that had good water, but
with all other water sources turning to blood, one
can only imagine the smell. (Read Ex. 8:1-7) A
few years ago, for some unknown reason, several
places in our area suddenly had a very large influx
of a small worm. Almost before people realized
what was happening these worms were every-
where in their houses, in their clothes, in their
food, literally everywhere. There were places on
the highway where they crossed where it looked
like a huge grease spot. We talked at the time of
how this compared to the plague of the frogs in
Egypt. Though people were soon able to control
the worms with sprays and poisoned bait, there
was no such control of the frogs, plus the frogs
were not just in some areas, but over all of the
populated area of Egypt. Remember that nearly
all of the populated area in Egypt was in the Nile
River basin.

(Read Ex. 8:8-15) This plague got the at-
tention of the Pharaoh and he asked Moses to take
the plague from them, promising that if they did
so, he would let the Israelites go. Moses asked
when he wanted them to do this and the Pharaoh
told them tomorrow. Moses agreed and entreat-



ed God to on the morrow rid the land of the frogs.
Sure enough all of the frogs on dry land died the
next day. One problem—what to do with millions
of dead frogs. The Egyptians gathered them to-
gether into huge piles and then these piles began
to stink. When the Pharaoh saw this, he did an
about face and refused to let the people go. So it
was with plague number two.

(Read Ex. 8:16-19) In the first two
plagues, like with the rod turning into a serpent,
the magicians were able to duplicate what Moses
and Aaron did. However, with this plague of lice,
they were unable to duplicate this plague. I'm
sure that there was a certain level of arrogance
among these magicians and the Pharaoh himself.
With this plague, the magicians began to realize
who they were dealing with, and told the Pharaoh
what their thoughts were. However, the ego of
the Pharaoh caused him to still not let the people
go.

(Read Ex. 8:20-32) Apparently the chil-
dren of Israel were affected by the first three
plagues along with the Egyptians. However, with
this fourth plague, the plague of the flies, God
told Moses to tell the Pharaoh that He would put a
division between the land of Goshen where the
Israelites were and the rest of Egypt and the land
of Goshen would not be affected.

Moses had been asking that the Pharaoh
would let the people go three days into the wilder-
ness to sacrifice unto God. This time, the Pharaoh
told Moses to take the people and sacrifice in the
land of Egypt. Moses objected to this saying in
effect, that if the Israelites sacrificed in the pres-
ence of the Egyptians after all that God had done
to the Egyptians, the Egyptians would stone the
Israelites. Finally the Pharaoh agreed to let them
go into the wilderness, but when Moses intreated
God to remove the flies and God did so, the Phar-
aoh changed his mind again and refused to let
them go.

(Read Exodus 9:1-7) Though all of the
Egyptian cattle, horses, asses, camels, oxen, and
sheep were affected by this very severe pestilence,
we’re told that only the cattle died. When the
Pharaoh found out that none of the Israelite cattle
were affected, it made him mad and he again re-
fused to let the Israelites go.

(Read Exodus 9:8-12) The word “blains”
means swelling. These boils with swelling not
only affected all of the people and animals, but

affected even the magicians that had been previ-
ously standing before Moses so that they could
not continue to stand before him. Still the Phar-
aoh refused to let the people go.

(Read Exodus 9:13-35) Each of the
plagues is getting progressively worse and more
destructive. However, with this seventh plague,
God issues a warning that some of Pharaoh’s
servants heeded and protected their livestock and
servants by bringing them into shelter. This
plague of hail also helps us understand some tim-
ing later on in our study. We’re told in verse 31
that the flax and the barley were destroyed as the
barley was in the ear, i.e. was headed out. But
verse 32 tells us that the wheat was not destroyed.
Later on in our study we will learn that there are
three harvest feasts that God commanded the Isra-
elite men to keep. Because of what we are told
here in these verses establishing the time of the
year of this plague of hail, we know that the first
of these feasts, the Passover Feast, or the Feast of
First Fruits was the harvest feast for barley. This
also lets us know that the second feast, the Feast
of Weeks, later known as Feast of Pentecost, was
the harvest feast for wheat as the wheat ripened
almost two months later than the barley.

(Read Exodus 10:1-20) God told Moses
to warn the Pharaoh what would happen with the
next plague which is the plague of locusts. When
Moses and Aaron came before the Pharaoh and
told him what was going to happen next, Phar-
aoh’s advisers advised Him to let only the men go
and serve God in the wilderness. When the Phar-
aoh offered to do this, Moses rejected it saying
that they would take all of the people, young and
old, along with their flocks. The Pharaoh refused
to allow this, so God brought on the plague of lo-
custs. The advisers to the Pharaoh had become
aware that it wasn’t just what happened at the mo-
ment of the plague, but these plagues were going
to have long term effects as all of the crops were
being destroyed and many of the animals had
died.

Again, the Pharaoh recognized his sin and
asked forgiveness, but as soon as the locusts had
been blown out into the Red Sea, he again
changed his mind and refused to let the people go.

(Read Exodus 10:21-29) This brought on
the plague of darkness. Yet the children of Israel
had light. This time the Pharaoh said he would
allow all of the people to go, but the flocks and



herds must be left behind. Again, Moses rejected
this as he said they didn’t know with what they
would need to serve the Lord until they had gone
into the wilderness, so they needed to take all of
their animals with them. The Pharaoh then re-
fused to let them go. This time he threatened
Moses and Aaron saying that if he saw their face
again, they would die. Moses agreed, telling the
Pharaoh that he had spoken well, they would not
see each other again.

(Read Exodus 11) God had showed Mo-
ses what He was going to do next, so before Mo-
ses left the Pharaoh, he warned the Pharaoh what
was going to happen and then he left. All of the
first born of man and animals were going to die
in the middle of the night. There would not be a
household that was not affected. Moses told the
Pharaoh that the people themselves would come
to him begging him to take the Israelites and go.

It is important to note that God is harden-
ing the Pharaoh’s heart so that he won’t let the
people go. In the book of Romans, Paul uses this
fact to teach of the sovereignty of God. Man
likes to think that he has free will; most of us be-
lieve that we are the ones who have made the de-
cisions that have been made. For us to under-
stand the plan of God that He outlines in Scrip-
ture, it will be important for us to understand the
sovereignty of God. We are His creation. He
owns us. He can do with us whatever He so de-
sires. The Bible is the story of what God desires
and how He carries it out. There will be times
when we will think God is not being fair. But
once we learn the whole story, we will see that
the overall plan He has for man is something be-
yond our imaginations in its glory and goodness
and there will be no man that doesn’t benefit. So
as we discuss the history as presented in Scrip-
ture, note that things happen because God plans
them that way, but His ultimate intent is for our
benefit, even though we might feel sometimes
that God is not being fair to us. We just have to
know the whole story.

Numbers in Scripture have meaning. Ac-
cording to Dr. Bullinger in his Companion Bible
notes, he says that the number 10 “denotes Ordi-
nal perfection. Another new first; after the ninth
digit, when numeration commences anew.” In
our story, Israel is getting ready to begin a com-

pletely new phase in their national and personal

lives. So it is appropriate that it begins with the
tenth plague. JRL

A'STUDY OF THE BOOK OF
2nd THESSALONIANS

In our study of II Thessalonians, we
have been looking at a 5 part study by Dr.
Steve Jones titled “The Second Coming of
Jesus and Judas” that deals primarily with
the first two chapters of I Thess. We are
in Part 3 discussing the Mount of Olives.

This was the ancient location of the sacri-
ficial altar where the red heifers were burned
"outside the camp," whose ashes were used to pu-
rify people as they came to worship at the temple.
Jesus, of course, fulfilled this burnt offering, as
He did all the offerings. He was crucified outside
the camp (Heb. 13:11-13), and this was defined in
those days as 2000 cubits outside the walls of Je-
rusalem. The top of the Mount of Olives was pre-
cisely that distance.

The place today that is presumed to be the
place of the skull in Jerusalem is not located out-
side the camp. That hill now looks like a skull, but
archeologists tell us that this is the result of ero-
sion only in the past thousand years.

The story of Absalom's usurping the
throne and David's path to the top of the mount of
Olives shows that the story of Absalom's rebellion
and Ahithophel's betrayal is a prophetic pattern of
Jesus' crucifixion and Judas' betrayal.

In Matthew 21 Jesus told a parable of the
Kingdom, in which He described the Jewish lead-
ers of the day plotting to usurp the Messiah's
throne. The vine-growers, or farmers, in God's
vineyard had been given authority over the vine-
yard in order to render to the Owner (God) the
fruits in their seasons. When the Owner of the
vineyard sent servants to collect the fruits, the
farmers beat them, stoned them, and sometimes
killed them (Matt. 21:35, 36). Finally He sent His
Son, thinking they would surely reverence His
Son. But verse 38 says, >°But when the vine-
growers saw the son, they said among them-
selves, "This is the heir; come, let us kill him,
and seize his inheritance." ** And they took
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took him, and threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him.

Even as Absalom knew that his father was
the king, and for that reason he usurped the
throne, so also did the chief priests know that Je-
sus was the Heir. They killed Him because they
knew who He was. It was a deliberate revolt and
rebellion to seize His inheritance.

Take note also that the Romans were not
the vine-growers. They had not been given custo-
dy of the Kingdom of God, nor had they killed the
prophets, who were the king's servants in the
same parable. The Romans did not crucify Jesus.
In fact, Pilate wanted to release Jesus. (Acts
3:13). John 19:15-18 tells us who did the crucify-
ing: "“They therefore cried out, "Away
with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!" Pilate
said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The
chief priests answered, "We have no king but
Caesar." '°So he [Pilate] then delivered Him
to them [the chief priests]to be cruci-
fied. '” They took Jesus therefore, and He went
out, bearing His own cross, to the place called
the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew,
Golgotha. ® There they [the chief
priests] crucified Him, and with Him two other
men, one on either side, and Jesus in between.

In the days following Pentecost, the Jew-

ish leaders of the Sanhedrin objected to Peter's
preaching, saying he intended "fo bring this Man's
blood upon us" (Acts 5:28). Peter responded
in Acts 5:30, saying,
*The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom YOU had put to death by hanging Him
on a cross. But perhaps the most important pas-
sage showing the connection between the chief
priests of the Sanhedrin and Absalom's usurpation
of David's throne is found in Acts 7:51-53, where
Stephen gives his sermon rehearsing the story of
God's Kingdom. His sermon ended with this:
> You men who are stiff-necked and uncircum-
cised in heart and ears are always resisting the
Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers
did. > Which one of the prophets did your fa-
thers not persecute? And they killed those who
had previously announced the coming of the
Righteous One, whose betrayers and murder-
ers you have now become; > you who received
the law as ordained by angels, and yer did not
keep it.

In Matthew 22:1-7 Jesus told another para-

ble that was directed against the chief priests.
Those who had first been called to the wedding
feast refused to come, so the King invited others
in their place. Verse 7 gives the verdict: ' But the
king was enraged and sent his armies, and de-
stroyed those murderers, and set their city on
fire.

This was obviously fulfilled in 70 A.D.
when God sent the Roman army to set Jerusalem
on fire and to destroy "those murderers." In other
words, God used the Romans to execute judgment
upon Jerusalem. To blame the Romans for Jesus'
crucifixion would be a false accusation that is cer-
tainly prohibited in the divine law.

Many today prefer to blame the Romans,
because it is more politically correct and because
it makes it easier to convert Jews to Christianity.
On the other hand, we believe the Word to be in-
spired Scripture, and our purpose is to teach what
it says, for only the truth sets people free.

On the other hand, we also admonish our
Christian brethren to rid themselves of any emo-
tional hatred that they might have toward Jews or
any other people. Such things are unbecoming in
those who profess the name of Jesus Christ. It is
one thing to believe and teach what is written in
the Scriptural record; it is quite another to harbor
hatred and bitterness in one's heart. While we cer-
tainly affirm that the Aaronic priests crucified Je-
sus, we must also understand the necessity of this
sacrifice at their hands. They were, after all, the
only ones qualified to offer this great Sacrifice.
Without them, Jesus' sacrifice would have been
unacceptable by the divine law. These priests
could not have been Roman, Edomite, or of any
other descent, for that would have violated the
law of sacrifice. Hence, in the bigger picture of
the plan of God, they unintentionally did us all a
great service.

Acts 1:20 quotes David's writings about

Ahithophel and applies them to Judas. It says,
2 For it is written in the book of Psalms, "Let
his homestead be made desolate, and let no
man dwell in it;" [Psalm 69:25] and, "His office
let another man take' [Psalm 109:8].

Psalms 69 and 109 are prophetic about
Judas and the chief priests. These are too lengthy
to quote here, but many of these verses were later
quoted in the New Testament, applicable to either
to the priests or to Judas.

As we pointed out earlier, Judas Iscariot
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was a "man of Kerioth," or Keriath-arba, also
called Hebron. Absalom began his revolt there
and called for Ahithophel to back him there. Heb-
ron means "friendship." ®And one will say to
him, "What are these wounds between your
arms [hands]?" Then he will say, " Those with
which T was wounded in the house of
my FRIENDS."

Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss of friend-
ship, and Jesus called him "friend" in Matthew
26:49,50. * And immediately he [Judas] went
to Jesus and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed
Him. > And Jesus said to him,
"Friend, do what you have come for." Then
they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized
Him.

Judas later regretted what he had done and
hanged himself, as we read in Matthew 27:5,
>And he threw the pieces of silver into the
sanctuary and departed; and he went away
and hanged himself.

In this manner he again fulfilled the pro-
phetic type in the death of Ahithophel, the betray-
er of David. 2 Samuel 17:23 says, **Now when
Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not fol-
lowed, he saddled Ais donkey and arose and
went to his home, to his city, and set his house
in order, and strangled [hanged] himself; thus
he died and was buried in the grave of his fa-
ther.

In studying the story of Absalom's usurp-
ing the throne, we can understand the chief
priests' motives in crucifying the Messiah. In
studying Ahithophel, we can understand Judas'
part in this conspiracy and rebellion, as well as his
final end. All of this taken together gives us an
understanding of the son of perdition and his pro-
phetic role.

The chief rulers of Judaism have again

betrayed Joseph by usurping his birthright and
name, Israel. They have done so with the help of
Jesus' friends and disciples, playing the role of
modern Judas. That is rather sobering.

There were two Judases in the New Testa-
ment, one good and one not so good. Judas Iscariot,
as we have seen, betrayed Jesus. The other Judas was Jesus'
half-brother along with James (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3).
The writer of the book of Jude identifies himself
in verse 1 in this way: 'Jude, a bond-servant of
Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those

who are the called, beloved in God the Father, .

and kept for Jesus Christ.

This good Jude (short for Judas) consid-
ered himself to be a bond-servant to his older half-
brother, Jesus, whom he recognized as the Messi-
ah. His heart attitude was right. The same could be
said of his brother, James, who was a pillar in the
church of Jerusalem and the author of the book by
his name.

This good Judas became a prophetic pat-
tern of all the people of Judah who really had a
heart to follow God and who therefore recognized,
accepted, and followed the Messiah when He
came. They were the sheep who heard His voice
(John 10) and followed Him. But not all of the
people heard His voice. There was a division
among the people, as we read in John 10:19-21,
" There arose a division again among the Jews
because of these words. >’ And many of them
were saying, "He has a demon and is insane.
Why do you listen to Him?" *' Others were say-
ing, "These are not the sayings of one demon-
possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes of the
blind, can he?"

The division among the people was mani-
fested in their ability to hear the voice of the Shep-
herd, Jesus Christ. Those who heard His voice
were, as a body, the good Judas. Those who did
not hear His voice were, as a body, the other Ju-
das, that is, Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him by
helping the chief priests to crucify Him and seize
on His inheritance--the throne of David.

As we pointed out earlier, Judas Iscariot
was a "man of Kerioth," or Keriath-arba, also
called Hebron. Absalom began his revolt there and
called for Ahithophel to back him there. Hebron
means "friendship." ®And one will say to him,
"What are these wounds between your
arms [hands]?" Then he will say, " Those with
which I was wounded in the house of
my FRIENDS."

Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss of friend-
ship, and Jesus called him "friend" in Matthew
26:49,50. *“ And immediately he [Judas] went
to Jesus and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed
Him. > And Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what
you have come for." Then they came and laid
hands on Jesus and seized Him.

Judas later regretted what he had done and
hanged himself, as we read in Matthew 27:5,
> And he threw the pieces of silver into the sanc-
tuary and departed; and he went away
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and hanged himself.

In this manner he again fulfilled the pro-
phetic type in the death of Ahithophel, the betray-
er of David. 2 Samuel 17:23 says, >*Now when
Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not fol-
lowed, he saddled Ais donkey and arose and
went to his home, to his city, and set his house
in order, and strangled [hanged] himself; thus
he died and was buried in the grave of his fa-
ther.

In studying the story of Absalom's usurp-
ing the throne, we can understand the chief
priests' motives in crucifying the Messiah. In
studying Ahithophel, we can understand Judas'
part in this conspiracy and rebellion, as well as his
final end. All of this taken together gives us an
understanding of the son of perdition and his pro-
phetic role.

The chief rulers of Judaism have again
betrayed Joseph by usurping his birthright and
name, Israel. They have done so with the help of
Jesus' friends and disciples, playing the role of
modern Judas. That is rather sobering.

There were two Judases in the New Testa-
ment, one good and one not so good. Judas Iscari-
ot, as we have seen, betrayed Jesus. The other Ju-
das was Jesus' half-brother along with James
(Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3). The writer of the book of
Jude identifies himself in verse 1 in this way:
'Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ,
and brother of James, to those who are the
called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for
Jesus Christ.

This good Judas became a prophetic pat-
tern of all the people of Judah who really had a
heart to follow God and who therefore recog-
nized, accepted, and followed the Messiah when
He came. They were the sheep who heard His
voice (John 10) and followed Him. But not all of
the people heard His voice. There was a division
among the people, as we read in John 10:19-21,
" There arose a division again among the Jews

because of these words. > And many of them
were saying, "He has a demon and is insane.
Why do you listen to Him?" *' Others were
saying, "These are not the sayings of one de-
mon-possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes
of the blind, can he?"

The division among the people was mani-
fested in their ability to hear the voice of the
Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Those who heard His
voice were, as a body, the good Judas. Those who
did not hear His voice were, as a body, the other
Judas, that is, Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him
by helping the chief priests to crucify Him and
seize on His inheritance--the throne of David.

Jeremiah 24 speaks of the nation of Judah

being like two baskets of figs. The fig tree was, of
course, the symbol of the nation of Judah. One
basket had very delicious figs; the other had very
corrupt figs that were so bad they could not be
caten. Jesus said in Matt. 7:17-20, '"Even
so, every good tree bears good fruit; but the
bad tree bears bad fruit. '* A good tree cannot
produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce
good fruit. " Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire. ?So then, you will know them by their
fruits.

It is apparent that the two baskets of figs
came from two different fig trees. The good tree
brought forth good fruit; the bad tree bore bad
fruit. Both are of Judah (Judas), but there was a
clear division between the people represented by
these trees. The good figs submitted to the judg-
ment of God against the nation by willingly going
to Babylon for 70 years. The bad figs disagreed
with God's judgment for their sin and decided to
fight the army of King Nebuchadnezzar. This is
clear from a simple reading of Jeremiah 24-30.

But, Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
And His Righteousness
And all these things shall be
Added unto YOoU. w633
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